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JOINT  COIvIVEI']TION  OF  THE  UIClTiD  FAi^jmS  OF  ALBERTA  AND  TH!^  ALBERTA  FARMERS' 
UNION,  PALLISER  HOTEL,  CALGaRY,  JAMJARY  11th  -  15th.  1949.  

TUESDAY  MORNING 

Mr,  H.E.  Keith,  vice-chairman  of  the  Alberta  Federation  of  Agriculture 
was  in  the  chair  and  called  the  convention  to  order, 

INVOCATION   was  given  by  Rev.  H.E.D,  Ashford,  M.B.E. 

GREETINGS    from  the  city  were  extended  bv  Acting  Mayor  Dr.  A.E.  Aitkoihead. 

The  chairman  dealt  with  the  organization  of  the  U.F.A.  fortv  years  ago. 
It  had  been  of  great  benefit  to  Alberta  and  to  the  farmers  of  Alberta 
particularly.    Mr.  Keith  stated  there  is  still  a  great  need  for  farm 
organization.    Other  professions  and  economic  groups  have  found  T,d.sdom 
in  organizing  themselves  to  work  in  their  own  interests.    Therefore  farmers 
must  be  ef fectiveljr  organized  to  compete,    VJe  only  have  the  wisdom  of 
experience  to  guide  us  in  the  period  from  inflation  to  deflation. 

On  behalf  of  the  Alberta  Federation  of  Agriculture  Mr.  Keith  expressed 
the  ho-^e  that  the  delegates  would  try  to  imitate  the  decision  of  forty 
years  ago  and  have  the  same  success. 

He  then  called  on  Geo.  E.  Church,  president  of  the  U.F.A.  and  Carl  Stimpfle, 
president  of  the  A.F.U.  to  briefly  address  the  delegates, 

ELECTION  OF  CHAIRMAN.  Moved  Bylsr  that  we  elect  tv/o  chief  chairman  from  the 
floor  and  they  elect  their  assistants.    Seconded  Cameron.  Carried, 

Moved  Cameron  that  Mr.  Church  be  one  of  the  chairmen. 

Moved  Sears  that  Andy  V/ood  be  one  of  the  chairmen. 

Moved  that  Henry  Young  be  one  of  the  chairmen. 

Moved  that  Carl  Stimpfle  be  one  of  the  chairmen. 

Moved  McGorman  that  nominations  cease.    Seconded  and  carried. 

Moved  McGorman  that  Messrs.  Church  and  Stimpfle  be  the  chief  chairman  and 
Messrs.  Wood  and  Young  their  assistants.      Seconded  and  carried. 

C0M?C[TT3ES    suggested  by  the  Contact  Committee  were  read  - 

United  Farmers  of  Alberta. 


M.H.  Ward,  W.B.  Williams 

R.  Hennir,  G.L.  Pritchard  (A.B,  Wood  alternate) 
D.  MacLeod,  H.E.  Spencer  (Ray  VJood) 
A.B.  McGorman,  V.C.  Flint,  J. A.  Cameron 
C.T.  Armstrong,  0.  Hart 

H.J.  Flock,  Chas.  Glen,  P.  Farnalls,  Miss  M. 
Couriland, 


Credentials 

Resolutions 
Order  of  Business 
Election  CoiTimitt e e 
Ushering 
Entertainment 
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Alberta  Farmers'  Union 

Credentials  -    Restall,  H.,    L.E.  Pharis,  CD.  Fuhr,  (R,  Garneau) 

Resolutions  -    H.G,  Young,  Wilson,  (Burbidge) 

Order  of  Business      -    A.R,  Hadland,  A.  Milsap,  (F.E.  Maricle) 

Election  Committee    -    J.L.  Mcintosh,  E.  Wright,  R,  Keonig  (Geo.  Tindall) 

Usherin^^  -    S.  Pearcem  Mrs.  M.  Pharis  (G,  Kropinske) 

Entertainment  -    K.  Long,  Roth,  Geo,  Tindall. 

Moved  Paulson  that  the  committees  be  elected  from  the  floor  of  the  convention. 
Seconded.  Lost, 

Agreed  that  the  above  slate  of  committees  be  accepted, 

ORDER  OF  BUS I MESS.    Mr.  Milsap  moved  that  in  order  to  facilitate  the  business 
of  this  large  and  important  convention,  onl^-'  dele  ates  and  officers  have  the 
privilege  of  the  floor. 

Seconded  Spencer,  Carried. 

Moved  Spencer,  Baker  that  no  resolution  which  censures  or  reflects  upon  either 
the  U.F.A.  or  the  A.F.U.  organization  be  considered.  Carried. 

Moved  MacLeod  that  we  do  now  adjourn  until  1:30  p.m.    Seconded  and  carried. 


TUESDAY  AFTERNOON 

Mr.  Young  in  the  chair. 

CPySTITUTION.    Moved  Hadland,  that  the  dele^^ates  here  assembled  now  proceed 
to  draw  up  a  constitution  for  the  formation  of  a  ne\-j  farm  organization. 
Seconded  and  carried, 

Mr,  Stif.apfle  explained  that  the  Contact  Committee  had  drawn  up  the  draft  con- 
stitution to  help  facilitate  the  business  of  t  he  convention  but  that  it  could 
be  changed  in  any  way  the  delegates  saw  fit, 

SECTION  1    -  TITLE.    This  Association  shall  be  called  the 
and  shall  consist  of  membership  as  hereinafter  provided. 

Moved  Sutherland,  Colvin  that  the  name  be  "Union  of  Farmers  of  Alberta", 

Moved  C.C.  Heed,  Ponoka,  that  in  all  clauses  of  the  proposed  constitution 
a  3/4  vote  be  reruired  to  '^ass  and  that  it  require  a  3/4  of  "^he  clauses  be- 
fore considered  valid. 

Moved  in  amendm  nt  to  strike  out  the  last  clause.    Seconded  Sutherland, 
Carried, 

Mr.  Hadland  advised  that  the  joint  boards  had  considered  this  matter  and  de- 
cided that  majority  is  all  that  would  be  necessary. 

Moved  in  amendment  that  the  amount  reouired  be  2/3.    Seconded.  Lost. 
Moved  in  amendment  Burbidge,  Hippe,  that  the  -percentage  be  6C^.  Lost, 
Resolution  lost. 
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Delegates  vere  advised  that  the  boards  had  thought  it  best  to  draw  up  the 
constitution  before  taking  the  vote  on  amalgamation. 

The  follomng  names  were  proposed: 

Pals  -  Organized  Farmers  of  Alberta 

Paulson  -  Alberta  Farmers  Federation 

Union  of  Alberta  Farmers 

Farmers  Union  of  Alberta 

United  Farmers  of  Canada  (Alberta  Section) 

Farmers  Union  of  Canada  (Alberta  Section) 

Amalgamated  Farmers  of  Alberta, 

Moved  Cormack  that  the  vote  on  the  name  be  taken  by  preferential  ballot.  Not 
accepted. 

Moved  McBride  ,  that  the  chair  set  up  a  committee  to  receive  names  from  the 
delegates  to  be  put  on  the  ballot  along  with  those  already  received,  names 
to  be  received  by  midnight  tonight.    Seconded,  Carried, 

SECTION  2    -    OBJECTS.    The  purpose  of  this  Association  shall  be: 

'(a)  To  advance  on  all  possible  occasions  the  interests  of  farmers  and  farmers' 
co-operative  organizations . 

Moved  Baker,  Holley  that  section  (a)  be  adonted. 

Moved  in  amendment  Marie le  that  (a)  be  dropped  down  and  that  the  following  be 
added  as  sub-section  (a)  parity  r^rices  (that  is  the  correct  relationship  of 
prices  of  the  products  we  sell  and  the  POods  we  buy.    Seconded.  Lost, 

Moved  Lelan  to  amend  the  clause  by  striking  out  the  words  "and  farmers  co- 
operative organizations".    Seconded  Bower, 

Moved  Maricle  in  amendm'?;nt  to  the  amendment  to  add  "educate  our  farmers  in 
co-operative  enterprise".    Ruled  out  of  order. 

Amendment  lost. 

Clause  (a)  carried, 

(b)  To  co-ordinate  the  efforts  of  the  v-.rious  branches  of  agricultuxe  for 
the  Durpose  of  promoting  their  common  interest  through  collective  action. 

Moved  Flock,  seconded  and  carried. 

(c)  To  promote  and  secure  necessary  and  just  lei slat ion. 
Moved  Coatts,  Holley.  Carried, 

(d)  To  achieve  a  relationship  of  price  which  will  ensure  to  agriculture  its 
fair  share  of  national  production. 

Moved  Baker,  Sherriff , 

Moved  in  amendment  that  the  last  word  "products"  be  deleted  and  the  word 
"income"  be  substituted.    Seconded.  Carried, 
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Clause  as  amended  carried. 

(e)  To  contribute  to  a  high  standard  of  living  for  all  citizens  by 
r>romoting  the  highest  production  over  a  long-term  period,  commensurate 
>d.th  sound  agricultural  practices. 

Moved  Sears,  Hitman,  Carried. 

(f)  To  promote  social  intercourse,  a  higher  standard  of  community  life, 
and  the  study  of  economic  and  social  ouestions  relating  to  agriculture 
and  citizenship. 

Moved  Romeike,  Hitman, 

Moved  in  amendment  Paulson  to  insert  the  word  "democratic"  before  the  word 
"citizenship".  Seconded. 

Amendment  carried. 

Section  as  amended  carried, 

(g)  Moved  KacMillan  to  add  the  following  as  clause  "g"  -"and  to  promote  the 
fullest  possible  use  of  credit  unions". 

Seconded.  Carried, 

SECTION  3-_P0IIGY. 

Ta)  ThIs~A  ssociation  shall  be  non-partisan  in  politics  but  may  exert  pressure 
upon  all  political  parties  to  secure  its  objectives. 

Moved  Greerton,  Monca,  Carried, 

(b)    The  policy  of  the  Association  shall  be  determined  by  action  of  the 
convention  or  special  convention  from  time  to  time. 

Moved  Colvin,  Hitman. 

Moved  in  amendment  to  add  "or  hj  plebiscite  of  the  members".  Seconded  Carlson. 
Lost, 

Section  (b)  carried. 

Moved  Boutillier,  Hadland,  as  clause  (c)  that  a  non  delivery  policy  of  all  or 
any  farm  produce  be  initiated  when  a  11  other  means  of  achieving  economic 
justice  have  failed,  sam.e  to  recuire  a  2/3  mar'ority  vote  by  secret  ballot. 

Moved  Burt  as  a  substitute  resolution  "that  the  policy  of  direct  action  be 
decided  by  the  convention  or  by  a  plebiscite  of  the  membership  requiring  a 
2/3  majority.    No  seconder. 

Moved  Pelletier  as  a  substitute  motion  that  this  association  shall  endeavor 
to  achieve  its  objectives  by  any  lax«rful  means.    Seconded  Paulson. 

Mr.  Marie le, director  of  the  A.F.U.  in  re-nl;'^  to  a  ouestion  re  a  mimeo -raphe d 
constitution  that  was  being  circulated  stated  that  the  draft  constitution  sent 
out  by  the  contact  committee  had  been  considered  by  the  locals  in  district  4 
and  had  not  met  with  their  approval.    The  substitute  had,  therefore,  been 
drawn  up  for  study, 

ORDER  OF  BUSipSS.    Moved  MacLeod  that  all  speeches  be  limited  to  five  minutes 
in  connection  with  constitutional  natters.    Seconded,  Carried, 
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Moved  in  amendment  Milsap,  Spencer,  that  the  association  initiate  a  policy  of 
direct  action  when  all  other  means  have  failed  to  accomplish  the  desires  of 
the  association  and  only  to  be  implemented  after  a  plebiscite  of  the  members 
of  the  association  carried  by  a  2/3  majority  of  those  voting. 

Boutillier  and  Hadland  agreed  to  mthdraw  their  motion  in  favor  of  the  above, 
which  became  the  motion, 

A,B.  Wood  in  the  chair. 

Moved  Wilford    Montgomery  in  amendment  that  in  place  of  a  secret  ballot  there 
must  be  a  75^  majority  on  the  floor  of  the  convention  either  annual  or  special. 
Lost, 

Moved  Sheering  in  amendment  that  this  clause  will  not  "o  into  effect  until  at 
least  60%  of  the  farmers  of  Alberta  belong  to  this  Association.    No  seconder. 

Mr.  Reed  moved  the  previous  question.    Seconded  Cameron.  Carried, 

Oritdnal  motion  carried. 

NAI'lS  OF  ORGArlZATION.    Mr.  Youn^,  asked  anyone  who  had  names  to  be  placed  on  the 
ballot  give  them  to  Miss  Birch,  Mr.  Boutillier  or  himself  before  midnight 
tonight. 

Motion  to  adjourn  carried  at  5:30. 


liTSDNSSDAY  MORNING 

A.B.  Wood  in  the  chair. 

MII'jEQGRAPHED  CONSTITUTION.    Copies  of  this  constitution  had  been  reproduced 

and  had  been  handed  to  delegates  in  the  rotunda.    Mr.  Stimpfle  stated  that  in 

the  A.F.U.  they  had  a  ruling  that  their  directors  could  send  out  material  to 

their  locals  if  it  was  not  contrary,?-  to  the  constitution  of  the  A.F.U,    He  stated 

he  had  not  read  the  constitution  in  question  until  yesterday,    D,  MacLeod  (U.F'A.) 

challenged  the  statement  and  stated  he  greatly  rec-retted  the  action  of  the 

A.F.U,  members  of  the  Contact  Committee  knowing  that  this  constitution  was  in 

existence  and  not  giving  the  U.F.A,  Contact /Members  a  copy.    It  was  not  playing 

'  Committee 
the  game , 

CONSTITUTION 

SECTION  4    -    I4EI4BSRSHIP.      Membership  shall  be  divided  into  two  classifications: 

Ta)    Individual  Membership  through  Association  locals  shall  consist  of 
bona  fide  farmers  '^r  ranchers  and  retired  farmers  and  ranchers. 

Moved  Mrs.  Pharis,  Belanger, 

Moved  in  amendment  Isaac  to  add  the  follovving  "subject  to  the  retired  farmers 
and  ranchers  receivin-'  at  least  60^  of  their  income  from  the  farm." 

Amendment  lost. 


Clause  adopted. 
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(b)    Further  provided  that  any  or  all  of  the  members  of  the  U.F.A,  and  A, 
F.U,  whose  membership-'  was  in  -^ood  standing  durin/?;  the  year  previous  to  amalc^a- 
mation  shall  be  eligible  to  .""oin  the  new  orp;anization. 

Moved  Hadland,  Hitman, 

Garneau  stated  that  the  A, F.U.  board  had  passed  a  resolution  recomraendr.nr'  that 
this  clause  be  deleted  and  had  turned  same  over  to  the  Contact  Committee 
although  at  that  meeting  he  was  the  only  member  of  the  board  v/ho  acknowledged 
that  it  was  a  board  resolution. 

The  previous  question  was  moved  by  ^^lock,  VJilliams.  Carried, 
The  clause  carried  by  a  large  majority, 

KEI-4BERS  OF  PRESS  AND  RADIO  .    Mr.  Church  expressed  the  opinion  that  it  \ionld 
be  of  interest  to  the  delegates  to  have  the  members  of  the  -ress  and  radio 
present  to  stand  up  and  introduce  themselves. 

Miss  L.H.  O'Neill  -  A.L.C.  Show 

Bob  Graham  -  C.B,C,    Farm  Broadcasts 

Lorne  Stout  -  CFCN 

Mrs,  W.N,  Smith  -  Western  Farm  Leader 

Mr.  Mansell  -  Edmionton  Jounnal 

Representative  of  Canadian  Tribune 

Mr.  Abel  -  Coijntry  Guide 

Mr,  Snider  -  Calgary  Herald 

Mrs.  M.  Stiles  -  Family  Herald  and  Weekly  Star 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS.  On  behalf  of  the  Order  of  Business  Committee  Mr.  Silencer 
read  the  two  sug?:ested  methods  of  electing  the  provisional  board  so  that  the 
delegates  might  have  an  oriportunity  to  stud.'  the  question. 

2,  (a)    Membership  at  Large.    Any  person  having  the  previously  mentioned 
qualifications  and  uoon  t)a;',Tnent  of  the  re  uired  membership  fees  to  Central 
Office  may  become  a  member  at  large;  provided,  however,  that  no  such  member 
shall  have  or  exercise  voting  rights  in  the  Association  unless  and  until  be- 
coming a  member  of  a  local. 

Moved  Mrs.  Pharis,  Hitman.  Carried. 

(b)  The  Board  shall  at  all  times  have  the  right  to  reject  any  application 
for  membershi"?  at  lan-e  without    ivin-';  reasons  therefor. 

Moved  Hennig^  Pellitier.  Carried, 

3,  Women  shall  have  the  same  rights  of  membership  in  the  Association  as  men. 
Moved,  seconded  and  carried. 

4,  Women's  Section  -  (a)    Title:    This  section  shall  be  Known  as  - 

(Left  until  the  name  of  the  organization  chosen.) 

(b)    Locals:    Any  six  resident  farm  women  may  form  a  local,  and  such  local 

when  formed  shall  be  local  of  

and  shall  be  governed  by  the  constitution  and  by-laws  of  the  Association. 


Moved  Mrs.  Lowe,  Hitman.  Carried. 
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(c)  Convention:    At  the  convention  the  delegates  from  the  women's  section 
and  the  women  delegates  to  the  men's  section  convention  may  meet  in  the  jreneral 
meeting  or  separately  as  they  see  fit.     In  separate  meetings  they  may  discuss 
any  question  or  matter  not  inconsistent  with  the  objects  of  the  Association 
set  forth  in  Section  2  hereof,  but  they  shall  not  petition  parliament  or  the 
le-'islature  on  any  rratter  inderendentlj'-  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Associa- 
tion. 

The  Women's  Section  in  convention  shall  have  the  rovrer  to  elect  an  executive 
as  hereinafter  defined.    This  executive  and  directors,  as  sleeted  at  district 
conventions,  shall  constitute  the  board. 

The  board  of  directors  shall  consist  of  a  president,  tvro  vice-presidents 
and  one  director  from  each  district  as  set  forth  in  Section  6  hereof. 

Moved  Miss  Coupland,    Mrs.  Lowe.  Carried. 

(d)  Board  of  Women's  Section;  The  board  shall  have  special  charge  under 
the  executive  of  such  branches  of  the  Association's  work  as  relate  esrsecially 
to  social  welfare  problems. 

Moved  Mrs.  Lowe,  Miss  Coupland.  Carried, 

(e)  Executive  of  Women's  Section:    The  executive  shall  consist  of  a 
president  and  tvro  vice-presidents. 

Moved  Mrs,  Douglass,  Mrs.  Lovre.  Carried. 

5.    Junior  Section  -    (a)    Title:    This  section  shall  be  known  as  the  Junior 
Branch  of  the  Association. 

Moved,  seconded  and  carried. 

(b)  Objects: 

1.  To  train  for  citizenship. 

2.  To  train  for  leadership. 

3.  To  follow  more  definitely  the  four-fold  plan  of  development: 
Educational,  Vocational,  economic  and  social. 

4.  To    ive  the  youn?  people  of  the  community  an  opportunity  to  know 
each  other  better,  to  enrich  the  social  life  of  the  community  and  to  make  life 
haooier  and  better  so  that  the  younc  people  ma^^  serve  their  homes,  their  com- 
munities and  their  nation  more  effectively  and  assist  in  promoting  international 
goodwill. 

(1-2-3)    moved  Hennig,  seconded.  Carried. 
(4)    Moved,  Seconded  Hitman.  Carried. 

(c)    The  Junior  Branch  shall  be  direct!-  -under  the  supervisor  of  a 
committee  on  junior  work.    The  committee  shall  be  composed  of  two  members 
appointed  b--  the  board  of  directors  of  the  association  and  one  member  by  the 
V/omen's  Section. 


Moved  Mrs.  Lowe,  Baker.  Carried. 
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(d)  Any  six  juniors  with  the  assistance  of  an  adult  member  of  the 
organization  ma^;-  form  a  junior  local,  which  shall  b  e  governed  by  these  by- 
lavs  . 

Moved  Miss  Coupland,  lirs,  Ta-lor.  Carried. 

(e)  The  membership  fee  payable  to  Central  Office  for  members  of  junior 
locals  shall  be  fifty  cents  for  all  members  over  sixteen  years  and  under 
twenty-one  years,  and  ten  cents  for  members  under  sixteen  and  for  members 
over  twenty-one  years  of  a^e  shall  be  the  fee  set  out  in  Section  4  hereof. 

Moved  and  seconded. 

Moved  in  ara.endinent  Hart,  Sutherland,  that  the  membership  fee  for  juniors  up 
to  21  be  50  cents.    Amendment  carried. 

Clause  as  aiaended  carried. 

Moved  that  the  age  limit  be  24  years.    No  seconder. 

Hart 

Moved /that  the  age  limit  for  juniors  be  27,    Seconded  and  carried, 

(f)  The  Junior  Branch  shall  elect  a  ^resident  and  two  vice-presidents, 
who  shall  constitute  the  executive. 

Junior  delegat-^s  shall  have  power  at  Farm  Yo^on?  People's  V/eek  or  district 
conventions  to  elect  directors  as  rrovided  for  in  Section  6  of  this  constitution. 

Moved  Mrs.  Taylor.  Mrs.  Lehman.  Carried. 

(g)  Each  junior  local  shall  be  entitled  to  send  one  delegate  to  the 
annual  convention  of  the  Associati  n.    The  delegate  shall  have  the  rights 
and  privileges  as  provided  in  Section  6  hereof. 

Moved  Miss  Coupland.  Mrs.  Lowe.  Carried, 

(h)  Junior  Officers  and  directors  shall  have  full  delegate  standing  at  the 
annual  convention  of  the   

Moved.    Seconded  Hart  and  carried, 

(i)  When  a  junior  local  is  formed  an  adult  person  or  committee  in  sympathy 
with  the  movement  shall  be  ar^pointed  by  the  local  to  supervise  the  said  local. 

The  duties  of  such  supervisor  or  sur;ervising  committee  shall  be: 

1.  To  attend  all  meetings  of  the  juniors, 

2.  To  advise  at  but  not  to  conduct  the  said  meetings. 

3.  To  unobtrusively  and  tactfully  lead  the  juniors  so  as  to  develop  in  them 

initiative,  knowledge  of    principles  and  of  world 

affairs,  understanding  of  parliamentary  rrocedure,  the  art  of  public  speaking, 
refinement  of  character  and  a  desire  to  serve  the  community,  and  to  urge 
upon  them  the  adoption  of  the  fourfold  pro-'^ram. 

Moved  Mrs.  Schroter,  Mrs.  Lowe.  Carried, 
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6.  Individual  ^fembershi-o  Fee.    All  membership  is  contingent  upon  the  pay- 
ment of  a  membership  fee  as  sti-:-ulated  from  time  to  time  by  the  organization, 
provided,  however,  that  a  member  whose  annual  membership  is  paid  up  in  the 
U.F.A.  or  A.F.U,  at  the  time  of  amalgamation  shall  automatically  become 

a  member  in  good  standing  of  the  new  organization. 

Moved.    Seconded  Hitman.  Carried, 

7.  Membership  Year.    The  membership  year  shall  end  October  31st,  with  a 
period  of  two  months  of  grace. 

Moved  Hitman    Romeike.  Carried. 

Ballot  on  Name.    Mr.  Young  advised  that  16  names  had  been  submitted. 

Moved  Boutillier,  that  the  names  "United  Farmers  of  Alberta"  and  "Alberta 
Farmers'  Union"  be  deleted  from  the  list.    Seconded  Baron. 

Moved  in  amendment  Mlsap,  Mrs.  Pharis  that  in  addition  any  name  that  would 
have  the  initials  of  either  the  U.F.A,  or  A.F.U,  be  struck  off. 

Amendment  carried. 

Resolution  as  amended  carried. 

Moved  Muir  that  all  names  having  refercince  to  a  National  organization  be 
deleted.    Seconded  MacLeod.  Carried. 

VCTRE     was  read  from  the  Farmers  Union  of  Montana  exriressing  re^-rets  that 
they  vrould  be  unable  to  have  a  delegate  '-^resent  at  the  convention  and  wishing 
the  delegates  every  success. 

Moved  Baker,  Mrs.  Lowe  that  no  other  names  be  accept .d.  Carried, 

VETERANS'  SECTION .    Mr.  McMillan  stated  the  veterans  wanted  a  veterans' 
section  of  the  organization. 

Moved  to  adjourn  until  1:30. 

Moved  that  we  adjourn  until  2:00  p.m.    Seconded  and  carried. 

V.JEDN  ;SDAY  AFTERNOON 

Mr.  Young  in  the  chair. 

Moved  Isaac,  Baker,  that  the  question  of  membership  fee  be  brought  before 
the  convention.  Carried, 

Moved  Baker  that  the  fee  be  $2,00  for  the  men  and  $1,00  for  the  women.  Seconded 
Brerton. 

Moved  Mrs.  Pharis  that  an  additional  fee  of  50  cents  per  member  be  set  for 
the  district  associations.    Seconded  Isaac. 

Moved  McGorman  as  a  substitute  motion  to  set  a  $5.00  membership  fee  to  include 
fees  for  husband  and  wife,  t!"e  fee  for  single  ladies  to  be  $3.00  and  for 
single  men  55.00  and  the  fee  to  include  dues  to  the  constituencr  associations. 
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Seconded  Randall, 

SPECIAL  PRIVILEGE.  Mr.  Williams  asked  r>erndssion  to  make  a  statement  to  the 
convention.  V-Then  this  was  granted  he  pointed  out  that  he  had  in  no  way  been 
a  party  to  the  preparing  of  the  mimeographed  constitution. 

Moved  in  amendment  to  membership  fee  resolution  that  the  fee  be  divided  V^2,00 
for  the  ladies  to  include  all  dues  to  the  district  associations  and  13.00 
for  the  men.    This  was  ruled  out  of  order  at  this  tijne. 

Moved  Hippe  that  the  question  of  membership  fee  of  $5.00  be  tabled.  Chairman 
did  not  accept  the  motion  as  the  mover  had  made  a  speech  on  the  subject  and 
therefore  could  not  move  to  table. 

The  previous  question  was  moved  by  Mrs.  Douglass,    Seconded  and  carried. 
Motion  to  substitute  was  lost. 

Moved  Hiope  that  we  table  the  cuestion  of  membership?  until  a  future  date. 
Seconded.  Lost, 

Mrs.  Sutherland  moved  that  the  fee  be  $2.50  each  for  men  and  women  -  50  cents 
each  to  be  earmarked  for  the  district  associations.  Seconded. 

Moved  Church  in  am.endiiKnt  "that  the  Federation  of  'Agriculture  fees  of  20  cents 
be  paid  out  of  this  $2,50."    Seconded  Hitman, 

Previous  question  was  moved  on  motion  of  Wilford,    A.B,  Wood.  Carried, 
Resolution  as  amended  carried  by  a  large  majority. 

VETERANS '  SEC TION .    Mr.  McMillan  re-orted  that  between  60  and  70  veterans 
had  attended  the  meeting  and  agreed  to  ask  the  nrivilere  of  having  a 
Veterans'  Section  v/ithin  the  nev;  ornanization. 

Moved  Paulson  that  we  approve  of  the  action  of  the  contemplated  veterans' 
section.    Seconded  and  carried, 

VOTE  ON  NA^IE.  Moved  Burgess  that  the  vote  be  taken  at  10:30  on  Thursday  morn- 
ing. Seconded, 

Moved  in  amendment  that  the  ballot  be  taken  at  10:00  a,m.,  ^vithout  further 
debate.  Seconded, 

Moved  in  amendment  Paulson  that  the  vote  be  taken  at  10:00  a.m.  with  movers 
of  the  names  being  allowed  to  give  the  reasons  why  they  advocated  the  name. 
Seconded  Hippe. 

Amendment  carried. 

Resolution  as  amended  carried. 

ORDER  OF  BUSII^IESS.    Mr.  Spencer  recommended  that  the  debate  start  at  9:30, 
Carried. 
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4.    Women's  Section.    Moved  Mrs.  Gunn  as  sub-section  (f)    "U.F.'tv.A^  officers 
and  directors  shall  have  full  delegate  standing  at  the  annual  convention". 
Seconded  and  carried. 

SECTION  5  -  L0CAI3 


(a)  Not  less  than  six  oualifvins;  resident  farmers  may  of  their  ovm  accord 
or  under  supervision  O'  a  director,  district  director  or  orp:anizer,  nroceed 

to  organize  themselves  as  a  local  subscribing;  to  this  constitution,  and  making 
due  report  thereof  to  head  office    and  upon  acce-tance  by  the  head  office 
shall  be  considered  to  be  a  local. 

Moved  Unterschultz,  Hitman, 

Moved  in  amendment  Paulson,  that  "officially  recognized"  be  inserted  in  place 
of  "considered".  Seconded, 

Amendment  carried. 

Resolution  as  amended  carried, 

(b)  It  is  further  provided  that  any  local  i?resently  constituted  under 
the  U.F.A,  or  A.F.u,  or  an  amalgamation  thereof  -will  be  accepted  and  con- 
sidered as  a  local. 

Moved  Sears,  Stebbing, 

Moved  in  amendment  Paulson  to  insert  "officially  recognized"  in  place  of 
"considered".  Seconded, 

Amendment  carried. 

Section  as  amended  carried, 

(c)  knj  person  qualified  to  be  a  member  of  the  organization  may  become 
a  member  of  a  local  by  a  ma.^oritv  vote  of  the  members  ^-resent  at  a  meeting 
therf^of  and  unon  ■Dai^'-in^'  membership  to  Central  Office  and  locals  dues,  if  any, 
as  determined  from  time  to  time. 

Moved  Mounic,  Hitman,  Carried, 

Motion  to  adjourn  lontil  9:00  a.m.  was  carried  at  5:30. 


THURSDAY  MORNING 

Mr.  Wood  in  the  chair. 

Moved  Isaac  to  give  a  secret  ballot  to  those  who  have  to  leave  early  to  vote 
on  the  amalg^amation.    Seconded  Burgess,  Carried, 

SECTION  6  -  (of  section  k)  Individual  Membership  Fee,  Moved  and  seconded  that 
we  consider  clause  6  on  individual  membership  fee.  Carried, 


Moved.  Seconded  Baron,  that  the  words  after  the  word  "organization"  be  deleted. 
Carried, 
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SECTION  5    -  LOCALS, 

Cd)     No  person  shall  '  e  a  member  of  more  than  one  local  at  one  and  the 
same  tiine . 

Moved  Hitman.    Seconded.  Carried. 

(e)  The  local  shall  make  payment  promptly  to  Central  Office  of  member- 
ship cues  collected. 

Moved,  seconded  and  carried. 

(f)  Each  local  shall  hold  an  annual  m'^^etin    not  later  than  January  31st 
in  each  year.    This  meetinf^  shall  elect  a  nresident,  a  vice-president,  a 
secretary  and  a  treasurer,  or  a  secretary-treasurer  and  five  or  more  directors, 
depending  on  the  interests  of  the  district. 

Moved;,  seconded  and  carried, 

SECTION    6    -  DISTRICT  ORGANIZATION. 

{aj For  the  purpose  of  electing  directors  to  the  central  board  and  for 
carrying  on  the  work  of  the  organiz- tion,  the  province  shall  be  divided  into 
districts  plus  one  district  for  the  Peace  River  Block  in  the  Province  of 
British  Columbia,  the  boundaries  of  which  shall  be  determined  by  the  board 
from  time  to  time. 

Moved  Mrs.  Pharis,  Seconded, 

Moved  in  amendment  Sutherland  to  divide  constituencies  roughly  along  federal 
constituency  lines  takinfr  into  consideration  the  constituencies  around  our 
cities  and  to^vns.    Seconded  Stebbing, 

Lost, 

Section  carried, 

NAME  OF  ORGAMZATION.    The  sponsors  of  the  various  names  spoke  avin;-  their 
reasons  for  the  sug^^estions. 

PR,  OJALA.    Agricultural  Economist  from  New  Zealand  briefly  spoke  to  the 
delegates.    He  drew  attention  to  the  responsibility  of  agriculture  to  feed 
the  nations  of  the  world.    Two-thirds  of  the  peoples  of  the  v/orld  do  not  have 
sufficient  to  eat.    He  stated  there  were  three  major  problems  facing  agriculture 
at  the  present  time.    Farmers  must  ';^et  behind  their  organizations  under  their 
democracy  and  see  that  they  do  their  mrt.    The  farmers  must  endeavor  to  in- 
crease the  efficiency  of  agriculture  to  keep  un  with  modern  times.  They 
must  learn  how  to  conserve  the  soil.    Dr.  OJala  expressed  pleasure  at  hax-lng 
the  opportunity  to  sit  in  at  the  convention  and  extended  greetings  fro--  New 
Zealand  farmers. 

BALLOT  ON  NAME.    Ballots  for  the  vote  on  the  name  were  distributed  at  this 
time . 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS.  Discussion  on  appointment  of  provisional  board  was  taken 
up. 
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Section  5  -  (Clause  (f ) .    Mr.  Macklin  drevi  attention  to  clause  (f)  of  section 
5  -  Locals^  and  moved  in  amendment  to  clause  (f)  to  add  the  following  - 
"Notv/ithstanding  anyt  dng  stated  in  the  foregoing  subsection  any  local 
unable  to  hold  its  annual  meeting  prior  to  January  31st  by  reason  of  weather 
or  impassable  roads,  be  allowed  to  hold  its  annual  meeting  at  a  time  of  its 
own  choosing. 

Seconded  Scott.  Carried. 

SECTION  6  -  DISTRICT  ORGANIZATIONS. 

(bl    Each  district  shall  be  divided  into  five  or  more  sub-districts  by 
the  dele-ates  at  the  first  annual  meeting  of  the  district. 

Moved  Romeiki,  Baron.  Carried, 

(c)  District  boards  shall  consist  of  the  district  director,  who  shall 
be  chairman  of  the  board,  a  vice-chairman  who  shall  be  the  director  of  the 
Women's  Section,  and  the  sub-directors. 

Moved  -^Ider,  Hitman, 

Moved  in  amendment  Carlson  to  strike  out  the  words  "who  shall  be  chairman 
of  the  hoard",  and  add  the  following:    "A  chairman  shall  be  appointed  apart 
from  the  director."    Seconded  Hadland, 

Moved  in  amendment  to  the  amendment  Garneau  that  the  president  v;ill  be 
elected  outside  the  director. 

Moved  a  substitute  motion  Sears,  Baker,  that  the  district  board  shall  consist 
of  a  director,  chairman  of  the  board,  vice-president  and  the  sub-directors. 

Moved  that  the  resolution  be  sent  back  to  the  committee  for  re-drafting. 
Seconded.  Carried, 

Moved  Boutillier  that  the  provision  be  made  to  include  a  retire sentative  of 
the  Junior  Branch  on  the  board  and  representative  of  the  Women's  Section, 
Seconded  Vies.  Douglass,  Carried, 

Mr,  Young  in  the  chair, 

ORDER  OF  BUSII^SS,    lir,  Millsap  moved  that  immediately  after  decision  on 
electing  the  provisional  board  the  secretary  of  the  Veterans'  Committee 
will  give  a  report  of  progress. 

Clause  "d"    -  Section. 6  District  conventions  must  be  held  prior  to  July  ^Ist 
and  the  directors  elected  shall  t  ake  office  immediately  (exc^r^t  in  the  case 
of  the  first  provisional  board) , 

Moved,     Seconded  Hitman. 

Moved  in  amendment  Mrs.  Pharis  to  add  "if  at  all  possible"  after  "July  31st". 
Seconded  Romeiki. 

Amendment  carried. 

Resolution  as  amended  carried. 


(e)    Sub-directors  may  be  elected  at  local  rallies  or  hy  sub-disi 
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dele'^ates  at  the  annual  district  convention. 

Moved  and  seconded.  Carried. 

(f)    Duties  of  directors  and  sub-directors:     To  promote  the  interests 
of  the  organization  in  their  res-nective  districts,  to  assist  locals  in  keep- 
ing up  their  membership  and  to  help  them  carry  on  a  pro":ressive  and  construct- 
ive program. 

Moved  and  seconded.  Carried. 

SECTION  7    -  ANI'RJAL  COWEIyTTION. 

(a^    At  least  once  a  year  a  convention  of  the  delegat-^s  elected  as  here- 
inafter provided  and  of  the  officers  of  the  Association  shall  be  held.  The 
convention  shall  be  deemed  to  be  the  annual  or  -eneral  meeting  of  the 
Association  for  all  of  the  purposes  cf  such  a  meeting. 

Moved  Mrs.  Pharis,  Hitman.  Carried, 

(b)  The  convention  may  be  held  at  a  suitable  time  between  November  1st 
and  December  10th  alternatively  in  the  cities  of  Calgary  and  -i^dmonton  or 

at  such  other  place  and  time  as  the  board  may  consider  advisable. 

Moved.    Seconded  Stebbing, 

Moved  Macklin.  seconded,  in  amendment  to  strike  out  the  vrords  "alternatively 
in  the  cities  of  Calgary  and  Edmonton  or  at  such  other  place  and  time  as  the 
board  may  consider  avisable."  and  insert  "that  it  be  left  to  the  discretion 
of  the  board". 

Amendment  lost. 

Clause    (b)  carried, 

Mr,  Wood  in  the  chair, 

(c)  -  Representation  at  the  Annual  Convention, 

(1)  Local  representation  shall  be  on  the  basis  of  one  delegate  for  twenty- 
members  or  ma;'or  portion  thereof,  provided  always  that  every  local  in  -ood 
standing  shall  be  entitled  to  at  least  one  d^lei^-ate;  such  delegate  must  be- 
long to  the  local  v;hich  he  represents. 

Moved  Homeiki,  Hitman. 

Moved  in  amendment  to  "include  one  delegate  from  each  district  board". 
Seconded  Sears, 

Moved  Westphal    Edmonds  in  amendment  to  the  amendment  that  the  Constituency 
Associations  elect  the  delerates. 

Amendm'^nt  to  amendment  lost. 

Amendment  carried. 

SECTION  8  -    ELECTIONS  AT  COMlTSI-fflON 

(a)    The  --resident  and  vice-nresident  shall  be  eicted  by  the  delegates 
at  the  annual  convention. 
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Moved,  seconded  Stebbing. 

Moved  in  amendment  Garneau,  Zaraba  to  add  "and  all  other  members  of  the 
Executive, 

Moved  Groshko,  V/estphal  to  add  "who  will  be  re  sponsible  to  the  board  " 
Moved  Mrs.  Gillespie  that  we  adjourn  until  1:30.    Seconded  and  carried. 

THURSDAY  AFTKRNOON 

Mr.  Young  in  the  chair. 

A.F.U.  COrJVaNTION.    Mr.  Hadland  notified  the  A.F.U.  delegates  that  the  A.F.U. 
would  hold  thffiir  convention  on  Saturday  morning  in  the  Palliser. 

REDRAFT  SECTION  6  -  Clause  (c)  -  DISTRICT  BOA.  PS.    District  boards  shall 
consist  of  District  directors  for  men's,  women's  and  jijinior  sections, 
sub-district  directors,  and  a  chairman  and  vie ^-chairman,  all  of  whom,  shall 
be  elected  by  the  district  convention  with  the  exception  of  the  sub-district 
directors. 

Moved  and  seconded.  Carried, 

NAME,  Chair  announced  that  the  name  chosen  was  the  "Farmers  Union  of  Alberta", 
SECTION  8  -  ELBTION  AT  COt^SNTIGN  (Continued). 

Moved  Lucus,  Williams,  in  amendment  "that  a  president,  a  vice-president  and 
three  executive  members,  one  of  whom  shall  be  a  lady,  to  be  elected  by  the 
delegates  in  convention,  to  be  responsible  to  the  board  of  directors." 

Mr,  Wood  drev;  attention  to  the  ruling  he  had  made  pre^vious  to  adjournment  in 
regard  to  the  last  phrase  "to  be  resTDonsible  to  the  board  of  directors." 
Chair  ruled  this  portion  of  the  resolution  out  of  order, 

Mr.  Lucus  agreed  to  delete  this  portion. 

Moved  Mrs.  Taylor  that  section  10  be  considered  at  this  time. 

Moved  A.B.  Wood,  Mlllsap,  that  we  nostpone  discussion  on  this  section  until 
after  Section  10  has  been  dis^^osed  of.  Carried, 

ELECTION  OF  DIRECTORS.    The  Order  of  Business  committee  presented  the  following 
two  methods  of  electinr  directors: 

1.  Election  of  Directors  on  Provisional  Board  -    "Resolved,  that  each  of  the 
two  amalgamating  organizations  appoint  eight  (8)  members  to  act  as  Directors 
on  the  Provisional  Board  until  the  mid-summer  District  Convention;    this  board 
to  appoint  their  own  chairman  and  vice-chairman." 

2.  Election  of  Directors  on  Provisional  Board.-  "Resolved,  that  the  District 
delegates  from  each  District  within  the  newly  formed  organization  shall  meet 
separately  to  elect  a  District  Director  to  serve  on  the  Provisional  Board 
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until  the  next  District  Convention  is  held  in  his  District." 

Moved  Williams  that  discussion  on  the  constitution  be  tabled  for  the  time 
being  and  the  election  of  the  board  be  now  taken  up.    Seconded.  Carried, 

Recommendation  No.  2  was  moved  by  Mr.  Williams  as  the  method  to  be  adopted. 
Seconded. 

Moved  Eennig,    Holley  in  amendment,    Plan  No.  1 

Moved  in  amendment  to  the  amendment  Boutillier,  Milsap  that  a  president, 
a  vice-president  and  a  second  vice-president  be  elected  from  the  floor  of 
the  convention  and  strike  out  the  follomng  words  "that  they  appoint 
their  own  chaiiroan  and  vice-chairman*" 

Garneau  stated  that  the  Contact  Committee  was  merely  bringing  a  draft 
constitution  to  the  attention  of  the  delegates  as  well  as  suggestions 
but  that  it  did  not  mean  they  recommended  anything  contained  in  those 
suggestions  or  the  constitution,  and  stated  the  best  the  Contact  Committee 
could  do  was  have  a  tie  vote  at  many  of  the  meetings.  Mr.  A.B.  i/'Jood  (U.F.A. ) 
challenged  this  statement  and  lUr.  Garneau  acknowledged  it  was  orly  in 
connection  with  one  or  two  points  in  the  constitution  when  a  tie  vote 
had  resulted. 

Barker,  Lucas,  moved  that  the  previous  question  be  now  put.  Carried, 
Amendment  to  the  amendment  carried. 
Amendment  carried. 

Resolution  as  amended  carried  by  a  large  majority. 

ORnER  OF  PUSINFSS.    Mr.  Spencer  reminded  the  convention  that  nearly  three 
days  had  been  spent  and  begged  the  delegates  to  get  down  to  business.  He 
moved  that  the  nominations  for  president  take  place  at  11:00  a.m.  Friday 
morning.    Seconded  Milsap  Carried. 

RTPOP.T  OF  CREDE>''TIA.LS  CQT'TaTTEE.    Mr.  Ward  reported  on  behalf  of  the 

Credential  Committee  that  there  were  634  duly  registered  delegates;  that 

the  pool  rate  had  been  set  at  $14.00  and  recommended  that  the  surplus 

be  turned  in  to  help  defray  the  cost  of  this  convention.    Seconded  Stebbing. 

Carried. 

SECTION  10  -  EXECUTIVE.    THe  executive  shall  consist  of  the  president, 
vice-president,  president  of  the  Women's  Section  and  3  executive  committee- 
men anpointed  by  and  from  the  board. 

Moved  Coates  and  seconded. 

Moved  in  amendment  to  have  the  last  words  "appointed  by  and  froir  the  board" 
deleted  and  the  following  inserted:     "to  be  elected  by  the  convention". 
Seconded  Barons, 

Moved  in  amendment  Garneau,  "the  executive  shall  consist  of  the  president, 
the  vice-president  and  four  executive  committeemen  -  one  of  whom  shall  be 
a  woman  nominated  b^   the  women,  all  to  be  elected  by  the  convention." 
Seconded.  Lost. 


-  17  - 


Moved,  seconded  and  carried  that  the  previous  question  be  now  put. 
Amendment  to  the  amendment  lost. 

Moved  Macklin  that  e.  ch  district  shall  be  entitled  to  nominate  a  candidate 
for  the  Executive  of  the  central  board  and  that  no  nominee  for  tne  executive 
shall  be  accepted  who  has  not  first  received  endorsement  from  his  own 
district  delegates.    No  seconder. 

Moved  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Lucas  that  the  previous  question  be  ncvj  put. 
Carried. 

Section  as  amended  carried. 


YETEPAVS *  SEC TT ON .  Mr.  V/right  presented  a  report  on  behalf  of  the  Veterans' 
Section  as  follows: 


"■Reconimendations  of  the  Veterans'  meeting  held  in  Room  922  Palliser  Hotel 
at  1900  hours,  Wednesday,  January  12,  1948. 

TITLE: 

(a)  This  section  shall  be  known  as  the  VFTERAMS'  BRANCH. 

(b)  OBJECTS:    To  deal  with  the  problems  and  interests  of  Veterans 

of  V/orld  Wars  -  one  and  two,  any  action  taken  to  be 
subject  to  the  approval  of  the  central  Board  of 
Directors. 

(c)  miBERSHIP  Q^ULI'TC^iTIONS:    Any  veteran  who  has  served  in  H.M. 

Forces  and  is  a  paid  up  member  of  the  parent  organiza- 
tion shall  be  considered  a  member  of  the  Veterans' 
Branch. 

(d)  OEFICEPS:  The  Provincial  Officers  whc  shall  be  Chairman,  Vice- 

Chairman,  Executive  Secretary,  and  alternate  Board  member, 
which  shall  be  elected  at  each  annual  convention. 

(e)  ANNUAL  MEETING:    At  each  Annual  Convention  of  the  parent  organiza- 

tion, a  meeting  of  the  veterans  v;ill  be  called  as  soon 
as  possible  to  consider  all  resolutions  appearing  on  the 
agenda  regarding  veterans'  af-'airs  and  to  make  recom- 
mendations thereon,  and  further  resolutions  that  might 
be  considered  desirable,  and  further  that  the  calling 
of  such  meeting  be  by  the  Senior  Officer  present  at 
the  convention. 


Earl  Wright 
Executive  Secretary. 


Mr.  Wright  moved  the  adoption  of  the  report.     Seconded.  Carried. 

Moved  Baker,  Lucas  that  the  constitution  of  the  Veterans'  Sect  on  be  em- 
bodied in  the  main  constitution.  Carried. 

SECTION  8  -  ELECTIONS  AT  CONVENTION,  (a)  The  president  and  vice-president 
shall  be  elected  by  the  delegates  at  the  annual  convention. 
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Moved  and  seconded  that  section  8  be  now  taken  from  the  table.  ' 
Section  8  carried  as  amended. 

SECTION  9  -  BQhT?D  OF  DIRSrTORS.  (Vice-president  and  three  Executive  members 
to  be  elected  by  the  convention.) 

The  board  of  directors  shall  consist  of  a  president,  vice-presir'ent ,  the 
executive  of  the  Women's  Section,  the  president  of  the  Junior  Section,  one 
director  from  each  district. 

Moved  Lucas,  seconded.  Carried. 

The  Resolutions  Committee  recommended  that  Section  9  be  amended  by  adding 
"the  term  of  office  of  all  officers  shall  be  for  one  year  or  until  their 
successors  are  elected."    Seconded  Hennig.  Carried. 

Moved  and  seconded  "The  board  and  officers  of  the  Association  shall  have 
full  delegate  standing  at  the  annual  convention."  Carried. 

SECTION  11  -  RESPONSIBILITIES  OP  DIRECTORS. 

(a)  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  elected  board  of  directors  to  meet 
from  time  to  time  as  the  affairs  of  the  Association  shall  recuire.  At 
these  meetings  the  directors  shall  cond  ct  the  affairs  of  the  Association 
or  shall  delegate  such  work  to  the  e::ecutive  comm.ittee. 

Moved  Mrs.  Pharis,  seconded.  Carried. 

(b)  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  directors  to  work  at  all  times  in 

the  interest  of  the  Association  and  the  members  which  form  the  Association. 

Moved  Lucas,  Baker.  Carried. 

(c)  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  board  to  strive  for  the  achievement 
of  the  objectives  of  the  Association. 

Moved,  seconded.  Carried. 

(d)  Moved  Co^vin,  Baker,  that  "it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  directors 
to  support  the  policies  of  the  Association  as  laid  down  by  the  annual  con- 
vention." Carried. 

SECTION  12  -  AI/IET^T)INO  THE  'CONSTITUTION.  This  constitution  may  be  amended 
by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  delegates  present  and  voting  at  any  annual 
convention,  provided  that  proper  notice  of  motion  of  any  such  amendment 
shall  be  given  by  locals  six  weeks  prior  to  the  convention.  Constitutional 
amendments  shall  have  precedence  over  all  other  resolutions  after  the  time 
of  notice  has  expired. 

Moved,    Seconded  Baker. 

Moved  in  amendment  to  strike  out  the  words  "provided  that  proper  notice  of 
motion  of  any  such  amendment  shall  be  given  by  locals  six  weeks  prior  to 
the  convention".  Seconded. 


Moved   Isaac  to  table  for  further  inforras^tion.    Seconded.  Carried, 
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CO-OP^.RATIOM  WITH  LABOR.    Moved  Maricle  that  the  following  be  added 
to  Section  3  on  Pones'-  -  "Co-operation  v/ith  labor  and  other  groups 
having  siinilar  aims  and  objects."    Seconded  Baron. 

Moved  Mrs.Schroter  that  we  adjourn  until  8:00  p.m.    Seconded  Mrs.  Larson. 
Lost, 

Moved  Millsap  that  tlrds  Section  be  sent  back  to  the  Resolutions 
Committee  to  be  brought  back  in  the  form  of  a  directive  to  the  board 
of  directors  and  not  as  a  constitutional  amendment.    Seconied  Mrs. 
Pharis.  Carried. 

Moved  lifer  icle,  Paulson  that  we  adjourn  until  8:00  p.m.  Carried. 

THURSDAY  EVEMMG 

SECTION  3. 

(c)     (Motion  to  refer  to  Resolutions  Coimrdttee  for  redrafting) 

Maricle,  Seconded  Kozep  challenged  the  ruling  of  the  chair  in  accenting 
Mr.  Mellsap's  resolution. 

Mr.  Wood  took  the  chair. 

Ruling  upheld  by  vote  of  the  convention. 

Moved  Isaac  that  the  previous  cuestion  be  ■^ut.    Seconded  and  carried. 
Motion  to  refer  carried. 

TIME  LPCIT.    Moved  Isaacs  that  delegates  be  limited  to  3  minutes  and 
only  be  allowed  to  speak  once.    Seconded  and  carried. 

Section'  6  -  DISTRICT  ORGAMZATIONS    "Resolved,  that  the  district  and 
constituency  officials  other  than  directors  of  both  organizations, 
holding  office  at  the  time  amalgamatim  is  effected,  continue  to  serve 
jointly  as  district  officials  until  the  district  elections  take  Dlace." 

Moved,  seconded.  Carried. 

Section  4  (f)  .    Moved  Spencer,  Romeike  -  "Officers  and  Directors  of  the 
Women's  Section  shall  have  full  delegate  standing  at  the  annual  convention. 
Carried, 

Section  10  -  E:>cecutive.  Moved  Milsap,  to  add  as  clause  (b)  - 

"any  member  of  the  central  e  .ecutive  shall  cease  to  hold  office  immediately 

he  becomes  an  officer  of  any  political  party,  becomes  a  candidate  of 

any  political  party  or  becomes  an  organizer  for  any  political  partj^-," 

Seconded, 

Moved  in  amendment  Polletier  -  "to  include  all  directors  and  district 
officers."  Seconded. 

Amendment  to  the  amendment  lost. 

Amendment  carried. 
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Clause  as  amended  carried. 

Section  ^  -  Annual  Convention  . 

(b)    The  convention  may  be  held  at  a  suitable  time  between  Kovember  1st 
and  December  10th  alternatively  in  the  cities  of  Calgary  and  Edmonton 
or  at  such  other  place  and  time  as  the  board  may  consider  advisable. 

Moved  Mrs,  Pharis.    Seconded.  Carried, 

Section  12  -  Amendine;  the  Constitution.    ¥lr,  Issac  the  mover  stated  he 
would  be  willing  to  id.thdraw  his  motion.    Seconder  would  not  agree. 

Moved  Boutillier  that  the  time  be  set  at  two  weeks.    Seconded,  Lost. 

Section  12  carried. 

Section  10.      Moved  Cameron  to  include  the  president  of  the  Junior  Branch, 
Seconded.  Lost, 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS,      Mr,  Spencer  recommended  that  Resolutions  2  and  5 
in  the  first  sheet  of  the  resolutions  be  nov?  considered, 

(2)    TERM  OF  OFFICE  IN  AM-ALGAMATED  BODY.     "IVhereas,  if  the  same  officers 
serve  in  the  same  caoacitv  for  year  after  year,  it  does  not  o-ive  an 
opportunity^  for  others  to  work; 

Thei'efore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  term  of  office  for  any  Central  official 
be  limited  to  three  consecutive  years." 

Moved  Spencer,  Furnalls, 

Moved  in  amendment  Rose,  Hadland,  that  it  shall  ar^ply  to  the  president 
only.  Carried, 

Moved  in  amendment  to  chanr-e  the  term  of  office  to  five  years.  Seconded, 
Carried, 

Resolution  as  amended  carried. 

(5)    LIFE  MEI^IBEr'SHIP.     "Be  it  resolved,  that  we  favor  a  system  of  life 
membership  for  our  proposed  new  organization. 

Moved  Spencer  and  seconded.    Lost  by  a  large  majority, 

VOTE  ON  AI^ALGaMATION.  Moved  Lucas  that  at  10:00  a.m.  the  vote  on  amalgama- 
tion be  taken.    Seconded  Sears, 

Mr,  MacLeod  stated  there  were  two  or  three  resolutions  which  should  be 
dealt  vri. th  before  this  vote  is  taken. 

Moved  Muir  that  we  accept  the  recommendation  of  the  Order  of  Business 
Committee.    Seconded  Romoike.  Carried, 

Moved  Garneau  that  Me  ad;ourn  until  9:00  a.m.  Seconded. 

Moved  in  amendment  to  9:30, 

Mr,  Church  stated  that  the.  U.F.A.  Board  had  considered  taking  the 
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resolution  on  amalgaraation  and  had  decided  to  call  a  separate  convention 
of  the  U.F.A.  delegates  to  take  this  vote  and  read  the  following  notice :- 

"In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  vote  on  the  coinplettirion  of  Amalgamation 
means  the  decision  to  dissolve  the  tv^o  oriRanizations  v/hich  can  only  be 
done  by  the  delegates  of  each  organization  voting  on  the  matter,  there- 
fore notice  is  given  that  before  the  vote  to  ratifjr  amalp-ajnation,  th..e 
delegates  of  the  two  respective  organizations  meet  separately  to  decide 
on  entering  the  new  organization  under  the  Constitution  as  drafted.*' 

Itc.  Stimpfle  stated  that  the  A.F.V.  were  holding  a  separate  convention 
on  Saturday. 

Motion  to  adjourn  lost. 

Moved  ^Jilson,  Hennig,  that  the  constitution  be  adopted.  Carried. 

Moved  Tindall  that  the  IJ.F.A.  delegates  meet  at  9:00  a.m.  and  the  joint 
convention  at  10:00  a.m.    Seconded  and  carried. 

10.    iil^n A' J l^TI ON .  "Resolved,  that  no  amalgamation  vjith  the  Alberta  Farmers' 
Union  be  considered  which  does  not  guarantee  continued  membership  ir  and 
undivided  support  of  both  the  ^ilberta  Federation  of  Agriculture  and  th© 
Canadian  Federation  of  Agriculture." 

Moved  MacLeod,  I!rs.  Pharis.    Carried  by  a  lare-e  majority, 

CO-OPSR-.TIOT'^  :;m:  I^EOR,  'Tiesolved,  that  the  board  be  instructed  to 
co-operate  vjith  labor  vxhenever  it  is  in  the  mutual  interest  of  both  bodies, 
subject  to  aprroval  of  the  Annual  Convention." 

Moved  Eoutillier,  Romeike.  Carried, 


.Adiournment  11:15. 


MTING  OF  IT.F.A.  DELEGATES,  9:00  a.m.   ,  JA7TUi.RY  14th,  1949. 

Mr,  Church  called  the  convention  to  order  and  asked  I-5r,  Wood  to  take  the 
chair. 

i^MaLCAJ^iTION .  "Resolved,  that  this  body  of  delegates  of  the  United  Farmers 
of  Alberta,  having  been  instructed  to  attend  this  joint  convention  of  the 
U.F.A,  and  the  Alberta  Farmers  Union;  and  ha/ing  participated  in  tht  setting 
up  of  the  constitution  and  by-laws  of  a  neiv  organization  of  farmers  to  be 
knoi.jn  as  the  "Farmers  Union  of  Albei'ta"  as  authorized  at  a  convention  held 
in  December  1948,  does  hereby  ratify  the  action  of  this  joint  convention 
in  that  respect,  and 

Be  it  further  resolved,  that  the  officers  of  this  association  are  hereby 
authorized  and  instructed  to  wind  up  the  affairs  of  the  United  Farmers 
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of  Alberta  and  turn  over  the  assets  of  that  body  to  the  new  organization, 
the  Fanners  Union  of  Alberta,  as  agreed  wnon  by  resolution  of  the 
December  1948  convention. 

Moved  Ward,  Hennis;, 

Moved  Muir  - 

"Whereas,  we,  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta,  believe  firmly  in  Unity, 
based  on  the  acceritance  of  principles,  objectives  and  methods;  and 

Whereas,  we  vdsh  to  reaffirm  our  stand  at  this  critical  tirae; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved  - 

(a)  -  that  we  invite  the  su^-oort  of  all  farmers  who  vdll  accept  the 
guiding  principles  of  this  organization,  namely  -  the  feeding  of  humanity, 
the  building  of  character,  and  the  raisinc:  of  livinr:  standards  on  the 
land  and  in  the  community  as  a  whole,  and  further  - 

(b)  -  that  we  repudiate  the  rsolicy  of  direct  action  (strike)  by  farmers 
as  inconsistent  with  these  principles,  and  further  - 

(c)  -  that  we  will  continue  to  fight  for  agriculture  by  usin~  all  democratic 
means  available  to  refer  our  recuests  to  the  -oroDer  authorities,  and 
-further  - 

(d)  -  that  we  will  not  assist  in  promoting  the  class  struggle,  nor  allow 
ourselves  to  be  used  to  further  class  struggle." 

Chairman  would  not  accept  this  resolution  as  it  was  a  direct  negative. 

Moved  ill  amendment  to  add  -  "as  agreed  upon  by  the  resolution  of  the  1948 
convention."  Garried. 

Moved  Church  that  the  election  committee  and  credential  count  the  ballots 
on  amalgamation  vote.    Seconded.  Carried, 

The  resolution  v/as  adopted  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  Church  thanked  the  delegates  for  the  sunport  they  had  ?iven  him  during 
his  term  of  office.    Wo  matter  what  ha-~r>ens  in  the  future  he  Vvdll  not 
forget  the  associations  he  has  made  with  the  members  of  the  U.F.A, 

Mr.  Wood  on  behalf  of  himiself  and  the  board  said  they  had  enjoyed  the 
work  in  the  organization  and  this  was  a  sad  day  for  them  too, 

Mrs.  Lovre  stated  that  if  v;e  go  into  the  new  organization  we  must  work  and 
try  to  make  it  v;hat  v/e  want. 

The  delegc-tes  expressed  appreciation  of  the  work  of  I4r.  Church,  Mrs. 
Lowe  and  the  secretary  Miss  Birch  \rith  rounds  of  cheers  and  applause, 

Mr,  Hart  thanked  the  members  for  their  assistance  on  behalf  of  the  Juniors, 
Meeting  adjourned  at  10:15, 
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(Joint  Convention  Continued) 


FRIDAY  MORNIPJG 

Mr,  Young  in  the  chair, 

Mr.  Church  advised  the  convention  that  the  U.F.A,  had  passed  a  resolution 
to  complete  the  amalgamation.  Cheers, 

STRIKE  ACTION.  Moved  Flock,  that  the  clause  re  strike  action  be  rescinded. 
No  seconder, 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS.    Moved  Spencer  that  v;e  take  up  resolutions  6-7. 
Agreed, 

6.  HEAD  OFFICE  OF  M  BODY.  "Whereas,  a  .ioint  convention  is  to  be  held 
in  the  near  future  to  consider  the  final  details  of  amalgamation  and  to 
put  the  same  into  effect; 

Be  it  resolved,  that  we  go  on  record  as  requesting  that  a  clause  be 
inserted  in  i-he  new  constituiion  which  must  necessarily  be  drawn  up, 
that  the  City  of  Edmonton  be  chosen  as  the  headquarters  of  the  new 
Organization,  in  order  that  oiir  officials  may  be  in  close  contact  with 
our  Provincial  Government  vjith  whom  they  must  frequently  work  in  the 
interest  of  all  farmers." 

Moved.    Seconded  Lucas.  Carried, 

7,  OFFICE  IN  CALGARY  FOR  AMALGAI-iATED  BODY,     "l^fhereas,  we  in  the  south 
appreciate  the  necessity  and  the  advisability  of  having  the  main  office 
of  the  body  in  Edmonton  due  to  the  fact  that  our  officials  should  be  in 
close  contact  with  the  Government,  and 

Whereas,  v/e  feel  that  in  the  best  interests  of  the  organization  the  members 
in  the  south  should  have  an  office  in  Calgary; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  a  sub-office  be  situated  in  Calgary;  also 
at  a  future  date  another  sub-office  could  be  or^ened  in  Lethbridge." 

Moved  Isaacs.    Seconded  and  carried. 

ORDER  OF  BUSII\ESS.    Order  of  business  recommended  that  the  following 
resolutions  be  considered  -  15-17-13-55-85.    Moved  Flock,  Mrs,  Flint. 
Carried, 

WOMEN ' S  COIWENTION .    It  v/as  announced  that  the  ladies  would  meet  in  the 
Labor  Temple  at  2: CO  p.m.  to  set  up  their  own  organization 

AMALGAMATION^    "Resolved,  that  the  convention  do  nov;  proceed  to  organize 
under  the  new  constitution  which  has  been  adopted  and  to  bring  into 
effect  the  amal!:;amation  of  the  U.F.A.  and  A.F.U.  under  the  name  "Farmers 
Union  of  Alberta" , 

Moved  Spencer,  Milsap. 

Moved  Kelly  to  take  this  vote  by  standing  vote.    Seconded.  Lost, 


s 
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Carried  mth  one  vote  a?ainst. 

Moved  Mcintosh,  Stimpfle  -  "that  this  convention  frp  on  record  as  congratula- 
ting the  members  of  the  U.F.A.  on  their  raod  sportsmanship,  the  largeness 
of  their  vision  and  their  tolerance  in  ratifying  the  amalgamation  proceed- 
ings of  this  convention  despite  the  fact  that  they  were  nximericall:;-  in 
the  minority  and  despite  the  circulation  of  unauthorized  literature  in 
this  room."  Carried, 

STAIOING  RESgyjTIONS  COM  "Be  it  resolved,  that  a  standing  resolu- 

tions committee  of  four  be  elected  annually  from  the  floor  of  the  convention 
such  com-nittee  to  be  authorized  to  prepare,  edit  and  consolidate  resolutions 
submitted  to  the  convention." 

Moved  Spencer,    Seconded,  Carried, 

#95.    COLLECTION  OF  DUES.  "Whereas,  collection  of  membershiTD  fees  is  a 
difficult  task J 

Be  it  resolved,  that  consideration  be  given  to  a  possible  arrangement 
for  deduction  of  membership  fees  from  dividends  accruing  to  the  member 
by  one  of  the  various  Co-ops,  as  designated  by  the  member  in  a  signed 
form,  riving  his  consent  to  such  deduction  to  be  continuous  until 
cancelled  by  either  party," 

Moved  Spencer,  Hadland. 

Moved  in  amendment  Stim-fle    that  in  addition  to  the  co-or;eratives  the 
same  re'^uisitions  go  to  the  municinality  in  any  area  where  the  member 
is  not  a  member  of  a  co-operative  or  in  local  improvement  districts. 
Seconded, 

Moved  in  amendment  to  the  amendment  Boutillier,  vie  instruct  our  board  to 
initiate  an  investir^ation  into  the  oossibilities  of  a  form  of  compulsory 
membershir  similar  to  that  esta.  lished  by  the  British  Farmers  Union, 

No  seconder. 

Moved  McMillan,  that  the  cuestion  be  nov:  riut.    Seconded,  Carried, 

Amendment  carried. 

Resolution  as  amended  carried. 

Moved  Baker  that  in  order  to  secure  a  fair  share  of  representation  from 
both  organizations  the  candidate  securing  the  highest  number  of  votes 
be  president,  the  second  highest  votes  1st  vice-president  for  the  first 
term  of  office.  Seconded, 

Moved  Macklin  as  a  substitute  motion  that  if  the  president  elected  is 
from  the  A.F.U,,  ohe  first  vice-president  must  be  from  the  U,F,A.,  or 
vice-versa.  Seconded, 

Mr.  Baker  withdrew  his  motion  in  favor  of  this  resolution. 
The  motion  carried. 
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FULL-TD4E  PRESIDED.  Moved  Hadland,  Holly  that  we  have  a  full-time  president 
mth  an  adequate  salary.  Carried, 

Moved  Lee  that  the  first  vice-president  be  paid  an  adequate  salary  for 
the  time  he  puts  in  during  the  completition  of  amalgamation.  Seconded, 
Lost, 

NOMINATIONS  FOR  PRESIDENT, 


Isaac  nominated 

oT'impixe 

Church 

Sears 

A.B,  Wood 

Munson 

L.E,  Fharis 

G  ame  ron 

J,M.  Bentley 

L\\J-L  iiU-IVO 

n.Lr»  loung 

Hippe 

Milsap 

Mulak 

Marie le 

Reese 

C.F.  Pals 

Mrs,  Douglass 

R.  Hennig 

Baron 

Russell 

Carlson 

R.  Garneau 

A.R.  Hadland 

Miller 

Pelletier 

Colvin 

D.  MacLeod 

Riddle 

C.  King 

Took 

H.  Boutillier 

Risdon 

J,M.  TiJheatley 

Moved  McGorm^  that  nominations  coase.    Seconded.  Carried, 

The  following  vdthdrew  -  Messrs.  Church.  Wood,  ^haris,  Young,  Milsap, 
Maricle,  Russell,  Garneau,  Hadland,  Pelletier,  MacLeod,  King,  Boutillier, 
VJheatley. 

Moved  Macklin  to  adjourn  until  2:00  p.m.    Seconded  and  carried, 

FRIDAY  AFTERIvOOM 
Ladies  in  separate  session,    Mr,  Wood  in  the  chair, 

15.  REPRESENTATION  ON  A.F.A.      "Whereas,  the  A.F,A.  is  made  up  of  85  per 
cent  Co-op«  representation,  and 

Whereas,  we  believe  that  the  bona  fide  farmers*  organization  should 
speik  and  act  for  themselves  and  their  Co-ops.; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  reouest  our  Board  of  Directors  to 
demand  and  strive  for  a  majority  representation  from  the  bona  fide  direct 
membership  far^f^er  organizations  of  Alberta  on  the  A.F.A." 

Moved.    Seconded  Romeike.  Carried. 

17,    STRIKE  ACTION.     "V/hereas,  major  resolutions  t^assed  at  our  Annual 
Convention  have  not,  for  the  greater  part,  been  implomented  by  our  Federal 


-  26  - 


and  Provincial  Governments,  and 

Whereas,  the  -oresent  TOvernment  Dolicy  of  allowing  our  cost  of  producticn 
to  slor  rocket,  with  the  rrice  of  our  produce  held  dov/n  hj  ceilin'^s 
and  kert  below  world  r>rices; 

Be  it  resolved,  that  our  Central  Board  of  Directors  contact  other  farm 
organizations  in  Western  Canada  with  the  view  of  staping  a  non- 
delivery strike  if  our  demands  are  to  be  continually  ignored." 

Moved  Romeike.  Seconded. 

Moved  in  amendment  to  delete  "strike"  and  insert  "or :;anized"  in  the 
heading,  and  to  strike  out  words  "western"  and  strike  out  all  the  vrords 
after  word  "staging"  and  add  the  follovring:    "the  most  effective  means 
of  protest  which  shall  cause  the  least  loss  to  agriculture".  No 
seconder. 

Moved  Flock  that  this  resolution  be  tabled.    Seconded.  Carried, 

18.  STRIKE  PLAN.     "V/hereas,  experience  has  taufj;ht  us  that  the  task  of 

conducting;  a  widespread  farmers'  strike  calls  for  prompt  and  efficient 
co-operation  on  the  part  of  all  members  and  units  and  it  too  large 
an  operation  to  be  conducted  from  one  Central  Office; 

Be  it  resolved,  that  a  system  of  Regional  Headotiarters  and  committees  be 
set  UD  and  carefully  instructed  accordin"  to  the  terms  of  an  overall 
plan  for  the  successful  prosecution  of  an^^  future  strike  found  necessary. 

No  mover. 

55 »    NATIOIiAL  FARMERS'  UMON.  "Whereas,  our  previous  resolution  asking 
the  Board  of  Directors  to  carr-^  out  the  mandate  of  the  Convention  to 
set  up  a  National  Farmers'  Union  has  not  been  acted  on,  and 

I^Jhereas,  no  orominence  has  been  '^iven  to  the  necessity  of  setting  up 
a  National  Farmers'  Union^ 

Be  it  resolved,  that  we  urge  our  Board  immediately  act  to  'publicize 
and  set  up  a  National  Farmers'  Union  according  to  the  mandate  as  laid 
down  at  the  convention." 

Chairman  refused  to  accept  the  resolution  in  its  present  form.. 

85 «    SBCBSSION.    "Resolved  that  we,  as  Canadians,  are  in  sympathy  \n.th 
secession  of  Western  Canada  from  Eastern  Canada." 

Moved  Holley  that  this  resolution  be  deleted  from  all  the  records  of 
tiis  organization.    Seconded.  Carried. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS.    Moved  Silencer,  Kilsap  that  we  start  considering 
resolutions  at  the  beginning  of  the  book  and  continue  in  order.  Seconded 
and  carried. 


1.    INCOME  TAX.    "Ivhereas,  the  present  Income  Tax  regulations  as  applied 
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to  farmers  are  still  not  acce^^ table  in  some  ways  to  farmers j 

Be  it  resolved,  that  we  continue  to  r^ress  for  the  implementation  of 
the  follov/ing  demands: 

1.  That  in  the  case  of  dispersal  sales  of  livestock,  an  ecuivalent 
nioiriber  of  animals  to  those  owned  on  January  1st,  1941,  be  considered 
a  capital  asset,  and  not  subject  to  income  tax.    This  to  apply  to 
horses,  sheep,  hogs,  and  poultry  as  well  as  to  cattle. 

2.  That  exemptions  be  raised  to  $1,500  for  sin!<le  persons  and  stOjOOO 
for  married  couples,  and  proportional  increase  for  de-nendents, 

3.  Allowance  for  labor  of  farm  farrilies  in  connection  >dth  rroduction 
on  the  farm. 

4.  No  responsibility  for  income  tax  on  wa'^es  paid  to  farm  help. 

5.  That  the  organized  farmers  choose  at  least  four  representatives  on 
the  thirteen  man  appeal  board  bein?  created. 

6.  Provision  for  final  clearance  to  all  taxpayers  within  two  years. 

7.  No  special  exemptions  to  an'"  class,  but  full  provision  for  proper 
expenses. 

S.    Simplification  of  Income  Tax  forms. 

9.  Uniforradty  of  interpretation  and  administration  of  the  Income  Tax 
Act.    It  should  not  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  District  Inspectors 
to  vary  the  provisions  of  the  Act, 

10.  Brushin?  and  breaking  of  nev/  land  should  be  considered  a  current 
expense. 

Moved  Paulson,  seconded,  that  Mr.  Burbidge  be  given  five  minutes  on 
this  matter.  Lost. 

Moved  Burbidge  and  Woodrow, 

Moved  Spencer  to  delete  the  word  "poultry"  and  insert  the  word  "a" 
before  the  word  "hogs".    Seconded  Pelletier, 

Agreed  to  allov/  Mr.  MacLeod  a  member  of  the  A.F.A.  income  tax  committee 
to  give  information. 

Moved  that  we  back  the  action  of  the  Western  Stock  Growers  in  connection 
vd.th  basic  herds  that  this  plan  be  retroactive  to  1941  instead  of  1947. 

Resolution  No.  1  on  Income  Tax  carried. 

Moved  that  Mr.  Copwck,  secretarv  of  the  V/estern  Stock  Grov;ers  be 

asked  to  address  the  meetinj?  and  be  allowed  five  or  ten  minutes.  Secondsd 

and  lost. 

CONSTITUTION.  Agreed  that  co-^ies  of  the  constitution  be  printed  and 
sent  to  the  locals  as  soon  as  possible. 

2.    C0AP3S  GRAIN  THROUGH  BOARD,     "Whereas,  the  Dominion  Government  has 
passed  the  necessary  le  dslation  for  taking  coarse  grains  out  of  the 
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Grain  Exchange  hands  and  having  them  marketed  in  the  same  manner  as 
wheat,  bj  the  Wheat  Board,  and 

Whereas,  they  have  asked  that  the  Governments  of  the  three  prairie 
provinces  express  their  ^reference  for  Government  handling-  of  coarse 
grains,  before  they  out  the  Dominion  law  into  operation,  and 

Be  it  therefore  resolved,  that  we  ask  the  Alberta  Government,  in  its 
next  session  to  express  the  will  of  this  province  as  in  favor  of 
Government  handlin,t7  of  coarse  .^rains." 

Moved  Macklin,  Sutherland, 

Moved  in  amendment  Russell  to  strike  out  the  word  "next"  and  insert 
"first  session  in  1949". 

Carried. 

Resolution  as  amended  carried. 

Chairman  advised  that  the  A.F.A,  had  called  a  conference  in  Saskatoon 
for  the  end  of  the  month  discuss  coarse  f^rains,  etc. 

3 .    COARSE  GRAI NS .    "V/hereas,  the  effort  of  all  western  farm  organizations 
to  have  coarse  p-rains  brought  under  the  control  of  the  Canada  Wheat 
Board  has  aoparently  been  totally  ignored  by  those  in  authority  at 
Ott-,wa  who  by  removing  controls  has  brought  back  open  market  speculative 
trading  on  coarse  ;5rains,  leaving  wheat  the  only  cereal  product  under 
stablized  control,  and 

Whereas,  the  grain  trade  having  gained  this  great  measure  of  victory 
over  the  will  and  desires  of  organized  farmers  will  no  doubt  now  proceed 
to  work  tov/ard  the  discontinuance  of  the  Wheat  Board,  v/he  'eby  farmers 
would,  as  in  the  past,  again  be  subjected  to  having  all  their  grains 
become  the  medium  of  speculative  gambling  with  subsecuent  price  uncertainly 
which  has  always  proved  to  be  a  deterrant  to  farm  operation  planning; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this  Government  request  the  Dominion 
Government  to  enact  at  the  coming  session  the  necessary  legislation  to 
create  a  National  Grain  Board  to  market  all  grains,  and 

Further  be  it  resolved,  that  the  Western  Grain  Producers  be  riven 
adequate  representation  on  said  Boards,  chosen  by  and  from  direct  member- 
ship farm  organizations . " 

Moved  Platz.  Seconded. 

Moved  in  amendment  Paulson,  Burbid-^e,  that  the  board  shall  not  sell  to 
the  distilleries  and  breweries  below  the  market  T:irice, 

Amendment'  carried, 

McBride  moved  to  table  this  resolution.    No  seconder. 
Resolution  as  amended  carried. 

U.  INCREASE  IN  PRICE  OF  V[HEAT._    "Whereas,  the  price  of  every  commodity 

that  the  farmer  has  to  buy  has  been  allowed  to  rise  sharnly  since  the 
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price  of  wheat  has  been  fixed j 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  recuest  the  Canadian  Government  to 
authorize  the  Canadian  VJheat  Board  to  raise  the  final  nrice  of  all  wheat 
to  $2.00  per  bushel  for  the  five  year  xDeriod,  from  1945  to  1950,  basis 
Fort  VvUlliam  and  Vancouver." 

Moved  Puchinski,  Burbidge. 

Moved  in  amendm-nt  to  insert  "not  less  than"  in  place  of  "or"  before 
the  word  $2,00. 

Seconded  and  carried. 

Amendment  carried. 

Resolution  as  amended  carried. 

Candidates  for  president  spoke  briefly. 

Moved  MacLeod  that  one  ballot  be  taken  for  first  and  second  vice-president. 
If  the  president  is  an  A.F.U,  man  then  the  first  viee-president  shall  be 
a  U.F.A.  and  the  second  highest  shall  be  second  vice-president  and  vice- 
versa  if  the  president  is  an  U.F.A,  man.    Seconded  and  carried. 

Agreed  that  the  committee  start  counting  the  ballots  at  this  time  but 
do  not  finish  until  the  women's  ballots  are  received  when  the  ballots 
shall  be  mixed  for  the  balance  of  the  counting, 

5,  PRICE  OF  WHEAT,  "i\/hereas,  we  as  producers  prefer  the  stabilizing 
effect  on  prices  of  long  term  trade  agreements  between  ^governments  on 
a  parity  price  basis  rather  than  the  unstable  conpetitive  prices  re- 
sulting from  speculators  seeking  profits  on  exchanges; 

Be  it  therefore  resolved,  that  we  ask  the  Dominion  Government  to  endeavor 
to  keep  the  price  of  v/heat  to  Britain  arranged  two  years  ahe  id,  so  that 
eanadian  producers  can  rjlan  their  production  accordingly,  and 

We  also  recommend  that  in  setting  the  r^rice  they  have  regard  not  only 
to  the  louver  than  world  price  paid  by  Britain  in  the  past  few  years, 
but  also  to  the  hi^-h  -rice  paid  by  Britain  for  the  measure  of  liberty 
enjoyed  by  us  and  the  rest  of  the  v/orld  tod. ay." 

Moved  Macklin,  Seegrove, 

Moved  in  amendment  Paulson  -  "if  it  is  found  necessary  to  help  Britain 
further  by  selling  our  wheat  to  them  at  belov;  the  market  Drice  that 
the  loss  on  this  belov;  market  price  be  borne  by'  the  Dominion  De^-^artment  ' 
of  Revenue  and  not  by  the  Canadian  VJheat  growers  as  in  the  past." 

Amendment  carried. 

Resolution  as  amended  carried, 

AT, 

6.  lUTERNATIOI^V^HEAT  AGREEMSI'^T.     "Be  it  resolved,  that  we  request  the 
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Dominion  Government  to  take  stens  to  promote  an  International  V/heat 
Agreement,  based  upon  a  formula  similar  in  effect  to  the  U.S.  Parity 
Price  formula. 

As  examole:  V/heat 

Price_ 

August  1st,  1947  W.OO 

August  1st,  1948,  2.40 

Au'ust  1st,  1949   1.90 

The  agreement  to  be  renegotiated  each  five  years. 

Moved  Macklin,  Stebbing. 

Moved  Paulson  -  "subject  to  the  overriding  provision  of  Resolution  No,  4 
No  seconder. 

Moved  Pharis  to  delete  the  words  after  "agreement"  in  the  first  clause 
down  to  the  last  line.    Seconded  MacLeod, 

Moved  to  refer  to  the  board  of  directors  with  the  recommendation  they 
try  to  work  out  a  price  formula  based  upon  our  cost  of  production. 

Seconded  Garneau,  Carried, 

CANADIAN  WH3AT  BOARD.     "We  demand  that  the  grain  farmers  of  Canada  have 
at  least  50%  representation  on  the  Canadian  Wheat  Board  and  ask  that 
this  representation  be  maintained  financially  by  the  various  Provincial 
Farm  Organizations." 

Moved  Isaacs,  Paulson,  Lost, 

COL.  DR^>f.  Moved  Paulson  that  we  tharkMr.  Smith  for  his  offer  to  get 
Mr,  Drew  to  appear  before  the  delegates  but  to  advise  him  our  nro'ram 
was  too  crowded:  also  to  extend  best  wishes  to  him. 

Seconded  and  carried, 

ELSGTION  OF  PRSSID5NT.      Mr,  Cameron  announced  that  Mr,  Stimpfle  had  been 
elected  president  of  the  new  organization.    Mr.  Stimpfle  thanked  the  delegates 
for  their  su-nport  and  said  he  would  do  his  best  to  carry  out  his  duties. 

Mr,  Young  in  the  chair. 

Mr,  Roy  McBride  drew  attention  to  a  letter  which  appeared  in  the  morning 
Albertan  written  by  ¥jr.  T.L.  Paulson  of  Rochfort  Bridge.    Mr.  Paulson 
is  a  delegate  at  this  convention.    The  letter  stated  that  - 

"Since  when  did  the  C.F.A.  have  any  high  rrinciples?    Does  treating  all 
other  Canadian  farm  bodies  as  puppets  constitute  high  principles? 

"Even  if  this  'merger  of  a  U,F,A,  and  A.F.U,  is  consummated,  and  even  if 

it  enrolls  fifty  thousand  members  will    not  entitle  it  to  even  one 

delegate  to  any  C.F.A.  Annual  Convention.    Is  that  high  deomocratic  principles? 

"The  further  fact  that  the  C.F.A.  directorate  can  veto  any  or  all  of  the 
resolutions  passed  on  the  floor  of  any  organization,  including  the  C.F.A, 
is  not  high  princir)les  -  but  instead  is  oli?arch:y  facism  of  the  worst  kind." 


Farm  Cost 
^ndex  

100  ' 

120 
90 
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Mr.  McBridge  moved,  "Be  it  resolved,  at  this  convention  to  go  on  record  as 
absolutely  and  completely  repudiatinfr  the  statements  apainst  the  C.F.A,", 
Seconded, 

Moved  Paulson  that  the  resolution  be  tabled.    No  seconder. 
The  resolution  carried, 
NOMINATIONS  FOR  VICS  ragSIDENT . 


Mr.  Holly  nominated 

R.  Hennig 

Mr,  Rernike 

A.B.  Wood 

Mr,  Baron 

Mr.  Russel 

Mr.  Lucas 

Mr.  Milsap 

Mr,  Maricle 

Mr.  Edgar 

J.M.  Bent ley 

Mr,  Carlson 

A.R,  Hadland 

R,  Garneau 

Mr.  Spencer 

Donald  MacLeod 

Mr.  Pharis 

R.  Muir 

H.G.  Young 

J, A,  Cameron 

A.B.  McGorraan 

Mr.  Oliver 

H,  Boutillier 

Moved  that  nominations  cease.    Seconded  and  carried. 

The  following  withdrew:    Messrs.  Wood,  Milsap,  Bentley,  MacLeod,  Muir, 
Young,  Cameron,  Oliver,  Boutillier, 

On  point  of  privilege  H.  Boutillier  asked  permission  to  re-open  the 
question  on  having  Colonel  Drew  anpear  before  the  convention.    The  chair- 
man ruled  this  resolution  out  of  order. 

Moved  Milsar)  to  reconsider.  Seconded, 

The  chair  was  ruled  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Stimpfle  as  one  of  the  chief  chairman  was  asked  to  take  the  chair.  He 
accepted  the  motion  to  reconsider  the  question.    The  motion  to  reconsider 
the  question  was  seconded  and  lost, 

ORDER  OF  BUSir^SS.    Statement  was  made  that  the  A.F.u.  will  only  be  meeting 
in  separate  convention  in  the  forenoon  Saturday  and  it  was  suggested  that 
the  joint  convention  continue  on  Saturday  afternnon,    Mr.  Spencer  therefore 
moved  that  the  A.F.U,  delegates  meet  in  separate  session  in  the  morning 
and  that  the  joint  convention  continue  in  the  afternoon.    Seconded  and  carried. 

#7  RUPIAL  ELECTRIFICATION,     "i/ifhereas,  the  development  of  hjMro-electric  poi^-er 
in  Alberta  under  Provincial  ovmershir)  and  control  has  been  the  policy  of 
the  A.F.U.  and  other  Alberta  farm  organizations,  for  many  years,  and 

Whereas,  rural  electrification  is  a  necessitjr  to  modern  living;  and 

Ivhereas,  experience  has  shown  that  private  oower  comrianies  have  never  done 
an  adecuate  job  of  electrifrinc?-  farms;  and 
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V/here"s,  the  recent  plebiscite  on  the  power  question  in  Alberta  was  held 
during  the  heat  of  an  election  cainf^aiRn  and  no  effort  was  made  by  those  in 
authorit^^  to  crive  the  people  unbiased  and  adequate  information,  the  result 
being  a  confused,  sectional  and  indecisive  vote  which  has  settled  nothing; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  reaffirm  our  demand  for  the  development 
of  Alberta's  pov/er  resources  as  a  Dublic  utility  along  the  lines  of  the 
Ontario  and  Manitoba  systems  and  the  raxjid  extension  of  rural  electrifica- 
tion in  the  r)rovince;  and 

Further  belt  resolved,  that  in  case  the  Provincial  Government  hesitates  to 
take  such  action  v^e  urge  the  holding  of  another  plebiscite  on  the  povrer 
question  in  the  near  future,  at  a  time  when  the  people  can  be  given  full 
and  adequate  information  on  the  issue  involved  and  aT5art  from  any  election 
issues," 

Moved  Scharf,  seconded  Whelan, 

Moved  in  amendment  Paulson  to  insert  the  words  after  election  in  the  last 
line  "or  other  extraneous".  Seconded. 

PrevD-Ous  question  was  moved  by  Maricle,  Garneau  and  carried. 
The  amendment  was  lost. 
The  resolution  carried. 

Motion  to  adjourn  until  8:00  p.m.  was  moved.    Seconded.  Carried, 

FRIDAY    EVSlMIM^    8:00  p  m, 

Mr.  Young  in  the  chair, 

BALLOT  OM  VICE-PRESIDErTT .    Moved  that  the  ballot  be  taken  at  9:00  p.m. 
Seconded, 

Moved  in  amendment  Mr.  Spencer  that  the  ballot  be  taken  at  8:30.  Seconded 
and  carried, 

RESOLUTION  8.    RUPu4L  EL7;CTRIFICATI0N.     "Be  it  resolved,  that  vre  ask  the 
Alberta  Federation  to  set  up  a  committee  to  make  a  detailed  study  of  rural 
electrification  in  the  United  States,  particularly  regarding  government 
ownership  and  generation  of  newer  and  rural  distribution  by  co-operatives, 
and 

F^urther  be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  the  committee  to  bring  in  recommendations 
based  on  the  study  as  to  the  developm.ent  and  rural  distribution  o I'  power  in 
Alberta." 

Moved  Sutherland  Sears, 

Moved  in  amendment  Holly  to  insert  the  words  "board  of  directors"  and  strike 
out  "Alberta  Federation",    Seconded  Lewis.  Lost. 

Moved  in  amendment  Spencer  to  add  the  words  "and  Canada"  after  "United  .States". 
Seconded, 


Amendment  carried. 


Resolution  as  amended  carried, 

CANDIDATES  FOR  VICE-PR, :SIDENT.  Moved,  seconded  and  carried  that  we 
hear  the  candidates  for  the  vice-presidency  at  tuis  time, 

OFFICERS  OF  THE  MOMENTS  SBCTICN.    The  chair  announced  that  Mrs.  M.E. 
LoKe  of  Nam.ao  had  been  elected  -oresident;    Mrs,  L.S,  Pharis  of  Marrrath, 
first  vice-president;  and  Mrs.  R.B.  Gunn  of  Lloydminster,  second  vice- 
pre  sident , 

The"  were  called  to  the  platform.  Mrs.  Love  thanked  the  delseates  for 
the  honour  done  her  and  stated  that  she  wo"ld  do  her  best  to  carrv  out 
the  wishes  of  the  membership. 

CGLOIuEL  DREVJ.  Mrs.  Lov/e  expressed  regret  on  the  part  of  the  women  that 
Colonel  Dre^^  had  been  refused  an  invitation  to  meet  the  delegates.  She 
thought  it  was  very  discourteous, 

Mr.  Church  stated  he  too  very  much  res^retted  the  decision  and  if  he  had 
been  in  the  meeting  at  the  time  vrould  have  spoken  a.?:airist  it, 

Mr.  Macklin  v>rho  voted  against  the  previous  motion  v/hen  it  was  rut  moved 
that  we  rescind  the  motion.    It  was  seconded  and  carried. 

Moved  Macklin  that  the  executive  or  board  make  arrangements  to  invite  Mr, 
Drew  to  appear  before  the  deleq:ates  for  five  minutes.     Seconded  Mrs.  Douglass. 
Carried, 

MR .  SHAI\]DRO    Chairman  of  the  Powers  Consumers  Co-one  rati  ve  Association, 
spoke  to  the  delegates  for  a  few  minutes  on  their  association.    Mr.  Shandro 
stated  that  their  organization  was  not  interested  in  ^^ov/er  com^^anies  or 
the  government  but  v^as  just  interested  in  helping-  the  consumers  to  get 
electrification.    They  support  the  Rural  Electrification  Co-operatives. 

ASSOCIATED  Pg^ER  C0NSUM5RS  OF  ALBERTA.     "Whereas    the  Associated  Pov;er 
Consumers  of  Alberta  is  a  hod:/  representing  the  majority  of  the  present, 
and  will  represent  the  future  rural  oower  users  of  the  province ,  and 

Whereas,  the  association  has  already  had  contact  with  the  government  and 
will  be  recognized  by  it,  and 

Whereas,  the  objects  and  aims  of  the  association  are  to  further  the  interests 
of  the  rural  power  users  and  to  develop  a  uniform  and  acceptable  plan  for 
electrifrdnp'  the  rural  areas  throughout  the  province j 

Be  it  resolved^  that  this  convention  go  on  record  as  approving  this  association, 
its  aims  and  objects." 

Moved  Levds,  Macl<clin, 

Moved  Bower  that  the  resolution  be  referred  to  the  Board  of  Directors,  Seconded, 
Carried. 


-34  - 


ELECTION  OF  VICE-PHESIDEHT.    The  chair  announced  that  R.  Hennig  of  Fort 
Saskatchewan  had  been  elected  first  vice-president j    R.N.  Russell 
of  Athabasca,  second  vice-president, 

Mr.  Cameron  on  the  election  committee  expressed  appreciation  to  Mr, 
Stout  of  CFCN  for  the  great  assistance  he  gave  the  committee  in  counting 
the  ballots.    Through  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Stout  the  ballots  had  been 
counted  in  record  time.    This  resolution  was  seconded  and  carried  -with 
applause, 

RECORD  OF  COWSNTION.    Miss  L.H.  O'Neill,  Publicitv  Director  of  the  A.L.C., 
advised  the  delegates  that  records  had  been  made  of  most  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  convention  for  the  last  tvro  days.    She  stated  that  these  would 
be  edited  and  rer^roduced  on  discs  for  r^ermanent  file.    She  felt  these  would 
be  of  great  historic  value  in  years  to  come. 

It  was  moved,  seconded  and  carried  that  we  give  anproval  of  Miss  O'Neill's 
action  in  recording  parts  of  this  convention. 

Moved  Westphal  that  the  matter  of  financial  sunport  in  connection  with 
the  A.L.C.  record  of  this  joint  convention  be  taken  up  with  the  Board  of 
Farmers  Union  of  Alberta.    Seconded  and  carried. 

RESOLUTIONS  COMMITTEE,      Moved  Spears  that  we  elect  four  by  open  nomination 
and  show  of  hands  as  the  standing  resolutions  committee.    Seconded  and 
carried. 

The  following  were  nominated; 

Mr.  Fuhr   nominated  Mr.  Wilson 

H.G.  Young 

Mr.  St^ears  G.L.  Pritchard 

Mrs.  V/.C.  Tajdor 
Mr.  Miracle 
Mr.  Milsap 
Mr.  A.B,  iM'ood 
Mr.  Pelletier 
Mr,  Campbell 
C.  King 

Moved,  seconded  and  carried  that  nominations  cease. 
The  following  withdrew:    Mlsap,  King,  Campbell, 

On  the  vote  being  taken  the  following  were  declared  elected:    Mrs.  Taylor, 
Messrs.  Young,  Wood  and  Pritchard. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS.    Recommended  that  instructions  be  given  to  the  board 
to  appoint  auditors. 

Moved  Baker,  Westphal  that  the  board  be  instructed  to  appoint  auditors  for 
1949.  Carried, 

Mr.  Wood  in  the  chair. 
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Order  of  Business  Coinraittee  recommended  that  some  discussion  be 
given  to  the  Board  of  Directors  rep;arding  having  a  publication. 

Moved  Fuhr,  McMillan  that  v;e  instruct  the  board  to  investigate  the 
possibilit    of  a  publication  for  the  association.  Carried, 

BUTTONS.      Moved  Macklin,  Fuhr  that  this  matter  be  left  to  the  directors. 
Carried. 

9.  COMPSNSATION  TO  FARI4SRS  FOR  OIL  DEVELO_PMSr]T_,     "VJhereas,  extensive  and 
permanent  damage  is  caused  to  farm  lands  by  oil  develom.-nt,  and 

Whereas,  compensation  for  such  damage  on  individual  farms  is  still  quite 
inadecuate  to  cover  ALL  losses  suffered  by  farmers  and  their  families,  and 

Whereas,  the  opening  up  of  this  great  source  of  nev/  vrealth  should  not  be 
allovred  to  cause  loss  and  suffering  to  any  grout)  of  people^ 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this  Convention  demand  that  the  Provincial 
Government  lay  down  a  policy  covering  oil  drilling  in  farm  areas  as  follows: 

1,  More  adequate  compensation  to  farmers  who  have  oil  wells  drilled  on 
their  land  -    Such  compensation  to  cover  not  only  -nroperty  damage  but 
also  general  depreciation  and  loss  of  social  and  community  values; 

2.  An  alternative  plan  for  farmers  in  areas  where  oil  is  actually  dis- 
covered, whereby  they  have  the  option  of  surrendering  their  land  to  the  Oil 
Companies  in  exchange  for  a  cash  settlement  at  the  highest  market  value. 

And  further,  that  a  representative  of  the  organized  farmer  be  added  to  the 
Arbitration  Board," 

Moved,    Seconded  Lei-ds, 

Moved  in  amendment  J.K,  Sutherland  to  paragraph  2  of  the  im^^lementing 
clause  to  add  the  following:  "or  a  reasonable  royalty".    Seconded  Fuhr. 

Moved  in  amendment  to  the  amendment  that  the  words  "and  a  royalty  of  5%" 
be  inserted. 

The  previous  Question  was  moved,  seconded  by  Mrs.  Schroter  and  carried. 
Amendment  to  the  amendment  lost. 
The  amendment  carried. 
Resolution  as  amended  carried, 

Mr.  Young  on  point  of  privilege  drew  attention  to  articles  in  the  Calgary 
Herald  which  stated  Mr.  R.J.  Boutillier  had  moved  certain  resolutions 
instead  of  Mr.  H,  Boutillier, 

10,  CO?-FULSORY  CAR  m)  TRUCK  INSURANCE.     "Whereas,  the  Automobile  Accident 
Indemnit:/  Act  nov;  in  force  in  Alberta  is  unsatisfactory,  as  it  provides  no 
insurance,  and  m-:'rely  leaves  motorists  in  the  hands  of  private  insurance 
Companies;  and 
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Whereas,  there  is  great  need  for  a  plan,  similar  to  that  in  Saskatchewan 
under  which  all  cars  and  trucks  are  insured  at  a  minimum  of  cost; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  urge  the  Provincial  Government  to  repeal 
or  amend  the  present  Automobile  Indemnity  Act  so  as  to  provide  for  the 
f  ollo-ndng : 

1.  Stajidard  coverage  of  Public  Liability  and  Property  Damage  Insurance  to 
be  automatically  provided  at  cost  through  the  Provincial  Insurance  office 
and  issued  with  each  car  and  truck  license, 

2,  Fire  and  Theft  Insurance  and  any  additional  coverage  desired,  to  be 
obtained  on  an  optional  basis,  through  the  Provincial  Office," 

Moved  Sears,  Sutherland.  Carried, 

11,  CAR__INSURAijI'jE_._    "Whereas,  many  car  license  holders  are  already  fully 
covered  by  insurance; 

Resolved,  that  a.ny  person  producing  a  paid  up  policy  on  applying  for  license 
be  not  re'uired  to  pay  the  compulsory  insurance  fee  of  #1.00." 

Moved.    Seconded  Pritchard.  Carried, 

12,  EDUCATION.  _  "Whereas,  education  of  our  youth  is  of  national  importance, 
and 

V/hereas,  education  at  the  rresent  time  is  suffering  because  of  the  lack  of 
competent  trained  teachers,  and 

Whereas,  district  taxes  and  Government  grants  are  not  sufficient  to  pay 
teachers  an  attractive  salary  so  that  more  young  people  will  go  into  the 
teaching  profession; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  urge  the  Provincial  Government  to  bear  at 
least  50  per  cent  of  the  cost  of  education." 

Moved  Spencer,  Baron. 

Moved  in  amendment  Lucas  to  insert  the  vrords  before  "education"  in  the  last 
line  -  "elementally  and  secondary".    Seconded  Pritchard. 

Amendment  carried. 

Resolution  as  amended  carried. 

The  motion  to  ad,-o;irn  was  carried  at  11:25. 

SATURDAY  -  2:00  p.m. 

Itr.  Wood  in  the  chair. 

13,  CHARACTER  AS  WELL  AS  P.URELY  SECUL/iR  EjUCmON.     "^^hereas,  there  is  a 
great  body  of  scientific  facts  of  "life  applicable  to  the  training  of 
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youth,  on  which  the  sunporters  of  every  reli  dous  denomination  can 
agree  -  and 

Whereas,  mechanical  science  has  given  to  man  the  r>ov/er  of  almost 
unliirdted  destruction,  and 

Whereas,  we  understand,  there  is  no  kno'wn  defence  against  the  atomic 
bomb  or  cheirdcal  and  bacterioloniical  warfare,  and 

Whereas,  the  surest  hope  Vv^e  have  of  escaning  possible  continent  wide  annihila- 
tion^  is  that  the  peoples  of  the  world  shall  have  sufficient  consideration 
for  the  lives  of  their  fellow  beings  that  they  will  agree  not  to  use  theraj 

Be  it  therefore  resolved,  that  in  our  educational  system  we  introduce  such 
character  development  training  as  is  in  line  v;ith  the  facts  of  human  life, 
and  as  can  be  agreed  uoon  by  the  various  brands  of  reli-^ion,  and 

Further,  that  we  urge  other  nations  to  adopt  similar  procediore." 

Moved  MacLachlan,  Unterschultz,  Carried, 

19.  INCREASE  P.F.A.A.  BENEFITS.      "Whereas,  the  cost  of  production  has  been 
greatly  increased  since  the  inauguration  of  the  P.F.A.A,  and 

Whereas,  the  payments  for  crop  loss  has  not  kept  pace  with  the  increased 
cost  of  farming; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  the  Government  to  amend  the  P.F.A.A, 
so  as  to  increase  the  Daymeit  to  $2,50  per  acre  for  yields  of  4  to  8 
bushels,  and  |;4.00  per  acre  for  yields  of  4  bushels  and  less." 

Moved  Remeike,  seconded  McMillan. 

Moved  in  amendment  that  payment  should  be  on  an  individual  ('-'uarter  section) 
basis,  rather  than  on  township  basis.  Seconded. 

Amendment  carried. 

Resolution  as  amended  carried. 

20.  IWSSTIG-ATION  RE  OIL  INDUSTRY.  "Moved  that  we  endorse  the  resolution 
passed  by  the  A.F.U.  "Board  of  Directors,  asking-  for  the  Provincial  Government 
to  set  up  a  commission  to  hold  public  hearings,  taking  evidence  on  all  phases 
of  the  oil  industry  in  Alberta  with  the  view  of  bringing  in  recommendations 

to  the  government  on  how  best  to  protect  the  farmers  and  the  peoole's  interest 
in  the  oil  resources." 

Moved  Penn,  Hoppe.  Carried, 

21.  McMURRAY  TAR  S^^^JDS.      "IfJhereas,  the  Provincial  Government  has  financed 
the  development  of  the  McMurray  tar  sands;  and 


Whereas,  they  have  recently  discovered  a  cheap  method  of  extracting  oil 
from  the  tar  sands;  and 
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Whereas,  this  discovery  makes  this  field  one  of  the  .greatest  sources 
of  oil  on  the  North  American  Continent,  if  not  of  the  world; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  demand  that  the  Provincial  Government  retain 
control  of  the  McMurray  tar  sands,  and  develop  these  resources  in  the 
interest  and  for  the  people  of  Alberta," 

Moved  Mulak,  seconded  and  carried, 

22.  GPu'llH  DELIVSRiaS.      "Whereas,  the  quotas  allov;ed  for  grain  delivery  have 
been  announced  far  enough  in  advance  of  the  1948  harvest  neriod,  some  farmers 
have  been  able  to  deliver  grain  early  in  excess  of  their  allotted  cuotas, 
thus  filling  elevator  space  to  the  extent  that  others  were  unable  to  haul 
and  have  even  had  to  dump  grain  on  the  ground ; 

Resolved,  that  in  future  grain  delivery  quotas  should  be  announced  in  all 
districts  far  enough  in  advance  of  harvest  time  to  insure  fair  play  for 
all." 

Moved.    Seconded.  Carried, 

23.  FBMLTY  FOR  SHOOTING  WILD  GAI€E.  "1/^hereas,  in  mme  bird  hunting  seasons 
there  is  considerable  unlav/ful  shooting  by  urban  and  unlicensed  hunters,  and 

If^hereas,  there  is  not  sufficient  enforcement  personnel  for  proper  control  of 
tris  condition; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  sufficient  wardens  be  appointed  in  every 
district  preferably  local  residents  to  give  effective  force  to  our  existing 
hunting  lav/s," 

Moved,    Seconded,  Carried. 

24 »    ROAD  GRANTS.     "Whereas,  at  ^iresent  -rants  to  municipalities  are  made 
only  on  a  conditional  basis  and  are  restricted  to  main  roads; 

V/hereas,  this  makes  it  difficult  for  municioalities  to  qualify  for  grants, 
unless  they  are  prepared  to  ne;:lect  the  side  roads; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  in  our  opinion  road  grants  should  be  given 
to  municipalities  on  an  unconditional  basis,  to  be  spent  by  the  council  when 
and  where  required." 

Moved  Lucas,  Seconded. 

Moved  in  amendment  to  add  -  "except  in  case  of  s^-ecial  grant".  Seconded, 

Amendment  carried. 

Resolution  as  amended  carried, 

25.    ROAD  MO  MY.     "l^hereas,  in  Alberta  about  $4.50  is  srent  upon  main  high- 
ways for  even;-  dollar  which  is  provided  by  the  Government  for  local  roads, 
and 

Whereas,  the  situation  with  re-ard  to  country  bridc^es  is  extremely  serious 
and  little  is  being  done  to  remedy  it; 
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Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  urge  the  Provincial  Government  to  spend 
more  money  on  country  roads  and  bridges  even  if  it  means  cutting  down 
the  expenditure  on  Tourist  Highways." 

Moved  Lucas,  Seconded. 

Moved  in  amendment  to  change  the  figures  "$4.50"  to  "$7.40", 

Amendment  carried , 

Resolution  as  amended  carried, 

26,  RE  PMLI.(L_SEmCE__VSHICLE  CMTmC_ATSS,     "Be  it  resolved,  we  onpose  in 
its  entirety,  the  policy  of  the  Provincial  Government  in  selling  Public 
Service  Vehicle  Certificates  to  the  Canadian  Pacific  Exnress  Co.  and  the 
Canadian  Pacific  Transport  Co.  and  of  allovring  the  operating:  in  this  province 
of  trucking  lines  purchased  b-\^  the  Canadian  Pacific  Transrort  Company,  a 
wholly  ovmed  subsidiary  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  Company,  using  their 
ovm  or  other  Company^ s  names  as  in  the  case  of  "Bench  of  Canada  Ltd," 

We  are  convinced  if  this  policy  is  permitted  to  continue  it  v^dll  lead  to  a 
complete  monopoly  by  the  Railway  Com'^anies  in  this  country,  of  our  entire 
transportation  requirements.    Therefore,  v;e  respectfully  recommend  you  in- 
struct your  Highway  Traffic  Board  to  refuse  to  renew  all  Public  Service 
Vehicle  Certificates  held  by  the  Canadian  Pacific  Sxrress  Company,  the 
Canadian  Pacific  Transport  Company  and  Bench  of  Canada  Ltd,,  which  are 
participating  in  over-the-road  haula  e,  as  at  April  1st,  1949." 

Moved  McMillan.  Seconded. 

Moved  Macklin  that  this  matter  be  referred  to  the  board.    Seconded.  Carried, 

27,  PROBUCTIOM  TAX,     "tfnereas,  income  tax  is  an  intolerable  nuisance  to  the 
average  farmer  as  it  requires  a  bookkeeping  system  far  beyond  his  capacity, 
and 

Whereas,  income  tax,  in  the  case  of  a5:riculture,  is  expensive  to  collect 
and  does  not  seem  to  be  applied  fairly; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  agriculture  be  exempted  from  income  tax 
and  in  its  place  there  be  set  up  a  production  tax  to  be  deducted  at  the 
time  of  sale  with  a  provision  that  any  farmer  whose  income  is  below 
exemption  limits  can  get  a  refund  of  tax." 

Moved  Colvin.    Seconded,  Lost. 

28,  SOLDIER  SSTTLEIvENT  BOARB.  "Whereas,  the  cost  of  administering  the 
affairs  of  the  Soldier  Settlement  Board  has  been  a  drain  on  the  Canadian 
taxpayer  for  thirty  years; 

Whereas,  the  scheme  under  which  the  veterans  of  World  War  1  were  settled 
on  hand  has  proved  ruinous  to  many  veterans; 

Whereas,  there  are  s  till  some  veterans  who  have  nothing  to  m.11  to  their 
heirs  but  indebtedness  to  the  S.S.B.; 


-  40  - 


Be  it  resolved,  that  we  once  a^ain  ur^e  the  Dominion  Government  to  errant 
clear  titles  to  those  veterans  remaining  on  land  and  to  cancel  all  other 
debts  owing  the  Governmsnt  agency  by  these  people,  or  their  widov/s." 

Moved  Reraeike.    Seconded  Lucas.  Carried. 

29.  Vj]T]j:RANS  LAI\ID  ACT.      "V/hereas,  the  cost  of  administering  the  V.L.A. 
will  cost  us  more  than  giving  the  veterans  the  land  and  money  free  of 
charge; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  veterans  be  given  full  clearance  on 
their  indebtedness  to  the  V.L.A,  and  those  still  applying  in  future  be 
given  the  same  privilege," 

Moved  McBride , .    Seconded.  Lost, 

COMPULSORY  M]j>lBERSHIP ,    Moved  Boutillier  that  this  convention  instruct 
its  board  to  initiate  a  form  of  comnulsory  membershi"  similar  to  that 
put  into  effect  by  the  National  Farmers  Union  of  Great  Britain. 

This  was  ruled  out  of  order  by  the  chair  as  it  was  a  contentious  matter 
and  it  had  been  agreed  not  to  bring  up  contentious  matters  at  the 
afternoon  session  as  so  many  delegates  had  had  to  leave  the  convention. 

Moved  Read,  "westphal  to  uphold  the  rialins:  of  the  chair.  Car.^ied. 

Moved  Boutillier  that  the  board  investigate  the  possibility  of  putting  in 
compulsory  membership.    Seconded  Sutherland.  Carried, 

MEMBERSHIP  DRIVE_._  "Whereas,  the  formation  of  the  Farmers  Union  of  Alberta 
has  raised'  interest  in  farm  organization  to  new  hei:"hts  and  thereby  provided 
an  OTOortime  time  to  sta?:e  a  membershin  drive; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  Central  Board  do  its  utmost  to  organize 
a  membership  drive  immediately  and  to  co-ordinate  the  efforts  of  locals  and 
district  associations  and  further  to  use  the  radio  as  may  be  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  drive." 

Moved  Pelletier,    Seconded.  Carried, 

33 »    BLACK  MARKET  IN  I\iB'.  C/lRS  AND  TRUCKS.     "Whereas,  the  handling  of  new 
automobiles  and  trucks  has  noi-r  become  a  racket,  as  sho\'fii  by  the  fact  that 
there  are  in  many  plaves  more  nex'^r  cars  and  light  trucks  handled  through  used 
car  lots  than  by  legitimate  dealers. 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  in  our  opinion  the  time  has  come  when  the 
governmental  bodj  having  jurisdiction  over  this  traffic  should  take 
adequate  steps  to  put  a  stop  to  the  abuse  and  OTofiteering  involved  in  the 
present  traffic  in  new  automobiles  and  trucks." 

Moved  Scharf .    Seconded.  Carried, 

PRICE  OF  EGGS.    Moved  McMillan,  Pelletier  that  our  board  make  a  very 
strong  protest  against  the  recent  drop  in  the  price  of  eggs.  Carried. 

30.  BOUNTY  ON  COYOTES.      Tv^hereas,  the  coyote  no  ulation  of  our  section 
of  the  province  is  the  greatest  in  all  time;  and 
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Whereas,  these  animals  are  causinF^  serious  loss  to  -oroducers  of  both 
sheep  and  poultry;  and  also  are  depleting  the  game  birds  in  this 
section  of  the  province; 

Be  it  resolved,  that  the  Half-l'Jay  Grove  Local  rro  on  record  as  urging  the 
Alberta  Government  to  set  aside  at  least  a  reasonable  sum  to  nay  bounties 
on  these  rredator^r  animals." 

Moved  MacLeod,  VJilson. 

Moved  D.n  amendment,  seconded  Hav^le:-  -  "of  no  less  than  $10.00  on  coyotes 
and  $50.00  on  timber  wolves  the  year  round"  after  "to  nay  bounties", 
and  strike  out  the  last  four  words.  Carried, 

Moved  in  amendment  to  add  "And  that  we  further  undertake  a  publicity  drive 
through  the  medium  of  the  A.L.C.  shovf."    Seconded.    Carried.  Resolution 
as  amended  carried, 

31  BILL  OF  RKETS.  "V/hereas,  no  citizen  of  this  country  can  be  said  to 
be*  fully  free  until  his  freedom  of  speech  and  of  assembly,  of  the  oress, 
of  political  belief  and  of  religion;  ids  rights  in  the  courts  and  in  his 
home  have  been  protected  and  made  forever  sec^Jire  by  Act  of  Parliament; 

Be  it  resolved,  that  we  urge  our  Federal  Government  to  prepare  and  enact 
a  Canadian  Citizens'  Bill  of  Rights." 

Moved  Burbidge,  seconded.  Carried, 

32 .    HUTT'-::RITES  .     "I'vhereas,  the  new  law  in  Alberta  allo^^dn?  Hutterite 
collonies  to  settle  every  forty  miles,  and 

Whereas,  those  people  refuse  to  become  Canadian  citizens  and  refuse  military 
service  in  time  of  war; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  they  be  compelled  to  take  out  citizenship 
papers  and  take  the  full  responsibility  of  a  Canadian  citizen  or  be  denied 
the  ri"ht  of  further  expansion." 

Moved  Burbid  '-e,  Sears.  Carried. 

34 .    C0N6C RI - TI ON ■      "V/hereas,  there  is  still  a  serious  shorta.?e  of  food 
in  the  world,  and 

Whereas,  Canadian  farmers  can  perform  no  higher  duty  at  this  time  than 
produce  food-stuffs,  and 

Whereas,  there  is  a  nj.mor  of  a  proposed  nlan  of  conscri'^tion  for  Canadian 
youths; 

Be  it  resolved,  that  we  record  our  opnosition  to  conscription  at  this  time." 
Moved  and  seconded. 

Moved  and  seconded  in  amendment  -  "To  refer  this  niatter  to  the  board  of 
directors  for  consideration."  Carried, 

Moved  and  seconded  "that  the  balance  of  resolutions  be  referred  to  the 
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board  for  action".  Carried. 

VOTE  OF  THAInIKS    to  press  and  radio  for  friendly  and  accurate  reporting 
of  this  convention:  -  "Resolved,  that  the  Farmers  Union  of  Alberta 
wishes  to  extend  sincere  thanks  to  The  representatives  of  the  t)ress 
and  radio  covering  this  convention^  for  their  frindly  and  accurate 
reporting  of  the  matters  dealt  with  by  this  convention."  Agreed, 

Vote  of  Thanks  to  the  Staffs.    "Resolved,  that  we,  the  former  members  of 
the  U.F.A.  and  A.F.U,,  now  the  members  of  the  Farmers  Union  of  Alberta, 
give  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  and  appreciation  to  the  secretarial  staffs  of 
both  our  former  organizations  for  the  splendid  work  they  have  done  and  are 
doin~  in  the  performance  of  their  many  exacting  tasks,  viithout  which  the 
efficient  convening  of  this  convention  would  have  been  most  difficult," 
Agreed. 

Vote  of  Thanks  to  Hot si  Staff.     "Be  it  resolved,  that  we  extend  a  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  staff  of  the  Pal^iser  Hotel  for  their  courteous  service  and 
all  others  who  have  assisted  in  making  this  history-making  convention  a 
success."  Agreed, 

Vote  of  Thanks  to  Committees  and  Chairmen.    "Be  it  resolved,  that  the 
committees  of  the  Joint  Convention,  viz  Order  of  Business,  Resolutions,  , 
Entertainment  and  Ushering,  be  extended  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  for  their 
services; 

Further  be  it  resolved,  that  a  special  vote  of  thanks  be  extended  to  the 
Contact  Committees  of  U.F,A,  and  A.F.U.  for  their  part  in  bringing  about 
amalgamation,  and  to  the  chairmen  of  this  convention."    Agreed  with  hearty 
applause, 

Mr,  Stimpfle  thanked  delegates  for  their  efforts  in  making  this  convention 
a  success, 

Mr.  Young  thanked  the  delegates  on  behalf  of  Mr,  V/ood  and  himself  for 
their  special  vote  of  thanks  and  expressed  the  vash  that  we  will  have  a 
still  larger  convention  next  year  and  that  all  will  work  for  the  furtherance 
of  this  farm  organization. 

Motion  to  adjourn  4:45  p.ni.  moved  by  Macklin  and  seconded.  Carried. 
Convention  concluded  with  the  singing  of  "God  Save  The  King", 
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Annual  Address  of  George  E.  Church,  President,  United  Farmers 
of  Alberta,  Calgary,  November,  1948 


This  is  the  Fortieth  Annual  Convention  of  the  United  Farmers  of 
Alberta.  It  marks  four  decades  of  effort  on  the  part  of  this  great  farm 
organization  to  improve  the  conditions  of  farm  life.  No  other  farm  organ- 
ization has  entered  so  intimately  the  farm  life  of  the  Province  for  so 
long  a  period.  No  other  farm  organization  anywhere  can  point  to  such  wide 
or  varied  experience.  It  is  not  inappropriate  that  on  such  an  anniversary 
we  should  pause  in  our  deliberations  for  a  moment  to  briefly  appraise  the 
contribution  which  our  Association  has  made  to  the  social,  educational 
and  economic  life  of  our  Province.  I  feel  this  is  particularly  so  as  this 
may  well  prove  to  be  the  last  Annual  Convention  of  our  organization,  at 
least  in  its  present  form. 

The  men  and  women  who  founded  this  movement  in  the  early  days 
of  this  century,  and  later  in  January  1909  brought  together  the  Canadian 
Society  of  Equity  and  The  Alberta  Farmers'  Association  to  form  this 
Association,  laid  the  foundation  for  a  movement  which  was  to  make  an 
indelible  impression  upon  the  life  of  the  Province  and  the  Dominion.  In 
the  intervening  period  the  Association  has  entered  into  and  influenced 
every  phase  of  rural  life. 

In  its  early  years  its  work  was  largely  of  an  educational  and  social 
nature.  It  kept  pace  with  the  rapid  settlement  of  the  Province  by  estab- 
lishing its  locals  far  and  wide  in  rural  areas.  These  became,  not  only 
centres  of  community  interest,  but  also  meeting  places  where  peoples  of 
various  nationalities  could  assemble  for  social  intercourse  and  for  the 
discussion  of  all  those  problems  which  from  time  to  time  arose  in  the  pio- 
neer communities.  They  established  community  halls,  which  very  greatly  in- 
creased opportunities  for  community  gatherings,  as  well  as  educational 
activity.  When  the  history  of  the  early  pioneer  years  can  be  properly 
appraised  full  tribute  will,  no  doubt,  be  paid  to  the  very  great  part  which 
these  locals  played  in  developing  a  truly  CanadSan  outlook  and  a  truly 
Canadian  sentiment  among  settlers  who  came  from  so  many  different 
countries,  each  with  its  own  tradition  of  custom,  language  and  social 
concept.  At  the  same  time  they  seived  to  develop  public  opinion  on  prob- 
lems affecting  agriculture  and  much  of  the  legislation  passed  in  the  early 
years  had  its  origin  in  such  meetings. 

Primarily,  of  course,  the  members  of  the  Association  were  interested 
in  farm  practices  and  the  conditions  surrounding  the  marketing  of  grain, 
livestock  and  other  farm  products.  These  subjects  occupied  in  large 
measure  the  discussions  of  the  early  conventions.  As  could  be  expected, 
interest  developed  at  an  early  stage  in  the  co-operative  method  of  market- 
ing various  types  of  farm  products.  It  is  generally  accepted  that  from  the 
conventions  of  the  Association  emerged  the  various  co-operative  enter- 
prises which  now  play  such  a  commanding  part  in  the  marketing  of  grain, 
dairy  products,  livestock,  poultry  and  eggs,  and  seed  grain.  The  Associa- 
tion was  in  truth  the  driving  force  behind  the  development  of  the  co- 
operative movement  in  this  Province.  Indeed  its  efforts  were  not  con- 
fined to  the  marketing  of  farm  products.  Many  years  ago  the  organization 
turned  its  attention  to  the  purchasing  of  fj^rm  supplies,  and!  then  laid  the 
foundation  for  the  Consumers'  Co-operative  Movement,  of  which  our  own 
co-operative  is  so  splendid  an  e.xample. 

The  Association  has  witnessed  two  world  wars  and  two  major  depres- 
sions. It  was  an  active  force  during  those  periods  when  a  young  farming 
community  met  the  full  impact  of  disastrously  low  prices  in  the  depres- 
sion years.  It  will  probably  never  be  possible  to  fully  estimate  the  im- 
portance of  legislative  enactments  promoted  by  the  Association  to  relieve 
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the  conddtions  affecting  farmers  in  those  years,  but  it  is  safe  to  say  that 
literally  thousands  of  farmers  throughout  the  Province  today  are.com 
fortably  located  on  their  farms,  and  are  in  reasonably  prosperous  cir- 
cumstances because  of  the  assistance  given  them  by  those  measures. 

Out  of  the  depression  of  the  first  world  war  emerged  the  politica 
movement  which  was  to  continue  for  fourteen  years  until  terminated  b> 
the  conditions  of  the  world  depression  in  1935.  In  the  short  space  of  j 
few  months  candidates  sponsoredi  by  this  Association  captured  practical!;, 
all  the  Alberta  seats  in  the  Dominion  House  and  the  majority  of  the  seat; 
in  the  Provincial  House.  Experienced  Parliamentarians  still  speak  in  th« 
most  complimentary  terms  of  the  work  of  the  small  group  which  repre 
sented  this  Association  at  Ottawa,  while  the  Farmers'  Government  at 
Edmonton  left  a  record  of  legislation  of  great  value  to  the  rural  lif« 
of  Alberta,  as  well  as  of  fine  administrative  achievement.  While  som( 
may  question  whether  the  entrance  of  the  Association  in  the  political  fielc 
may  have  weakened  its  activities  in  other  respects,  there  is  no  doubt  what- 
ever that  the  achievements  of  those  fourteen  years  indicate  the  largt 
place  which  the  movement  filled  in  the  life  of  this  Province. 

Interest  in  farm  organizations  ebbs  and'  flows.  There  is  always  e 
solid  core  of  well  informed  membership  keeping  our  associations,  whethei 
educational  or  co-operative,  alive  and  effective  at  all  times.  On  the 
fringes  are  thousands  of  farm  people  who  are  more  or  less  indifferent 
and  are  aroused  to  use  our  organization  when  some  critical  situation  pre- 
sents itself.  Times  change  but  the  problem  of  keeping  people  interestec 
remains.  Many  of  the  problems  which  were  before  farm  people  in  the 
days  of  early  settlement  are  no  longer  with  us.  They  were  solved  bj 
organized  effort.  Our  problems  now  seem  to  be  of  a  broader  character 
Today  the  first  and  most  essential  interest  of  the  farmer  is  in  matters  oi 
production.  Without  production  there  is  nothing  to  market  and  con- 
sequently no  problem  of  exchange  or  trade.  With  production  problem* 
well  in  hand,  however,  we  turn  to  the  question  of  compensation  for  worlt 
done  and  capital  invested.  These  broader  economic  problems  find  solu- 
tion for  the  great  majority  of  farmers  in  Western  Canada  in  the  sphere 
of  world  affairs.  We  look  to  the  solution  through  Inter-Provincial  anej  ''^ 
National,  rather  than  in  Provincial  organizations  only. 

It  was  soon  recognized,  therefore,  that  one  of  the  great  needs  oi 
Canadian  Agriculture  is  a  strong  National  organization.  Our  organizcitior 
realized  that  need  when  for  some  years  we  were  active  in  supporting  the 
old  Canadian  Council  of  Agriculture.  That  body  did  excellent  work  for  a 
time  until  wrecked  on  the  rocks  of  disunity.  When  the  possibility  of  a  new 
and  stronger  farm  organization  appeared  in  1936  in  the  creation  across 
Canada  of  Provincial  Co-operative  Councils  and  Chambers  of  Agriculture 
this  association  enlisted  the  whole  strength  of  the  farm  movement  behind 
the  wider  effort.  Later  it  seemed  imperative  that  these  Provincial  organ-' 
izations  should  be  of  the  same  pattern  and  the  Alberta  Co-operative  Coun- 
cil was  widened  to  include  the  educational  and  the  co-operative  sections 
to  form  ihe  Alberta  Fedteration  of  Agriculture.  Since  that  time  much  ol 
the  educational  and  social  work  of  our  organization  has  been  performed 
as  a  member  of  the  larger  organization.  With  other  Provincial  organiza- 
tions the  Canadian  Federation  of  Agriculture  has  developed  into  a  strong 
and  influential  National  movement  recognized  everywhere  as  a  great  in- 
fluence in  National  affairs. 

So  on  this  anniversary  we  look  back  over  the  long  period  of  forty' 
years  with  intense  pride.  We  feel  we  have  reason  to  be  proud  of  the' 
long  record  of  service  to  agriculture  which  our  Association  has  shown  and 
its  fine  record  of  accomplishment  in  the  interests  of  agriculture.'  The 
name  United  Farmers  of  Alberta  has  meant  a  very  great  deal  in  the  history 
of  the  first  forty  years  of  the  life  of  the  Province. 
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At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Canadian  Federation  of  Agriculture 
1  Brockville,  Ontario  in  January  last,  resolutions  covering  a  wide  range  of 
iiestions  affecting  farmers,  originating  through  other  farm  organizations 
jch  as  our  own,  were  brought  foiward  and  consolidated  into  Canadian  farm 
Dlicy.    These  were  later  presented  to  the  Prime  Minister  and  his  Cabinet, 

■  ^ho  have  recognized  for  some  years  now  that  the  Federation  is  the  voice 
•  •  t  the  farm  people  of  the  Dominion  with  respect  to  the  needs  of  agriculture. 

lS  usual,  the  Prime  Minister  and  his  Cabinet,  gave  our  delegation  an  excel- 

■  nt  hearing.  The  National  Office  at  Ottawa  is  in  constant  touch  with  every 
■•  epartment  of  the  Dominion  Government,  and  with  the  various  committees 

f  the  House  when  Parliament  is  in  session.    Its   influence   in  shaping 

■  olicies   affecting   Canadian   Agriculture    is   now  beyond   question.  The 
iree  members  of  the  National  Board  for  Alberta  are  Mr.  Roy  Marler, 

■  resident  of  the  Alberta  Federation  of  Agriculture;  Mr.  Hugh  Allen, 
;^  'resident  of  the  Alberta  Livestock  Co-operative,  and  myself.    A  number 

f  other  farm  officials  from  Alberta  were  with  the  delegation  which  met 
'  he  Dominion  Cabinet. 

The  Canadian  Federation  have  m^ade  arrangements  to  be  hosts 
1    1949    to    the    International    Federation    of    Agricultural  Producers, 

■  Tganized  at  a  great  International  Conference  in  London  in  1946. 
!  .^hat  world-wide  body,  representing  from  thirty  to  forty  national  farm 
i  irganizations,  will  assemble  in  June  next  at  the  Ontario  .A.gTicultural 
;i  !^ollege  at  Guelph.  Following  the  conference  the  delegates  will  make  a 
'I  >rief  tour  of  Canada,  spending  two  days  in  Alberta.  We  hope  to  show 
;(  *hem  various  aspects  of  farming  and  ranching  in  this  Province,  and  to 
:!i  dve  them  a'  little  special  insight  into  the  ranching  industry  by  a  barbecue 
li  md  stampede  at  one  of  our  foothill's  towns  I.F.A.P.  now  employs  a 
3  ull  time  permanent  secretary  and  plans  to  establish  offices  at  Washington, 

0  .s  well  as  London.  As  a  result  the  influence  of  organized  agriculture  will 
J  )e  brought  with  increasing  effect  to  the  realm  of  international  affairs. 

d ,      From  the  standpoint  of  farming  the  year  that  is  now  drawing  to  n 
g  ;lose  has  been  a  most  unusual  one.    Seeding  was  generally  late,  and  for 
.(1 1  time  drouth  conditions  threatened  to  spell  disaster.    However,  the  rains 
:ame  in  time,  with  the  result  that  in  most  areas  a  fair  crop  has  been 
larvested,  with  yields  exceeding  those   of  last  year.    L^nfortunately,  in 
iome  parts  of  the  north,  early  frosts  have  greatly  reduced  both  yields 

01  Ind  grades.  The  harvesting  season  has  been  one  of  the  best  in  the  history 
01  jf  western  Canada,  with  the  result  that  grain  has  been  rushed  to  delivery 
Ik  points  at  such  a  rate  as  to  tax  to  the  utmost  the  capacity  of  handling 
■jind  transportation  facilities.  In  fact  the  farmers  of  the  southern  part 
-jof  this  Province  have  had  some  grounds  for  complaint.  The  Canadian 
j;  Wheat  Board  was  anxious  to  get  as  much  wheat  as  possible  to  the  head 
r(  of  the  Lakes  to  meet  overseas  demands,  with  the  result  that  railway  cars 
njwere  mobilized  in  Manitoba  and  the  eastern  part  of  Saskatchewan.  Stor- 
5.  ige  facilities  in  the  southern  part  of  this  Piovince  were  soon  congested 
5. and  farmers  in  many  areas  were  put  to  very  great  inconvenience  to  find 
,S  storage  for  their  crops.  These  conditions  were  accepted  thi.s  year  without 
oftoo  much  protest.  We  think  we  should  make  it  clear,  however,  that  farm- 
jijers  in  Alberta  will  strongly  resent  a  repetition  of  these  conditions,  and 
J. will  insist  in  the  future  upon  a  proper  distribution  of  available  cars. 

J,  Prices  for  all  kinds  of  farm  produce  still  remain  on  a  reasonable  level. 
On  the  whole  the  year  that  is  closing  can  be  considered  another  favor- 
able year  for  agriculture  in  this  Province,  notwithstandrtng  the  fact,  that 

.^.'farm  costs  have  continued  to  rise,  and  the  margin  between  revenues  and 
costs  is  steadily  narrowing.    There  is  reasonable  ground  for  believing  that 

ijji another  adjusting  payment  will  be  made  early  next  year  by  the  Canadian 

ij  Wheat  Board,  and  that  the  mitial  price  paid  by  the  Board  will  be  increased. 

.  We  db  view  with  some  concern,  however,  the  fact  that  within  the  past 
six  months  there  has  been  a  considerable  decline  in  the  price  of  wheat 
sold  by  the  Wheat  Board  to  countries  other  than  Great  Britain.  There 
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appear  to  be  signs  too,  that  the  period  of  inflation,  through  which  wefta 
have  been  passing,  may  be  tapering  off.  In  the  past  deflationary  processes 
have  invariably  struck  first  the  prices  of  farm  products.  These  have 
fallen  much  more  rapidly  than  the  costs  of  production,  and  have  usually 
fallen  much  more  steeply  than  the  costs  of  other  goods  and  services.  We 
have  arrived,  therefore,  at  a  time  when  the  farm  organizations  in  Canadia 
must  give  careful  and  intensive  thought  to  farm  policies  which  should 
prevail  in  a  possible  period  of  declining  prices.  Such  a  study  should  not 
be  delayed  until  a  period  of  lower  prices  is  again  upon  us. 


In  this  connection  the  problem  of  marketing  our  surplus  wheat  ifi,  an 
export  channels  is  a  most  important  one.  The  failure  to  bring  into  effect  iii 
the  International  Wheat  Agreement,  the  subject  of  so  much  thought  and 
discussion  at  International  Conferences  in  recent  years,  was  a  big  dis-Jki 
appointment  to  farm  organizations,  particularly  after  it  seemed  that 
working  agreement  hadi  been  reached  at  the  Conference  in  Washing- 
ton. Undoubtedly  the  approaching  Presidential  Election  in  the  Unitecliic- 
States  had  much  to  do  with  that  failure.  There  is  ground  for  the  hope  ad 
however,  that,  now  Mr.  Truman  has  been  re-elected  with  strong  sup 
port  in  the  House  of  Representatives  and  in  the  Senate,  the  Internationai  t 
Wheat  Agreement  will  be  brought  up  for  discussion  again  in  that  coun 
try,  and  that  the  concurrence  of  the  United  States  will  result.  Whateve: 
the  critics  of  such  an  Agreement  may  say,  it  is  our  conviction  that  ch 
farmers  of  Alberta,  and  of  Western  Canada  generally,  are  prepared 
continue  their  efforts  along  with  farmers  of  other  wheat  growing  area 
of  the  world  to  achieve  greater  stability  in  marketing  conditions  witl 
respect  to  this  staple  food  commodity.  They  are  not  prepared  to  trus 
blindly  to  the  law  of  supply  and  demand,  or  to  the  so-called'  "competitiv 
market."  Certainly  the  member  associations  of  the  Canadian  Federatio!|l(  Oi 
of  Agriculture  had  no  mandate  from  producers  to  change  their  policy  ii 
this  respect. 
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Reference  should  be  made  at  this  time  to  the  British  Wheat  Agree 
ment,  which  is  now  in  the  third  year  of  its  operation.  During  this  thir 
year  Canada  expects  to  sell  to  Great  Britain  140,000,000  bushels  of  Cana 
dian  wheat  at  $2.00  per  bushel.  The  Agreement  will  still  have  a  fourt 
year  to  run,  and  apparently  negotiations  are  now  in  progress  for  the  pui 
pose  of  arriving  at  the  price  which  Great  Britain  will  pay  per  bushel  dui 
ing  the  last  year  of  the  contract.  We  will  watch  with  the  greatest  intei 
est  the  results  of  these  negotiations.  We  express  the  hope  that  the  Go^ 
ernment  of  Canada  will  stand  firm  for  a  price  of  at  least  as  much  as  : 
now  being  paid  during  the  third  year.  Having  regard  to  the  price  ; 
which  Great  Britain  was  able  to  purchase  Canadian  wheat  during  the  fir; 
two  years  of  the  contract,  it  would  certainly  be  contrary  to  any  possib 
interpretation  of  the  Agreement  that  the  price  should  be  less.  Muc 
controversy  continues  as  to  the  loss  which  Canadi'an  farmers  have  suffere 
under  the  terms  of  this  Agreement.  Opponents  of  the  Agreement  h3.\ 
calculated  the  loss  at  fantastically  high  figures.  It  is  probably  true  th; 
it  will  never  be  possible  to  estimate  with  any  degree  of  exactness  wh; 
these  losses  may  be.  Too  many  uncertain  factors  enter  into  such  a  calci 
lation.  We  do  not  concur  for  a  moment  with  the  estimated  losses  mac 
by  opponents  of  the  Agreement,  neither  do  we  agree  with  those  who  sj 
there  has  been  no  loss.  During  the  first  two  years  of  the  Agreemei: 
Great  Britain  paid  much  less  for  our  wheat  than  did  other  countries,  arj 
is  still  paying  less. 

I  said  in  my  presidential  address  last  year  that  "it  is  u 
doubtedly  true  that  the  farmers  of  western  Canada  have  made  a  su 
.'^tantial  contribution  to  world  recovery,  and  at  the  same  time  to  the  stab 
ity  of  the  Canadian  Economy  in  the  price  received  by  them  for  the 
wheat."  Now,  I  repeat  that  statement,  for  I  am  convinced  that  questio 
of  national  policy  had  as  much  to  do  with  the  terms  of  the  British  .Agre 
ment  as  the  desire  to  make  wheat  available  to  Great  Britain  on  fair  ai 
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easonable  terms.  In  two  other  respects  Canadian  farmers  have  contrib- 
ited  very  largely  to  the  stability  of  our  own  national  economy.  When 
Irice  controls  were  removed  from  coarse  grains  on  October  21st,  1947, 
direct  control  was  retained  for  a  time  in  the  complete  embargoes  of 
hese  grains  to  the  United  States.  Subsequently  exports  were  allowed  on 
restricted  basis,  subject  to  export  permits,  which  began  at  $1.30  per 
tiishel  for  barley  and  65c  per  bushel  for  oats.  Export  permit  fees  were 
radually  reduced,  but  they  were  not  completely  removed  until  July  31st 
f  this  year,  by  which  time  there  had'  been  a  great  decline  in  prices  on  the 
American  market.  During  that  period,  therefore,  from  October  21st,  1947, 
nd  July  31st,  1948,  eastern  consumers  of  feed  grains  were  able  to  purchase 
hese  grains  at  prices  considerably  lower  than  would  have  obtained  had 
xports  to  the  United  States  been  freely  allowed.  Again  western  pro- 
ucers  have  undoubtedly  suffered  a  considerable  loss  by  reason  of  the 
rice  at  which  wheat  has  been  sold  in  Canada  for  domestic  consumption, 
t  is  undoubtedly  true  that  since  the  beginning  of  the  war  western  pro- 
ucers  have  contributed  in  very  large  measure  to  both  world  recovery 
nd  the  stability  of  the  Canadian  Economy,  and  so  far  they  have  made 
his  contribution  without  any  wide  or  organized  protest.  That  is  not  to 
ay,  however,  that  there  will  be  complete  and  final  acceptance  of  these 
ational  policies  by  western  producers.  Much  will  depend  upon  policies 
■hich  may  be  put  into  effect  in  future  years,  for  the  stability  of  western 
igriculture.  I  repeat  again  what  I  have  already  said,  that  is,  that  farm 
rganizations  should  give  immediate  thought  to  price  policies  which  should 
revail  for  future  years,  so  that  they  may  speak  with  a  united  voice.  It 
s  my  opinion  that  such  policies  should  include  provision  for  adequate 
oor  prices  for  all  farm  products.  Such  a  policy  would  only  be  fair  and 
easonable  return  for  the  contribution  western  farmers  have  made  since 
he  beginning  of  the  war. 

Reference  should  be  made  also  to  another  matter  having  to  do  with 
he  marketing  of  coarse  grains.  Last  year  your  Association  joined  with 
ther  farm  organizations  in  Canada,  asking  that  the  Canadian  Wheat 
loard  take  over  the  marketing  of  coarse  grains.  At  the  last  session  of 
le  Dominion  Parliament  necessary  amendments  were  passed'  to  the  Cana- 
ian  Wheat  Board  Act,  giving  the  Wheat  Board  authority  to  market 
hese  grains.  Soon  after  the  amendments  were  passed  I  joined  with  the 
'resident  of  the  Alberta  Federation  of  Agriculture  and  the  President  of 
le  Alberta  Farmers'  Union  in  asking  Premier  Manning  to  call  a  confer- 
nce  of  the  Governments  and  the  farm  organizations  of  the  Prairie  Prov- 
ices,  in  the  hope  that  a  joint  request  might  be  made  to  the  Dominion 
rovernment  to  put  the  amendiments  into  effect. 

A  conference  was  arranged  and  was  held  in  the  City  of  Regina,  and 
'as  largely  attended,  both  by  representatives  of  the  three  Governments, 
s  v.-ell  as  of  the  major  farm  organizations.    The  Dominion  hadi  insisted 
,iat  its  legislation  could  only  be  made  effective  if  concurrent  legislation 
j;as  passed  by  each  of  the  three  Provincial  Legislatures.     After  a  full 
iscussion  at  this  conference  it  was  decided  to  call  a  further  conference 
t  Ottawa,  at  which  it  was  hoped  the  Dominion  Minister  of  Trade  and 
"ommerce.  Honourable  C.  D.  Howe,  might  be  present.     A    date  was 
rranged  and  a  delegation  proceeded  to  Ottawa.    Before  the  meeting  of 
'hat  conference  a  small  committee,  of  which  I  was  one,  waited  upon  Mr. 
lowe.    At  the  Regina  Conference  the  Premier  of  Manitoba  had  insisted 
haf  the  Dominion  had  full  jurisdiction  to  pass  its  legislation,  and  that 
oncurrent  legislation  of  the  Provinces  was  not  necessary.    One  purpose 
f  our  interview  with  Mr.  Howe  was  to  discuss  that  question.  However, 
e  made  it  quite  clear  to  the  members  of  the  committee  that  the  amend- 
lents  to  the  Canadian  Wheat  Board  Act  would  only  be  proclaimed  if  the 
^j'rovinces  should  pass  the  required  supplementary  legislation.    Apart  from 
J  ny  other  consideration  he  insisted  that  the  Provincial  Government  should 
jjlke  the  responsibility  of  saying  whether  or  not  coarse  grains  should  be 
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marketed  in  this  way.  He  also  made  it  clear  that  the  Canadian  WheatL 
Board  would  not  be  put  in  the  position  of  determining  a  price  as  between  (u. 
western  producers  and  eastern  consumers,  and  he  proposed  that  the  Cana- 
dian P'ederation  of  Agriculture  would'  have  to  first  negotiate  a  satisfactory 
price.  The  meeting  at  Ottawa,  therefore,  did  not  accomplish  its  purpose 
and  further  action  was,  therefore,  left  to  be  decided  by  each  Provincial 
Government. 


As  is  now  generally  known,  Saskatchewan  did  pass  the  en- 
abling legislation  and  the  Premier  of  this  Province  intimated  that  if 
necessary  a  special  session  would  be  called  for  that  purpose.  1  he  Premier 
of  Manitoba,  however,  maintained  his  position  that  such  legislation  was 
not  necessary,  and  in  any  event  would  not  be  passed  by  the  Manitoba 
Legislature  unless  it  were  made  clear  that  in  marketing  coarse  grains  the 
Canadian  Wheat  Board  would  act  primarily  as  an  agent  for  the  western 
producers,  charged  with  the  responsibility  of  obtaining  as  high  a  price 
as  possible  consistent  with  general  market  prices.  The  Manitoba  Federa- 
tion of  Agriculture  concurred  in  that  position.  At  that  tim( 
the  harvest  was  upon  us  and  it  was  too  late  to  put  the  legislation  intc 
effect  for  the  marketing  of  this  year's  crop.  It  is  a  debatable  questior 
whether  or  not  the  Canadian  Federation  of  Agriculture  should  assume  th( 
responsibility  for  determining  prices  of  any  western  grain.  Such  a  respon 
sibility  is  quite  foreign  to  the  general  purposes  of  the  organization.  Ir 
any  event  it  is  hard  to  see  how  the  Canadian  Wheat  Board  "can  avoid  ful 
responsibility  for  the  price  at  which  it  sells  western  grains  committed  tc 
its  care. 


However,  your  Executive  is  not  content  to  let  the  matter  rest  as  i 
now  stands,  and  proposes  to  work  for  a  further  conference  of  Govern 
ments  and  farm  organizations,  in  the  hope  that  some  solution  of  thi 
problem  may  be  found,  so  that  the  Canadian  Wheat  Board  will  be  chargec 
with  the  duty  of  marketing  coarse  grains  for  the  crop  of  1949. 

Two  problems  of  major  importance  will  come  before  this  Convention 
The  first  relates  to  the  position  of  the  Co-operative  branch  of  your  organ 
ization.  Prior  to  1918  your  Association  carried  on  work  without  incorpora 
tion.  It  had  not  prior  to  that  time  engaged  in  any  form  of  commercia 
enterprise,  and'  therefore,  incorporation  was  not  considered  necessary 
It  was  then  decided  to  imdertake  certain  commercial  functions,  commenc 
ing  with  the  writing  of  hail  insurance  and  to  that  end  an  Act  of  Incorpora 
tion  was  passed  by  the  Provincial  Legislature  at  its  1918  Session.  In  th 
succeeding  years  its  commercial  activities  developed  very  rapidly,  first  ir 
the  handling  of  commodities  such  as  fuel  oil,  and  subsequently  in  th 
establishment  of  retail  stores.  The  reports  which  will  be  placed  befor 
you  at  this  Convention  will  show  quite  clearly  the  extent  of  the  busines 
which  has  now  developed.  Your  Association  now  has  148  wholesale  an 
retail  oil  distributing  agencies,  and  over  twenty  retail  stores.  It  has  a 
annual  turnover  of  $4,867,500.00,  and  a  very  heavy  investment  in  capita 
assets.  From  time  to  time  extensive  amendments  to  the  original  Act  c 
Incorporation  have  obtained  to  permit  of  this  commercial  enterprise.  Fo 
some  time  past  the  feeling  has  been  growing,  that  in  fairness  to  thos 
who  contribute  to  the  business  of  the  Association  by  their  patronage,  th 
commercial  activities  of  your  organization  should  be  separated  from  th  jpon 
educational  and  social,  and  put  upon  an  independent  and  self-governin 
basis.  At  the  last  Convention,  held  in  the  City  of  Edmonton  in  Januar 
of  this  year,  a  resolution  was  unanimously  passed  that  this  be  done,  an 
it  directed  your  Board  of  Directors  to  take  the  necessary  steps  to  pt.^iiisi 
the  Co-operative  on  such  an  independent  basis,  with  the  proviso  that 
should  make  some  contribution  from  year  to  year  to  the  support  of  th 
educational  and  social  branch.  During  the  year  your  Directors  have  give 
great  deal  of  thought  to  the  problem,  and  full  agreement  has  bee 
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i^-»arry  out  the  mandate  of  the  Convention.  A  report  from  the  Board  with 
ecommendations  as  to  procedure  will  be  submitted  to  you,  in  the  hope 
mt  it  will  constitute  the  first  business  of  this  Convention.  I  would  like 
o  add  this  personal  word.  I  am  a  member  of  this  Association  of  many 
'ears'  standing  and  have  been  privileged  to  act  on  the  Board,  and  on 
rour  Executive,  for  a  long  time.  I  have  been  closely  associated  with  the 
ocial  and  ediucational  activities  of  the  organization,  as  well  as  with  its 
o-operative  branch.  It  is  my  deep  conviction  that  a  commercial  under- 
aking  of  such  large  proportion  should  be  organized  on  strictly  commer- 
ial  lines  in  keeping  with  recognized  co-operative  principles,  with  a 
3oard  which  can  be  called  together  frequently,  without  undue  expense, 
esponsible  to  those  who  are  interested  primarily  in  those  co-operative 
ictivities.  I  believe  problems,  financial  and  otherwise,  of  increasing  dif- 
culties  will  follow  if  this  is  not  done.  I  believe  the  recommendations 
■  '  )f  the  Board  are  in  the  best  interests  of  this  Association.  I  sincerely  hope 
heir  recommendations  will  meet  with  your  approval. 

The  other  question  is  that  of  amalgamation.  At  the  same  convention 
ifter  an  extended  debate  a  resolution  was  passed  approving  amalgamation 
with  the  Alberta  Farmers'  Union.  To  bring  that  decision  into  effect 
meetings  of  your  Board  were  held  in  April  and  October  in  addition  to  the 
usual  post-convention  meeting  and  the  meeting  preceding  this  convention. 
The  Executives  of  the  two  organizations  have  had  several  conferences 
on  the  matter  in  consequence  of  which  a  joint  convention  has  been  called, 
to  be  held  in  Calgary  on  January  11th  next.  Your  Board  is  presenting  a 
:c!  special  report  covering  the  proceedings  since  the  last  convention. 

I,  personally,  recognize  the  grave  responsibility  involved  in  winding 
up  the  social  and  educational  efforts  of  your  Association  after  forty  years 
of  continued  service  on  behalf  of  our  farm  people.  As  your  President  I 
have  sincerely  and  honestly  tried  to  carry  out  the  will  of  the  membership 
as  expressed  in  the  resolution  of  the  convention.  I  have  found  that  it  is 
one  thing  to  raise  one's  hand  in  approval  of  the  idea,  but  a  vastly  different 
thing  to  carry  that  idea  into  effect. 


We  are  deeply  conscious,  however,  in  these  disturbed  post-war  years 
of  the  need  for  the  utmost  effort  towards  unity.    It  is  not  a  time  to 
^  emphasize  differences.    It  is  a  time  for  understanding  and  compromise. 
This  applies  not  only  to  great  affairs  in  the  International  realm,  but  also 
to  such  problems  as  that  of  unity  among  farm  people  in  Alberta.  There 
can  be  no  organic  unity  unless  there  is  unity  of  spirit.    In  the  negotiations 
that  have  taken  place  we  have  found'  that  there  are  differences  of  view- 
point and  that  those  differences  extend  to  rather  vital  matters.    I  have 
■"endeavoured  to  prevent  such  differences  entering  into  the  negotiations. 
■1"  I  hope  they  will  not  enter  into  the  discussions  at  the  joint  convention. 

Any  attempt  to  impair  the  complete  freedom  of  action  of  the  new  organi- 
^  zation,  either  by  including  in  the  constitution  the  adherence  to  certain 
tconomic  doctrines  or  alliance  with  other  economic  groups,  will  meet  with 
•  2i  determined  resistance  and'  will  drive  from  the  new  organization  many 
earnest  and  faithful  members  of  our  own  association. 

0' 

Foi  The  annual  report  and  balance  sheet  of  your  Co-operative  will  be 
10.4  submitted  to  you.  It  will  show  that  the  year  has  been  one  of  reasonable 
expansion  and  of  healthy  growth.  We  ire  deeply  conscious  of  the  loyal 
support  accorded  it  by  the  farmers  of  the  Province.  That  support  in  large 
.measure  e.xplains  the  remarkable  growth  which  the  Co-operative  has  wit- 
nessed in  so  short  a  time.  Your  directors  are  fully  aware  of  the  difficul- 
ties which  this  and  other  distributing  organizations  may  face  in  the  not 
too  distant  future  with  declining  inventory  values  and  they  are  taking  such 
steps  as  are  necessary  to  protect  the  business. 

The  Co-operative  Movement  as  a  whole  has  shown  steady  afid  consist- 
ent growth  during  the  year.  That  has  been  especially  true  in  the  consumer 
field.    A  most  significant  step  forward  has  been  taken  in  close  working 
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arrangements  between  the  Alberta  Co-operative  Wholesale  and  this  Asso- 
ciation. That  has  shown  itself  not  only  in  purchasing  contracts  but  also 
in  a  joint  venture  to  establish  a  branch  of  the  Wholesale  in  the  city  of 
Calgary  for  servicing  U.F.A.  stores  in  this  part  of  the  Province. 

I  wish  to  express  the  deep  appreciation  of  the  Board  to  the  men  and 
women  who  make  up  the  staff  of  the  Association  in  its  various  activities. 
They  have  continued  to  give  excellent  service  during  the  year.  In  very 
large  measure  the  success  and  growth  of  the  Co-operative  is  due  to  the 
fine  spirit  of  loyalty  which  is  shown  by  every  member  of  the  stafiF. 

The  year  that  is  drawing  to  a  close  has  in  many  respects  been  a  trying 
one.  In  the  international  field  the  clash  of  ideologies  as  represented  by 
great  nations  has  led  to  a  condition  of  affairs  best  expressed  in  the  term 
"the  cold  war."  The  daily  recriminations  in  the  councils  of  the  United 
Nations  does  not  augur  well  for  the  effectiveness  of  that  organization  in 
promoting  peace.  It  would  seem  that  the  man  on  the  farm  or  in  the  urban 
centres  can  only  go  on  with  his  work  from  day  to  day  in  the  hope  and 
with  the  prayer  that  divine  providence  will  yet  lead  sincere  and  thoughtful 
men  to  a  peaceful  solution  of  the  differences  which  now  seem  so  great. 
In  the  domestic  field,  problems  of  trade  and  finance  as  well  as  of  social 
importance  will  engage  the  attention  of  our  people  in  the  years  now  before 
us.  A  strong  farm  organization  led  by  sincere  and  thoughtful  men  and 
commanding  the  confidence  of  the  man  on  the  farm,  can  do  a  great  work 
in  shaping  the  manner  of  life  which  will  prevail  on  the  prairies.  It  is  my 
earnest  wish  that  the  deliberations  of  this  Convention  will  contribute  tc 
the  strength  of  such  an  organization. 
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Annual  Address  of  Mrs.  M.  E.  Lowe,  President  of  the 
United  Farm  Women  of  Alberta 


|Ir.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

On  behalf  of  the  United  Farm  Women  of  Alberta  it  is  again  my 
irivilege  to  extend  a  cordial  welcome  to  delegates  and  visitors.  In  ex- 
iressing  to  you  our  good  wishes  for  the  success  of  the  Fortieth  Annual 
Convention  of  the  U.F.A.  may  we  remind  you  it  has  been  said  "Life 
legins  at  forty."  This  could  be  assured  if  everyone  would  feel  a  personal 
esponsibility  in  maintaining  and  increasing  the  usefulness  of  the  organiza- 
ion.  To  those  listening  in  this  morning — Greetings!  We  hope  you  may 
ind  this  opening  session  interesting  andl  informative. 

For  thirty-one  years,  our  U.F.W.A.  Section  has  come  to  be  accepted 
■  s  an  important  and  active  part  of  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta.  Early 
eaders  tell  us  it  was  not  always  so.  It  did  not  come  into  e.xistence  as  a 
lart  of  ordinary  procedure  or  as  a  natural  sequence  of  events.  It  required 
.  great  deal  of  patience  and  persistence  before  the  Women's  Section  be-- 
:ame  an  integral  part  of  the  organization.  I  might  inject  at  this  point 
hat  the  resolution  from  our  last  annual  convention  instructing  the  re- 
)rganization  of  the  two  farm  bodies,  did  not  specifically  mention  the  setting 
ip  of  a  women's  section,  as  when  we  speak  of  the  U.F.A.  we  also  take  in 
he  women's  and  Junior  sections. 

The  isolation  of  farm  life  in  the  early  years,  and  the  lack  of  opportun- 
ty  for  social  development  were  the  despair  of  homemakers.  Thinking 
A^omen  realized  that  tending  of  the  home  and  family  was  not  enough — 
heir  responsibility  must  reach  beyond  the  four  walls  of  the  home  out  into 
;he  community  which  also  had  its  influence  on  the  lives  of  the  children. 
Better  schools,  a  higher  standard  of  ediucation,  health  facilities,  improved 
lomes  were  all  a  part  of  the  vision  in  the  hearts  of  the  early  leaders  and 
Tiembers.  They  realized  that  these  objectives  were  part  and  parcel  of  the 
economic  problems  involving  prices  and  marketing  of  farm  products,  which 
lad  been  the  reason  for  farm  men  getting  together  in  organizations.  The 
ivomen  joined  men's  locals  when  the  U.F.A.  Constitution  was  amended  in 
1913  to  admit  women.  This  set-up  was  not  meeting  .the  need'i,  but  progress 
ivas  being  made.  In  1914  the  L^.F.A.  extended  an  invitation  to  farm  women 
to  meet  together  at  the  time  of  their  Annual  Convention  in  order  to  set 
up  a  women's  auxiliary.  Some  fifty-eight  women  accepted  the  invitation 
and  the  auxiliary  was  formed.  The  final  step  was  taken  in  1916  when  the 
auxiliary  was  officially  recognized  by  the  U.F.A.  as  being  on  an  equal 
basis  with  the  men.  The  name  chosen  for  the  new  section  was  The 
United  Farm  Women  of  Alberta. 

The  members  immediately  turned  their  attention  to  problems  of  the 
community.  Lack  of  health  services  was  a  matter  of  grave  concern  and 
in  1917  a  resolution  was  passedi  asking  that  Municipal  Hospitals  be  set 

(tup.  Later  that  year  a  conference  was  called  in  Edmonton,  at  which  the 
U.F.W.A.  was  represented  and  the  first  draft  of  The  Municipal  Health 
Bill  was  drawn  up.    The  act  was  assented  to  in  1919  and  municipal  hos- 

jjpitals  soon  became  a  reality. 

!■  _  While  there  have  been  excellent  health  services  in  our  province  from 
ijtime  to  time,  we  fall  far  short  of  adequate  health  facilities  for  everyone. 
It  is  many  years  now  since  the  U.F.A.  organization  went  on  record  for 
the  establishment  of  State  Medic  ine  and  this  stand  was  reiteratedi  vear  in 
and  year  out.  In  February  1942  an  Order  in  Council  was  passed  setting 
up  an  Advisory  Committee  on  Health  Insurance.  In  March  1943  a  Draft 
Bill  was  submitted  by  this  committee  to  the  Social  Security  Committee, 
a  body  of  forty-one  members  of  different  parties  from  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. This  group  proceeded  to  hear  presentations  from  various  profes- 
sional and  lay  organizations.    The  farm  viewpoint  was  presentedi  by  the 
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Canadian  Federation  of  Agriculture.    Their  carefully  drawn  up  plan  shoular  \ 
be  familiar  to  every  rural  group.    Our  Organization  has  endorsed  it,  forHt 
it  contains  the  only  proposals  to  date  which  would  bring  adequate  healtfe|l||fn 
services  to  all  citizens  regardless  of  their  economic  level. 

In  1945  Federal  proposals  to  the  Dominion  Provincial  Conference  at 
Ottawa  left  it  up  to  each  province  to  come  in  and  accept  a  Planning  and 
Organization  Grant.  After  using  this  grant  for  survey  work,  a  province 
was  committed  to  providing  the  benefits  of  the  first  Stage  of  Health 
Insurance.  Towards  the  end  of  the  last  session  the  Government  an^ 
nounced  its  intention  to  introduce  preliminary  measures  designed  to  pave 
the  way  for  a  Health  Insurance  Plan  for  Canada.  The  planning  and 
organization  grant  is  now  called  the  Health  Survey  Grant  and  is  not  to  be 
conditional  upon  the  provinces  undertaking  to  enter  a  health  insurance 
plan.  Rather  it  is  "to  assist  the  provinces  in  setting  up  machinery  which 
will  be  necessary  to  ensure  the  most  effective  use  of  other  health  grants 
now  being  proposed."  Farm  organizations  must  be  on  the  alert  and  con^ 
tinue  to  keep  the  need  of  rural  areas  to  the  fore  as  the  plans  develop. 

The  education  of  our  farm  boys  and  girls  was  given  careful  scrutiny 
by  the  U.F.W.A.  and  action  was  undertaken  in  the  early  days  of  the  or- 
ganization. Resolutions  passed  at  annual  conventions  resulted  in  a  con- 
ference being  called  to  discuss  the  revision  of  the  whole  course  of  studies 
Poor  school  buildings  and  badly  lighted  buildings  and  poorly  trained 
teachers  have  been  subjects  of  protests.  Higher  grants  from  the  Provin- 
cial and  Federal  Governments  have  been  urged;  scholarships  for  deserving 
students  have  been  asked.  The  Robert  Gardiner  Memorial  Scholarship 
Fund  was  set  up,  and  has  been  contributed  to  each  year  by  U.F.W.A 
Locals.  Scholarships  are  given  each  year  to  a  boy  and  a  girl  in  a  Pro- 
vincial School  of  Agriculture.  Other  awards  are  provided  for  a  thirc 
year  Agriculture  Student  at  the  University  of  Alberta  and  graduate  o 
Agriculture  taking  post  graduate  work  in  Alberta.  A  study  was  made  o: 
the  Composite  High  School  and  it  appears  the  answer  to  a  long  felt  neec 
in  rural  areas  for  vocational  training  to  supplement  that  given  in  purel} 
academic  subjects.  There  is  a  real  need  to  provide  for  those  who  inten( 
to  make  farming  or  home-making  their  vocation.  To  support  the  estab 
lishment  of  Composite  High  Schools  for  a  better  balance  of  training 
suitable  to  rural  youth,  some  interesting  statistics  have  just  been  releasee 
as  the  result  of  a  survey  conducted  in  regard  to  facilities  for  practica 
education  in  High  Schools  in  rural  areas.  In  Alberta  93.5%  of  the  replie; 
to  a  questionnaire  favor  the  Composite  High  School  as  the  type  of  higl 
school  that  can  best  serve  the  needs  of  a  rural  community.  The  6  59! 
negative  vote  carried  the  comment  in  many  instances  that  if  this  type  o 
school  were  located  in  a  town  or  city  the  program  would  likely  be  to< 
urban  and  not  sufficiently  rural  in  character. 

This  report  is  most  interesting  but  time  will  only  permit  the  quota 
tion  of  one  more  finding  that  is  rather  startling.  Of  the  fifteen  majo 
occupational  groups  of  men,  those  engaged  in  Agriculture  stand  thirteentl 
in  respect  to  years  of  schooling.  In  respect  to  women  of  eight  major  oc 
cupational  groups  those  engaged  in  Agriculture  rank  last  in  years  o 
schooling.  The  majority  of  replies  indicate  that  boys  do  not  stay  in  higl 
school  because  the  hi^h  school  program  is  inadequate. 

Any  outline  of  activities  carried  on  by  the  U.F.W.A.  must  includ: 
mention  of  the  Junior  Branch  which  was  organized  in  1919.  It  was  real 
ized  that  future  leaders  for  the  organization  must  begin  training  while  iii 
their  youth.  A  four  fold  program  of  Educational,  Vocational,  Economi  j 
and  Social  development  was  prepated  and  is  followed.  To  the  U.F.W..A| 
must  go  the  credit  for  putting  forth  the  idea  which  became  Farm  Youn; 
People's  Week  at  the  University  and  which  has  continued  each  year  sine 
1919.    This  is  the  highlight  of  the  Junior  U.F.A.  year. 
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As  the  interest  of  members  increased,  further  studies  were  added  to 
he  program.  They  included  Social  Welfare,  Co-operation,  Legislation, 
nternational  Affairs,  Rural  Housing,  Horticulture,  etc.  Farm  Women 
ealize  that  through  the  medium  of  the  local  they  have  an  opportunity 
[o  keep  abreast  of  economic  and  social  development,  which  would  be 
j)ractically  impossible  as  individuals. 

The  wide  range  of  interest  in  the  study  program  would  indicate  that 
nost  Farm  Women,  while  busy  with  the  problems  of  the  home,  are  be- 
-.oming  conscious  of  being  citizens  of  the  world  community.  What  is 
leeded  is  something  in  the  form  of  a  trumpet  blast,  loud  and  long,  to 
.waken  all  farm  women  to  the  fact  that  the  world  outside  of  their  homes 
ould  do  with  a  major  housecleaning. 


Annual  Address  to  U.F.A.  Convention  by  Orrin  Hart,  President, 
United  Farmers  of  Alberta,  Junior  Branch,  1948 

November,  194S 

Ir.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

Once  again  it  is  my  privilege  to  bring  greetings  from  the  Junior  See- 
on  of  this  Organization  to  the  delegates  and  visitors  attending  this 
■ortieth  Annual  Convention  of  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta  To  our 
•lends  in  radio  land  I  would  like  to  extend  special  greetings  and  to  hope 
'lat  in  this  opening  broadcast  you  may  find  the  answers  to  some  of  the 
Questions  you  have  in  your  minds. 

i  The  way  the  amalgamation  picture  is  gradually  shaping  itself  this  may 
[ell  be  the  last  convention  of  this  Organization  under  its  present  constitu- 
lon.  When  we  meet  again  let  us  hope  that  we  will  be  unified  in  our 
Sorts  as  well  as  stronger  in  numbers.  I  am  certain  of  one  thing  and 
lat  is  that  the  rural  people  of  Alberta  are  capable  of  pulling  together  and 
)  continue  to  advance  even  though  the  lines  do  change  hands. 
I 

Our  memories  of  the  last  disastrous  struggle  in  which  we  were  so 
irectly  involved  are  beginning  to  fade,  or  more  correctly  I  should  say 
should  be  fading."    When  we  listen  to  the  news  or  read  the  papers  our 
lemories  are  refreshed  until  we  wonder  if  we  are  really  at  peace  at  all. 
,j  |i  most  respects  we  are  fortunately  situated  here  in  this  part  of  the  globe. 
J,  .et  us  do  all  within  our  power  to  agree  and  co-operate  among  ourselves 
J  |ius  making  a  fiist  essential  contribution  to  world  peace.    At  the  same 
g  (tne,  of  course,  we  must  stand  up  for  our  rights  when  we  are  certain  our 
ews  are  sound.    Through  such  a  policy,  and  only  such  a  policy,  will 
jr  decisions  carry  prestige. 

J I  Since  our  iast  convention  the  stockmen,  of  whom  there  are  many 
ynong  us,  are  enjoying  the  advantages  of  trade  with  the  United  States. 
^ /ith  the  lifting  of  the  embargo  came  better  prices,  together  with  a  feeling 
jj'  confidence  in  the  future  for  the  primary  prodiucers. 

Since  our  last  convention  also  our  fine  Co-operative  has  been  set  up 
a  self-governing  basis.    We  have  played  the  role  of  a  parent  in  this 
'gard.    As  parents  raise  a  family  until  they  are  capable  of  supporting 
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themselves,  then  allow  them  to  go  their  way,  so  too  does  our  organizati< 
get  the  co-operatives  started,  then  turn  them  loose  to  fend  for  themselvi 
Now  we  can  look  on  with  all  the  genuine  admiration  of  a  grandparent 
watch  the  progress  of  the  rapidly  multiplying  branches  of  our  enterpri; 


It  is  heartening  to  note  the  start  being  shown  this  season  by  th- 
Canadian  Co-operative  Implements  Limited.  In  the  few  districts  wher 
they  didi  business  they  received  the  wholehearted  support  of  their  mem 
hers.  We  hope  that  next  season  we  shall  not  only  have  more  machinerj 
but  that  we  also  shall  have  more  and  better  distributing  centres  availab! 
to  handle  the  sale  of  these  implements. 


I  am  pleased  to  note  that  better  circumstances  of  farmers  generall 
are  being  reflected  on  the  farms  in  the  form  of  more  modern  machiner, 
and  electricity.    This  is  certainly  as  it  should  be,  beause  after  all  if  anyon| 
is  entitled  to  modern  conveniences  it  should  be  the  primary  producer  (i 
foodstuffs  to  feed  the  hungry  mouths  the  world  over. 

On  the  first  of  November  this  year  I  had  the  opportunity  of  takin  i 
part  in  the  opening  broadcast  of  Farm  Radio  Forum  from  Toronto.  |- 
hope  I  helped  c&nttibute  to  the  discussions  throughout  Canada  on  th; 
particular  night.  While  preparing  for  that  broadcast  I  gained  an  insigl 
into  the  work  involved  in  order  to  bring  such  a  program  to  the  peopl 
The  sponsors  of  the  Farm  Forum  program  are  to  be  commended  upt 
the  fine  services  they  are  rendering  to  the  rural  people.  The  Farm  Forun 
themselves  proviote  an  ideal  environment  for  the  incubation  of  the  cor 
munity  spirit. 

While  in  Ontario  recently  I  attended  several  meetings  of  the  loca  ■ 
■of  the  Ontario  Junior  Farmers  where  I  exchanged  ideas  on  junior  activiti 
to  some  advantage — I  hope.  They  are  organized  on  a  very  similar  bai 
to  ourselves  and  the  similarity  of  their  problems  to  ours  is  surprisir 
The  most  notable  contrast  is  the  comparative  sparseness  of  our  populati 
to  theirs,  which  is,  needless  to  say  advantageous  to  their  progress.  T 
Ontario  Junior  Farmers  are  certainly  a  hospitable  lot.  I  was  happy 
hear  that  they  follow  our  activities  with  interest  in  the  papers.  Eve 
year  as  a  proficiency  award  they  send  two  delegates  to  the  Internatioi 
4H  Club  conference  in  Virginia  where  they  spend  a  week  living  w 
Junior  Farmers  from  all  parts  of  United  States. 

At  a  meeting  with  the  provincial  e.KCCutive  of  the  Ontario  Jun 
Farmers  in  Toronto  we  discussed  the  possibility  of  setting  up  a  Natio: 
Junior  organization.  Of  course,  we  could  do  nothing  but  discuss  ' 
matter  without  the  ratification  of  our  respective  organizations;  but 
were  of  the  opinion  that  such  an  organization  would  be  advantageou; 
we  could  arouse  interest  in  the  other  provinces  in  a  similar  plan.  Howe\ 
it  is  of  paramount  importance  first  to  build  up  our  own  organization 
thai  we  represent  a  majority  of  the  Alberta  Junior  Farmers. 

A  report  on  Jimior  U.F.A.  activities  would  certainly  not  be  comp' 
without  mentioning  Farm  Young  People's  Week  held  at  the  Univer; 
of  Alberta  last  June.    In  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  attendance  was 
quite  up  to  normal  due  to  the  extremely  late  spring,  the  lectures  were  ^ 
attended  and  those  who  were  there  did  themselves  proud  as  a  represei 
tive  group  of  Farm  Young  People.    The  new  project  of  Farmstead  P 
ning  aroused  special  interest  because  this  is  the  first  year  this  competi' 
has  been  conducted.    Considering  the  fact  that  the  young  people  did 
know  what  to  expect  on  their  first  examination  they  turnea  in  some 
prisingly  well  thought  out  papers.    I  hope  after  studying  Farmstead  P 
ning  this  ensuing  winter  that  next  year's  delegates  will  all  take  part  in 
competition  and  when  they  are  asked  to  plan  the  modtel  farmstead 
paper  that  the  average  will  be  equal  to  this  year's  best. 
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In  the  field  day  as  well  as  the  numerous  other  competitions  those  who 
ron  prizes  really  earned  them. 

I  would  like  to  remind  all  young  farm  people  between  the  ages  of 
'6  and  27  that  there  is  accommodation  for  all  who  wish  to  attend  and  I 
ake  this  opportunity  to  extend  a  hearty  mvitation  to  attend  this  holidlay 
;f  holidays  next  June  at  the  University  of  Alberta. 

At  the  annual  convention  of  the  Juniors  held  on  the  Monday  of  Farm' 
''oung  People's  Week  I  had  the  honor  of  being  re-elected  to  the  pres- 
lency.  I  shall  do  my  utmost  to  justify  my  re-election  although  lack  of 
ime  is  somewhat  of  a  hindrance.  However,  I  have  enjoyed  the  assistance 
f  a  most  willing  and  capable  executive  and  board  of  directors. 

Last  July  a  new  project  in  the  form  of  a  leadership  training  camp  was 
onducted  at  Gull  Lake  under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  Douglas  Thornton, 
J.F.A.  Co-op.  Educational  Director.  I  was  very  sorry  to  be  unable  to 
e  in  attendance  myself,  but  from  those  who  did  attend  I  understand  they 
eally  foundl  it  time  well  spent. 

I  During  the  past  ten  months,  in  visiting  various  locals  throughout  the 
rovince  I  was  most  favorably  impressed  with  what  the  organization  is 
oing  to  develop  capable  leadership  among  our  youth.    I  am  confident  that 

Khen  in  the  very  near  future  the  time  comes  for  the  next  generation  to 
loulder  the  responsibilities  of  their  fathers,  we  shall  have  many  competent 
Naders  to  do  the  job. 

,     In  conclusion,  I  would  like  on  behalf  of  the  Junior  U.F.A.  to  thank 

II  those  organizations  and  individuals,  who  have  assisted  in  any  way 
luring  the  past  ten  months.  Particular  thanks  to  Miss  Birth,  our  wide- 
wake  secretary,  who  keeps  us  so  well  informed  on  all  activities. 

Let  us  hear  of  nothing  but  progress  in  the  year  1949. 
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Report  of  Board  of  Directors  of  United  Farmers  of  Alberta,  1948 


When  making  our  report  for  1947  we  opened  by  saying  that  1947  ha;j 
been  a  trying  year  in  many  respects.  1948  was  a  much  more  difficult  yea 
with  a  very  late  spring,  heavy  snowfall  and  rain  at  the  wrong  seasor 
However,  in  the  face  of  all  this  the  farmers  of  this  province  have  harvested 
a  good  crop,  most  districts  reporting  the  best  harvest  weather  for  manj 
years. 

MEMORIAM 

1048  has  seen  a  number  of  faithful  workers  of  the  movement  pass  oj 
and  many  rural  communities  will  be  the  poorer  for  their  going. 

ADMINISTRATION 

To  date  in  1948  your  Executive  has  met  six  times  and  your  Board  foi 
times,  a  special  meeting  of  the  Board  being  held  in  October  to  approve 
plans  for  the  separation  of  the  Co-operative. 

AMALGAMATION 

Carrying  out  the  instructions  of  the  January  convention  your  Execs 
tive  met  with  the  Executive  of  the  A.F.U.  to  further  plans  for  the  joit 
convention  to  be  held  in  Calgary,  January  11th  to  14th,  1948.    The  cor 
mittees  met  three  times  and  drew  up  a  draft  constitution"''whT?h  was  foi 
warded  to  all  locals  of  our  Organization  as  well  as  all  locals  of  the  A.F.U. 

This  constitution  will  be  considered  at  the  joint  meeting.  We  would  like 
to  stress  the  importance  of  all  locals  having  their  full  representation  al 
that  convention.  Representation  in  January  is  on  the  basis  of  one  foi 
every  twenty  members  or  major  portion  thereof.  U.F.A.  and  U.F.W.A 
locals  must  be  fully  represented  to  look  after  the  important  stake  thej 
have  in  the  new  body. 


FUTURE  OF  THE  CO-OPERATIVE 


The  following  resolution  was  passed  at  the  last  Annual  Conventior 
held  in  Edmonton  in  January  of  this  year: 

"WHEREAS,  one  of  the  important  activities  of  the  U.F.A.  sinci 
1931  has  been  the  setting  up  and  expansion  of  co-operative  buyinj 
through  our  subsidiary  organization,  U.F.A.  Central  Co-operativ 
Association  Limited,  and 

WHEREAS,  the  business  interests  of  the  Co-operative  now  cove 
large  areas  of  the  province  and  have  reached  an  annual  aggregat 
volume  of  over  four  million  dollars,  and 

WHEREAS,  it  is  recognized  that  the  assets  of  the  Co-operativ 
have  been  accumulated  by  reason  of  the  patronage  of  the  custome 
body  and  are  held  in  trust  for  member  customers,  and 

WHEREAS,  it  is  desirable  to  give  to  the  Co-operative,  and  to  th 
Board  of  Directors  thereof,  the  utmost  possible  stability  and  pe: 
manence; 

BE  IT  THEREFORE  RESOLVED,  that  the  Co-operative  I 
established  on  an  independent  self-governing  basis,  but  under  arrangi 
ments  for  continued  close  association  with  the  U.F.A.  subject  to  tl 
following  general  principles: 
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(1)  the  words  "United  Farmers  of  Alberta"  shall  be  in  the 
name  of  the  Co-operative. 


(2)  membership  in  the  Co-operative  shall  be  subject  to  the 
qualifications  of  patronage. 

(3)  there  shall  be  provision  for  adequate  financial  support  of 
the  U.F.A.  through  the  Co-operative.  This  financial  support  shall 
be  provided  in  any  one  or  more  of  the  follov^ring  or  other  suitable 
ways : 

(a)  by  making  a  mutually  satisfactory  atmual  grant. 

(b)  by  paying  a  percentage  of  the  surplus  earnings. 

(c)  by  accepting  requisitions  for  membership  in  the 
U.F.A.  on  dividends  due  the  member,  this  last  named 
method  to  be  obligatory. 

(4)  Membership  shall  be  grouped  into  locals  or  zoning  areas 
for  election  of  officers  and  the  governing  board  of  the  Co-operative. 

(5)  All  present  members  of  the  Association  as  at  December 
31,  1947,  to  be  members  of  the  Co-operative,  thus  ensuring  that 

I  those  persons  whose  membership  has  assisted  in  building  the  Co- 

'  operative  shall  have  the  right  to  continue  to  participate  in  its  bene- 

fits unless  such  member  wishes  to  withdraw. 

(6)  An  annual  convention  or  annual  meeting  covering  the 
interests  of  both  bodies  of  members  shall  be  held  at  the  same 
place  in  the  "same  week. 

i  (7)    The  U.F.A.  shall  cease  to  hold  any  interest  in  the  assets 

i  of  the  Co-operative  save  and  except  the  membership  loan  fund  or 

;  such  part  thereof  as  may  be  agreed  upon.    The  said  fund  or  part 

thereof  shall  continue  to  be  held  by  the  Co-operative  in  trust  for 
[  the  U.F.A.  and  shall  be  paid  to  the  U.F.A.  in  annual  instalments  in 

such  amounts  as  shall  be  mutually  agreed  upon,  and 

I  BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED,  that  the  directors  be  and  they 

are  hereby  empowered  to  take  such  action  and  to  do  such  acts  and 
things  as  may  be  necessary  to  carry  into  effect  the  terms  of  this 
resolution." 

The  intent  and  purpose  of  this  resolution  is  that  the  Co-operative  be 
established  on  an  independent  self  governing  basis,  subject  to  the  prin- 
ciples set  out  in  the  resolution. 

The  problem  involved  in  the  resolution  may  be  reduced  to  very  simple 
terms:  United  Farmers  of  Alberta  as  presently  constituted  is  a  corporate 
body  carrying  on  two  main  functions:  An  Educational  function  and  a 
commercial  one.  The  Educational  function  is  carried  on  by  one  depart- 
ment and  the  Commercial  by  another,  which  for  purposes  of  convenience 
and  safety  takes  the  form  of  a  wholly  owned  subsidiary,  U.F.A.  Central 
Co-operative  Association  Limited.  The  Co-operative  is  to  be  established 
on  an  independent  self  governing  basis,  which  means  two  organizations 
will  result  where  one  exists  now.  Broadly  speaking,  therefore,  that  pur- 
pose may  be  accomplished  in  either  of  two  ways: 

I  (a)    By  the  Educational  body  continuing  under  the  Act  of  In- 

corporation with  the  Co-operative  seeking  another  form  of  organiza- 
tion outside  that  Act,  or 

(b)    By  the  Co-operative  continuing  under  the  Act  of  Incorpora- 
I      tion  with  the  Educational  body  seeking  another  form  of  organization 
outside  that  Act. 
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After  careful  study  your  Board  recommends  that  the  second  plan  be 
followed,  that  is  that  the  Co-operative  continue  under  the  Act  of  Incor- 
poration with  the  Educational  body  seeking  another  form  of  organization j 
outside  that  Association.    Two  main  reasons  lead  to  this  conclusion: 

1.  It  more  fully  complies  with  section  (5)  of  the  resolution,  which  pro-j 
vides  that  "all  present  members  of  the  Association  as  at  December  31,' 
1947,  to  be  members  of  the  Co-operative,  thus  ensuring  that  those  persons 
whose  membership  has  assisted  in  building  the  Co-operative  shall  have 
the  right  to  continue  to  participate  in  its  benefits  unless  such  member 
wishes  to  withdraw."  No  disturbance  whatsoever  of  members'  equities  in 
the  assets  of  the  organization  is  involved.  Present  members  will  continue  as 
they  are  now  and  with  the  interest  of  each  unchanged. 

2.  Although  the  original  Act  of  Incorporation  of  1918  was  designed  main- 
ly for  an  Educational  body  that  is  not  the  case  today.  Even  in  the  orig- 
inal Act  there  was  some  provision  for  commercial  enterprise.  Since  1918 
on  three  different  occasions  amendments  have  been  obtained  to  meet  ihe 
business  requirements  of  the  Co-operative.  By  these  amendments  the 
emphasis  in  the  Act  has  been  changed  from  the  Educational  to  the  Co- 
operative function.  The  Act  as  it  stands  today  is  more  appropriate  to  a 
commercial  organization  than  an  educational  one.  The  amendments  re- 
ferred to  include  the  right  to  change  the  name  to  U.F.A.  Co-operative 
Limited,  the  right  to  change  to  a  share  capital  basis,  the  right  to  reduce 
the  Board  to  nine,  and,  the  right  to  change  the  system  of  electing  delegates 
from  a  basis  of  locals,  to  a  zone  basis  with  elections  by  postcard 
ballot.  In  brief,  as  the  Act  has  been  adapted  to  the  commercial  activities 
of  the  organization,  it  is  considered  advisable  by  your  Board  that  the 
Co-operative  activities  continue  under  it. 

Your  Board,  therefore,  recommends: 

1.  That  the  Co-operative  continue  to  carry  on  business  under  and 
pursuant  to  the  Act  of  Incorporation  of  United  Farmers  of  Alberta — 
1918,  and  amending  Acts,  and  for  this  purpose: 

(a)  That  the  name  of  the  Association  be  changed  to  United 
Farmers  of  Alberta  Co-operative  Limited  in  the  manner  provided  by 
the  amendment  to  the  Act  of  1946,  that  is  by  By-law  of  the  Directors 
ratified  by  this  Convention. 

(b)  That  membership  in  the  Association  be  changed  to  a  share 
capital  basis  with  shares  of  the  par  value  of  $5.00  each,  and  that  one 
such  share  be  issued  to  each  member  holding  a  permanent  member- 
ship, and  to  each  member  who,  during  the  calendar  year  1947,  paid 
the  annual  membership  fee  of  $1.00.  For  this  purpose  a  further  By-law 
of  the  Directors  will  be  submitted  to  the  Convention  for  ratification. 

(c)  Upon  request  in  writing,  the  Association  will  remit  the 
amount  of  permanent  membership  fee  to  any  member  who  paid  for 
same  in  cash  and  did  not  receive  same  by  the  application  of  patronage 
dividend  payments. 

(d)  That  the  By-laws  of  the  Association  be  revised  to  bring  them 
more  fully  into  conformity  with  the  requirements  of  a  commercial 
organization  and  more  particularly  in  the  matter  set  out  in  the  Notice 
Calling  the  Annual  Meeting.  A  revision  of  the  By-laws  as  approved 
by  your  Board  will  be  submitted  for  ratification, 

(e)  For  the  purpose  of  providing  additional  capital  for  the  ex- 
pansion of  your  Co-operative  your  Board  has  considered  it  advisable 
to  issue  preferred  shares  according  to  the  particulars  set  out  in  the 
Notice  Calling  the  Annual  Meeting.  Acordingly  your  Directors  will| 
submit  to  this  Convention  an  extraordinary  resolution  in  the  form 
provided  by  the  Solicitors  for  the  Association. 
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2.  That  the  Educational  function  heretofore  carried  on  by  the  Asso- 
ciation be  separated  from  it  and  that  it  be  carried  on  as  a  non-incorporated 
association,  on  an  annual  membership  basis  under  the  name  of  United 
Farmers  of  Alberta  with  the  same  By-laws  as  at  present,  save  and  except 
only  any  reference  to  permanent  membership,  or  to  a  central  Co-operative 
Board,  or  to  co-operative  business.  In  this  connection  it  should  be  pointed 
out  that  United  Farmers  of  Alberta  carried  on  without  incorporation  from 
1909  until  the  Special  Act  of  1918.  Pending  the  final  outcome  of  amalga- 
mation proceedings  in  January  your  Board  recommends  that  the  question 
of  new  incorporation  be  deferred  until  after  that  date.  As  a  joint  conven- 
tion has  been  arranged  with  the  Alberta  Farmers'  Union  in  January  to 
consider  amalgamation  we  recommend  that  your  present  Board  of  Direct- 
ors continue  in  office  as  the  first  Board  of  the  Educational  organization, 
for  a  term  of  one  year,  unless  such  term  is  sooner  terminated  by 
amalgamation. 

3.  That  the  Co-operative  contribute  to  the  Educational  organization 
by  a  capital  grant,  as  well  as  by  annual  grants  in  the  manner  hereinafter 
set  out. 

Your  Board  has  given  serious  thought  to  the  method  and  intent  of 
the  financial  support  which  might  reasonably  be  given  by  the  Co-operative, 
having  regard  to  its  own  financial  requirements.  It  has  to  be  kept  in 
mind  that  the  Co-operative  with  twenty  stores  and  one  hundred  and  forty 
oil  agencies  can  only  continue  in  business  if  it  has  adequate  finance.  This 
becomes  apparent  when  one  considers  that  these  stores  alone  require  a 
total  inventory  of  some  $700,000.  The  problem  of  financing  new  stores  and 
providing  stock-in-trade  has  already  proved  a  difficult  one,  and  has  re- 
quired in  addition  to  substantial  members'  loans,  bank  loans  amounting  to 
close  to  $100,000  at  times.  These  loans  in  turn  are  only  possible  if  the 
Co-operative  is  able  to  show  a  proper  balance  sheet.  In  other  words  the 
Co-operative  would  be  seriously  crippled  and  placed  in  an  embarrassing 
position  if  it  is  obliged  to  pay  out  any  very  large  amount  of  cash  at  the 
present  time.  It  should  also  be  kept  in  mind  that  of  necessity  every 
member  of  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta  as  of  31st  of  December,  1947, 
must  be  given  a  permanent  membership  of  $5.00  or  the  equivalent  thereof 
in  share  capital.  As  of  that  date  it  is  estimatedi  that  the  membership  con- 
sists of  appro.ximately  23,000  persons.  It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  that 
'  $115,000  is  represented  by  membership  requirements  and  this  amount  can 
only  come  out  of  the  sum  held  by  the  Co-operative  for  membership  fees, 
or  out  of  surplus. 

'  Having  in  mind  all  these  factors  it  is  suggested  that  the  following 
might  be  regarded  as  a  fair  and  reasonable  compliance  in  this  respect 
with  section  (3)  of  the  resolution  of  the  last  convention  above  set  out: 

(a)    That  during  such  time  as  it  is  required  for  head  office  pur- 
poses in  Calgary  the  Co-operative  will  supply  the  new  Educational 
;        body  free  of  charge  with  the  same  office,  stenographic  and  other  facil- 
ities as  has  heretofore  been  provided. 

I  (b)    That  the  Co-operative  will  accept  requisitions  for  member- 

ship fees,  to  be  paid  out  of  patronage  dividends  accumulated  by  its 
customers  from  year  to  year. 

;  (c)    That  the   Co-operative  will  repay  to  the  new  Educational 

I         body  as  soon  as  possible,  andi  in  any  event  on  or  before  the  31st  day 
I         of  December,  1952,  an  amount  totalling  $25,000,  being  the  estimated 
amount  of  equities  of  the  Educational  branch  of  the  present  organiza- 
tion now  held  by  the  Co-operative,  which  said  sum  shall  discharge 
the  Co-operative  from  all  claims  and  demands  of  the  new  Educational 
f         body  in  the  assets  of  the  Co-operative,  provided  however,  that  if 
1         required  the  Co-operative  will  pay  at  least  25%  of  the  saidi  amount 
each  year. 
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(d)  That  in  addition  to  the  above  a  mutually  satisfactory  grant 
shall  be  negotiated  with  the  new  Educational  body  from  year  to  year 
starting  with  1949. 

(e)  That  the  Robert  Gardiner  Scholarship  Fund  be  retained  and 
continued  by  the  Co-operative. 

Your  Board  considers  that  for  the  purposes  of  the  Co-operative  a 
board  of  seven  directors  is  adequate.    For  this  purpose  the  Province  has 
been  divided  into  severi  major  zones.    However,  an  amendment  to  the 
Act  of  1944  provided  for  a  minimum  board  of  nine.    Your  Board  is,  there-  ■■ 
fore,  recommending  that  for  this  year  and  until  the  Act  be  amended  in  ' 
this  respect,  the  delegates  at  this  Convention  assembled  in  separate  meet-  ■ 
ings  according  to  zone,  pursuant  to  the  revised  By-laws,  if  enacted  by  the  ■' 
meeting,  shall  elect  seven  directors,  and  that  two  other  directors  be  elected 
by  the  Convention  at  large,  and  that  the  nine  persons  so  elected  shaT  ■ 
form  the  first  board  of  the  Co-operative.    Lists  showing  the  zone  to  which 
each  delegate  belongs  have  been  posted  at  the  back  of  this  hall.    In  future  ' 
voting  will  be  by  postcard  ballot.    Each  major  zone  will  be  divided  intc:  <  ' 
five  sub-zones  and  the  Annual  Convention  will  be  attended  by  thirty-five 
delegates. 

Your  Board  recommends  that  immediately  after  this  Convention  ap 
plication  be  made  at  the  next  session  of'  the  Provincial  Legislature  for  th; 
necessary  amendments  to  the  Act  to  reduce  the  number  of  members  o 
the  Board  to  a  minimum  of  seven,  and  for  such  other  amendments  a; 
may  be  necessary. 

ORGANIZATION  AND  MEMBERSHIP 

The  membership  year  of  the  organization  does  not  close  imtil  De 
cember  31st.  It  is  only  possible  this  year  to  give  you  the  membership  a 
at  November  15th.  This  does  not  take  into  account  members  whose  perm 
anent  membership  will  be  transferred  from  dividends  for  the  Co-op.  yea  ri> 
ending  July  31st,  1948.  It  will  not  be  possible  to  complete  this  worl 
for  several  months.  These  transfers  will  add  several  thousand  to  ou 
figures.  The  figures  available  at  this  date  show  that  our  fully  paid  u; 
membership  is  19,367. 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 

The  financial  statement  as  at  Nov.  15th  shows  a  deficit  of  $1,171.05. 
PRESENTING  RESOLUTIONS 

Your  Board  followed  the  same  procedure  as  in  1947  and  representa 
tives  of  the  Alberta  Federation  of  Agriculture,  the  Alberta  Farmers'  Unio 
and  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta,  met  the  Government  to  present  resc 
lutions  passed  by  the  three  conventions,  those  of  a  similar  nature  bein 
presented  jointly.  This  is  felt  to  be  a  very  satisfactory  way  of  handlin 
the  resolutions  and  is  appreciated  by  the  Government.  All  our  locals  re 
ceived  a  copy  of  the  replies  received  from  the  Government  to  the  resoU 
tions.    Quite  a  number  of  them  have  already  been  implemented. 

REPRESENTATION  ON  OTHER  BODIES 

Our  president  still  represents  the  Organization  on  the  board  of  tli 
Alberta  Federation  of  Agriculture.  Mr.  Church  is  a  member  of  the  Boar 
of  the  Alberta  Co-operative  Wholesale  Association  and  is  on  the  Souther 
Alberta  Advisory  Coimcil  of  the  United  Emergency  Fund  for  Britaiij 
Mrs.  Winifred  Ross  of  Millet  represents  the  Organization  on  the  Agricu 
tural  Education  Committee.  Messrs.  Pritchard  and  Hart  represented  th 
U.F.A.  at  the  Alberta  Educational  Council  meeting.  Mrs.  Lowe,  U.F.W.i  ' 
president,  continues  as  first  vice-president  of  the  Alberta  Council  on  Chil 
and  Family  Welfare.  Miss  Birch,  secretary,  represents  the  Organizatio 
on  the  Farm  Radio  Forum  Committee  for  Alberta. 
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EDUCATIONAL  DEPARTMENT 

Very  successful  meetings  have  been  held  through  the  year,  featuring 
eakers  and  sound  films.  Members  of  your  board  and  the  boards  of  the 
.F.W.A.  and  Juniors  have  accompanied  the  staff  on  many  occasions  and 
,ve  given  addresses  and  assisted  in  organization.  The  color  film,  showing 
me  of  the  activities  of  the  Co-operative,  has  had  a  very  enthusiastic  re- 
ption  wherever  shown. 

This  department  conducted  a  Rural  Youth  Lea,dership  Camp  at  Meri- 
^n  Beach  August  2-9.    Although  small  in  numbers,  the  camp  definitely 
oved  that  very  worthwhile  results  could  be  achieved  with  such  a  course, 
also  emphasized  the  real  need  there  is  for  leadership  training  among 
ir'  farm  young  people.    We  have  the  young  people  available,  with  plenty 
enthusiasm  and  energy  and  if  we  show  them  how  to  perform  the  duties 
a  leader  they  will  do  a  real  job  in  our  farm  organizations.    Your  senior 
lards  selected  two  delegates  to  the  camp  from  each  constituency,  the 
mpers  being  responsible  for  transportation  and  U.F.A.  Co-op.  paying 
1  other  costs. 

Large  numbers  of  pamphlets  on  co-operation  and  U.F.A.  Co-op.  have 
en  distributed  during  the  year.  Extensive  use  has  been  made  of  the 
tlumns  of  the  Western  Farm-  Leader  and  we  are  pleasedi  to  record  our 
ipreciation  of  the  publicity  received  through  that  medium;  also  through 
e  daily  and  weekly  press.  While  no  addresses  have  been  given  over 
e  radio  on  behalf  of  the  Organization,  use  has  been  made  of  spot  an- 
)uncements. 

ROBERT  GARDINER  MEMORIAL  SCHOLARSHIPS 

Scholarships  for  the  1947-48  term  were  presented  to  the  following: 
tiird  year  student  in  Agriculture — Clarence  R.  Fuerst,  Bashaw;  Research 
':holarship — Andrew  Wynnyk  of  Stry;  Walter  Dietz,  Galahad,  Agricul- 
ral  Scholarship  and  Genevieve  Ziegler,  Vegreville,  Household  Economics 
rholarship.  At  the  request  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  it  was  agreed 
lat  the  scholarship  at  the  Olds  School  should  be  the  Agricultural  scholar- 
lip  and  at  Vermilion  the  scholarsip  for  Home  Economics.  This  was 
)ne  in  order  to  simplify  the  records  of  the  two  schools. 

The  fund  stood  at  $2,575.01  as  at  November  ISth.  Contributions  are 
ill  being  received  from  U. F.W.A.  Locals.  We  would  urge  more  U.F.A. 
locals  to  lend'  their  support. 

PORTRAITS 

ijf  The  portraits  of  the  three  U.F.A.  premiers  were  presented  to  the 
(f.'iovernment  and  hung  in  the  Parliament  Buildings  at  a  small  ceremony 
Ijii  October  7th.  George  Johnston,  former  U.F.A.  Speaker,  made  the 
iJ|esentation. 

INCOME  TAX 

This  matter  has  continued  to  receive  consideration  by  your  board  and 
cecutive.    Mr.  Donald  MacLeod,  member  of  the  Executive,  was  nom- 
ated  to  represent  the  U.F.A.  on  a  committee  appointed  by  the  Alberta 
ederation  of  Agriculture  to  go  into  the  whole  question  of  farmers'  income 
^x.    Locals  have  all  been  acquainted'  with  the  findings  of  this  committee, 
cfl  more  simple  tax  form  for  farmers  was  drawn  up  and  it  is  hoped  that 
lite  1949  forms  will  follow  suggestions  set  forth  in  the  brief  presented  to 
e  Government.    The  committee  stressed  the  need  for  increasing  con- 
tl  derably  income  tax  exemptions.    They  also  asked  that  all  medical,  den- 
H,  optical,  nursing  bills,  etc.  should  be  deductible.    It  was  also  recom- 
endied  that  farmers  should  not  have  to  collect  income  tax  from  hired 
;lp.    Other  matters  such  as  tax  clearance,  allowance  for  the  farm  wife, 
:pairs  and  depreciation  on  the  farm  home,  etc.,  were  also  taken  up. 
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WHEAT  AND  COARSE  GRAINS 


The  Dominion  Government  was  asked  to  reimburse  farmers  for  ai 
price  disadvantage  incurred  through  the  Canadian  millers  obtaining  whe 
at  less  than  the  price  of  wheat  exported  to  Britain  or  world  export  pric 
as  farmers  should  not  be  compelled  to  subsidize  the  domestic  consumJ|«: 
of  flour.  The  Board  asked  for  producer  representation  on  the  Canadr 
Wheat  Board  by  the  appointment  of  two  additional  members  to  be  noi 
inated  by  a  joint  committee  of  the  farm  organizations.  Your  Board  pi 
tested  the  degrading  of  Red  Bobs  wheat  for  at  least  three  years  and  th  .• 
only  if  a  supply  of  seed  of  suitable  variety  is  available.  ;i 

Following  instructions  of  the  last  convention  your  board  urged  t|;t 
Government  to  put  the  marketing  of  coarse  grains  under  the  Wheat  Boa;" 
the  Board  to  act  solely  as  the  agent  of  the  producers  and  obligated  at 
times  to  sell  the  grain  to  the  best  advantage  of  the  producers. 
Government  passed  the  Act  but  refused  to  put  it  into  force  unless 
three  prairie  provinces  passed  enabling  legislation.  A  meeting  of  rep: 
sentatives  of  the  governments  and  farm  organizations  of  the  three  prai 
provinces  was  held  in  Regina.  Saskatchewan  passed  the  enabling  legis 
tion  and  the  Albei  ta  Government  was  prepared  to  call  a  special  session 
do  so.  However,  as  Manitoba  refused  to  pass  the  legislation  the  Albe 
committee  agreed  that  the  Alberta  Government  should  not  be  put  to 
expense  of  calling  a  special  session  to  pass  such  legislation. 

FREIGHT  RATES 

The  board  protested  to  the  Government  the  increase  in  freight  ra 
allowed,  particularly  in  view  of  the  fact  that  Alberta  stands  at  the  a] 
of  the  freight  rates  structure  and  markets  for  farm  products  are  mo 
eastward  from  the  Rockies,  while  manufacturing  industries  are  in  ceni 
and  eastern  Canada.     They  also  pointed  out  that  in  order  to  maint 
stability  farmers  accepted  interference  with  the  law  of  supply  and  demi 
as  developed  in  the  open  market  and  had  accepted  prices  which  were 
fair  to  Agriculture.    All  the  provinces  with  the  exception  of  Ontario 
Quebec  protested  the  increase.    Your  board  along  with  other  farmer  i 
resentatives  and  governments,  urged  the  Dominion  Government  to  app( 
a  Royal  Commission  to  go  into  the  whole  freight  rates  structure, 
lailways  are  now  asking  for  further  increase  in  rates. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

It  would  take  a  very  lengthy  report  to  give  you  details  on  the  m 
other  matters  dealt  with  during  the  year.  Some  of  the  more  impor 
were:  a  protest  to  the  Government  on  the  lack  of  fertilizer;  also  a  pro 
regarding  the  poor  quality  of  barbed  wire.  The  Government  were  as 
to  have  pre-war  standards  of  barbed  wire  at  the  earliest  opportunity 
Government  were  also  asked  to  make  nails  available  to  farmers  for  bi 
ing  granaries  as  government  regulations  had  made  it  impossible  for  fa 
ers  to  deliver  all  their  crop  to  the  elevators  and  there  was  not  suflic 
storage  on  the  farms  to  take  care  of  the  grain.  The  matter  of  kero! 
refrigerators  being  made  available  was  urged  on  the  Government.  C 
mittees  were  appointed  to  study  the  question  of  contributory  old  age 
sions,  co-op.  packing  plant,  anti-freeze,  etc.  The  Provincial  Governr 
is  still  being  asked  to  contribute  at  least  50%  of  the  cost  of  educa' 
At  the  request  of  members  in  the  southern  part  of  the  province  who  i 
suffering  serious  damage  to  crops  from  ducks,  the  provincial  governr 
was  asked  to  open  the  duck  season  a  week  earlier.  They  in  turn  refe 
the  matter  to  the  Federal  Government  but  no  action  was  taken. 

APPRECIATION 

Your  Board  wish  to  express  appreciation  of  the  loyalty  and  co-oj 
tion  of  the  staflF  throughout  the  past  year. 
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Report  of  the  U.F.W.A.  Executive,  November,  1948 


Since  we  last  reported  to  you  in  January  of  this  year  your  Executive 

had  a  busy  year.  As  you  all  know  transportation  by  road  in  the 
ng  and  in  some  parts  even  in  early  summer,  was  a  real  problem.  It 

certainly  gratifying  to  note  the  number  of  locals  which  did  not  miss 
leeting  despite  this  handicap.     Some  locals  had  to  cancel  one.  We 

that  1948,  which  may  be  the  last  year  of  activity  for  our  farm  women 
'The  United  Farm  Women  of  Alberta,"  has  seen  a  great  deal  accom- 
hed.    We  hope  you  will  enjoy  the  program  we  have  arranged  and  that 

will  return  to  your  homes  with  the  determination  to  carry  on  the 
k  whether  it  be  under  our  own  banner  or  under  a  new  set  up. 

IN  MEMORIAM 

Each  year  takes  a  toll  of  our  members  and  many  farm  communities 
irn  the  loss  of  some  of  their  number.  We  wish  to  pay  tribute  to  them 
i  to  extend  our  sympathy  to  their  families. 

j  ADMINISTRATION 

During  1948  your  Board  has  held  two  meetings  and  your  Executive 
r  meetings.  Your  Executive  has  also  attended  two  special  meetings 
the  board  of  the  U.F.A.  in  connection  with  the  separation  of  the  Co- 
rative.  Your  president  attended  all  meetings  of  the  U.F.A.  Executive 
well  as  all  meetings  of  the  Contact  Committee. 


CONFERENCES 

Despite  the  late  spring  and  subsequent  rush  of  work,  conferences  were 
1  in  all  constituencies  and  from  reports  it  would  appear  they  were  even 
re  successful  than  usaul.  A  member  of  your  Executive  attend'ed  nearly 
the  conferences.  In  one  or  two  instances  where  this  was  not  possible 
lember  of  the  board  was  present. 


FARM  WOMEN'S  WEEK 

Your  Organization  was  again  officially  represented  at  Farm  Women's 
ek  at  Olds  and  Vermilion  by  Mrs.  Braithwaite  and  Mrs.  Smith  respec- 
t\y.  These  courses  were  both  well  attended  and  many  of  those  in 
^ndance  are  making  plans  to  return  another  year.  The  cost  of  attending 
irery  reasonable  and  if  any  of  you  get  an  opportunity  to  attend,  you 
luld  certainly  do  so. 

COOK  BOOK 

'  There  is  a  steady  demand  for  copies  of  our  cook  book.  We  now  have 
^  i  about  1500    opies  left  of  the  second  printing  of  the  Fifth  Edition. 

ROBERT  GARDINER  MEMORIAL  SCHOLARSHIP  FUND 

^  Your  Executive  would  again  like  to  thank  our  U.F.W.A.  Locals  for 
.^ir  support  of  this  fund.    At  November  15th  the  fund  stood  at  $2,575.00, 
St  of  the  contributions  received  being  from  U.F.W.A.  Locals. 


RURAL  HOUSING 


We  are  glad  to  report  some  progress  is  being  made  in  connection  with 
!ral  Housing.    A  booklet  of  ten  preliminary  plans  for  farm  homes  has 
■c^:n  issued  by  the  Prairie  Rural  Housing  Committee.     Copies  may  be 
■ured;  from  Central  Office  or  from  any  branch  of  the  Central  Mortgage 
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and  Housing  Corporation.    Blueprints  may  be  secured  at  a  cost  of  $2.5 
In  the  Rural  Housing  Competition  our  Organization  did  very  well,  Arrov 
wood  local  winning  first  prize,  $60.00;  Delia  tied  for  fourth  prize  of  $30.0  i 
and  Clover  Bar,  Alix,  Grand  Meadow,  Berrywater,  and  Camrose  locals  eac 
won  a  $20.00  prize.    A  great  deal  of  interest  was  evidenced  in  this  coE;  j,. 
petition.  Ji- 

REPRESENTATION  OiN  OTHER  BODIES 

The  U.F.A.  andi  U.F.W.A.  have  again  been  asked  to  sit  on  many  coli 
mittees  not  only  on  behalf  of  our  own  organizations  but  on  behalf  i  ^: 
the  farm  people  of  Alberta  as  a  whole.    Your  president  has  been  appoint*  ™' 
to  the  Senate  of  the  University  and  Mrs.  Winifred  Ross,  former  pres 
dent,  has  been  appointed  to  the  Board  of  Governors  of  the  Universit  * 
Mrs.  Lowe  continues  to  act  as  First  Vice-President  of  the  Alberta  Coun<  ^ 
on  Child  and  Family  Welfare  and  at  the  annual  convention  of  the  Coun( 
in  April  took  the  chair  for  one  afternoon,  gave  a  five  minute  radio  ta 
and  extended  greetings  from  the  U.F.W.A.  to  the  Council  at  its  annu 
banquet.  '  Your  president  and  Mrs.  Stetson  have  again  attended  meetin,' 
of  the  Alberta  Section  of  the  Canadian  Association  of  Consumers  ai  i 
were  also  delegates  to  the  Alberta  Educational  Conference.    Mrs.  Lo\ 
gave  a  broadcast  over  the  A.L.C.  Show  to  open  the  provincial  campaij 
for  Agriculture  for  the  Canadian  Appeal  for  Children  and  recently  tO( 
part  in  a  broadcast  along  with  J.  R.  McFall,  Alberta  secretary  of  the  Far 
Forum,  Jos.  Galloway,  national  secretary  and  J.  M.  Bentley,  to  start  <  * 
the  new  season  for  Farm  Radio  Forum. 

Mrs.  Schroter  represents  the  U.F.W.A.  on  the  Advisory  Committee  i 
Rural  Housing  and  Mrs.  Stetson  represents  the  U.F.W.A.  on  the  Provi 
cial  Advisory  Committee  to  the  Canadian  Educational  Association  in  ; 
research  project  in  practical  education.  Your  president  represents  t 
U.F.W.A.  on  the  Advisory  Committee  to  the  Provincial  Committee  of  t 
Dominion-Provincial  Labor  Board  dealing  with  D.P.  girls  being  broug 
into  the  province  for  farm  domestics. 

Our  secretary,  Miss  Birch,  gave  two  broadcasts  this  spring  in  count 
tion  with  the  Alberta  Educational  Council.  Miss  Birch  is  a  member 
Ihe  Canadian  Welfare  Council  a  counsellor  for  the  Chatelaine  Magazi 
and  is  also  U.F.W.A.  representative  on  the  U.N.O.  and  represents  t 
president  at  meetings  of  the  Alberta  Council  on  Child  and  Family  Welfa 
Miss  Birch  is  also  a  member  of  the  Alberta  Committee  on  Farm  Ra( 
Forum.  Mrs.  Douglass  attended  Junior  Conferenee  as  representative 
the  U.F.W.A. 

The  application  of  our  Association  for  direct  affiliation  with  the  2 
berta  Federation  of  Agriculture  has  been  accepted. 

Our  organization  has  continued  it  affiliation  with  the  Alberta  S' 
tion  of  the  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cancer,  and  the  T.B.  Assoc 
tion.    Central  Office  has  mailed  literature  for  these  as  well  as  the 
tional  Institute  for  the  Blind,  Alberta  Arthritic  Association,  etc.  K 

Our  U.F.W.A.  Locals  are  to  be  commended  for  the  support  they  gW 
to  these  organizations  as  well  as  CARE,  Red  Cross,  Salvation  Army,  el 
We  are  sure  support  will  be  forthcoming  for  the  campaign  being  launcVl 
for  the  United  Emergency  Fund  for  Britain.  Locals  in  the  vicinity  I 
Calgary,  Lethbridge  and  Edmonton  prepared  clothing  parcels  for  ■ 
D.P.  domestics  on  their  arrival.  ^ 

The  National  Film  Board  have  invited  your  secretary  to  several  p» 
views  of  educational  films.    It  is  expected  that  a  film  dealing  with  Hea 
and  Recreation  in  rural  areas  will  be  ready  for  preview  in  January.    I  | 
is  thought  worthwhile  a  copy  of  this  film  may  be  bought  or  borrowed  i 
use  by  our  own  educational  department. 
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PRESENTING  RESOLUTIONS 


■  Your  president  was  a  member  of  the  U.F.A.  Committee  to  preseut 
'  solutions  to  the  ■  Government.  This  was  a  joint  presentation  of  resolu- 
ins  passed  by  our  own  January  convention  and  the  conventions  of  the 
berta  Federation  of  Agriculture  and  the  Alberta  Farmers  Union.  Sep- 
ite  presentation  was  made  only  of  those  resolutions  which  did  not  pass 
1  three  conventions.  This  has  been  found  to  be  very  satisfactory  to 
.  concerned. 

Resolutions  dealing  with  federal  matters  were  forwarded  to  the  West- 
;  p.  Conference  and  to  the  Canadian  Federation  of  Agriculture  as  well  as 
!r  ing  presented  direct  to  the  Federal  Government.    Replies  of  the  Gov- 

nments  in  connection  with  various  resolutions  were  forwarded  to  all 

cals  early  in  the  year. 

i  APPRECIATION 

j  We  wish  to  thank  all  those  members  who  entertained  us  during  our 
avels  through  the  province.  The  kindness  and  co-operation  of  the  mem- 
!rs  have  made  the  work  most  enjoyable  and  have  many  times  given  us 
esh  inspiration  when  pressure  of  work  made  us  a  little  weary. 

We  also  wish  to  express  appreciation  to  the  staff  at  Central  Office 
(f  their  loyalty  and  co-operation  throughout  the  year. 

Yours  sincerely, 
I  VERA  LOWE,  President 

MOLLY  COUPLAND,  First  Vice-President 
IVY  TAYLOR,  Second  Vice-President. 
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I         Report  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  U.F.A.  Central 
Co-operative  Association,  1948 

In  presenting  our  seventeenth  annual  report,  it  seems  proper  to  make 
;ference  at  the  beginning  to  the  fact  that  for  Agriculture  the  principal 
jurce  of  wealth  for  the  people  of  Alberta,  1948  has  been  an  extremely 
SfTicult  year.  Th-e  winter  of  1947-48  was  unusually  mild  until  near  the 
nd  of  February.  From  that  time  on,  however,  until  the  middle  of  May 
j  was  severe  and  prolonged!.  Seeding  was  very  late  and  over  most  of  the 
rovince  the  early  summer  was  dry.  At  the  time  of  this  writing  harvest 
;  completed  and  the  results  are  unexpectedly  good  on  the  whole  and 
articularly  so  in  southern  parts. 

We  are  pleased  to  report  that  the  remarkable  recovery  of  Agriculture 
as  been  felt  in  business  circles  and  in  our  own  co-operative  activity.  It 
hould  be  borne  in  mind,  however,  that  our  financial  year  now  ends  July 
1st.  It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  record  that  dtespite  the  serious  falling 
)flf  in  business  in  the  winter  and  spring  months  of  1948,  we  have  had  a 
eally  good  year. 

ADMINISTRATION 

Fewer  meetings  of  the  board  and  executive  have  been  held  because 
)f  the  conditions  described  above,  as  all  members  of  the  board  of  the  Co- 
jperative  are  farmers.  The  board  has  met  six  times  since  the  last  annual 
;onvention  and  the  executive  twice.  In  addition  to  the  postconvention 
Tieeting  in  January,  however,  the  trustee-shareholders  met  in  April  and 
igain  in  October.  Much  of  the  time  of  the  president  and  general  manager 
las  been  taken  up  in  consultation  with  your  solicitors  and  in  preparation 
jenerally  of  the  setting  up  of  the  Co-operative  on  a  "self-governing  and 
ndependent  basis"  in  conformity  with  the  resolution  passed  by  the  annual 
:onvention  at  Edmonton  in  January.  A  special  report  covering  that  sub- 
ject has  been  prepared  for  your  consideration. 

The  annual  confeience  of  U.F.A.  Co-operatives  will  be  held  in  Cal- 
gary in  December  as  in  former  years.  The  afTiliate  co-operatives  and 
tranch  stores  will  be  represented. 

EXPANSION 

'  The  idea  of  co-operation  steadily  makes  its  way  into  more  and  more 
lareas  of  the  life  of  the  province.  Preliminary  meetings  and  consultations 
with  local  workers  during  1947  resulted  this  year  in  the  opening  of  five 
new  branch  stores  and  four  new  bulk  oil  plants.  New  store  buildings 
■are  now  being  erected  at  Beaverlodge,  Drumheller,  Fairview  and  Corona- 
'jtion.  Extensive  repairs  to  four  other  store  buildings  have  been  undertaken 
i  and  there  has  been  considerable  modernization  of  oil  plant  and  equipment. 

i  Additional  property  has  been  purchased  at  Calgary  to  provide  for 
'  expansion  here.  This  consists  of  the  50  foot  frontage  immediately  west 
of  our  main  building  on  11th  Avenue  and  a  50  foot  frontage  immediately 
}  west  of  the  Cockshutt  Plow  spur  and  our  Centre  Street  corner  property 
on  11th  Avenue  West.  This  last  purchase  was  madte  from  the  City  of 
Calgary  and  gives  us  now  85  foot  frontage  straddling  the  spur  railway 
track  and  served  on  the  north  end  by  the  main  railway  siding  of  the  C.P.R. 
in  that  area. 

ALBERTA  CO-OPERATIVE  WHOLESALE 

With  a  view  to  extending  a  greater  service  to  co-operative  stores  in 
the  south  of  the  Province,  A.C.W.A.  purchased  some  months  ago  a  two 
I  storey  brick  warehouse  situated  on  3rd  Street  West  in  Calgary.    It  was 
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anticipated  that  this  branch  of  the  Wholesale  would  be  openedi  arouE 
September  15th.  Some  delay  was  experienced  but  operations  at  Calgar 
have  commenced.  Extension  of  the  facilities  of  the  Wholesale  to  the  Ca 
gary  area  will  provide  additional  facilities  for  U.F.A.  Central  Co-operatil 
and  enable  us  to  concentrate  on  the  retail  work  of  our  stores  division.  1 
will  also  relieve  the  congestion  of  our  Calgary  store  building  and  enaj 
us  to  do  business  with  a  smaller  merchandise  inventory. 


The  Wholesale  has  also  opened  a  branch  in  Grand  Prairie  and  est 
lished  a  supervisor  for  the  stores  of  the  Peace  River  area  at  that  poin 
We  have  stores  already  in  operation  at  Beaverlodge  and  Brownvale  an 
have  a  store  building  nearing  completion  at  Fairview.  These  three  store; 
along  with  other  local  associates  of  A.C.W.A.  will  benefit  greatly  by  thi 
Tiew  development. 


CANADIAN  CO-OPERATIVE  IMPLEMENTS  LTD. 
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C.C.I.L.  was  organized  in  1940  but  was  prevented  by  wartime  reguh 
tions  from  going  into  business  until  the  purchase  was  madte  of  the  Elir 
wood  plant  at  Wmnipeg.  This  major  co-operative  is  now  in  full  swing  i 
Manitoba  and  Saskatchewan  and  during  1948  has  established  provincij 
headquarters  for  Alberta  on  a  splendid  site  with  large  suitable  building 
and  railway  trackage  in  Edmonton.  We  undertook  distribution  of  th 
prodlucts  of  the  Co-operative  for  southern  Alberta.  A  field  man  with 
travelling  service  car  was  placed  in  Calgary.  We  levelled  a  portion  c 
our  property  at  Centre  Street  and  11th  Avenue  West  and  fenced  it  in  t 
provide  space  for  assembling.  We  have  sold  60  units  manufactured  fc 
C.C.I.L.  by  the  Cockshutt  Plow  Company  and  diskers,  harrows,  fan 
trucks  and  other  lines  made  at  C.C.I.L.'s  Winnipeg  plant  to  a  total  valu 
of  approximately  $65,000. 

Unfortunately  we  were  rather  late  in  getting  our  quota  of  implement 
with  the  result  that  out  of  the  four  cars  of  combines  sent  to  Calgary  tw 
combines  are  left  on  hand  though  the  Co-operative  was  unable  to  fi 
ordiers  at  other  points  on  the  prairies.  It  is  anticipated  that  we  shall  ge 
a  good  start  in  the  season  of  1949-  We  are  convinced  that  C.C.I.L.  i 
destined  to  play  a  big  part  in  the  co-operative  distribution  of  farm  supplie 
There  is  prospect  of  the  opening  of  a  wholesale  branch  in  Calgary  to  serv 
southern  Alberta  for  the  1949  season. 


WEED  KILLER  EQUIPMENT 

After  two  or  three  seasons  of  experimentation  with  the  chemic; 
2,4-D  a  big  sales  campaign  commenced  last  winter  for  the  sale  of  th 
wonder  weed  killer.  U.F.A.  Central  Co-op.  in  conjunction  with  Albert 
Co-operative  Wholesale  anticipated  a  large  demand  and  stocked  up  heavil 
with  the  chemical  and  a  large  supply  of  fog  type  applicators  carrying  th 
brand  name  "K  Spray."  Competition  was  very  keen.  Many  implemei 
firms,  elevator  companies,  etc.,  entered  the  field.  The  co-operative  store 
sold  large  quantities  of  the  chemical  and  many  sprayers.  We  distribute 
about  100  K-Spray  applicators  but  were  left  with  a  considerable  carrj 
over. 

Other  factors  besidtes  the  heavy  concentration  of  sales  forces  on  th 
line  of  machinery  were,  the  very  late  spring  and  the  repeated  warnings  < 
agricultural  scientists  as  to  the  care  required  in  the  use  of  2,4-D.  Th 
latter  factor  no  doubt  accounted  for  the  failure  of  many  farmers  to  mak 
the  expenditure  last  season.  Undoubtedly  the  experience  of  1948  on  tt 
part  of  those  who  did  purchase  will  establish  more  confidence  and  buil: 
a  big  market  for  weedi  killing  chemicals  and  sprayers. 
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MEMBERS'  LOAN  FUND 

A  year  ago  the  investment  of  our  members  in  the  ten-year  loan  plan 
3od  at  $161,912.93.  At  the  end  of  the  year  now  closed  it  had  risen  to 
60,611.57.  Amounts  retained  in  the  fund  at  the  request  of  subscribers, 
ailable  for  withdrawal  on  notice,  aggregate  $11,892.45.  This  brings  the 
nd  to  a  total  of  $272,504.02. 

The  amount  repaid  during  the  year,  i.e.,  at  April  30th,  the  time  chosen 
order  to  relieve  the  office  of  peak  load  pressure,  reached  $25,594.08 
d  with  interest  paid  at  3%  in  the  sum  of  $6,967.10,  a  total  of  $32,561.18. 

In  the  special  report  on  the  subject  of  the  future  of  the  Co-operative 
is  recommended  that  membership  in  the  Association  be  changed  to  a 
are  capital  basis.  If  this  recommendation  is  adopted,  subscribers  of 
an  capital  will  be  given  the  opp'ortunity  to  convert  outstanding  loans  to 
ares  in  the  Co-operative. 

DEFERRED  DIVIDEND  FUND 

From  the  1947  surplus  the  amount  of  $63,887.96  was  added  to  the 
ferred  dividend  fund,  bringing  up  the  total  to  $261,170.95.  This  does  not 
ke  into  account  the  distribution  of  the  surplus  of  the  year  just  concluded 
jiounting  to  $120,379.38  which  is  awaiting  the  decision  of  the  Board. 

The  dividend  distribution  record  to  July  31st,  1948,  exclusive  of  this 
ar's  surplus  stands  as  follows: 

Paid  in  cash  prior  to  1942   $  57,684,28 

Paid  to  affiliates  since  1942    102,711.21 

Allocated  to  members    261,170.95 

Deducted  for  membership    98,755.13 


Total  distributed  since  organization  year  1932   $520,321  57 

EDUCATION  AND  PUBLICITY 

The  Educational  Department  staff  has  had  a  busy  year.  Meetings  at 
|iich.  sound  motion  pictures  were  shown  were  particularly  directed  to 
iiits  where  there  are  U.F.A.  Co-op.  stores  or  oil  agencies.  This  service 
ks  much  appreciated  and  many  localities  have  come  to  regard  it  as  an 
(nual  event.  Our  own  color  film,  showing  various  activities  of  the 
)-op.,  with  backgrounds  of  Alberta  scenery,  has  attracted  much  favorable 
mment.  Members  of  the  boards  of  directors  of  the  U  F.A.  and  U.F.W.A. 
ve  been  with  the  staff  at  many  meetings  and  have  given  addresses  and 
sisted  in  organizing  work. 

Lawrence  Proudfoot,  our  assistant  director,  is  now  working  out  of 
ijJmonton  and  will  handle  the  territory  from  Red  Deer  north.    At  inter- 
Is  he  is  made  available  to  assist  W.  L.  Cook,  our  oil  division  fieldman 
that  territory.    Mr.  Proudfoot  conducted  the  tour  of  Alberta  Co-op- 
'jKators  which  visited  Saskatoon,  Regina,  Calgary,  Edmonton  and  inter- 
7^;diate  points  of  interesting  co-operative  activity  in  August. 

A  very  worthwhile  Rural  Youth  Leadership  camp  was  held  August 
li  to  9th  at  Mei  idiiaii  Beach,  Gull  Lake,  under  the  direction  of  the  U.F  A. 
'-op.  educational  department.     Campers  were  selected  by  U.F.A.  and 
F.W.A.  directors  and  were  responsible  for  their  own  transportation. 
1  other  expense  was  born  by  the  U.F.A.  Co-op.     Mr.  Sylvan  Hillerud 
the  Department  of  Extension,  University  of  Alberta,  assisted  in  the 
s  ;mp  program.    Director  for  the  camp  was  D.  C.  Thornton,  ably  assisted 
Hit]'  Mr.  Hillerud,  Mona  Thornton,  Irma  Stanlev  and  Lawrence  Proudfoot. 
-lal be  young  people  who  attended  were  very  enthusiastic  about  the  program 
:tlid  expressed  the  unanimous  opinion  that  this  was  the  best  way  to  train 
bijijir  rural  vouth  for  leadership.    Some  of  their  letters  have  appeared  in  the 
I'estern  Farm  Leader. 
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The  columns  of  the  Western  Farm  Leader  have  been  widely  Ui 
and  we  appreciate  the  publicity  we  have  received  by  this  means; 
through  the  weekly  and  daily  press.  Large  quantities  of  pamphlets  hi 
been  distributed!  and  considerable  use  has  been  made  of  radio  progr 
and  announcemerits.  "The  Co-op.  Show"  is  under  our  sponsorship  o' 
stations  CJCA,  CFAC,  CFGP.and  CJOC  at  12:15  each  Thursday  noo 
The  Co-op.  Show  five  days  each  week  over  the  four  stations  sponsort 
by  a  group  of  the  laiger  co-operatives  of  the  province  is  undoubtedly  : 
outstanding  joint  effort,  perhaps  the  best  of  its  kind. 

PETROLEUM  DIVISION 

Petroleum  products  are  now  such  an  important  item  in  our  econon 
that  the  wisdom  of  our  engaging  in  their  distribution  and  the  building  at 
controlling  of  marketing  facilities  must  be  apparent  to  all.  U.F.A.  Ce 
tral  Co-op.  started  building  its  petroleufn  distributive  system  on  a  pen 
anent  basis  in  1935  ?nd  today  we  operate  142  bulk  sales  agencies  doii 
an  annual  business  of  approximately  twelve  million  gallons  and  clai 
fourth  place  among  Alberta's  many  oil  marketers. 

This  growth  has  been  phenomenal  and,  judging  from  the  demand  f 
service  at  new  points,  your  Board  feels  that  our  continuedi  growth  ai 
development  is  a  foregone  conclusion. 

Your  Board  has  watched  the  search  for  new  crude  oil  pools  in  Albei 
with  keen  interest.  The  Leduc-Woodbend  field  is  now  recognized  as 
major  oil  field  and  we  hope  that  Redwater  will  prove  to  be  of  eqi: 
importance.  Other  areas  will  undoubtedly  yield  up  their  precious  resourc 
as  the  search  continues.  We  must  reiterate,  however,  the  statement  tl' 
at  the  present  time  Canada  produces  less  than  one-tenth  of  her  petrolei; 
requirements  and  until  this  situation  is  remedied  the  nation  is  in  a  mc' 
unfavorable  position  in  an  oil  hungry  world.  : 

The  development  of  the  Leduc-Woodbend  field  has  already  result- 
in  the  establishment  of  refining  facilities  at  Edimonton  and  this  in  ti 
has  brought  about  some  price  reduction  in  the  northern  half  of  the  Pr 
ince.  Previously  the  only  refining  operations  were  in  the  Calgary  ai 
and  freight  rates  to  northern  Alberta  from  these  refineries  were  an  adc 
burden  on  the  consumer.  The  new  situation  presents  a  more  equita 
price  structure  ever  the  whole  province. 

Since  our  last  annual  report  four  new  bulk  plants  have  been  bi 
and  in  addition  our  associated  co-operative  in  the  Pembina  district  1 
built  one  new  jjlant  and  one  has  been  built  by  an  individual  agent  uni 
a  lease  agreement.  The  program  of  modernization  referred  to  in 
last  annual  report  has  been  carried  on  this  year  and  we  are  gradus 
bringing  our  older  plants  up  to  a  better  standard  of  efficiency.  T 
modernization  prc)gram  will  go  on  for  the  next  few  years. 

Maple  Leaf  Co-op.  gasoline  and  lubricants  are  sold  at  a  number 
retail  outlets  in  adidition  to  our  wholesale  agencies  serving  farmers, 
suggest  that  our  members  encourage  these  with  their  patronage  whene 
possible. 

Your  original  instruction  to  the  Co-operative  Committee  of  the  U.I 
Hoard  was  to  consolidate  the  buying  power  of  the  farmer- and  this  instr 
tion  has  been  the  cornerstone  of  our  policy.  In  the  petroleum  field 
part  of  this  policy  of  consolidation  we  have  always  endeavoured  to  bi 
existing  local  oil  co-operatives  within  the  framework  of  our  provin 
setup  and  we  are  glad  to  report  continued  success  in  these  efforts.  Dui 
the  past  year  we  have  arranged  supply  contracts  with  several  well-es' 
lished  local  groups  on  a  mutually  satisfactory  basis.  Our  agreement  \ 
A.C.W.A.  to  supply  any  of  their  afTiliated'  stores  who  wish  to  enter 
petroleum  distribution  field  is  still  in  effect  and  will  probably  resul 
action  at  a  number  of  points  where  shareholders  of  local  co-op.  sti 
have  instructed  their  board  to  provide  facilities  along  these  lines. 
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In  our  last  leport  we  touched  on  spot  shortages  of  product  that  hi 
developed  in  some  areas  in  1947  diue  to  factors  beyond  our  control,  at 
warned  our  members  that  these  shortages  might  again  develop.  O 
warnings  were  well  founded  and  we,  as  well  as  our  competitors,  hi 
shortages  develop  both  in  the  spring  and  fall  of  1948.  The  world-wi 
as  well  as  the  local  situation,  is  still  very  tight  andi  as  our  bulk  stora 
at  country  points  is  limited  and  we  are  almost  totally  dependent  on  ro 
transport  for  delivery,  we  feel  these  shortages  very  quickly.  We  mi 
again  draw  your  attention  to  the  advantage  of  farm  storage  tanks  a; 
urge  our  customers  to  equip  themselves  with  such  tanks  and  lay  in 
supply  of  fuel  during  the  slack  season.  A  number  of  our  agents  n< 
provide  meteredi  bulk  delivery  for  .  filling  these  farm  storage  tanks. 

The  oil  industry  markets  its  products  to  the  farm  trade  through  loi 
commission  agents.  We  follow  this  practice  and  again  pay  tribute  to  1 
service  providedl  by  this  fine  body  of  men.  Many  of  our  local  agei 
have  been  with  the  Co-operative  for  ten  years  and  longer,  rendering  lo; 
service  both  to  the  Co-operative  and  their  customers. 

As  mentioned  in  the  opening  paragraph  of  this  section  we  anticip: 
sales;  for  the  1948  calendar  year  of  approximately  twelve  million  gallo 
However,  owing  to  the  change  in  the  time  of  this  convention  it  is  obviou 
impossible  to  draw  our  usual  comparisons  against- previous  calendar  yt 
periods.  For  the  financial  year,  i.e.,  August  1st,  1947  to  July  31st,  1! 
we  sold  10,808,912  gallons  of  gasoline  and  fuel  oils,  the  total  estima 
value  of  all  petroleum  products  sold  was  .$2,733,410  46.  Our  gross  earn 
on  these  sales  amounted  to  $372,748.42  of  which  we  paid  out  $207,334.60 
agents'  commissions,  leaving  net  earnings  before  expense,  depreciati 
etc.  of  $165,413.82. 

In  past  reports  we  have  stated  that  approximately  97%  of  the  pr 
ucts  handled  by  Maple  Leaf  Petroleum  were  for  our  account,  and  the  sn' 
balance  was  certain  retail  outlets  in  the  cities  of  Calgary  and  Edmont 
We  now  record  with  satisfaction  that  this  city  business  has  been  tun 
over  to  the  Co-operative  andi  Maple  Leaf  is  now  in  business  solely  to 
as  our  supplier.  "  Relations  with  the  Maple  Leaf  have  continued  on 
■same  harmonious  plane  that  has  existed  for  the  past  thirteen  years 
the  management  and  staff  of  the  Company  have  given  us  the  eflficient 
courteous  service  that  we  have  come  to  take  for  granted. 

STORES  DIVISION 

In  1947  we  endeavoured  to  retard  the  growth  of  the  branch  store 
tem  and  no  new  stores  were  taken  on  in  that  year.    A  number  of  C( 
munities  were  at  work,  however,  with  the  result  that  we  have  ope 
branches  at  five  more  places  in  1948  as  follows:  Beaverlodge,  April 
Brownvale  April  9th;   Olds,   March   15th;   Oyen   grocery   February  ' 
Rimbey  June  4th.    In  each  of  these  cases  we  have  purchased  an  exist 
business.    At  Beaverlodge  we  took  over  the  store  of  the  Beaverlodge  ] 
trict  Co-operative  Association  on  the  understanding  that  they  would  r 
the  capital  to  erect  a  new  building  which  is  now  almost  completed. 
Oyen  we  have  been  operating  a  hardware  and  furniture  store  since  I 
ruary  of  194.4.    Our  members  there  wished  to  have  groceries  and  d'ry  gc 
in  addition  and  raised  the  money  to  purchase  the  principal  retail  busii 
in  the  town  in  those  lines.    We  now  have  two  stores  at  Oyen. 
cumstances  prevented  consolidation  of  the  business  under  one  roof. 
Fairview  the  largest  town  on  the  north  side  of  the  Peace,  no  busii' 
was  available  for  pui  chase  and  it  was  decided  to  build.    It  is  expe 
that  the  store  50  feet  by  60  feet  will  be  opened  in  a  few  weeks'  time, 
stands  next  to  the  Co-operative  Cold  Storage  Locker  Plant. 

We  have  been  operating  since  1943  at  Drumheller  in  a  building 
suitable  for  store  purposes,  having  reconstructed  a  garage  the  unexp 
lease  of  which  was  left  on  our  hands  by  regulations  of  the  oil  contrc 
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We  have  now  purchased  a  store  at  the  corner  of  No.  9  Highway  and 
main  street  of  the  city.  We  have  torn  down  the  westerly  half  of 
building  which  was  only  a  shell  and  are  erecting  on  it  a  building  25  by 
reconstructing  the  old  store  front  to  modernize  the  frontage. 

At  Medicine  Hat  after  many  delays  we  obtained  possession  of  a  sr 
frame  building  which  stood  between  the  two  brick  buildings  on  the  pr 
erty.  This  was  demolished,  a  basemefit  excavated  and  a  brick  addit 
erected  joining  the  whole  together  in  one  store  which  formerly  consis 
of  four  units.  A  modern  meat  department  is  now  operating  in  the  i 
section. 

At  Brownvale,  Morrin,  Chinook,  and  Oyen  as  previously  mentio 
a  program  of  repairs  has  been  carried!  out. 

Below  is  a  table  listing  the  stores  and  their  sales  for  the  tw< 
months.  It  will  be  noted  that  five  of  these  stores  have  operated  onl 
short  time.  In  addition  to  retail  sales  of  ^723,132.17  at  Calgary,  the  ( 
gar}-  store  staff  handled  $219,874.39  worth  of  goods  as  a  wholesale. 


Acadia  Valley   $  45,026.88 

Beaverlodge  (4  months)    22,287  69 

Big  Valley    65,270.64 

Brownvale  (4  months)    21,153.77 

Calgary    723,132.17 

Camrose   67,929.36 

Chinook    40,881.56 

Coronation    37,225.30 

Drumheller    129,113.90 

Medicine  Hat   216,735.24 

Milo    50,241  57 

Morrin    .58,353.21 

Olds  (4^2  months)   ^   87,628.83 

Oyen— Hardware    48.324.74 

(grocery)  (6  months)    35,282.67 

Rimbey  (2  months)   9,527.32 

Strathmore    80,321.41 

Three    Hills    144,640.40 

Veteran   51,528.43 

Youngstown    79,980.63 


$2,014,585  72 

BULK  SUPPLIES  DEPARTMENT 

Again  this  year  coal  and  binder  twine  are  the  chief  items  vmder 
heading.    Binder  twine  was  placed  in  store  at  95  points  in  the  provi  i 
including  18  elevators  of  our  suppliers.  United  Grain  Growers  Ltd.  i 
our  financial  year  closes  too  early  for  returns  on  binder  twine  we  ^ 
now  reporting  that  sales  for  the  1947    harvest    season    were    $80,10 'I 
Similarly  we  are  reporting  that  coal  sales  for  the  financial  year  amouij 
to  $38,387.98.    Coal  was  shipped  to  45  points  in  the  province,  inclu< 
locals  of  the  Association  as  far  north  as  Fairview  in  the  Peace  Rl| 
area.    W'e  regret  that  development  at  pur  own  mine  has  not  reached  ii 
point  where  we  are  able  to  supply  all  our  members.  | 

i 

COAL  MINE  ! 

Important  developments  have  taken  place  in  the  operations  of  a 
Maple  Leaf  Coal  Company  Limited.    During  the  year  the  Manitoba  fi 
f'perative  W'holesale  Association  acquiredi  the  interests  of  Mr.  M.  M.  J  c 
Donald  of  Vancouver,  who  assisted  the  co-operatives  in  the  formatio  bS 
the  Company  in  the  spring  of  1947.    The  shareholders  now  consis  m 
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d  j.A.  Central  Co-operative  Association,  Acadia  U.F.A.  Co-operative  As- 
!  ation,  U.F.A.  Coronation  Constituency  Co-operative  Association,  Man- 
,  a  Co-operative  Wholesale  Association  and  Messrs.  D.  H.  Smith  and 

'rey,  manager  and  president  respectively  of  Acadia  U.F.A.  Co-operative 

ociation. 

p  i  The  operations  of  the  Company  were  seriously  affected  in  the  early 
i  mier  by  the  flood  at  Drumheller,  the  subsequent  shortage  of  railway 

i  and  a  prolonged  strike  of  the  miners.  Substantial  new  dtevelopment 
k  has  been  a  feature  of  the  year's  operations.  Mine  equipment  has 
n  put  into  good  shape.    A  small  office  has  been  moved  to  the  mine 

Five  additional  houses  have  been  built  on  the  adjoining  townsite 
1   rented  or  sold  to  miners.    Production  is  now  averaging  between  4000 
5,000  tons  a  month  and  it  is  anticipated  that  during  the  fall  and  coming 
^  ter  operations  will  be  placed  on  a  paying  basis. 

"  INCOME  TAX 

Until  1947  the  Co-operative  was  exempt  from  taxation  under  the 
ome  War  Tax  Act,  qualifying  imder  Section  4P  for  the  exemption, 
ome  tax  regulations  effective  for  the  year  1947  and  subsequent  period, 
vide  that  taxable  co-operatives  are  subject  to  a  minimum  tax  based  on 

of  the  amount  of  the  capital  employed,  less  deductions  for  interest 

ii  For  the  nine  months  ended  July  31st,  1947  a  return  was  made  show- 
a  tax  of  $4,896.68  being  the  minimum  tax  payable  imder  the  Act,  cal- 

ited  at  35%  on  a  taxable  income  of  $14,503.08. 

The  Act  provides  that  all  patronage  dividends  paid  out  are  to  be 
arded  as  exemption  for  income  tax  purposes.  A  ruling  has  been  given 
t  dividends  allocated  undter  the  revolving  door  plan,  thereby  becoming 

property  of  the  members,  are  regarded  as  having  "paid  out"  as  far 
the  Co-operative  is  concerned.  Inasmuch  as  your  board  of  directors 
lot  in  a  position  to  declare  the  rate  of  dividend  until  all  returns  for 

year  have  been  calculated,  the  income  tax  payable  on  the  year  under 
sideration  has  not  been  ascertained. 

'  AFFILIATIONS 

U.F.A.  Central  Co-operative  has  been  an  affiliate  of  the  Federation  of 
riculture  since  that  bodV  was  first  organized  under  the  name  of  Alberta 
•operative  Council  in   1936,  the  na:iie  being  subsequently  changed  to 
Jeration  with  the  inclusion  of  the  educational  and  breeder  associations. 
:  have  good  reason  to  be  proud  of  this  affiliation.    There  is  perhaps  no 
re  thoroughly  comprehensive  organization  of  farm  people  in  any  nation, 
rough  the  CFA  we  are  assisting  to  influence  agricultural  policy  not  only 
, {Canada  but  throughout  the  world.    The  chairman  of  our  board,  Mr. 
jj^orge  Church,  is  vice-chairman  of  the  Alberta  Federation  and  is  one  of 
;  berta's  representatives  on  the  board  of  the  CF  A.    Our  assistant  gen- 
jljl  manager,  Mr.  W.  J.  Hoppins,  is  the  d'irector  of  the  farm  supplies 
lUJition  of  the  A.F.A. 

■"if  During  the  year  the  Co-operative  Union  of  Canada  completed  its 
jf-erage  of  the  Dominion  by  the  setting  up  of  a  provincial  unit  in  Alberta. 
jr  general  manager,  Mr.  Priestley,  is  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors 
'I  the  Alberta  Co-operative  Union.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Con- 
i-iing  Committee  on  Co-operative  Education,  which  assists  the  Depart- 
:jnt  of  Extension  of  the  University  of  Alberta  in  conducting  and  financ- 
i  the  schools  of  community  life  at  various  rural  points  and  the  annual 
"irt  course  for  co-operatives  at  the  University.  Mr.  Priestley  was  one 
I'the  Alberta  .-epresentatives  at  the  Congress  of  the  Co-operative  Union 
ilSaskatoon  in  March. 
SI 

•ioij  Miss  Eileen  Birch,  secretary-treasurer  of  the  Co-operative,  is  a  mem- 
;it»'  of  the  Alberta  Committee  of  the  National  Farm  Radio  Forum. 
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CHANGE  IN  ORGANIZATION 


A  special  report  of  the  U.F.A.  Board  is  before  this  convention  n! 
ommending  important  changes  in  the  form  of  organization.     For  ma 
years  past  it  has  been  recognized  that  the  business  of  the  Co-operati:  i>' 
has  grown  to  such  proportions  as  to  make  it  desirable  and  necessary  tl' t- 
the  annual  review  of  its  affairs  shall  be  conducted  by  a  smaller  body  ,, 
delegates,  selected  by  the  membership  for  the  express  purpose  of  cc 
trolling  and  directing  the  Co-operative.    While  there  have  been  conv(  f;, 
tions  since  the  first  report  of  the  original  "Co-operative  Committee"  '"i^ 
1932  when  ample  time  was  taken  to  discuss  important  details  of  the  repc' 
there  have  been  other  years  when  the  intense  interest  of  the  delega 
in  other  questions,  e.g.,  the  price  of  wheat,  wartime  agricultural  poli 
political  action,  amalgamation,  etc.  resulted  in  a  somewhat  hurried  a 
brief  discussion  of  co-operative  business. 

We  trust  that  the  recommendations  on  reorganization  brought  f ,  ii, 
ward  in  the  special  report  will  meet  with  your  approval.  In  that  repi  iii 
authorization  is  sought  from  this  convention  to  solicit  share  capital  fn  sj^ 
the  members  and  patrons  of  the  Co-operative.  We  draw  your  attenti 
here  to  the  fact  that,  apart  from  a  small  unallocated  surplus  accumula' 
prior  to  the  setting  up  of  the  d'eferred  dividend  fund  in  1942,  an  atten 
has  been  made  to  allocate  the  entire  surplus  earnings  of  each  year 
patronage  dividends.  Last  year  the  surplus  was  overallocated.  T 
means  that,  inasmuch  as  there  was  no  original  capital  subscribed,  ■ 
financing  of  the  Co-operative  has  been  almost  wholly  on  borrowed  capi 
We  have  used  deferred  dividends,  members'  loans  and  ordinary  comm 
cial  borrowings  to  finance  all  of  the  expansion  noted  in  our  annual  repc 
since  1942.  We  cannot  successfully  continue  by  this  method.  A  busin 
of  such  proportions  must  have  permanent  capital  to  be  sound  and  pr 
perous.  Your  directors  and  management  must  be  in  a  position  at  an  ea 
date  to  offer  opportunity  for  investment  in  the  capital  structure  of 
Co-operative.  In  the  past  six  years  since  we  first  openedi  the  memb( 
loan  fund,  several  dozen  of  our  members  have  subscribed  amounts  of  ( 
or  two  thousand  dollars  each  and  many  hundred  of  members  have  sho 
their  desire  to  build  the  Co-operative  by  subscribing  sums  from  fifty  c 
lars  up. 

Times  are  changing.    The  success  of  co-operatives  in  many  and  var 
enterprises  here  in  our  own  Canadia,  and  the  world  over,  has  opened 
eyes  of  ordinary  people  to  the  possibilities  of  business  machinery  ; 
facilities  owned  by  themselves  collectivelv.    We  have  passed  beyond 
stage  of  saving  pennies  only.    At  a  time  when  agriculture  in  partici 
and  people  generally  are  prosperous  we  have  found  that  thousands 
willing  to  pool  some  of  their  capital  to  give  themselves  more  econo: 
power  in  a  world  where  capital,  whether  in  the  hands  of  individuals 
groups  or  governments,  is  becoming  more  and  more  powerful.    It  is  i 
use  just  d.ireaming  of  a  better  day.    We  of  the  rank  and  file  have  to  ^e 
ourselves  and  do  something  about  it.    Co-operative  enterprise  affords: 
the  opportunity.    What  we  cannot  do  singly  to  improve  our  condition  i 
can  do  by  working  together.    If  we  are  concerned  about  our  own  futj 
and  that  of  our  children,  our  community,  our  world,  we  must  use  meth  i 
that  we  know  will  work  in  practice  and  are  in  conformity  with  our  big 
principles.    The  co-operative  movement  is  ours  to  use.    Let  us  extend 
into  wider  areas  of  our  economic  life  and  make  it  strong.  ; 

APPRECIATION 

Your  board  realizes  that  the  success  of  the  Co-operative  is  due  in  \ 
large  measure  to  the  loyal  support  received  from  thousands  of  meml; 
residing  in  a  great  many  parts  of  Alberta.    We  wish  to  record  our  thaP 
for  that  support  and  to  bespeak  its  continuance  on  an  expanding  scaliji 
years  to  come.  .  j 
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{  We  wish  to  make  special  reference  to  the  outstanding  service  given 

f'ng  the  year  by  our  solicitor,  J.  E.  Brownlee,  K.C.,  LL.D.  and  his  son 
n  M.  Brownlee,  in  the  many,  many  hours  of  preparation  for  and  dlraw- 
i   up  of  legal  documents  required  to  carry  out  the  separation  of  the  Co- 
:  rative  from  the  parent  body  as  ordered  by  the  convention  of  the  United 
mers  of  Alberta  in  January  last. 

We  wish  to  place  on  record  again  our  appreciation  of  the  work  of  the 
,  eral  manager,  Mr.  Priestley  and  our  secretary,  Miss  Birch,  and  the 
■  i  under  them  at  Calgary  and  at  the  branches  of  the  Co-operative 
,  jughout  the  Province. 

i  FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 

Messrs.  Harvey,  Morrison  and  Company,  chartered!  accountants  of 
gary,  have  again  audited  the  books  of  the  Association.    Mr.  W.  Herbert 
id,  C.A.,  one  of  the  partners  of  the  firm,  will  present  their  report  and 
;  ncial  statement.    As  in  past  years  we  are  appending  to  this  report  a 
'i  solidation  of  the  auditors'  statement  for  your  consideration. 

'? 

Respectfully  submitted, 


GEO.  E.  CHURCH,  Chairman 
M.  H.  WARD,  Vice-Chairman 
D.  H.  SMITH 
C.  A.  FAWCETT 
R.  HENNIG. 
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U.F.A.  CENTRAL  CO-OPERATI 

Calgf 

Condensed  Balance  Sh 

ASSETS 


Current : 


Cash  on  Hand  and  at  Banks   $164,357.91 

Accounts  Receivable 

General   $124,386.11 

Lien  Agreements    65,986.87 


190,372.98 

Less  Reserve  for  Bad  Debts   16,290.97 

 $174,082.01 

Maple  Leaf  Coal  Co. — Advance   5,267.52 

Merchandise  Inventories    691,258.92 

Dominion  of  Canada — Bonds    1,500.00 

Co-operative  Life  Ins.  Co. — Note   1,425  00 

Oil  Station  Equipment  on  Hand   17,422.93 


U 


$1,055,31 


Investments  and  Deferred  Assets 

Maple  Leaf  Coal  Co.   12,493.75 

Alberta  Co-op.  Wholesale— Shares  —  1,569.00 

Deferred  Dividends   1,577.63 

Utilities  Deposits    408.00 


16,04 


Fixed— at  Cost 

Buildings    166,397.16 

Less  Reserve  for  Depreciation   22,040.82 


Plant  and  Oil  Station  Equipment   292,926.16 

Less  Reserve  for  Depreciation    129,094.03 


Of¥ice  and  Store  Equipment   90,599.20 

Less  Reserve  for  Depreciation   28,112.02 


144,356.34 
163,832.13 
62,487.18 


Automobiles  and  Trucks    13,410.22 

Less  Reserve  for  Depreciation   5,714.22 

  7,696.00 

Construction  Work  in  Progress   4,103.34 

Suspense    6,471.48 

Land   39,678.06 


  428,6; 

Prepaid  Expense  and  Deferred  Charges   14,2' 


$1,514,2 
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^OCIATIOiN  LIMITED 
erta 

k  July  31,  1948 

LIABILITIES 

rent 

Outstanding  Cheques  $  99,422.54 

Accounts  Payable — Accrued  Interest    203,778.79 

Bank  Loans    84,631.89 

Demand  Loan    42,659.89 

Balance  Earnings  for  Year  ending  July  31,  r948_  120,379.38 

 $  550,872.49 

erred 

Financing  of  Oil  Plants  and  Equipment,  Head 

Office  Building,  etc.    184,786.55 


al  Liabilities  to  the  Public    735,659.04 

tnbers'  Equity 

United  Farmers  of  Alberta  Permanent  Member- 
ships —  Loan    98,755.13 

Members  Loans   272,504.02 

Interest  Accrued  on  Loans   5,638.18 

Dividends  Payable— Deferred   261,170.95 

serves 

For  Insurance  on  Oil  Plants  $  3,890.00 

For  Burglary  Insurance   286.30 

For  Contingencies    18,761.44 

  22,937.74 

plus    117,569.32 

  778,575.34 

'itingent  Liabilities  re  Maple  Leaf  Coal  Co.  Ltd. 
Guarantee  in  respect  of 

(a)  Bank  Loan 

(b)  Payroll  Bond 
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U.F.A.  CENTRAL  CO-OPERATI 

Calgi 

Consolidated  Statement  of  Operati 


REVENUE 

Sales 

Stores,  Livestock,  Supplies   $2,034,850.56 

Less  Cost  of  Sales   1,682,148.62 

Gross  Margin  on  Sales    352,701.94 

Add  Cash  and  Volume  Discounts   19,285.37 

Petroleum  Products — Gross  Commission  Revenue 
Other  Income  


$  371,98 
409,57 

6,94 


Ibert: 

ye 


$  788,50 


$  788,5C 


Total  Sales  of  All  Commodities  for  the  Period 


$4,867,503.09 
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ISOCIATION  LIMITED 

[ 

berta 

r  Year  Ending  July  3lst,  1948 

f 

EXPENSES 

laries,  Wages  and  Commissions  $447,828.35 

;preciation — 

Oil  Plant  andl  Service  Station    24,727.27 

Office  and  Store  Equipment   7,672.30 

Autos  and  Trucks   2,795.34 

xes  and  Insurance   10,426.76 

i\d  Work   13,050.90 

terest   -   16,575.67 

■stage,  Stationery,  Telephone,  Telegraph    16,362.13 

Ivertising  and  Broadcasting   9,613.16 

ndry    10,657.47 

nts    24,322.62 

pairs  and  Maintenance    11,231.62 

;at,  Light  and  Water   9,235.89 

rapping  Twine,  etc.    3,603.52 

rtage  and  Delivery  Expenses   6,512.05 

jmmittee  Expenses    5,485.17 

ovision  for  Bad  Debts   7,500.00 

idit,  Legal  and  Financial   2,836.62 

lemployment  Insurance    1,910.77 

anagers'  Expenses    5,851.16 

nployees'  Group  Insurance    1,286.53 

filiation  Fees,  Grants  and  Donations   1,353.00 

lundry,  Smocks  and  Janitor   4,770.50 

xhange    1,034.33 

Imonton  Office — Rent  and  Telephone   546.60 

iucational  Supplies,  Films,  etc.   1,221.97 


648,409.70 

5t  Gain  on  Operations  for  Period   140,093.83 

$788,503.53 


Calgary,  Alberta,  November  17th,  1948 

This  is  a  condensation  of  the  Balance  Sheet  dated  31st  July,  1948,  and 
bmitted  with  our  report  dated  5th  October,  1948. 

HARVEY,  MORRISON  AND  COMPANY. 
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John  D.  McAra.  printer 
calgary     -  alberta 


RESOLUTIONS 

PASSED 

AT  THE 

FORTIETH 
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Convention  Resolutions 


Organization 

1.  JUNIOR  MEMBERSHIP  FEES 

Be  it  resolved,  that  section  1  6,  sub-section  5  of  the  Constitution  be  amended 
to  read:  "The  membership  fee  payable  to  the  Central  Office  for  members  of 
Junior  Locals  shall  be  fifty  cents  for  all  members  under  twenty-one  and  over 
twenty-one  the  regular  U.F-'.A.  fee." 

2.  JUNIOR  DAY  AT  U.F.A.  CONVENTION 

Be  It  resolved,  that  the  U.F.A.  give  half  a  day  to  Junior  work  as  well  as 
the  half  day  given  over  by  the  U.F.W.A. 

3.  AMALGAMATION 

Be  it  resolved,  that  we  reaffirm  our  stand  taken  at  the  last  U.F.A.  Conven- 
tion that  one  of  the  conditions  of  amalgamation  shall  be  continued  membership 
in  and  undivided  support  of,  both  the  Alberta  Federation  of  Agriculture  and  the 
Canadian  Federation  of  Agriculture. 

4.  EXPANSION  OF  U.F.A.  CO-OP. 

Whereas,  the  U.F.A.  Central  Co-operative  is  expanding  its  system  of  branch 
Stores,  and 

Whereas,  there  is  at  the  same  time  a  great  need  to  expand  the  Co-op. 
fuel  oil  distribution  outlets,  and 

Whereas,  we  believe  our  Co-op.  can  be  of  greater  service  to  the  farmers 
of  the  province  in  building  up  a  fuel  oil  business; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  Co-op.  Executive  concentrate  its  energies 
on  expanding  the  fuel  oil  business. 

5.  SEPARATION  OF  THE  CO-OPERATIVE  AND  FUTURE  OF  U.F.A. 

Resolved,  (1)  that  the  separation  of  the  educational  from  the  co-operative 
branch  of  this  Association  in  the  manner  set  out  in  the  report  of  the  Directors 
be  and  the  same  is  hereby  approved; 

(2)  That  the  educational  function  heretofore  carried  on  by  the  Associa- 
tion be  carried  on  as  a  non-incorporated  association  on  an  annual  membership 
basis  under  the  name  "United  Farmers  of  Alberto;" 

(3)  That  the  By-laws  heretofore  in  force  be  adopted  as  by-laws  of  the 
unincorporated  association  scve  and  except  only  any  reference  to  permanent 
membership  or  to  the  central  co-operative,  or  to  co-operative  business; 

(4)  That  the  existing  Board  of  Directors  continue  in  office  as  the  first 
board  of  the  educational  organization  for  a  term  of  one  year  unless  such  term 
is  sooner  terminated  by  amalgamation  or  until  another  regular  convention  is  held; 

(5)  That  the  Board  of  Directors  be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  do 
such  acts  and  things,  including  the  completion  of  such  agreement  with  the 
Educational  Organization,  as  are  necessary  to  carry  into  effect  the  terms  of  the 
report  of  the  Directors  in  this  respect. 
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Resolved,  (1)  that  during  such  time  as  it  is  required  for  Head  Office  purposes 
at  Calgary,  the  Co-operative  will  supply  the  educational  organization  free  of 
charge  the  some  office,  stenographic  and  other  facilities  as  has  heretofore  been 
provided,  that  is,  to  the  extent  of  its  requirements; 

(2)  That  the  Co-opetative  will  accept  requisitions  for  membership  fees  to 
be  paid  out  of  patronage  dividends  accumulated  by  its  customers  from  year  to 
year; 

(3)  That  the  Co-opeiative  will  repay  to  the  U.F.A.  as  soon  as  possible 
and  in  any  event  on  or  before  the  31st  day  of  December,  1952,  an  amount 
totalling  $25,000.00  prov-ided  however,  that  at  least  25%  be  paid  each  year 
if  required,  being  the  estimated  amount  of  equities  of  the  U.F.A.  now  held  by 
the  Co-operative,  which  said  sum  shall  discharge  the  Co-operative  from  all  claims 
and  demands  of  the  U.F.A.  in  the  assets  of  the  Co-operative; 

(4)  In  addition  to  the  above  a  mutually  satisfactory  grant  shall  be  nego- 
tiated with  the  U.F.A.  from  year  to  year  starting  with  1949; 

(5)  That  the  Robert  Gardiner  Scholarship  fund  be  retained  and  admin- 
istered by  the  Co-operative. 

6.  REORGANIZED  UNITED  FARMERS  OF  ALBERTA 

Resolved,  that  having  regard  to  the  separation  of  the  Educational  from  th< 
Co-operative  activities  of  United  Farmers  of  Alberta,  we  the  delegates  to  thi; 
convention,  hereby  resolve  and  declare  as  follows: 

(1)  That  we  hereby  constitute  ourselves  into  on  Association  to  carry  or. 
the  educational  and  social  activities  heretofore  carried  on  by  the  United  Farmer; 
of  Alberta; 

(2)  That  Ihe  name  of  this  Association  continue  to  be  United  Farmers  o 
Alberta,  or  such  other  name  as  the  Directors  may  determine; 

(3)  That  the  constitution  and  by-laws  contained  in  the  booklet,  marke< 
by  the  chairman  for  purposes  of  identification,  be  the  constitution  and  by-law 
of  this  Association  with  the  following  exceptions  only: 

(a)  The  preamble  thereto; 

(b)  Subsection  4  of  Section  2; 

(c)  All  references  to  permanent  membership  and  permanent  membershii 
fees  in  Section  (1),  Section  (4); 

(d)  Reference   to   Central    Co-operative    Board    in   Section    5,  subsectior 
(4)  (d); 

(e)  Subsections  (6)  and  (7)  of  Section  14. 

(4)  That  the  Board  of  Directors  as  constituted  for  United  Farmers  c' 
Alberta  for  the  past  year  be  the  board  of  directors  of  this  Association  for  th' 
term  of  one  year  or  until  another  convention,  unless  sooner  terminated  by  omalgc 
motion  with  the  Alberta  Foimers  Union  at  the  January  joint  convention,  an" 
that  the  said  board  be  authorized  to  do  such  acts  or  things  as  may  be  necessar 
for  the  business  or  affairs  of  the  Association; 

(5)  That  in  the  event  of  amalgamation  with  the  Alberta  Farmers  Unio 
is  completed  at  the  January  meeting,  the  Directors  be  authorized  to  turn  ov< 
to  the  new  organization  such  port  of  the  assets  of  the  Association  as  may  b 
agreed  upon,  subject  to  the  understanding  that  any  question  of  annual  grar 
from  United  Farmers  of  Alberta  Co-operative  Limited  is  a  matter  of  negotiatici 
between  that  Association  and  the  new  amalgamated  organization.  1 
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Resolutions  Dealing  with  Federal  Matters 


7.  DIVORCE 

Whereas,  our  present  divorce  laws  are  considered  by  many  to  be  inadequate; 
Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  grounds  for  divorce  include  the  following: 

(1)  Where  the  respondent  has  since  the  celebration  of  the  marriage  com- 
mitted adultery,  or 

(2)  Where  the  respondent  has  deserted  the  petitioner  without  cause  for  a 
period  of  at  least  three  years  immediately  preceding  the  presentation  of  the 
petition,  or 

(3)  Where  the  respondent  has  since  the  celebration  of  the  marriage  treated 
the  petitioner  with  cruelty,  or 

(4)  Where  the  respondent  is  incurably  of  unsound  mind  and  has  been  con- 
tinuously under  care  and  treatment  for  a  period  of  at  least  five  years  immediately 
preceding  the  presentation  of  the  petition. 

8.  HUDSON  BAY  RAILROAD 

Whereas,  western  lands  in  the  form  of  pre-emption  and  purchased  home- 
steads were  sold  at  $3.00  per  acre  by  the  Dominion  Government  and  the 
proceeds  used  for  the  building  of  a  railroad  to  the  natural  seaport  of  Churchill, 
and 

Whereas,  the  railroad  since  being  built  even  though  over  1100  miles 
shorter  to  the  Liverpool  market,  has  never  been  given  a  fair  trial,  and 

Whereas,  this  railroad  has  been  built  and  paid  for  by  western  farmers  and 
is  free  of  overhead  debt,  and 

Whereas,  we  object  ^o  continuously  paying  the  extra  rates  of  the  longer 
shipping  routes; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  Dominion  Government  through  the  Wheat 
Board  see  that  at  least  15,000,000  bushels  of  the  annual  wheat  crop  be  handled 
through  Churchill,  and 

Further,  that  we  ask  the  Canadian  Government  to  advertise  in  Britain  the 
advantages  of  using  the  Hudson  Bay  Route. 

9.  CBX 


Whereas,  the  U  F.A.  has  consistently  supported  the  activities  of  the 
C.B.C.,  and 

Whereas,  the  C.B.C.  has  opened  a  new  station  at  Lacombe,  thus  providing 
better  service  to  Alberta  listeners; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this  convention  go  on  record  as  commending 
and  welcoming  the  opening  of  the  Lacombe  Station  CBX,  and 

Be  it  further  resolved,  that  we  reaffirm  our  endorsation  of  public  control 
'  ■  of  radio  broadcasting. 


10.  SHORTAGE  OF  NAILS 

Whereas,  nails  ore  in  short  supply  so  much  so  that  nails  for  ordinary  farm 
repairs  can  only  be  obtained  with  extreme  difficulty,  and 

Whereas,  "black  market"  or  "grey  market"  operations  are  making  the 
situation  worse  and  unduly  increasing  the  price; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  U.F.A.  repeat  with  emphasis  its  protest 
to  the  Government  on  the  scarcity  and  mal-distribution  of  noils. 

11.  PRICE  OF  FARM  MACHINERY 


Resolved,  that  an  equal  price  for  farm  machinery  be  established  all  over 
Canada,  and  further  that  such  prices  be  advertised  in  the  press. 


12.  PRICE  OF  BINDER  TWINE 

Whereas,  the  price  of  binder  twine  has  increased  greatly  during  the  past 
year,  and 

Whereas,  we  can  see  no  justification  for  this  increase; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  request  the  Department  of  Trade  and 
Commerce  to  give  us  a  satisfactory  explanation  for  this  increase. 

13.  GRADING  OF  CLOTHES  AND  FOOTWEAR 

Whereas,  farm  produce,  such  as  meats,  poultry,  eggs,  cream  and  butter  are 
marketed  or  sold  on  a  graded  basis,  and 

Whereas,  when  some  of  the  necessities  of  life  are  purchased  we  are  often 
deceived  by  poor  and  trashy  material,  especially  children's  footwear,  and 

Whereas,  there  is  no  grade  label  attached; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  the  Government  to  see  that  all 
material  used  In  footwear  and  work  clothing  is  sold  according  to  grade. 


14.  POLISH  VETERANS  AND  CONTRACTS 

Whereas,  many  Polish  veterans  who  make  yearly  contracts  with  farmers 
are  breaking  their  contracts,  and 

Whereas,  the  Immigration  Department  supervises  and  checks  up  to  see 
that  the  farmer  carries  out  his  part  of  the  contract,  and  takes  no  responsibility 
re  contracts  broken  by  Polish  veterans; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  Department  should  undertake  stricter 
supervision  of  these  two-way  contracts. 

15.  ARTHRITIS 

Whereas,  arthritis  is  now  considered  to  be  one  of  the  major  health  prob- 
lems of  Canada,  and 

Whereas,  the  nation's  health  should  be  one  of  the  first  considerations  of 
a  nation's  government; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  petition  the  Federal  Government  to  take 
immediate  steps  towards  further  research  work  and  that  hospital  treatment  for 
victims  of  arthritis  be  provided,  the  cost  in  this  connection  to  be  assumed  by 
the  Federal  Government. 
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16.  BERRY  CREEK  AND  RED  DEER  RIVER  DAMS 

Whereas,  the  P.F.R.A.  has  been  very  prompt  in  completing  the  Carolside 
dam  on  the  Berry  Creek,  and 

Whereas,  they  have  promised  to  complete  a  similar  dam  on  Sounding  Creek 
in  1949  as  the  first  step  in  the  Red  Deer  River  Irrigation  project; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  extend  our  hearty  thanks  and  apprecia- 
tion to  the  P.F.iR.A,  for  their  promptness  in  carrying  out  this  project  and  earnestly  f  ? 
urge  c  start  at  the  earliest  possible  moment  on  the  main  Red  Deer  River  dam  ; 
at  Ardley  to  feed  the  smaller  dams  which  ore  now  to  be  completed,  and  further  | 
urge  the  provincial  government  to  give  its  fullest  co-operation  in  forwarding  this  ' 
project.  : 

17.  ST.  LAWRENCE  SEAWAY  j 

I  A 

Whereas,  recent  political  changes  in  the  United  States  indicate  that  the  \ 
possibility  of  immediate  agreement  and  early  construction  of  the  St.  Lawrence  I 
seaway  project  ore  now  more  favourable  than  ever  before; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  urge  upon  the  Dominion  Government  the  ■ 
greatest  possible  co-operalion  with  the  U.S.  Government  to  the  end  that  this 
project  be  put  under  construction  wrth  the  least  possible  delay. 
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18. 


REFUGES  FOR  WILD  LIFE 


Whereas,  it  is  highly  desirable  in  the  interest  of  Canada  that  our  wild  life 
be  conserved  to  the  fullest  extent  possible,  and 

Whereas,  only  a  small  percentage  of  these  animals  and  birds  can  be 
confined,  and 

Whereas,  the  animals  and  birds,  particularly    ducks,    cause  considerable 
damage  to  farmers  for  which  such  farmers  should  be  compensated; 
We  strongly  urge  that  the  Government  should: 

(1)  Provide  refuges  for  such  animals  and  fowl; 

(2)  Compensate  farmers  suffering  damage  on  a  fair  basis,  and 

(3)  Collect  the  money  necessary  by  sufficiently  increasing  the  fees  for 
hunters'  licenses. 


19.  CATTLE  GRAZING  IN  FOREST  RESERVES 

Whereas,  big  game  is  considered  a  national  asset,  and 
Whereas,  these  animals   in  certain  districts  cause  considerable  damage, 
and  financial  lo3s  to  the  farmers  and  ranchers; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  Dominion  Government  be  urged  to  investi- 
gate the  possibilities  of  controlling  more  carefully  the  grazing  of  cattle  on  the 
forest  reserves  or  else  reimburse  the  said  farmers. 


20.  ROYAL  COMMISSION  ON  FREIGHT  RATES 

Whereas,  it  is  now  evident  that  a  proper  enquiry  into  the  Canadian  railway 
freight  structure  cannot  be  accomplished  under  the  limited  scope  of  an  enquiry 
oy  the  Board  of  Transport  Commissioners; 

Be  it  resolved,  that  we  support  the  request  of  seven  of  the  Canadian  prov- 
inces for  a  full  enquiry  by  a  Royal  Commission  at  an  early  date. 

21.  P.F.A.A. 

Be  it  resolved,  that  the  P.F.A.A.  be  so  amended  as  to  include  assistance 
Qt  the  rate  of  $5.00  per  icre  for  damage  caused  by  flood  waters. 

22.  DEGRADING  RED  BOBS  222 

Whereas,  there  are  insufficient  supplies  of  wheat  seed  of  a  suitable  variety 
to  replace  Red  Bobs; 

Resolved,  that  we  therefore  oppose  the  degrading  of  Red  Bobs  222  until 
such  time  OS  we  have  sufficient  wheat  of  a  suitable  variety  avairable. 

23.  FLOOR  PRICES  FOR  AGRICULTURAL  PRODUCTS 

Whereas,  there  are  some  indications  that  the  peak  of  the  present  inflation 
period  has  been  reached,  and 

Whereas,  in  a  deflation  period  agricultural  prices  always  decline  with  much 
greater  rapidity  than  industrial  goods  and  services; 

Therefore,  resolved  that  this  Convention  of  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta 
endorse  and  ask  for  decisive  Federal  action  by  way  of  floor  prices  for  agricultural 
products. 

24.  PRICE  OK  WHEAT 

Whereas,  for  several  years  the  Canadian  farmer  has  suffered  considerable 
loss  because  wheat  for  domestic  consumption  was  sold  at  a  figure  of  $1.25  which 
was  below,  not  only  the  world  price  but  even  under  the  British  price,  and 

Whereas,  the  Canadian  farmer  hos  never  been  recompensed  for  this  loss, 

and 


7 


Whereas,  the  Canadian  producer  of  wheat  has  been  obliged  to  accept  less 
than  the  world  price  under  the  British  agreement; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  request  the  Canadian  government  to 
make  provisions  so  that  the  purchaser  will  receive  at  least  $2.00  for  all  wheat 
delivered  during  the  five  year  pool  period. 

25.  SALE  OF  COARSE  GRAINS  BY  WHEAT  BOARD 

Whereas,  the  policy  of  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta  for  many  years  has 
been  in  favour  of  the  national  marketing  of  our  grain,  and 

Whereas,  a  great  flood  of  organized  opposition,  chiefly  sponsored  by  the 
organized  grain  trade,  has  recently  been  widely  distributed; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this  convention  once  more  reaffirm  its  ap- 
proval of  the  principle  of  marketing  all  our  grain  through  the  Dominion  Wheat 
Board,  and  further  that  we  ask  our  provincial  government  to  coll  a  conference 
of  western  governments  and  farm  organizations  with  the  aim  of  reaching  effec- 
tive agreement  on  this  important  maiter. 

26.  INTERNATIONAL  WHEAT  AGREEMENT 

Resolved,  that  the  farmers  of  Western  Canada  are  wholeheartedly  behind 
an  international  wheat  agreement. 

27.  INCOME  TAX  EXEMPTION 

Whereas,  it  is  a  well  established  fact  that  the  farm  housewife  contributes 
very  largely  to  the  farm  income,  and 

Whereas,  there  is  no  exemption  allowed  for  this  contribution  to  farm 
income. 

Be  it  resolved,  that  wo  urge  thut  the  sum  of  $750.00  be  exempt  from 
taxation  for  the  farm  wife. 

28.  INCOME  TAX 

Be  it  resolved,  that  we  express  our  appreciation  of  the  action  of  the 
Dominion  Government  in  giving  consideration  and  action  to  the  request  of  the 
farm  organizations  and  co-operatives  of  the  west  for  a  five  year  average  in  the 
matter  of  the  farmer's  income  tax,  and 

Further  be  it  resolved,  that  we  endorse  the  brief  recently  presented  at 
Ottawa  by  the  Federation  of  Agriculture  on  the  question  of  income  tax  and 
urge  them  to  continue  their  efforts  in  this  connection. 

29.  INCOME  TAX 

Whereas,  city  residents  when  building  a  home  hove  only  to  connect  up 
with  utilities  already  provided  for  them,  and 

Whereas,  farmers  must  provide  these  utilities  themselves  at  high  cost 
if  they  are  to  enjoy  them,  and 

Whereas,  our  present  governmei-it  and  governmental  agencies  have  pro- 
fessed their  desire  that  farm  housing  should  be  improved  and  that  farm  living 
standards  should  be  raised,  and 

Whereas,  it  is  a  well-known  fact  that  farm  young  people  are  much  more 
content  to  stay  on  the  farm  where  general  farm  improvements  and  a  pleasant, 
comfortable  home  make  life  more  enioyable,  and 

Whereas,  under  the  present  system  of  income  taxation  home  improvement 
for  the  average  farmer  is  ciefinitely  discouraged; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  entire  cost  of  purchase  and  installation 
of  lighting  plants,  sewerage  and  water  systems  in  the  farm  home  should  be 
declared  deductible  from  the  net  income  in  the  form  of  depreciation  the  some 
as  is  done  with  equipment. 
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30.  INCOME  TAX  EXEMPTION 

Be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  the  Dcminion  Government  to  exempt  returned 
men  from  taxation  for  the  number  of  years  they  served  overseas. 

31.  CONDEMNATION  INSURANCE 

Whereas,  condemnation  insurance  on  livestock  delivered  at  the  packing 
plants  is  paid  for  by  the  producer  and  collected  by  the  packing  plants,  and 

Whereas,  in  the  west  our  livestock  today  ore  very  healthy,  few  being 
condemned; 

Resolved,  that  the  packing  plants  be  made  to  publish  a  full  report  on  the 
insurance  collected  and  the  loss  of  value  of  the  animals  condemned. 

32.  SECURITY  FOR  INCURABLES 

Whereas,  nearly  all  classes  ov  society  have  some  form  of  social  security 
provided  through  legislative  action,  such  as  Old  Age  Pensions,  Mothers'  Allow- 
ance, Family  Allowance,  etc.,  and 

Whereas,  there  are  many  cases  of  persons  who  are  incurable  by  reason 
of  accident,  paralysis  and  other  unfortunate  circumstances  over  which  they  have 
no  control,  and 

Whereas,  many  of  these  incurable  persons  have  no  means  of  financial  sup- 
port but  have  become  dependent  upon  their  relatives,  friends  or  charitable 
organizations; 

Be  it  therefore  resolved,  that  the  Federal  and  Provincial  Governments  bring 
forward  a  bill  that  will  grcnt  to  incurables  economic  and  social  security  by 
right  of  their  citizenship. 

33.  T.B.  TESTING  OF  COWS 

Whereas,  the  health  of  our  youth  is  the  first  concern  of  any  good  citizen, 

and 

Whereas,  the  lack  of  pasteurizing  equipment  makes  the  T.B.  Testing  of 
cows  more  necessarv  in  outlving  areas,  and 

Whereas,  the  lack  of  T.B.  testing  services  is  causing  increasing  loss  and 
discouragement  to  a  valuable  young  livestock  industry  at  a  time  when  the 
rapid  decline  in  dairy  production  is  causing  widespread  concern,  and 

Whereas,  the  answer  of  government  officials  to  continuous  pleas  from 
various  persons  and  organizations  is  that  there  are  not  sufficient  veterinarians 
available  to  provide  this  service; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  government  provide  a  short  course  for 
agriculture  students  to  qualify  them  for  positions  required  to  carry  this  service 
during  summer  months  to  our  outlying  areas. 

34.  HUTTERITES,  DOUKHOBORS  AND  MENNONITES 

Be  it  resolved,  that  we  reaffirm  the  resolution  passed  at  other  conventions 
that  the  Federal  Government  be  urged  to  cancel  the  agreements  entered  into 
with  the  Mennonites,  Hutterites  and  Doukhobors  giving  exemption  from  military 
service  to  members  of  these  brotherhoods,  such  cancellation  to  take  effect  twelve 
months  after  the  passing  of  the  legislation  to  affect  every  person  born  after 
that  date;  and 

Further  that  all  members  of  these  brotherhoods  now  living  in  Canada  be 
required  to  take  their  full  share  in  non-combative  war  services. 

35.  RADIO  PLAYS 

Whereas,  some  radio  serial  plays  fail  to  represent  the  higher  ideals  of 
Canadian  living  and  tend  to  condone  the  disruption  of  the  home  and  the  easy 
severance  of  marital  ties,  and 

Whereas,  such  radio  plays  do  exert  a  definite  influence  on  the  trend  of 
public  thought  and  action; 
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Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  recommend  to  the  Canadian  Broadcasting 
Commission  that  they  urge  advertisers  to  improve  the  moral  tone  of  these  radio 
ploys  and  to  insist  that  they  be  inspiring  rather  than  depressing  and  that  they 
conform  to  the  higher  standards  of  conduct  set  by  our  Canadian  people. 

36.  COMIC  STRIPS 

Whereas,  comic  books  end  comic  strips  with  themes  of  criminal  or  immoral 
nature  have  a  detrimental  influence  upon  our  children,  and 

Whereas,  the  juvenils  judge  in  a  recent  murder  case  stated  that,  "this 
worse  than  rubbish  literature  should  be  abolished  in  some  way;" 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  the  Federal  Government  to  impose 
a  more  rigid  censorship. 

37.  03SCENE  READING  MATERIAL 

Whereas,  a  great  deal  of  the  reading  material  placed  before  the  public 
does  not  tend  to  better  the  moral  standards  of  our  young  people; 

Be  it  resolved  that  a  stricter  censorship  be  placed  on  reading  material. 

38.  FREE  MEDICAL  AND  DENTAL  CARE  FOR  PERSONS  OVER  SEVENTY 

Whereas,  many  persons  of  seventy  years  and  over  are  living  on  annuities 
or  savings  amounting  to  little  more  than  old  age  pension,  and 

Whereas,  these  persons  through  their  personal  thrift  are  saving  the  govern- 
ment the  cost  of  providing  them  with  old  age  pensions,  and 

Whereas,  these  persons  seem  to  be  penalized  because  of  their  thrift; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  our  government  to  provide  free 
medical,  dental  and  hospital  care  to  all  persons  of  pensionable  age  who  are  in 
receipt  of  no  more  than  $750.00  pe'  annum  if  single  and  $1,500.00  if  married. 

39.  VETERANS  AND  LAND  GRANTS 

Whereas,  certain  active  service  veterans  of  World  War  II  find  they  are 
not  eligible  for  land  grants  on  account  of  being  over  forty  years  of  age,  and 

Whereas,  these  men  were  considered  young  enough  to  fight  for  their 
country; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  all  active  service  veterans  of  World  War  II, 
regardless  of  age,  be  entitled  to  land  grants. 

40.  SECURITY  FOR  INCURABLES 

Whereas,  nearly  all  classes  of  society  have  some  form  of  social  security 
provided  through  legislative  action,  such  as  Old  Age  Pensions,  Mothers'  Allow- 
ance, Family  Allowance,  etc.,  and 

Whereas,  there  are  many  cases  of  persons  who  are  incurable  by  reason 
of  accident,  paralysis  and  other  unfortunate  circumstances  over  which  they  have 
no  control,  and 

Whereas,  many  of  these  incurable  persons  hove  no  means  of  financial 
support  but  have  become  dependent  upon  their  relatives,  friends  or  charitable 
organizations; 

Be  it  therefore  resolved,  that  the  Federal  and  Provincial  Governments  bring 
forward  a  bill  that  will  grant  to  incurables  economic  and  social  security  by  right 
of  their  citizenship. 

41.  EQUAL  ADVANTAGES  UNDER  FEDERAL  HEALTH  SCHEME 

Whereas,  the  Dominion  Government's  proposal  for  financing  a  health  plan 
was  so  many  dollars  per  capita,  and 

Whereas,  it  would  cost  twice  as  much  to  serve  rural  patients  in  sparsely 
settled  areas; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  some  formula  be  worked  out  to  overcome  this 
handicap  if  equal  advantages  ore  to  be  enjoyed  by  all  the  citizens  of  Canada. 
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Resolutions  Dealing  with  Provincial  Matters 

42.  NORTHERN  PAY 

Whereas,  the  northern  branches  of  the  Civil  Service  Association  are  asking 
for  "Northern  Pay"  for  their  members  who  are  employed  in  localities  situated 
north  of  the  55°  Parollel  which  runs  10  miles  south  of  Grande  Prairie;  and 

Whereas,  certain  federal  employees  including  R.C.A.F.  personnel  are  al- 
ready receiving  "Northern  Pay"  in  this  well  settled  Peace  River  area;  and 

Whereas,  "Northern  Pay"  is  intended  for  people  employed  in  for  northern 
areas;  and 

Whereas,  the  people  who  pioneered  this  part  of  Alberta  without  any  such 
inducements  will  have  to  help  pay  these  extras  and  feel  this  injustice  very 
keenly; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  an  enquiry  be  held  and  that  the  57°  Parallel 
be  recommended  as  the  starting  point  for  "Northern  Pay"  in  Alberta. 

43.  FACING  ON  BRIDGES 

Whereas,  many  approaches  to  bridges  over  small  creeks  have  been  washed 
out  due  to  lack  of  proper  facings; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved  that  we  urge  the  government  to  instal  culverts  of 
concrete  or  steel  rather  than  wood,  large  enough  to  take  the  flow  of  water. 

44.  ROADS  IN  CENTRALIZED  SCHOOL  DISTRICTS 

Whereas,  centralized  schools  are  handicapped  In  operation  of  school  buses 
by  the  poor  state  of  our  country  roads; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  Provincial  Government  earmark  a  special 
grant  for  the  gravelling  of  roads  where  necessary  in  areas  where  a  centralized 
school  is  in  operation. 

/ 

45.  COMMITTEE  ON  ROADS 

Whereas,  it  is  apparent  that  the  present  methods  of  construction  of  hard 
surfaced  highways  fail  to  meet  the  problems  of  low  temperatures  and  traffic 
conditions  on  Alberta  highways,  and 

Whereas,  immediately  to  the  south  of  us  in  the  neighboring  States  of  Idaho, 
Montana,  Minnesota  and  the  Dakotas,  there  are  equally  low  temperatures  with 
much  greater  density  of  traffic  with  roadways  which  are  giving  satisfaction  both 
in  maintenance  and  durability; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  the  provincial  government  to  appoint 
a  committee  to  visit  end  study  rood  construction  and  maintenance  in  the  States 
mentioned  and  report  on  same  to  the  government,  and 

Further  be  it  resolved,  that  the  organized  farming  and  trucking  industries 
be  represented  on  such  a  committee. 

46.  ROAD  GRANTS 

Whereas,  market  and  rural  hospital  roads  as  maintained  today  are  in- 
adequate; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  Provincial  Government  grant  to  municipal- 
ities for  road  building  be  increased. 

47.  PROVINCIAL  GRANT  FOR  EDUCATION 

Resolved,  that  at  least  50%  of  the  cost  of  rural  and  urban  education  in 
Alberta  be  borne  by  the  Provincial  Government. 
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48. 


RURAL  ELECTRIFICATION 


Whereas,  this  Organization  has  in  previous  years  gone  on  record  asking 
for  rural  electrification  under  government  ownership  and  operation; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  reaffirm  our  stand  in  this  matter. 

49.  GOVERNMENT  INSURANCE  FOR  CARS  AND  TRUCKS 

Whereas,  we  have  no  system  of  Government  Insurance  for  cars  and  trucks 
in  Alberta; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  our  Alberta  Provincial  Government 
to  inaugurate  a  system  of  Government  insurance  for  cars  and  trucks  in  this 
province. 

50.  SCHOOL  CREDITS 

Whereas,  Farm  Young  People's  Week  is  an  educational  opportunity  for 
all  farm  young  people; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  urge  the  Department  of  Education  to 
see  that  students  attending  this  week  ore  not  penalized  in  regard  to  required 
attendance. 

51.  SUPPLEMENTARY  READING 

Whereas,  some  of  the  supplementary  reading  for  Grades  IX,  X,  XI,  and 
XIII  is  of  questionable  educational  value  inasmuch  as  the  English  grammar  used 
is  0  poor  example  to  put  before  our  students; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  the  Department  of  Education  to  revise 
the  supplementary  reading  list  from  which  curricula  committees  make  their 
selections. 


52.  EXAMINATION  FEES 

Whereas,  the  fees  collected  for  departmental  examinations  are  excessive 
and  are  a  hardship  for  large  families; 

Be  it  resolved,  that  we  request  these  fees  be  abolished  altogether. 

53.  SWIMMING  INSTRUCTORS 

Whereas,  there  have  been  many  drownings  at  our  country  beaches; 

Be  It  resolved,  that  we  request  the  Department  of  Health  and  Recreation 
Division  of  the  Department  of  Education  to  make  available  to  rural  communities 
instructors  in  swimming  who  might  help  to  train  persons  locally  who  would  act 
in  this  capacity. 

54.  TRANSPORTATION  FOR  HOME  ECONOMISTS 

Whereas,  home  economists  are  rendering  a  very  fine  service  in  this  prov- 
ince, and 

Whereas,  bus  and  train  schedules  slow  up  their  work  considerably; 
Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  home  economists  be  given  transportation 
comparable  to  that  supplied  to  the  district  agriculturists. 

55.  WIND  BREAKS 

Whereas,  valuable  soM  is  being  lost  by  wind  and  water  erosion; 
Be  it  resolved,  that  we  petition  the  Government  to  empower  municipa 
councils  to  have  windbreaks  planted  in  areas  where  needed. 
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56.  AIRPLANE  AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

Whereas,  the  citizens  of  Canada  are  our  greatest  asset  and  should  have 
GS  great  an  opportunity  for  living  as  for  war,  and 

Whereas,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  in  the  sparsely  settled  areas  of  the  prov- 
ince, particularly  in  the  special  areas  division  of  the  province,  the  roads  are  im- 
passable much  of  the  year,  and 

Whereas,  there  is  no  medical  service  of  any  kind,  except  at  organized 
hospitals  many  miles  awa/,  thus  causing  hundreds  of  lives  to  be  in  jeopardy 
because  of  unavailability  of  medical  service  in  remote  points; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  province  institute  ambulance  airplane 
service  to  serve  these  areas,  especially  during  the  winter  months. 

57.  CONFERENCE  RE  ENABLING  LEGISLATION 

Resolved,  that  we  ask  our  provincial  government  to  call  a  conference  of 
western  governments  with  the  aim  of  reaching  effective  agreement  on  the 
passing  of  enabling  legislation  in  connection  with  coarse  grains. 

58.  ENABLING  LEGISLATION  RE  WHEAT  BOARD 

Whereas,  it  is  quite  evident  that  the  organized  farmers  of  the  three  prairie 
provinces  are  in  accord  in  their  desire  to  hove  the  Canada  What  Board  handle 
all  grain  sold  in  commercial  channels,  and 

Whereas,  the  Dominion  Government  had  promised  and  provided  such  legisla- 
tion for  the  1948  crop  with  the  proviso  that  the  three  provinces  pass  such 
enabling  legislation,  and 

Whereas,  only  one  province  made  such  provision; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  the  provincial  government  to  moke 
such  legislation  available  at  the  first  session  of  the  Alberta  legislature. 

59.  ASSISTANCE  IN  MODERNIZATION  OF  FARM  HOMES 

Whereas,  the  Provincial  Department  of  Agriculture  affords  various  forms 
of  assistance  to  farmers  in  the  production  of  improved  livestock  and  grain  and 
the  exhibition  of  grain  and  livestock,  and 

Whereas,  the  Provincial  Government  has  neglected  to  encourage  the  Im- 
provement of  form  homes,  and  better  living  conditions  for  the  farm  family; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  the  Provincial  Government  to  assist 
farmers  in  the  installation  of  running  water  and  sewage  disposal  systems  in 
the  farm  home  by  means  of  subsidy  or  interest  free  long  term  loans  and  thus 
encourage  better  living  conditions  in  the  farm  home. 

60.  BORSTAL  SYSTEM 

Whereas,  the  .Attorneys-General  of  the  three  prairie  provinces  hove  met 
in  conference  to  consider  implementing  some  portions  of  the  Archambault  Com- 
mission report  and  in  particular  the  setting  up  of  the  Borstal  system  for  the 
segregation,  correction  and  education  of  juvenile  delinquents,  and 

Whereas,  the  Archambault  Commission  report  was  made  a  number  of  years 
ago  and  action  on  this  report  is  long  overdue; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  we  heartily  commend  the  move  now  being  made 
by  the  Attorneys-General  of  the  three  prairie  provinces  and  that  we  express  the 
hope  that  the  Borstal  System  for  the  treatment  of  juvenile  delinquents  be  set 
up  without  delay. 
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MINUTES  OF  THE  FORTIETH  ANNUAL  CONVENTION  OF  THE  UNITED  FARmS  OF  ALBERTA, 
PALLISER  HOTEL,  CALGARY,  NOVE^'iBSR  30th  -  DECEMBER  3rd,  19kS.  

The  president,  Mr.  Church,  called  the  convention  to  order  at  10:00  a.m. 

Father  F.B.  0' Byrne  pronounced  the  invocation.    Greetings  from  the  City  were 
extended  by  Mr.  Fred  Colborne  and  Hon.  David  Ure  brought  greetings  from  the 
Provincial  Government. 

J.K.  Sutherland  moved  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Colborne  and  asked  him  to  extend 
the  regrets  of  the  convention  that  Mayor  Watson  was  not  able  to  be  present; 
also  that  a  letter  be  sent  to  the  former  mayor  of  Calgary,  Andrew  Davison.  Mr, 
Sutherland  also  moved  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Ure.    These  were  carried  with 
applause , 

CONVENTION  CHAIltMAN.      Mr.  Sutherland  moved  that  Mr.  Church  be  convention  chair- 
man with  power  to  appoint  his  assistants.    Seconded  Colvin.      Carried.  He 
appointed  A.B.  Wood  and  R.  Hennig  his  assistants. 

CONVENTION  COMTTEES. 

Order  of  Business      -    H.E.  Spencer,    J. A.  Cameron,    M.H.  V/ard,    0.  Hart. 

Resolutions  -    L.  Pritchard,  A.B.  McGorman,  A.B.  Wood,  D.  FiacLeod,  R. 

Hennig. 

Credentials  -    M.H.  Ward,  V.C.  Flint,  R.  Wood,  P.  Farnalls,  W. 

Williams. 

Ushering  -    C.T.  Armstrong,    R.  Ponting,    0.  Hart,    R.  Wood,  H.J. Flock. 

Dance  -    Ushering  Committee  with  Mrs.  Barker. 

Moved  Westphal,  Bentley  that  this  be  the  slate  of  convention  committees.  Carried. 

Mr.  Wood  took  the  chair  and  introduced  Mr.  Church  who  gave  his  presidential 
address.    Mrs.  M.E.  Lowe  and  Orrin  Hart,  U.F.VJ.A.  and  Junior  president  re- 
spectively, also  gave  their  presidential  addresses.    These  three  addresses  were 
broadcast  and  were  received  with  applause. 

BOARD  REPORT  was  read  by  the  secretary,  Miss  Birch. 

Moved  Cameron,  Sutherland  that  we  adjourn  mtil  2:00  p.m.  Carried. 


TUESDAY  AFTERNOON 
Joint  Session  with  the  U.F.V/.A.      Mr.  Wood  in  the  chair. 

BOARD  REPORT.    Mr.  Sutherland  stated  he  was  sorry  no  mention  was  made  in  the 
report  on  the  rural  electrification  plebiscite  and  criticised  both  the  U.F.A, 
and  the  A.F.A.  for  not  taking  more  positive  actionc 

Mr.  Cam.eron  moved  that  the  report  be  accepted.  Seconded  and  after  discussion 
carried. 
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ORDER  OF  BUSIJIESS.      Committee  recommended  that  resolutions  1  and  2  which  are 
consititutional  amendments  be  taken  up.  Carried, 

1.  JUIm'IOR  ^EMBER5HIP  FEES  (Junior  U.F.A.  Board).      Be  it  resolved,  that  section 
16  subsection  5  of  the  constitution  be  amended  to  read:    The  membership  fee 
payable  to  the  Central  Office  for  members  of  Junior  Locals  shall  be  fifty  cents 
for  all  members  under  twenty-one  and  over  twenty-one  the  regular  U.F.A.  fee. 

Moved  Ward,  R.  McBride.  Carried, 

2.  EIECTION  OF  U.F.W.A.  DIRECTORS    (Medicine  Hat  U.F.W'.A.  Conference).  Whereas, 
there  is  a  larger  attendance  from  each  local  at  the  Constituency  Convention 
than  at  the  annual  convention; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  directors  for  each  constituency  be  elected 
at  the  aforementioned  conferences,  effective  next  year. 

Moved  Mrs.  Armstrong,  Mrs.  Smith. 

Moved  Carej'-,  Mrs.  Flint,  that  the  resolution  be  sent  to  the  U.F.W.A.  Convention 
and  that  they  be  asked  to  bring  back  a  recommendation  to  this  convention. 
Carried . 

PRIVILECa^  OF  THE  FLOOR.    Moved  Sutherland  that  the  privileges  of  the  floor  be 
given  to  all  U.F.A.  members  in  good  standing  at  the  convention.  Seconded, 

Moved  in  amendment,  R,  McBride  to  add  the  following  "provided  such  visitors  have 
obtained  a  visitor's  badge".    Seconded  Wild. 

Amendment  carried.      Resolution  as  amended  carried. 

3.  EXPANSION  OF  U.F.A.  CO-OP.  (Wetaskiwin  Federal  C.A.).    "Whereas,  the  U.F.A. 
Central  Co-operative  is  expanding  its  system  of  branch  stores,  and 

Whereas,  there  is  at  the  same  time  a  great  need  to  expand  the  Co-op.  fuel  oil 
distribution  outlets,  and 

Whereas,  we  believe  our  Co-op.  can  be  of  greater  service  to  the  farmers  of  the 
province  in  building  up  a  fuel  oil  business; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  Co-op.  Executive  concentrate  its  energies  on 
expanding  the  fuel  oil  business." 

Moved  Harris,  King.  Carried. 

4.  TIME  OF  WHEAT  FOOL  EVENING  BROADCASTS    (Hanna  Local  U.F.A.).  "Whereas, 
owing  to  high  wage  levels  and  the  lack  of  efficient  help  Alberta  farms  are  being 
operated  by  an  age  group  of  people  which  is  rapidly  becoming  higher,  older 
people  ^ffc\o  need  the  maximum  of  rest  available,  and 

Whereas,  for  over  six  years  we  have  been  pointing  out  that  the  present  time  of 
the  Wheat  Pool  evening  news  is  too  late  to  enable  hardworking  farm  people  to 
have  adequate  rest; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  again  ask  that  the  time  of  the  evening  news- 
cast over  CFCN  be  9:30  instead  of  10:00  as  at  present. 


Moved  Sutherland.  Carried, 


-  3  - 


45 


Moved  in  amendment,  King  to  delete  the  word  "CFCN".  Seconded. 
Amendment  carried.      Resolution  as  amended  carried. 

FUTURE  OF  THE  CO-QFERATIVE.      Moved  Church,  McGorman  that  the  section  in 
the  Board  report  on  the  Co-operative  be  adopted, 

Mr.  J.E,  Brownlee  explained  the  procedure  necessary  to  effect  the  separation 
of  the  Co-operative  from  the  Educational  functions  and  the  effect  of  the 
resolution  submitted  by  the  Board.      The  following  resolution  was  then  sub- 
mitted :- 

"Resolved,  (l)  that  the  separation  of  the  educational  from  the  co-operative 
branch  of  this  Association  in  the  manner  set  out  in  the  report  of  the 
Directors  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  approved. 

(2)  That  the  educational  function  heretofore  carried  on  by  the  Association  be 
carried  on  as  a  non-incorporated  association  on  an  annual  membership  basis 
under  the  name  "United  Farmers  of  Alberta" . 

(3)  That  the  By-Laws  heretofore  in  force  be  adopted  as  by-laws  of  the  unin- 
corporated association,  save  and  except  only  any  reference  to  permanent  member 
ship  or  to  the  central  co-operative,  or  to  co-operative  business. 

(4)  That  the  existing  board  of  directors  continue  in  office  as  the  first 
board  of  the  ducational  organization  for  a  term  of  one  year  unless  such  term 
is  sooner  terminated  by  amalgamation. 

(5)  That  the  board  of  directors  be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  do  such 
acts  and  things,  including  the  completion  of  such  agretment  with  the  Educa- 
tional Organization,  as  is  necessary  to  carry  into  effect  the  terms  of  the 
report  of  the  directors  in  this  respect." 

Moved  Cameron,  Bent ley  as  an  amendment  that  the  words  "or  until  another  regula 
tion  convention  is  held"  be  added  to  section  4  of  the  resolution.  Carried. 

The  resolution  as  amended  was  then  carried  unanimously. 

The  following  further  resolution  of  the  Board  was  then  submitted: 

"Resolved,  (l)  that  during  such  time  as  it  is  required  for  Head  Office 
purposes  at  Calgary,  the  Co-operative  will  supply  the  educational  organiza- 
tion free  of  charge  the  same  office,  stenographic  and  other  facilities  as 
has  heretofore  been  provided,  that  is,  to  the  extent  of  its  requirements. 

(2)  That  the  Co-operative  will  accept  requisitions  for  membership  fees  to  be 
paid  out  of  patronage  dividends  accumulated  by  its  customers  from  ^^ar  to 
year . 

(3)  The  Co-operative  will  repay  to  the  U.F.A.  as  soon  as  possible  and  in  any 
event  on  or  before  the  31st  day  of  December  1952,  an  amount  totalling 
$25,000.00  provided  however,  that  at  least  25^  be  paid  each  year  if  required, 
being  the  estimated  amount  of  equities  of  the  U.F.A.  now  held  by  the  Co- 
operative, which  said  sum  shall  discharge  the  Co-operative  from  all  claims 
and  demands  of  the  U.F.A.  in  the  assets  of  the  Co-operative. 
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(4)  In  addition  to  the  above  a  mutually  satisfactory  grant  shall  be  negotiated 
with  the  U.F.A.  from  year  to  year  starting  with  1949. 

(5)  That  the  Robert  Gardiner  Scholarship  fund  be  retained  and  administered  by 
the  Co-operative." 

Moved  R.  McBride  to  delete  the  words  "and  in  any  event  on  or  before  the  31st  day 
of  December  1952"  and  "provided,  however,  that  if  required  the  Co-operative  will 
pay  at  least  25^  of  said  amount  each  year".      No  seconder. 

The  resolution  was  then  passed  unanimously. 

The  report  of  the  Board  was  then  approved  and  adopted. 

The  following  By-law  passed  by  the  Directors  in  November  194^  was  submitted  for 
ratif ication: - 

CHANGING  NAME.    Pursuant  to  the  powers  vested  in  the  Directors  of  this  Corpora- 
tion by  Section  1  of  Chapter  76  of  the  Statutes  of  Alberta,  1946,  it  is  hereby 
enacted  that  the  name  of  this  corporation  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  changed  from 
"United  Farmers 'of  Alberta"  to  "United  Farmers  of  Alberta  Co-operative  Limited". 
This  by-law  shall  come  into  full  force  and  effect  and  be  effective  from  and 
after  the  day  upon  which  it  is  ratified  and  confirmed  by  the  delegates  at  this 
annual  meeting  of  this  corporation. 

Moved,    Seconded  KcGorman  that  the  said  By-law  be  approved  and  ratified.  Carried 
unanimously. 

The  chairman  then  submitted  the  following  By-law  also  passed  by  the  Directors  in 
November  1948:- 

PRINCIPLE  BY-LAW  RE  SHARE  CAPITAL.      Pursuant  to  the  powers  and  authorities  vested 
in  the  directors  of  this  Corporation  by  Section  3  of  Chapter  94,  Statues  of 
Alberta,  1948,  it  is  hereby  enacted  as  the  principle  by-law  of  this  corporation 
as  follows:- 

(1)  That  from  and  after  the  date  of  passing  this  by-law  this  corporation  shall 
have  share  capital  consisting  of  an  unlimited  number  of  shares  of  the  par  value 
of  Five  (^5.00)  dollars  per  share, 

(2)  That  to  each  permanent  member  of  the  Association  on  record  on  the  books  of 
the  Association  as  of  the  31st  day  of  December  A.D.  1947,  and  each  member  who 
has  paid  the  $1.00  annual  membership  fee  during  1947,  there  shall  be  issued  a 
fully  paid  share  of  the  said  par  value  of  Five  (')p5»00)  dollars. 

(3)  The  amount  reqxiired  to  provide  each  member  with  such  a  share  shall  be  provided 
out  of  the  permanent  membership  loan  fund  or  surplus  of  U.F.A.  Central  Co-operative 
Association  Limited, 

(4)  For  the  word  "member"  wherever  it  appears  in  the  By-laws  of  the  Association 
shall  be  substituted  the  word  "shareholder"," 

Moved  that  this  by-law  be  approved  and  ratified.    Seconded  Colvin.  Carried 
unanimously. 

PUBLIC  aiNEKSHIF  OF  ELECTRIC  POVffiR-26,  (Hanna  Local  U.F.A.)      "Whereas,  it  is 
quite  evident  that  in  the  recent  plebiscite  on  rural  electrification  in  this 
province  there  is  a  great  desire  on  the  part  of  oxir  farm  people  for  the  develop- 
ment of  such  service  through  government  ownership  and  operation  at  cost,  and 
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Whereas,  it  has  been  amply  demonstrated  in  the  United  States,  New  Zealand, 
Ontario  and  many  other  countries  that  the  supply  of  electric  power  to  riural 
areas  at  prices  the  farmers  can  afford  to  pay  can  only  be  had  by  public 
ownership  and  co-operation,  and 

Whereas,  this  proposition  in  Alberta  was  defeated  by  the  vote  of  the  residents 
of  our  cities  vrfio  due  to  lack  of  information  and  the  spread  of  insidious 
propaganda,  were  fearful  of  losing  control  of  their  own  very  valuable  public 
systems  of  power  distribution  which  they  could  still  operate  and  control  under 
public  ownership; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  again  reaffirm  our  approval  of  the  principles 
of  public  ownership  in  the  development,  ownership  and  distribution  of  electric 
power  in  this  province  and  ask  the  provincial  government  to  bring  such  a 
scheme  into  operation,  and 

Further  be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  the  Alberta  Federation  of  Agriculture  to 
inaugurate  a  campaign  of  education  among  the  urban  people  with  regard  to  the 
principles  of  public  ownership,  and  we  would  further  suggest  that  funds  for 
this  purpose  be  made  available  by  the  large  co-operatives  operating  in  this 
province  and  also  that  this  campaign  be  carried  on  in  co-operation  with  such 
rural  organizations  as  the  Trustees  Association  and  the  Rural  Municipalities 
organization,  which  have  approved  of  this  principle  in  the  past." 

Moved  Sutherland,  Colvin. 

Moved  in  amendment  Hennig,  to  strike  out  the  words  "and  the  spread  of  insidious 
propaganda" •      Seconded . 

Amendment  carried. 

Moved  in  amendment  to  delete  all  the  words  after  the  word  "cities"  in  the  third 
paragraph.      Seconded  Cameron.  Carried, 

Moved  to  strike  out  the  last  clause.  Seconded. 

Moved  Spencer,  Colvin  that  the  resolution  be  sent  back  to  the  Resolutions 
Committee  for  redrafting.  Carried. 

Mr.  Hennig  in  the  chair. 

CCI.L,       J,B.  Brown,  president  of  Canadian  Co-operative  Implements  addressed 
the  delegates.      C.C.I.L,  have  a  contract  with  Cockshutt  Plow  Co.      They  have 
opened  a  warehouse  in  Edmonton  and  are  now  at  work  opening  one  in  Calgary. 
C.C.I.L,  have  a  factory  at  Winnipeg  which  has  increased  its  output  four  times 
since  it  was  opened,      Mr.  Brown  answered  various  questions  at  the  close  of  his 
address. 

Moved  W.J,  Church,  King  that  we  do  now  adjourn  until  8:00  p.m.    Carried  at 
6:00  p.m. 

During  the  discussion  on  the  separation  question  the  president  was  asked  if  the 
^25,000.00  would  go  over  to  the  new  organization  in  the  event  of  amalgamation. 
The  president  replied  that  the  $25,000,00  would  be  the  property  of  the  U,F.A. 

He  was  also  asked  if  the  Co-operative  would  make  a  grsint  to  the  new  body  in  the 
event  of  amalgamation.  Mr.  Church  stated  that  would  be  a  matter  of  negotiation 
between  the  Co-operative  and  the  new  organization  as  they  could  not  tie  the 
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Co-op.  to  an  agreement  with  an  organization  which  did  not  exist. 

TUESDAY  EVENING 

Mr.  Wood  in  the  chair. 

FRATERNAL  DELEGATES.      Mr.  Roy  Marler,  president  of  the  Alberta  Federation 
of  Agriculture,  extended  greetings  from  that  body, 

Mr.  Church  in  the  chair. 

ADDRESS  OF  HON.  CD.  HOWE.      Mr.  Church  introduced  Mr.  Howe  who  spoke  to  the 
delegates.    His  address  was  broadcast  over  radio  stations  CFCN  and  CFRN. 

Norman  F.  Priestley,  manager  of  U.F.A.  Central  Co-op,,  thanked  Mr.  Howe  for 
his  address, 

FRATERNAL  DELEGATE.      Mr.  S.S,  Sears  brought  greetings  from  the  United  Grain 
Growers. 

Meeting  adjourned  at  9!30, 

WEDNESDAY  MORNING 

Mr.  Wood  in  the  chair. 

25.  GOVERNMENT  INSURANCE  FOR  CARS  AND  TRUCKS  (Acadia  Prov.  C.A.)  "Whereas, 
we  have  no  system  of  Government  insurance  for  cars  and  trucks  in  Alberta,  and 

Whereas,  in  the  neighboring  province  of  Saskatchewan  a  system  of  Government 
insurance  is  working  quite  satisfactorily; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  our  Alberta  Provincial  Government  to  in- 
augurate a  similar  system  of  Government  insurance  for  cars  and  trucks  in  this 
province . " 

Moved  Cameron,  Sutherland, 

Moved  in  amendment  Hennig  to  delete  the  second  paragraph  in  the  preamble,  and 
in  the  last  clause  the  words  "therefore"  and  "similar". 

Seconded  Farnalls,    Amendment  carried. 

Resolution  as  amended  carried. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS.     Mr.  Spencer  moved  that  the  following  be  the  order  of 
business:    that  the  Co-op.  report  be  read  and  discussed;  auditors  statement, 
authorization  and  issuing  of  preferred  shares  and  revision  of  by-laws  and 
that  the  meeting  adjourn  at  11:30  xmtil  2:00  p.m.  Seconded. 

Moved  in  amendment  Wood  that  we  strike  out  11:30  for  adjournment  but  keep  that 
time  in  mind.    Seconded  and  carried. 

Moved  in  amendment  Hart,  Cameron  to  reconvene  at  2:30.  Carried. 
Resolution  as  amended  carried. 
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CO-OP,  BOARD  REPORT  read  by  Norman  F.  Priestley,  general  manager.  Its 
adoption  was  moved  by  Mr.  Farrar  and  seconded. 

Discussed  paragraph  by  paragraph. 

Moved  Church,  that  we  extend  the  privilege  of  the  floor  during  this  discussion 
to  Mr.  Fitzpatrick,  Supervisor  of  Co-operative  Activities.    Seconded  Cameron. 
Carried . 

Meeting  adjourned  at  11:30  until  2:30. 

WEDNESDAY  AFTERNOON 
2:45  p»ni« 

Joint  session  with  U.F.W.A. 

Mr.  Wood  in  the  chair, 

/  BY-LAWS  OF  THE  UNITED  FAR>ERS  OF  ALBERTA.      Mr.  ^.E.  Brownie e,  K.C,  explained 
the  necessity  of  extensive  changes  in  the  by-laws  of  the  Association  to  provide 
for  districts,  sub-districts  and  voting  by  postcard  ballot.    He  read  over 
draft  of  a  complete  revision  of  the  by-laws  clause  by  clause  and  asked  that 
the  following  section  be  added  to  the  draft :- 

"In  consideration  of  the  Association  promising  to  repay  to  each  member  without 
interest;  and  as  soon  as  moneys  became  available  for  that  purpose  in  the  re- 
volving fund  heretofore  established  by  it,  such  sums  as  the  Association  may 
borrow  hereunder  from  year  to  year,  each  member  of  the  Association  agrees  to 
lend  to  the  Association  this  year,  and  in  each  fiscal  year  thereafter,  upon 
said  terms,  a  sum  equal  to  the  amount  of  the  patronage  di^/idends  credited  to 
him  by  the  Association,  or  such  part  as  the  Association  may  declare  to  borrow, 
and  the  Association  is  by  virtue  hereof  authorized  to  apply  the  said  dividends 
of  each  member  on  the  said  loans  during  such  terms  as  he  remains  a  member  of 
the  Association.      The  Association  may  repay  the  said  loans,  or  any  part  thereof, 
at  any  time,  without  notice  or  bonus." 

Moved  Colvins  and  seconded  that  the  existing  by-laws  of  this  Association  be 
and  are  hereby  repealed  and  the  by-laws  contained  be  the  document  signed  by 
the  president  for  the  purpose  of  identification  be  and  they  are  hereby  adopted 
as  the  by-laws  of  this  Association, 

Carried  vinanimously. 

The  following  Extraordinary  Resolution,  of  which  due  notice  had  been  given, 
was  then  submitted  to  the  meeting  and  approved  by  Mr.  Brownlee:- 

EXTRAORDINARY  RESOLUTION  RE  PREFERENCE  SHARES.      "That  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  the  corporation  be  and  they  are  hereby  empowered  that  non-ciimulative  prefer- 
ence shares  of  this  Association  be  issued,  to  be  described  as  "Series  A 
Preference  Shares",  twenty  thousand  (20,000)  in  number,  of  a  par  value  of 
Twenty- five  ($25.00)  Dollars  subject  to  the  provisions  of  Section  1?  of  the 
Co-operative  Associations  Act,  Statutes  of  Alberta,  1916,  Chapter  6,  and  with 
the  following  rights,  privileges,  limitations  and  restrictions; 

(a)  the  right  to  receive  as  and  when  declared  by  the  Directors  a  non-c\jmulative 
dividend  of  four  (4^)  percent  on  the  amount  paid  up  on  the  par  value  thereof 
payable  only  as  regards  each  year  out  of  the  earnings  in  that  year  and  avail- 
able for  dividends  after  setting  aside  such  reserve  for  depreciation  as  the 
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Directors  may  deem  proper,  but  such  share  shall  not  carry  any  other  rights 
in  the  earnings  of  the  Association. 

(b)  Ownership  of  the  said  preference  shares  shall  not  entitle  the  holders 
thereof  to  vote  at  any  Annual  or  other  General  Meeting  of  the  Association, 
or  to  act  as  a  delegate  at  any  such  meeting. 

(c)  Ownership  of  the  said  preference  shares  shall  not  carry  with  it  any 
interest  in  the  assets  of  the  corporation  either  in  the  event  of  sale  or 
winding  up  of  more  than  the  par  value  of  the  said  shares  plus  a  premium  of 
Two  ($2.00)  Dollars. 

(d)  The  Directors  of  the  corporation  shall  have  the  right  at  any  time  or 
times  to  redeem  all  or  any  of  the  said  preference  shares  either  by  purchase 
thereof  in  the  market  for  cancellation  at  a  price  not  exceeding  the  par  value 
thereof  plus  the  said  premium,  or  by  calling  the  said  shares  for  redemption 
on  notice  (as  hereinafter  set  forth)  to  the  holder  or  holders  at  the  par 
value  thereof  plus  the  said  premiu,  and  in  case  less  than  all  the  shares  are 
being  called  for  redemption  the  respective  shares  to  be  redeemed  shall  be 
selected  in  such  manner  as  the  Directors  shall  by  resolution  determine. 

(e)  In  all  cases  of  calling  of  said  preference  shares  redemption  notice  shall 
be  given  by  registered  letter  directed  to  the  respective  shareholders  of  the 
shares  chosen  for  redemption  at  their  addresses  respectively  appearing  on  the 
books  of  the  corporation,  mailed  postage  prepaid  at  least  sixty  (60)  days 
prior  to  the  date  fixed  for  redemption.    On  or  before  the  said  date  the  holders 
of  the  said  preference  shares  so  called  for  redemption  shall  surrender  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  corporation  at  its  head  office,  for  cancellation,  the 
certificates  of  the  shares  duly  endorsed,  and  thereupon  the  corporation  shall 
pay  the  redemption  price  on  receipt  thereof.    From  and  after  the  date  fixed 
for  redemption  of  the  said  shares  such  shares  shall  cease  to  bear  further 
dividends,  and  the  respective  shareholders  thereof  shall  have  no  other  right 

or  interest  in  respect  thereof  except  to  receive  the  redemption  price  thereof 
upon  presentation  and  surrender  of  their  respective  share  certificates;  and 
from  and  after  the  date  fixed  for  redemption  of  the  shares  called  for  re- 
demption (whether  or  not  the  certificates  therefor  shall  have  been  sxirrendered ) 
shall  be  deemed  to  be  redeemed  and  cancelled. 

(f )  That  no  person  shall  be  entitled  to  hold  or  own  more  than  100  such  shares 

(g)  That  the  president  or  vice-president  and  the  secretary  be  authorized  and 
are  hereby  authorized  to  sign  and  execute  the  said  shares  under  the  sale  of 
the  company  and  to  do  such  acts  and  things  as  may  be  necessary  to  carry  this 
by-law  into  effect." 

Moved  W.J.  Church,  J.  Frey  that  this  be  adopted  as  an  Extraordinary  resolution 
of  the  Association.      Carried  unanimously.  ^ 

Moved  D,  MacLeod,  0.  Hart  that  we  adjourn  and  reassemble  as  members  of  the 
organized  U.F.A.  Carried. 

The  following  resolution  was  submitted  to  provide  for  carrying  on  the  affairs 
of  the  Association:- 
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"Resolved,  that  having  regard  to  the  separation  of  the  Educational  from  the 
Co-operative  activities  of  United  Farmers  of  Alberta,  we  the  delegates  to  this 
convention,  hereby  resolve  and  declare  as  follows :- 

(1)  That  we  hereby  constitute  ourselves  into  an  Association  to  carry  on  the 
educational  and  social  activities  heretofare  carried  on  by  the  United  Farmers 
of  Alberta, 

(2)  That  the  name  of  this  Association  continue  to  be  United  Farmers  of  Alberta, 
or  such  other  name  as  the  Directors  may  determine, 

(3)  That  the  constitution  and  by-laws  contained  in  the  booklet,  marked  by  the 
chairman  for  purposes  of  identification,  be  the  constitution  and  by-laws  of 
this  Association  with  the  following  exceptions  only:- 

(a)  The  preamble  thereto 

(b)  Subsection  4  of  Section  a 

(c)  All  references  to  permanent  membership  and  permanent 
membership  fees  in  Subsection  (l).  Section  4. 

(d)  Reference  to  Central  Co-operative  Board  in  Section  5> 
subsection  (4)  (d) 

(e)  Subsections  (6)  and  (?)  of  Section  14. 

(4)  That  the  Board  of  Directors  as  constituted  for  United  Farmers  of  Alberta 
for  the  past  year  be  the  Board  of  Directors  of  this  Association  for  the  term 
of  one  year  or  \intil  another  convention,  unless  sooner  terminated  by  amalgama- 
tion with  the  Alberta  Farmers'  Union  at  the  January  Joint  Convention,  and 

that  the  said  board  be  authorized  to  do  such  acts  or  things  as  may  be  necessary 
for  the  business  or  affairs  of  the  Association. 

(5)  That  in  the  event  amalgamation  with  the  Alberta  Farmers  Union  is  completed 
at  the  January  meeting,  the  Directors  be  authorized  to  turn  over  to  the  new 
organization  such  part  of  the  assets  of  the  Association  as  may  be  agreed  upon, 
subject  to  the  understanding  that  any  question  of  annual  grant  from  United 
Farmers  of  Alberta  Co-operative  Limited  is  a  matter  of  negotiation  between 
that  Association  and  the  new  amalgamated  organization. 

Moved  Biggs,  Colvin  and  carried. 

REPRESENTATIVES  OF  THE  PRESS.    Mr.  Priestley  asked  the  following  members  of 
the  press  to  the  platform  -  Miss  L.H.  O'Neill,  Miss  Doucey  of  the  Western 
Producer,  Miss  Amy  Roe  of  the  Country  Guide  and  Mrs,  M,  Stiles  of  the  Family 
Herald  and  Montreal  Star,    Mr,  Priestley  introduced  Miss  O'Neill,  Publicity 
Director  of  the  Alberta  Livestock  Co-operative,  who  in  turn  introduced  the 
other  ladies  who  spoke  briefly,    Mr.  Priestley  also  introduced  W.  Norman  Smith, 
editor  of  the  Western  Farm  Leader. 

31.  INCOME  TAX  EXEMPTION    (Macleod  Federal  C,A.),    "Be  it  resolved,  that  we 
ask  the  Dominion  Government  to  exempt  returned  men  from  taxation  for  the  number 
of  years  they  served  overseas," 

Moved  MacLeod,  Carey.  Carried, 

52.  INCOME  TAX  EXEMPTION  (Camrose  U,F.W.A.  Conf.),  "Whereas,  we  are  dis- 
satisfied with  the  Income  Tax  Act  in  its  present  form  inasmuch  as  farmers' 
wives  and  dependents  are  allowed  such  meagre  exemptions  for  their  work  which 
contributes  to  the  farmers'  income; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  farmers'  wives  be  allowed  at  least  $750,00  per 
year  exempt  from  taxation,  and  a  further  exemption  of  $400,00  be  allotted  for 
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each  dependent." 

Moved  Mrs,  Birchey.    Seconded  Mrs.  Smith. 

Moved  in  amendment  Mr.  MacLeod  to  delete  the  words  after  the  word  "tax". 
Seconded  Colvin. 

Moved  Jackson,  Semeroe  that  this  resolution  be  sent  back  for  redrafting. 
Carried . 

60.  INCOME  TAX.      (Milo  U.F.W.A.  Conf.)    "Whereas,  city  residents  when  building 
a  home  have  only  to  connect  up  with  utilities  already  provided  for  them,  and 

Whereas,  farmers  must  provide  these  utilities  themselves  at  high  cost  if  they 
are  to  enjoy  them,  and 

Whereas,  our  present  government  and  governmental  agencies  have  professed  their 
desire  that  farm  housing  should  be  improved  and  that  farm  living  standards  should 
be  raised,  and 

Whereas,  it  is  a  well  known  fact  that  farm  young  people  are  much  more  content 
to  stay  on  the  farm  viiere  general  farm  improvements  and  a  pleasant,  comfortable 
home  make  life  more  enjoyable,  and 

Whereas,  under  the  present  system  of  income  taxation  home  improvement  for  the 
average  farmer  is  definitely  discouraged; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  entire  cost  of  purchase  and  installation  of 
lighting  plants,  sewage  and  water  systems  in  the  farm  home  should  be  declared 
deductible  form  the  net  income." 

Moved  Mrs.  Osier,  Sutherland. 

Moved  R.  McBride  that  the  whole  matter  of  income  tax  be  tabled  until  after  the 
reports  of  the  A.F.A.  and  C.F.A.  had  been  read.    Seconded  Stasel.  Carried. 

BRIEF  OF  THE  ALBERTA  FEDERATION  OF  AGRICULTURE  ON  INCOME  TAX.    Mr.  MacLeod  a 
member  of  the  A.F.A.  Income  Tax  Committee  and  a  member  of  the  U.F.A.  Executive, 
read  the  A.F.A.  brief  and  discussed  the  same. 

Mr.  MacLeod  also  read  the  C.F.A.  brief  which  was  discussed  by  Mr.  Roy  Marler, 
president  of  the  A.F.A.  and  member  of  the  Executive  of  the  C.F.A, 

Many  questions  were  answered. 

29.  INCOME  TAX    (Hanna  Local  U.F.A.)      "Be  it  resolved,  that  we  express  our 
appreciation  of  the  action  of  the  Dominion  Government  in  giving  consideration 
and  action  to  the  request  of  the  farm  organizations  and  co-operatives  of  the 
west  for  a  five  year  average  in  the  matter  of  the  farmers  income  tax,  and 

Further  be  it  resolved,  that  we  endorse  the  brief  recently  presented  at  Ottawa 
by  the  Federation  of  Agriculture  on  the  question  of  income  tax." 

Moved  and  seconded. 

Moved  in  amendment  McBride,  Evans,  to  add  the  words  "and  urge  them  to  continue 
their  efforts  in  this  connection". 

Amendment  carried. 
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Resolution  as  amended  carried. 

REDRAFT  N0»  52  INCO^^E  TAX  EXEMPTION.      "Whereas,  it  is  a  well  established  fact 
that  the  farm  housewife  contributes  very  largely  to  the  farm  income,  and 

Whereas,  there  is  no  exemption  allowed  for  this  contribution  to  farm  income; 

Be  it  resolved,  that  we  urge  that  the  sum  of  $750.00  be  exempt  from  tsixation 
for  the  farm  wife." 

Moved  D,  MacLeod,  Jackson.  Carried. 

Moved  Sutherland,  Colvin  that  resolution  60  be  taken  from  the  table.  Carried. 

60.  INCOME  TAX.      Moved  in  amendment  that  we  add  to  the  resolution  "that  it  be 
done  in  the  form  of  depreciation  the  same  as  is  done  with  equipment." 
Seconded  Harris. 

Amendment  carried. 

Resolution  as  amended  carried. 

STATEMENT  FROM  CALGARY  HERALD.      President  drew  attention  to  a  statement 
appearing  in  the  evening  edition  of  the  Calgary  Herald  to  the  affect  that  the 
U.F.A.  Executive  had  stated  that  no  discussion  on  amalgamation  would  come  up 
at  this  convention.    Mr.  Church  stated  this  was  an  incorrect  statement. 

Moved  Mrs.  Lowe  that  we  adjourn  until  8:00  p.m.      Seconded  and  carried. 

WEDNESDAY  EVENING 

Mr.  Chiirch  in  the  chair. 

The  following  fraternal  delegates  spoke:    Ben  S,  Plumer,  chairman  of  the  Alberta 
Wheat  Pool,  Chas.  P.  Hayes,  vice-president  of  the  Alberta  Livestock  Co- 
operative and  Mr.  Russell,  vice-president  of  the  Alberta  Farmers'  Union. 

ADDRESS  OF  COLIN  GROFF.    Mr.  Groff,  secretary  of  the  Canadian  Federation  of 
Agriculture,  gave  a  splendid  address  on  the  work  of  the  Federation.    It  was 
agreed  to  have  same  made  available  to  the  delegates,  Mr.  Plumer  of  the  Wheat 
Pool  offering  to  take  care  of  reproducing  same. 

J.E.  Brownlee,  K.C,  thanked  Mr,  Groff  for  his  address. 

INTERNATIONAL  WHEAT  AGREEMENT.      Moved  Farnalls,  Cameron  that  the  farmers  of 
western  Canada  are  wholeheartedly  behind  an  international  wheat  agreement. 
Carried. 

Meeting  adjourned  at  9:30  p.m. 

THURSDAY  MORNING 

Mr.  Wood  in  the  chair. 

CO-OP.  REPORT.      Discussion  continued. 

On  point  of  privilege  Mr.  Sutherland  drew  attention  to  the  fact  that  Mr.  Spencer, 
chairman  of  the  Order  of  Business  Committee  had  been  in  attendance  at  the  birth 
of  the  U.F.A.  and  was  still  serving  the  Association,  and  asked  that  he  wear  the 
forty  year  ribbon  uhtil  the  close  of  the  convention. 
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Discussion  resumed  on  the  Co-op,  report.    Some  criticism  was  given  of  the 
A.L.C.  Show.    It  was  suggested  that  the  time  should  be  changed  or  CBX  should 
change  their  noon  broadcasts;  also  that  livestock  quotations  should  be  on  a 
dominion  basis. 

Questions  were  asked  with  regard  to  propane  gas,  farm  storage  tanks,  steel 
drums,  meter  trucks,  standardization  of  gas  and  oils,  etc.  The  motion  to 
receive  the  report  was  carried, 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  moved  to  the  Co-op.  Board  for  the  manner  in  which  they 
are  carrying  on  the  business  of  the  Co-op.;    also  to  J.E.  Brownlee,  K.C,  for 
the  splendid  work  done  in  separating  the  co-operative  and  educational  bodies. 

Seconded  and  carried  with  applause, 

C.P.R,  REPRESENTATIVE.    Mr.  R.  Almey,  Agricultural  Representative  of  the 
C.P.R.,  briefly  addressed  the  delegates, 

Mr.  Hennig  in  the  chair. 

REPORT  ON  AGRICULTURAL  PRICES  SUPPORT  BOARD.       Mr^^JJiafls,  representative  on 
the  Advisory  Committee  to  the  Agricultural  Prices  Support  Board,  reported  to 
the  convention  and  answered  questions  from  the  delegates, 

Mr.  Chiirch  moved  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Pharis  which  was  seconded  and 
carried  with  applause, 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT  OF  THE  CO-OP.  read  by  the  auditor,  Mr.  Nield. 

Moved  Schmaltz,  Ard,  that  the  report  be  accepted.  Discussion. 

Moved  Schmaltz  that  we  adjourn  until  2:00  p,m.      Seconded,  Carried, 

THURSDAY  AFTERNOON 

Mr.  Wood  in  the  chair. 

It  was  agreed  that  discussion  on  amalgamation  resolutions  be  taken  up  at  10:35 
Friday  morning, 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT.      Discussion  resumed. 
Motion  to  accept  was  carried, 

REDRAFT  OF  26.  RURAL  ELECIRIFICATION.      Whereas,  this  Organization  has  in 
previous  years  gone  on  record  asking  for  rural  electrification  under  government 
ownership  and  operation; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  reaffirm  our  stand  in  this  matter. 
Moved  Frey,  Farnalls,  Carried, 

17.  GRANT  FOR  EDUCATION    (VMtaskiwin  Federal  C.A.).      Whereas,  market  and  rural 
hospital  roads  as  maintained  today  are  inadequate; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  Provincial  Government  grant  to  municipalities 
for  road  building  be  increased. 

Moved  Harris,  McKinnon. 
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Moved  that  the  resolution  be  referred  back  for  redrafting  to  include  the 
points  brought  out  in  the  discussion.  Carried. 

19.  COMMITTEE  ON  ROADS  (Hanna  Local  U.F.A.).      Whereas,  it  is  apparent  that 
the  present  method  of  construction  of  hard  sufaced  highways  fail  to  meet  the 
problems  of  low  temperatures  and  traffic  conditions  on  Alberta  highways,  and 

Whereas,  immediately  to  the  south  of  us  in  the  neighboring  States  of  Idaho, 
Montana,  Minnesota  and  the  Dakotas,  there  are  equally  low  temperatures  with 
much  greater  density  of  traffic  with  roadways  which  are  giving  satisfaction 
both  in  maintenance  and  d\3r ability; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  the  provincial  government  to  appoint  a 
committee  to  visit  and  study  road  construction  and  maintenance  in  the  States 
mentioned  and  report  on  same  to  the  government,  and 

Further  be  it  resolved,  that  the  organized  farming  and  trucking  industries  be 
represented  on  such  a  committee. 

Moved  Sutherland,  Cameron.  Carried, 

20.  ROADS  IN  CENTRALIZED  SCHOOL  DISTRICTS    (Wetaskiwin  Federal  C.A.)  Whereas 
centralized  schools  are  handicapped  in  operation  of  school  buses  by  the  poor 
state  of  our  country  roads; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  Provincial  Government  earmark  a  special 
grant  for  the  gravelling  of  roads  in  areas  where  a  centralized  school  is  in 
operation. 

Moved  Pritchard.  Seconded, 

Moved  in  amendment  Spencer  to  add  the  words  "where  necessary"  after  the  word 
"road"  in  the  implementing  clause.    Seconded  Mrs.  Larson, 

Amendment  carried. 

Moved  in  amendment  McBride,  Farrar,  to  insert  "for  maintaining  of  roads  in 
impossible  conditions'.' 

Amendment  to  the  amendment  lost. 

Resolution  as  amended  carried. 

Mr.  Hennig  in  the  chair. 

21.  MAINTENANCE  OF  PEACE  RIVER  HIGHWAY    (North  Peace  D.A.)    Resolved,  that  we 
ask  our  provincial  government  to  provide  proper  maintenance  of  the  Peace  Rive 
high^vay  by  heavy  machinery  instead  of  light  maintenance  by  machinery  not 
suitable  for  the  work. 

No  mover, 

22.  SUNSHINE  TRAIL  (Macleod  Federal  CA.)    Whereas,  the  Sunshine  Trail  at  the 
present  time  has  apparently  been  abandoned  in  that  no  work  has  been  done  on 
pacts  of  it  for  months,  and 

Whereas,  the  market  roads  on  either  side  of  thi  s  road  have  been  built  up  to 
connect  with  this  road,  and 
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Whereas,  this  road  acts  as  a  service  lane  from  points  east  of  Hi^h  River  to 
the  hospital,  and  also  is  used  as  a  school  van  route; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  since  the  upkeep  of  this  road  is  in  the  hands 
of  the  provincial  government,  we  petition  the  provincial  government  to 
immediately  repair  this  road  and  make  it  usable. 

No  mover. 

27.  ENABLING  LEGISLATION  RE  WHEAT  BOARD,  (Hanna  Local  U.F.A.)    Whereas,  it  is 
quite  evident  that  the  organized  farmers  of  the  three  prairie  provinces  are  in 
accord  in  their  desire  to  have  the  Canada  Wheat  Board  handle  all  grain  sold 
in  commercial  channels,  and 

Whereas,  the  Dominion  Government  had  promised  and  provided  such  legislation  for 
the  1948  crop  with  the  proviso  that  the  three  provinces  pass  such  enabling 
le  gi  slati  on ,  and 

Whereas,  only  one  province  made  such  provision; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  the  provincial  government  to  make  such 
legislation  available  at  the  first  session  of  the  Alberta  legislature. 

Moved  Sutherland  and  seconded. 

Moved  McBride  that  we  postpone  discussion  on  this  resolution  until  resolution 
No.  45  had  been  considered.    Seconded  A.B.  Wood.  Carried, 

45.  SALS  OF  COARSE  GRAINS  BY  VfflEAT  BOARD.     (Acadia  Provincial  C.A.)  Whereas, 
the  policy  of  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta  for  many  years  has  been  in  favour 
of  the  national  marketing  of  our  grain,  and 

Whereas,  a  great  flood  of  organized  opposition,  chiefly  sponsored  by  the 
organized  grain  trade,  has  recently  been  widely  distributed; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this  convention  once  more  reaffirm  its  approval 
of  the  principle  of  marketing  all  our  grain  through  the  Dominion  Wheat  Board, 

Moved  Frey,  Westphal.  Carried, 

Moved  Cameron,  Schmaltz  to  add  to  the  resolution  "Further,  that  we  ask  our 
provincial  government  to  call  a  conference  of  western  governments  and  farm 
organizations  with  the  aim  of  reaching  effective  agreement  on  this  important 
matter. 

It  was  agreed  to  leave  further  discussion  until  Friday  as  the  time  had  arrived 
for  the  election  of  Co-op.  directors. 

J.T.  HULL  of  the  Manitoba  Wheat  Fool  briefly  addressed  the  delegates.    He  stated 
the  Manitoba  Wheat  Pool  at  its  recent  meeting  had  reaffirmed  its  stand  on  the 
Wheat  Board  handling  coarse  grains, 

Mr.  Church  moved  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Hull  for  his  remarks.    Seconded  and 
carried  with  applause, 

QUESTION  OF  PRIVILEGE.      Mr,  Colvin  asked  to  be  allowed  to  bring  a  very  important 
matter  to  the  attention  of  the  delegates.    He  stated  it  had  been  drawn  to  his 
attention  that  two  of  the  U.F.A.  directors,  Mr,  Famalls  and  Mr.  Cameron,  had 
been  working  against  laid  down  principles  of  the  organization.    Mr.  Cameron 
opposing  amalgamation  and  Mr.  Famalls  speaking  against  the  Wheat  Board  handling 
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coarse  grains.    Mr.  Cameron  stated  he  had  at  no  time  mentioned  coarse  grains 
in  his  talks  to  locals  neither  had  he  been  against  amalgamation  but  had 
brought  some  matters  to  the  attention  of  his  members  for  their  information. 

Mr.  Farnalls  stated  that  the  article  Mr.  Colvin  referred  to  had  been  sent  to 
U.F.A.  locals  after  permission  had  been  given  by  the  U.F.A,  Board  that  it 
could  be  sent  vdthout  comment.    He  had  advised  the  U.F.A,  he  was  submitting 
the  same  letter  to  the  press. 

Mr.  Blain  of  Hanna  had  replied  to  the  letter  and  Mr.  Farnalls  had  answered 
him.  Mr.  Farnalls  stated  he  was  not  against  amalgamation  but  felt  that  we 
must  have  certain  principles  laid  down  for  amalgamation. 

Moved  Bentley,  that  we  adjourn  now  for  election  of  Co-op,  directors  and  re- 
assemble at  9:30  Friday.      Seconded  and  carried, 

THURSDAY  EVENING 

Get-together  dance, 

FRIDAY  MORNING 

Mr,  Hennig  in  the  chair, 

ENABLING  LEGISLATION.    Discussion  resumed.    Resolution  carried. 

Moved  Cameron  and  seconded,  that  we  ask  our  provincial  government  to  call  a 
conference  of  western  governments  with  the  aim  of  reaching  effective  agreement 
of  the  passing  of  enabling  legislation  in  connection  with  coarse  grains. 

Carried. 

CRITICISM  OF  TWO  DIRECTORS.      Discussion  resumed.      Moved  McGorman,  Scheldt, 
that  this  matter  be  referred  to  Acadia  and  Camrose  constituencies. 

This  was  later  withdrawn  in  favor  of  the  following  resolution:    Moved  Muir,  ■ 
seconded,  that  in  view  of  the  statement  of  censorship  of  these  two  men  that  we 
pass  a  vote  of  confidence  in  the  integrity  of  Mr.  Cameron  and  Mr.  Farnalls 
in  the  duties  they  have  performed.    Carried  by  a  large  majority, 

Mr,  A,B,  Wood  in  the  chair. 

15.  (Sup,)  PRICE  OF  WHEAT  (U.F.A,  Board)    Whereas,  for  several  years  the 
Canadian  farmer  has  suffered  considerable  loss  because  wheat  for  domestic 
consumption  was  sold  at  a  figure  of  $1,25  which  was  below  not  only  the  world 
price  but  even  under  the  British  price,  and 

Whereas,  the  Canadian  farmer  has  never  been  recompensed  for  this  loss,  and 

Whereas,  the  Canadian  producer  of  wheat  has  been  obliged  to  accept  less  than 
the  world  price  under  the  British  agreement; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  request  the  Canadian  government  to  make 
provision  so  that  the  producer  will  receive  at  least  ^2,00  for  all  wheat 
delivered  during  the  five  year  period. 

Moved  Church,  Sutherland.  Carried. 
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U.E«F»B«      Mr.  Hanson  of  the  United  Emergency  Fund  for  Britain  spoke  briefly 
urging  the  delegates  to  give  support  to  the  drive  now  being  put  on  across 
Canada  to  raise  funds  to  send  food  to  Britain.    The  quota  for  Alberta  is 
$400,000.  and  for  southern  Alberta  $200,000. 

28,  REPAIR  PARTS  FOR  FARM  MCHINERY  (Acadia  Provincial  C.A.).      Whereas,  we 
understand  that  in  the  Province  of  Manitoba  and  Saskatchewan  there  is 
legislation  which  compels  machinery  companies  to  maintain  a  supply  of  machine 
parts  and  repairs  for  ten  years  after  the  sale  of  any  particular  machine; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  our  Provincial  Government  to  pass 
legislation  giving  the  farmers  of  this  Province  similar  protection. 

Withdrawn  as  this  is  now  the  law. 

16.  ROYAL  COMSSION  ON  FREIGHT  RATES  (U.F.A.  Board)    Whereas,  it  is  now  evident 
that  a  proper  enquiry  into  the  Canadian  railway  freight  structure  cannot  be 
accomplished  under  the  limited  scope  of  an  enquiry  by  the  Board  of  Transport 
Commissioners; 

Be  it  resolved,  that  we  support  the  request  of  seven  of  the  Canadian  provinces 
for  a  full  enquiry  for  a  Royal  Commission  at  an  early  date. 

Moved  McBride,  Cameron.  Carried. 

17.  CATTLE  GRAZING  IN  FOREST  RESERVES    (U.F.A.  Board)    Whereas,  big  game  is 
considered  a  national  asset,  and 

Whereas,  these  animals  in  certain  districts  cause  considerable  damage,  and 
financial  loss  to  the  farmers  and  ranchers; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  Dominion  Government  be  urged  to  investigate 
the  possibilities  of  controlling  more  carefully  the  gra25ing  of  cattle  on  the 
forest  reserves  or  else  reimburse  the  said  farmers  and  ranchers. 

Moved  Hart,    Seconded  and  carried. 

The  ladies  came  into  the  meeting  at  this  time, 

NOMINATIONS  FOR  TWO  MEMBERS  AT  URGE  OF  THE  CO-OP.  BOARD.    The  following  were 
nominated : 


J.K.  Sutherland 

by 

Byler 

C.A.  Fawcett 

Flock 

Ed.  Ness 

Mrs.  Douglass 

A.B.  Wood 

Carey 

R.  Hennig 

Mrs.  Lowe 

Donald  MacLeod 

Williams 

A.B.  McGorman 

Scheldt 

Syd .  Hepburn 

Grierson 

J.M.  Bent ley 

Farnalls 

D.H.  Smith 

J.  Frey 

P.  Farnalls 

McGorman 

Miss  M.  Coupland 

Mrs,  Gillespie 

Mrs.  W.C.  Taylor 

Mrs.  MacLeod 

James  Cameron 

Hille 

Ray  Wood 

Serena 

C.T.  Armstrong 

Degg 

Itrs,  M.E.  Lowe 

Ifrs.  Edwards 
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Moved  Harris,  Biggs  that  nominations  cease.  Carried. 

The  following  vd.thdrew:    Messrs.  Fawcett,  Ness,  MacLeod,  Bentley,  Farnalls, 
Ray  VJood,  Miss  Coupland,  Mrs.  Taylor  and  Ifrs.  Lowe. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  vote  should  be  taken  by  preferential  ballot, 

REPORT  OF  THE  CONTACT  COMMITTEE.    "Your  Committee  wish  to  report  that  the 
Contact  Committee  composed  of  the  executives  of  both  organizations  have  met 
three  times  since  the  last  U.F.A,  Convention.    At  the  first  meeting  of  the 
committee  the  draft  constitution  which  was  approved  by  the  U.F.A.  Board  last 
January  was  submitted  for  the  purpose  of  study  and  to  be  dealt  with  at  the 
next  meeting  which  was  held  on  August  27th. 

"After  a  thorough  discussion  on  the  various  matters  included  in  the  draft 
constitution  it  was  finally  accepted  and  agreed  that  copies  be  forwarded  to 
all  locals  and  also  be  available  to  all  delegates  attending  the  joint  con- 
vention. 

"With  respect  to  the  women's  and  junior  sections,  it  was  agreed  that  Miss 
Birch  would  act  as  their  secretary  on  a  temporary  basis. 

"A  sub-committee  was  named  to  rezone  the  province  on  a  geographical  and  popula- 
tion basis    instead  of  the  present  U.F.A.  federal  constituency  basis.  This 
work  is  now  proceeding. 

It  was  agreed  to  recommend  to  our  convention  that  the  Central  Office  of  the  new 
body  be  located  in  Edmonton. 

"All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted". 

Moved  Hennig,  Mrs.  Lowe  that  the  report  be  adopted.  Carried. 

6.  AMALGAMATION  OF  ALBERTA  FARM  ORGANIZATIONS  (Acadia  Prov.  C.A.).  Whereas, 
amalgamation  of  the  U.F.A.  and  A.F.U.  will  result  in  building  of  a  strong  farm 
organization  only  if  it  is  possible  to  hold  the  membership  together  on  a 
permanent  basis,  and 

Whereas,  a  farm  organization  must  be  assured  of  an  adequate  and  stable  income 
if  it  is  to  function  effectively,  and 

Whereas,  after  wasting  much  of  its  energy  for  many  years  in  collecting  annual 
dues  and  in  trying  to  hold  its  membership  together,  the  U.F.A,  organization 
finally  achieved  stability  and  is  steadily  increasing  its  membership  by  the 
collection  of  membership  dues  through  co-operative  dividends,  and 

Whereas,  the  greatest  measure  of  success  can  be  attained  only  by  the  co- 
ordinated effort  of  the  various  types  of  farm  organizations  which  have  a  common 
membership; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we,  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta  reconsider 
the  whole  matter  of  amalgamation  and  proceed  to  plan  for  uniting  all  the  farm 
bodies  of  Alberta  into  one  organization  assxired  of  financial  stability, 
permanent  membership  and  the  greatest  possible  measure  of  imity  by  the  in- 
clusion of  the  Alberta  Federation  of  Agriculture  in  any  union  of  farm  organiza- 
tions in  Alberta, 
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Mr.  Church  recommended  that  this  resolution  be  referred  to  the  Joint  Con- 
vention.     Seconded  Famalls, 

Moved  Cameron  as  a  substitute  motion,  "Whereas,  it  is  obviously  desirable 
that  all  the  farmers  of  Alberta  speak  vdth  one  voice  in  a  common  organized 
membership; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  joint  convention  proceed  to  plan  for 
iiniting  all  farm  bodies  of  Alberta  including  the  A.F.A.,  in  the  proposed 
amalgamated  organization. 

Seconded,      The  motion  to  substitute  carried. 

After  lengthy  discussion  moved  D.  MacLeod  that  the  question  be  now  put. 
Seconded  and  carried. 

Resolution  lost. 

Meeting  adjourned  at  12:10  until  2:00  p.m. 

FRIDAY  AFTERNOON 

Mr.  Hennig  in  the  chair. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS.    Ifr.  Spencer  moved  that  we  go  on  with  resolutions  until 
3:00  p.m.  when  Mr.  C.C.  Gant,  manager  of  Co-op.  Life  for  Alberta,  would 
address  the  delegates.    Seconded.  Carried. 

18.  REFUG-ES  FOR  WILD  LIFE  (U.F.A.  Board).      Whereas,  it  is  highly  desirable 
in  the  interest  of  Canada  that  our  wild  life  be  conserved  to  the  fullest 
extent  possible,  and 

Whereas,  only  a  small  percentage  of  these  animals  and  birds  can  be  confined, 
and 

Whereas,  the  animals  and  birds,  particularly  ducks,  cause  considerable  damage 
to  farmers  for  which  such  farmers  should  be  compensated; 

We  strongly  urge  that  the  government  should: 

(1)  Provide  refuges  for  such  animals  and  fowl; 

(2)  Compensate  farmers  suffering  damage  on  a  fair  basis,  and 

(3)  Collect  the  money  necessary  by  sufficiently  increasing  the  fees  for  hunter's 
licenses. 

Moved  Cameron,  McBride.  Carried. 

12.  ST.  UWRENGE  SEAVJAY  (Acadia  Federal  C.A.).      Whereas,  recent  political 
changes  in  the  United  States  indicate  that  the  possibility  of  iimnediate  agree- 
ment in  and  early  construction  of  the  St,  Lawrence  seaway  project  are  now  more 
favourable  than  ever  before; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  urge  upon  the  Dominion  Government  the  great- 
est possible  co-operation  with  the  U,S,  Government  to  the  end  that  this  project 
be  put  under  construction  with  the  least  possible  delay. 

Moved  Sutherland,  Wild.  Carried. 


13.  (Sup.)  NORTHERN  PAY  (Clairmont  U.F.A.  Local). 


Whereas,  the  Civil  Service 
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Association  are  askinr  for  "Northern  Pay"  for  their  merribers  who  are  em- 
ployed in  localities  situated  north  of  the  55  parallel  which  rims 
ten  miles  south  of  Grande  Prairie,  and 

Whereas,  certain  federal  employees  includin*^  R.C.A.F.  personnel  are 
already  receiving  "Northern  pay"  in  this  well  settled  Peace  River 
area,  and 

VJ'hereas,  "Northern  Pay"  is  intended  for  people  employed  in  far  north- 
ern areas,  and 

Whereas,  the  people  who  pioneered  this  part  of  Alberta  vriLthout  any 
such  inducements  will  have  to  help  pay  these  extras  and  feel  this 
injustice  very  keenly; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  an  enquiry  be  held  and  that  the  57 
parallel  be  recommended  as  the  starting  point  for  "Northern  Pay"  in 
Alberta, 

Moved  Sayle,  Flint. 

Moved  in  amendment  Sutherland,  Pritchard,  to  add  the  words  "northern 
branches"  before  the  wvds  "CiAril  Service  Association". 

Amendment  carried. 

Resolution  as  amended  carried. 

J.M,  Wheat ley  in  the  chair, 

14.    BERRY  CRSEK  AND  RED  RIVER  DAMS.  (Acadia  Federal  C.A.)  Vfiiereas, 
the  P.F.R.A,  has  been  very  prompt  in  completing  the  Carolside  dam 
on  the  Berry  Creek  and 

Whereas  they  have  promised  to  complete  a  similar  dam  on  Sounding  Creek 
in  1949  as  the  first  step  in  the  Red  Deer  River  irrigation  project; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  extend  our  hearty  thanks  and  appreciation 
to  the  P.F.R.A.  for  their  r-romptness  in  carrying  out  this  project  and 
earnestly  urge  a  start  at  the  earliest  possible  moment  on  the  main  Red 
Deer  River  dam  at  Ardley  to  f-ed  the  smaller  dams  v^hich  are  nov;  to  be 
completed,  and  further  urge  the  provincial  government  to  give  its  full- 
est co-operation  in  forwarding  this  project. 

Moved  Cameron,  Sutherland,  Carried, 

9.    COi.jDE]^fflATION  INSURANCE    (Blindman  Valley  Local  U.F,A,)  Whereas, 
condemnation  insurance  on  livestock  delivered  at  the  packing  plants 
is  paid  for  by  the  producer  and  collected  by  the  packing  plants,  and 

Whereas,  in  the  v:est  our  livestock  today  are  very  healthy,  few  being 
condemned; 

Resolved,  that  the  packing  plants  be  a.ade  to  publish  a  full  report  on 
the  insurance  collected  and  the  loss  of  value  of  the  animals  condemned. 
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Moved  Wild.    Seconded  Frey,  Carried. 

8.  ARTHRITIS.  (Grand  Meadov^  Local  U.F.W.A.)  ^•^hereas,  arthritis  is 
now  considered  to  be  one  of  the  major  health  problems  of  Canada,  and 

V/hereas,  the  nation's  health  should  be  one  of  the  first  considerations 
of  a  nation's  governinentj 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  petition  the  Federal  Government  to  take 
immediate  steps  towards  further  research  work  and  that  hospital  treat- 
ment for  victims  of  arthritis  be  provided,  the  cost  in  this  connection 
to  be  assumed  by  the  Federal  Government. 

Moved  Sutherland.    Seconded ,  Carried, 

ROYALTY  FOR  QVmERS  OF  SURFACE  RIGHTS  (covering  11  in  sup.)  (Delia  U.F.A.) 
Be  it  resolved,  that  the  o^/mers  of  surface  rights  on  oil  lands  shall 
receive  a  gross  royalty  of  five  percent  from  oil  production  on  their 
lands. 

Moved  Wild,  Sutherland. 

Moved  in  amendment  Cameron,  King  that  we  substitute  resolution  11  for 
this.  Carried, 

11,    FARI€RRS'  SHARE  OF  OIL  ROYALTIES  (Acadlia  Federal  C,A.)    V^Jhereas,  the 
oil  companies  and  the  provincial  government  are  reaping  rich  reward 
from  oil  companies  on  farmers'  land  without  compensating  the  farmer 
adequately; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  farmers  receive  a  fair  share  of  oil 
royalties. 

Moved  in  amendment,  seconded  Harris,  to  strike  out  the  words  "fair  share 
of  oil  royalties"  and  insert  the  words  "adequate  compensation". 

Amendment  carried. 

Moved  in  amendment  Duncan  to  as  a  further  clause  "Further  that  farmer 
representation  be  added  to  the  Arbitration  Board", 

Seconded,    Amendment  carried. 

Resolution  as  amended  carried, 

CO-OP  LIFE  INSURANCE,    Mr.  C.C.  Gamt.  Alberta  Manager  of  Co-op  Life 
reported  on  the  business  done  so  far  by  Co-op.  Life  and  dealt  with  their 
group  insurance  plan, 

REPORT  OF  CREDENTIALS  COM^IITTEE.    Mr.  Ward  reported  on  behalf  of  the 
Credentials  Committ  that  there  were  123  U.F.A,  delegates 

94  U.F.W.A,  delegates 
3  Junior  delegates 
35  Officers  and  directors 
255 

and  moved  that  the  Pool  Rate  be  set  at  $14.00. 


Seconded  Farnalls.  Carried, 
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BALLOTS    for  election  of  two  directors  at  lar^e  were  distributed. 

Moved  Stasel,  Jackson  that  the  candidates  briefly  address  the 
delegates.  Carried, 

CO-OP  LIFE.    Discussion  resumed. 

Moved  King,  and  seconded  that  we  thank  Mr.  Gant  for  his  address. 
Carried  with  applause. 

Moved  Westphal,  Stebbing  that  the  matter  of  group  insurance  through 
U.F.A,  Co-op.  be  referred  to  the  board  for  further  study  and  if  found 
feasible  that  it  be  put  into  operation.  Carried. 

Attention  was  drawn  to  the  fact  thai  the  word  "proposed"  should  be 
added  to  the  front  of  the  pam-nhlet  distributed  re  group  insurance. 

3.    maOR  DAY  AT  U.F.A.  COWEmON  (Macleod-East  Calgary  Convention  1947) 
Be  it  resolved,  that  the  U.F.A,  give  a  half  day  to  Junior  work  as  well 
as  the  half  day  given  over  by  the  U.F.W.A, 

Moved.    Seconded  Hart.  Carried, 

36.  POLISH  VETERANS  A_ND  COMRACTS  (covers  37)  (MacLeod  Federal  C.A.) 
Whereas,  many  Polish  veterans  who  make  yearly  contracts  with  farmers 
are  breaking  their  contracts,  and 

Whereas,  the  Immigration  Department  supervises  and  checks  up  to  see  that 
the  farmer  carries  out  his  part  of  the  contract,  and  takes  no  responsibility 
re  contracts  broken  by  the  Polish  veterans; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  Department  should  undertake  stricter 
supervision  of  these  two-way  contracts. 

Moved.    Seconded  Hart  and  carried. 

39 ♦  CtRADING  OF  CLOTHES  AI'ID  FOOTVfS/iR  (Vjetaskiwin  Federal  C.A.)  mereas, 
farm  produce  such  as  meats,  poultry,  eggs,  cream  and  butter  are  marketed 
or  sold  on  a  graded  basis,  and 

V/hereas,  when  some  of  the  necessities  of  life  are  purchased  we  are  often 
deceived  by  poor  and  trashy  material,  especially  children's  footwear,  and 

Whereas,  there  is  no  grade  label  attached; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  the  Government  to  see  that  all 
material  used  in  footwear  and  work  clothing  is  sold  according  to  grade. 

Moved  Westphal,  King.  Carried. 

40.    PRICE  OF  Bir-IDER  nilM    (North  Peace  D.A.)    Whereas,  the  price  of 
binder  twine  has  increased  greatly  during  the  past  year,  and 

Whereas,  we  can  see  no  justification  for  this  increase; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  request  the  Department  of  Trade  and 
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Commerce  to  rive  us  a  satisfactory  explanation  for  this  increase. 
Moved  Harris.    Seconded.  Carried. 

41.  PRICS  OF  Fkmi  MACHIMY  (Elnora  Local  U.F.A.)    Resolved,  that  an 
ec^ual  price  for  farm  machinery  be  established  all  over  Canada,  and 
further  that  such  prices  be  advertised  in  the  press* 

Moved  Duncan,  King.  Carried, 

42.  SHORTAGE  OF  NAILS  (Wetaski\d.n  Federal  C.A.)    Whereas,  nails  are  in 
short  supply  so  much  so  that  nails  for  ordinary  farm  repairs  can  only  be 
obtained  with  extreme  difficulty,  and 

Whereas,  "black-market"  or  "grey-market"  operations  are  making  the 
situation  worse  and  unduly  increasing  the  price; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  U.F.A,  repeat  with  emphasis  its  protest 
to  the  Government  on  the  scarcity  and  mal-distribution  of  nails. 

Moved.    Seconded.  Carried. 

43 »    CBX  (VJetaskivdn  Federal  C.A.)    lifhereas,  the  U  F,A,  has  consistently 
supported  the  activities  of  the  CBC,  and 

Whereas,  the  CBC  has  opened  a  new  station  at  Lacombe,  thus  providing  better 
service  to  Alberta  listeners j 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this  convention  go  on  record  as  commending 
and  welcoming  the  opening  of  the  Lacombe  Station  CBX, 

Moved  Sutherland.    Seconded  Farrar. 

Moved  in  amendment  Spencer  to  add  "Be  it  further  resolved,  that  we  re- 
affirm our  endorsation  of  public  control  of  radio  broadcasting.  Seconded 
Flock. 

Amendment  carried.    Resolution  as  amended  carried, 

44*    DAI-IP  GRAIN    (North  Peace  D,A.)    Resolved,  that  when  grain  is  damp 
as  it  \^as  in  1947,  that  damp  wheat  be  taken  in  and  moved  out  in  preference 
to  dry  and  tough  grain;  also  that  the  Canadian  isTieat  Board  take  over  the 
supplying  of  empty  cars  and  that  elevators  be  prohibited  from  taking  in 
dry  or  tough  grain  while  damp  grain  is  being  offered,  and 

Further,  that  the  railway  keei^  em.nty  cars  movin    to  the  Edmonton  dryer 
and  then  back  to  the  shipninT  point  v^hich  would  brino;  emnties  back  to 
shipr^ing  ^oint  in  one  v/eek  instead  of  -rain  movin'-  to  Fort  Vlilliam  or 
Vancouver  and  takin~  one  month  to  six  v/eeks  to  return. 

No  mover. 

46      HUDSON  BAY  RAILROAD  (Acadia  Provincial  C.A.)    Whereas,  western  lands 
in  the  form  of  pre-emption  and  i-,urchased  homesteads  were  sold  at  $3.00 
per  acre  by  the  Doiriinion  Government  and  the  nroceeds  used  for  the  building 
of  a  railroad  to  the  natural  sea^^ort  o^^  Churchill,  and 

VJhereas,  the  railroad  since  beine  built  even  thou  h  over  HOC  irdles  shorter 
to  the  Liverpool  market    has  never  been  driven  a  fair  trial,  and 
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V/hereas,  this  railroad  has  been  built  and  paid  for  by  western  farmers 
and  is  free  of  overhead  debt ,  and 

Whereas,  we  object  to  continuously  payine;  the  extra  rates  of  the  longer 

shiT:ir)ing  routes; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  Dominion  Government  throup-h  the  Wheat 
Board  see  that  at  least  15,000,000  bushels  of  the  annual  wheat  cron  be 
handled  through  Churchill, 

Moved  Sutherland,  Flock. 

Moved  in  amendm  nt  Duncan,  Sutherland,  to  add  "that  we  ask  the  Canadian 
Government  to  advertise  in  Britain  the  advanta.^es  of  using  the  Hudson 
Bay  Route. 

Amendment  carried. 

Resolution  as  amended  carried. 

41.    DEGRADING  RED  BOBS  222.     (Macleod  West  U.F.W.A.  Conf.)  I*ereas, 
there  are  insufficient  supplies  of  wheat  seed  of  a  suitable  variety  to 
replace  Red  Bobs; 

Resolved,  that  we  therefore  oppose  the  de;^rading  of  Red  Bobs  222. 
Moved  Hart,  Schmaltz, 

Moved  in  amendment  Hennig  to  add  "until  such  time  as  we  have  sufficient 
wheat  of  a  suitable  variety  available."    Seconded  Sutherland, 

Amendment  carried. 

Resolution  as  amended  carried, 

CONGRATULATIONS  TO  JACK  ALLSOP.    Be  it  resolved,  that  this  U.F.A.  Conven- 
tion most  heartily  congratulate  Jack  Allsop  of  Red  Deer  on  his  double 
victory,  the  Grand  Championship  in  wheat  at  Toronto  and  the  title  of 
World  Wheat  Kin?;  at  Chicago. 

Moved,  seconded  and  carried  with  a^-iplause. 

Moved  Cameron,  Scheldt  that  the  U.F.A.  join  >ri. th  other  orp-anizations  in 
Alberta  in  offering  confrratulations  to  Mr.  Allsop  in  a  more  tangible  way. 
Carried. 

Meetin-  adjourned  at  5:00  p.m.  imtil  8:00  p.m. 

FRIDAY  EVENING 

Mr.  Hennig  in  the  chair. 

A  letter  of  greeting  and  b  est  lAdshes  was  read  from  M.G.  Gudlaugson  former 
director  for  Peace  River  South.    Received  vdth  applause. 

Moved  Cameron,  Farnalls,  that  we  reply  to  Mr.  Gudlau?son  exr^ressing  regrets 
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that  he  is  not  able  to  be  rresent.  Carried, 

INCOME  TAX.    Mr.  MacLeod  irade  the  statement  that  a  nexv  ruling  of  the 
Income  Tax  Department  v;as  that  nersons  over  65  years  of  ape  are  allowed 
an  extra  $500,00  exemption. 

FRATERNAL  DELErrATSS.  Mr.  J.M.  V/heatley  brouqht  greetings  from  the 
Association  of  Rural  Municipalities  and  Mr.  Howard  VJright  from  the 
Alberta  Seed  Growers  Co-operative  Ltd, 

On  behalf  of  the  Agricultural  Sectionof  the  C.P.R,  and  the  delegates 
present,  Mr.  IVheatley  presented  the  secretary..  Miss  Birch,  with  a  basket 
of  flovrers, 

19 «    SPRAYING  ROAD  ALLOWANCES.     (Junior  U.F.A.  Conf.)    Be  it  resolved, 
that  we  urge  the  municipalities  to  put  into  operation  as  soon  as 
possible  their  plan  to  provide  ma-  hinerjr  for  sriraying  weeds  on  the 
road  allowances. 


Moved.    Seconded  Ness  and  carried, 

ORDER  OF  BU-INESS.  Mr.  Spencer  moved  that  we  take  up  a  board  resolution 
on  amalgamation  at  this  time.    Seconded  and  carried. 

DIRECTORS  AT  LARGE.    Mr.  Ward,  chairman  of  the  Credentials  Comrrdtte^, 
reported  that  Messrs.  Wood  and  Hennig  had  been  elected  as  directors 
at  large  of  the  Co-op, 

CO-OP  BOARD.    The  following  slate  of  directors  was  approved  on  motion 
of  Cameron,  McGorman: 


Zone  1  -  M.H.  Ward,  Arrovmood 

2  -  Geo.  E.  Church,  Balzac 

3  -  Jake  Frev,  Ameson 

4  -  Mrs.  N.D.  Lehman,  Cararose 

5  -  G.L.  Pritchard,  VJetaskiwin 

6  -  Geo.  MacLachlan,  Clyde 

7  -  Geo.  Sa- le,  Clairmont 

at  large  -  A.B.  Wood,  Dewberry  and  R.  Hennig  Fort  Saskatchewan, 


AitALGAMATION.    Be  it  resolved,  that  v/e  reaffirm  our  stand  taken  at  the 
1-st  U.F.A.  Convention  that  one  of  the  conditions  of  amalgamation  shall 
be  continued  membership  in  and  undivided  support  of,  both  the  Alberta 
Federation  of  Agriculture  and  the  Canadian  Federation  of  Agriculture, 

Moved  Farnalls,  Spencer.    Carried  with  one  dissenting  vote. 

Moved  Farnalls  that  the  follovdng  resolutions  dealing  with  amalgamation 
be  referred  to  the  Joint  Convention  without  comment  -  6-7-8-9-10-11-12- 
13-14  in  the  program  and  1-5-6  in  the  supplement. 

Seconded  Spencer.  Carried, 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS.  Moved  Sr^encer  that  resoltuion  5  in  the  program  and  2 
in  the  supplement  be  now  discussed.    Seconded  and  carried. 


5,  DECLARATION  RS  COI-IMUNISM.  (Halkirk  Local  U.F.A,)  Resolved,  that  all 
delegates  to  any  joint  convention  called  to  implement  amalgamation  of  the 
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A.F.U,  and  the  U.F.A,  be  re-uired  to  sign  a  declaration  to  the  effect 
that  they  are  not  nor  have  durin^-  the  last  five  years,  been  supporters 
or  members  of  the  Coinraunist  or  Labor  Progressive  Party. 

Mr.  McBride  made  a  statement  in  connection  with  this  resolution  which 
was  later  withdrawn. 

2.    PtATIFICATION  OF  AMALGAI'IATION      (Acadia  Federal  C.A.)    Whereas,  the 
U.F.A.  and  A.F.U,  are  going  to  hold  a  joint  convention  to  discuss 
amalgamation  of  the  two  organizations,  and 

l#iereas,  the  terms  of  amalgamation  and  objectives  of  the  ne;  organiza- 
tion will  be  determined  at  that  convention,  and 

Whereas,  decisions  reached  at  the  joint  convention  are  to  be  binding 
on  all  U.F.A.  members; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  decisions  reached  at  the  joint  con- 
vention be  referred  back  to  the  membership  of  the  U.F.A.  for  ratifica- 
tion. 

Moved  Cameron,  Farnalls. 

Moved  in  amendment  Mr.  McBride  to  delete  in  the  last  line  the  words  "to 
the  U.F.A.  for  ratification"  and  insert  -  "to  the  U.F.A.  dele:7;ates 
present  at  the  joint  convention  for  ratification  by  secret  ballot." 

On  a  point  of  privilege  a  delegate  asked  if  this  resolution  was  in  order 
and  on  the  chairman  saying  it  was,  he  challen-Ted  his  naling.    The  con- 
vention upheld  the  ruling  of  the  chair. 

On  the  vote  being  rut  the  resolution  was  lost. 

21.  DAM}ER  SIGNS.  (Junior  U.F.A.  Conf.)    l/iJhereas,  many  roads  are  very 
poorly  marked  to  indicate  washouts,  etc; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  urge  all  municipalities  to  see  that 
all  roads  are  properly  marked  to  show  danger  spots. 

Moved  Hart.    Seconded  and  carried, 

23.    MUMCIPALITIES  AI^ID  ROADS    (Junior  U.F.A.  Conference)  Whereas, 
farmers  are  put  to  groat  inconvenience  and  expense  through  poor  roads; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  v;e  urge  the  urual  municipalities  in  co- 
operation with  the  provincial  government  to  spend  more  mone^;^  on  the 
building  of  food,  all-weather  roads  rather  than  having  to  spend  so 
much  money  clearing  roads  of  snow  and  doing  expensive  repair  work. 

Moved  Hart,  Mrs,  Barker.  Carried. 

22.  SCHOOL  VANS.  (Junior  U.F,A.  Conference).  Whereas,  many  of  the  present 
school  vans  are  very  inadequate  and  are  not  in  good  m.echanical  condition; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  urge  all  large  school  divisions  to 
take  over  and  operate  all  school  vans,  and 

Further,  that  only  rualified  drivers  be  hired  for  school  vans,  and 
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Further,  that  the  vans  be  q:overnment  inspected  every  two  months  during 
the  school  term. 

Moved  Seiwert.  Seconded, 

Moved  in  amendment  Spencer,  Cameron  to  table  this  resolution.  Carried, 

25,    FACING  ON  BRIDGSS    (Junior  U.F,A,  Conference)    Whereas,  many 
approaches  to  bridges  over  small  creeks  have  been  washed  out  due  to 
lack  of  proper  facings; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  urge  the  government  to  install  culverts 
of  concrete  or  steel  rather  than  wood,  large  enough  to  take  flow  of  water. 

Moved  MacLeod,  Hart,  Carried. 

COIVPULSORY  MILITARY  TRAINING    (Red  Deer  Local  U.F.A.)    In  view  of  the 
serious  threat  to  world  peace; 

Be  it  resolved,  that  we  encourage  our  Dominion  Government  to  institute 
a  system  of  compuJ-sory  military  training,  and 

Further  that  the  training  constitute  one  year  of  full  time  training 
followed  by  a  period  of  three  years  part-time  training. 

Moved  Bower,  Wild.  Lost, 

40.    P,F,A.A.    (Redraft),    Be  it  resolved,  that  the  P.F  A.A.  be  so 

amended  as  to  include  assistance  at  the  rate  of  $5.00  per  acre  for  damage 
caused  by  flood  waters. 

Moved,    Seconded  Mrs.  Douglass,  Carried. 

THANKS .    Be  it  resolved,  that  the  thanks  of  this  convention  be  given  to 
those  who  have  helped  at  this  fortieth  annual  U.F.A.  convention;  namely 
the  rress,  the  radio  stations,  the  hotel  management  and  staff,  the  ,guest 
speakers,  the  various  comtnittees  and  members  of  the  U.F.A.  staff  and  to 
any  others  v/ho  have  helped  to  make  the  convention  a  success. 

Moved  Spencer,  Pritchard.    Carried  with  applause, 

2.    aL£GTIQN  OF  U.F.W.A.  DIRECTORS.    (Medicine  Hat  U.F.W.A.  Conference). 

Vlhereas,  there  is  a  larger  attendance  from  each  local  at  the  Constituency 
convention  than  at  the  annual  convention; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  directors  for  each  constituency  be 
elected  at  the  aforementioned  conference,  effective  next  year." 

Moved  Ms.  Armstrong.  McGorman. 

Moved  Mrs.  Lehman,  Mrs.  Douglass  that  the  resolution  be  withdravm.  Agreed, 

PUBLIC  g/vNSRSHIP  OF  RURAL  ELECTRIFICATION.  VJhereas,  it  is  apparent  that 
there  is  considerrJile  misunderstanding  and  lack  of  information  with  re- 
gard to  the  principles  and  advantages  of  r>ublic  and  co-operative  ownership 
as  a~-p.lied  to  Rural  Electification  among  the  people  of  this  province. 

Therefore,  resolved  that  we  suggest  to  the  Alberta  Federation  of  Agriculture 
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that  they  make  available  to  the  people  of  this  province  information  with 
regard  to  the  progress  in  other  countries  of  this  most  important  rural 
development  using  the  means  of  press,  radio,  platform  and  pamphlets  and 
further, 

Be  it  resolved,  that  the  large  co-operatives  in  Alberta  be  asked  to  help 
with  the  cost  of  such  an  undertaking  and  further  be  it  resolved,  that  the 
co-operation  of  such  rural  organizations  as  rural  municipalities  and  the 
school  trustees  be  sought  in  this  matter. 

FLOOR  PRICES  FOR  AGRICULTURAL  PRODUCTS    Whereas,  there  are  some  indications 
that  the  peak  of  the  present  inflation  period  has  been  reached,  and 

Whereas,  in  a  deflation  period  agricultural  prices  always  decline  with  much 
greater  rapidity  than  industrial  goods  and  services; 

Therefore,  resolved  that  this  convention  of  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta 
endorse  and  ask  for  decisive  Federal  action  by  way  of  floor  prices  for 
agricultural  products." 

Moved  Sutherland,  Wild.  Carried. 

16.     OPEN  SEASON  ON  DUCKS.    U.F.W.A.  delegate  brought  up  this  resolution. 
Order  of  Business  Committee  of  the  U.F.W.A.  advised  that  this  resolution 
had  been  sent  back  for  re-drafting.    No  action  taken  as  this  resolution 
along  with  others  not  dealt  with  by  the  U  F.W.A.  Convention  would  be  con- 
sidered by  the  W.A.  Board. 

58.    A?.!E^T)lg>TT  TC  DIVORCF  lAWS.  (Hanna  Local  U.F.A.)    Whereas,  our  present 
divorce  laws  are  inadequate; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  divorce  laws  be  amended  to  include  the 
following  grounds  for  divorce: 

(1)    adultery  committed  since  the  celebration  of  the  marriage; 

(a)    desertion  without  cause  for  a  period  of  two  years,  immediately 
preceding  the  presentation  of  the  petition; 

(3)  detention  in  a  penal  institution  for  a  term  of  two  years  or  more; 

(4)  detention  in  a  mental  hospital  for  three  years,  and  in  the  opinion 
of  the  doctors  as  incurably  insane; 

(5)  mental  or  physical  cruelty  or  both. 

Moved  Sutherland,  Colvin  that  this  resolution  be  considered  by  the  Convention. 
Carried. 

Moved  llrs.  Johnson  that  we  substitute  the  resolution  passed  in  1947,  Seconded 
Mrs.  Schroter.  Carried. 

Substitute  motion  was  reaffirmed  as  follows: 

Whereas,  our  pres'^nt  divorce  laws  are  considered  by  many  to  be  inadequate; 
Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  grounds  for  divorce  include  the  following: 
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(1)  Where  the  respondent  has  since  the  celebration  of  the  marriage  coinmitted 
adultery,  ar 

(2)  Where  the  respondent  has  deserted  the  petitioner  without  cause  for  a 
period  of  at  least  three  years  irrmediately  preceding  the  presentation  of 
the  petition,  or 

(3)  Where  the  respondent  has  since  the  celebration  of  the  marriage  treated 
the  petitioner  with  cruelty,  or 

(4)  Where  the  respondent  is  incurably  of  unsound  mind  and  has  been  continnous- 
ly  under  care  and  treatment  for  a  period  of  at  least  five  years  immediately 
preceding  the  presentation  of  the  petition. 

Moved  J.  McBridf,  McGorm.an  that  any  unfinished  business  be  referred  to  the 
Board.  Carried. 

'"r.  Church  took  the  chair  and  called  Ray  Wood  and  Hugh  Bower  sons  of  two 
former  U T.A.  Presidents  to  the  platform.     They  briefly  addressed  the 
convention.    Mr.  Bov/er  was  the  first  president  of  the  U.F.A. 

The  following  directors  who  had  been  on  the  board  at  the  time  H.W.  VJood 

was  president  were  introduced  and  spoke  briefly  -  Messrs.  Sutherland,  Hansen, 

Biggs,  Spencer. 

yjcs.  M.E.  Lowe,  U.F.W.A.  president  appealed  to  the  convention  to  set  their 
sights  higher  when  we  go  into  the  joint  convention  and  keep  before  us  the 
principles  of  the  U.F.A.  and  to  go  into  the  amalgamation  with  the  desire  of 
making  it  work. 

President  Church  closed  the  convention  with  a  farewell  message.    Ee  stated 
when  he  took  office  he  little  realized  that  he  might  be  the  last  president 
of  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta.    Mr.  Church  stated  he  had  served  under 
both  Mr.  Wood  and  Mr.  Gardiner  and  he  considered  it  an  honor  and  a  privilege 
to  have  been  elected  president  of  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta.    He  urged 
the  delegates  to  work  towards  getting  all  the  farmers  of  Alberta  into  one 
large  organization,  pointing  out  that  we  are  now  part  of  a  national  and 
international  organization.     Our  problems  are  now  on  a  wider  scale. 

Norman  F.  Priestley,  general  manager  of  U.F.A.  Co-op.,  paid  tribute  to 

Robert  Gardiner  saying  his  one  fault  was  that  he  was  of  a  retiring  nature. 
He  was  an  outstanding  man.    Mr.  Church,  our  present  president,  is  also 

outstanding  in  his  own  way.    His  business  ability  and  aDpeal  to  people  is 
something  that  makes  him  outstanding.    Mr.  Priestley  said  that  the  tradition 
and  capacity  for  leadership  that  has  been  engendered  in  this  organization 
for  the  last  forty  years  is  bound  to  go  on. 

W.J.  Church,  85,  father  of  President  Church  was  brought  to  the  platform  and 
introduced  to  the  delegates. 

Moved  Spencer  that  we  adjourn.    Seconded  and  carried  at  11:50, 
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>ldress  of  Geo.  E.  Church,  President,  United  Farmers  of 
Alberta,  Edmonton,  January,  1848 

Llies  and  Gentlemen: 

At  the  outset  of  this  my  third  annual  address  as  President  of  this 
.4;ociation,  may  I  express  pleasure  that  so  many  delegates  have  been 
ae  to  attend  this  Convention.  I  extend  to  all  a  very  sincere  welcome, 
lis  is  the  Thirty-Ninth  annual  convention  of  the  Association.  The 
p  iod  marks  the  entire  history  of  the  Province  and  a  very  important 
p  t  of  that  of  Canada.  During  that  time  the  Association  has  been  the 
o;standing  exponent  of  the  interests  of  Western  farmers,  and  has 
pit  up  for  itself  a  tradition  for  sound  and  constructive  leadership 
jiich  should  not  be  forgotten  in  the  deliberations  of  this  Convention. 

The  past  year  was  in  many  respects  a  hard  one.  A  cold,  wet  spring 
il  late  seeding  was  followed  by  hot  winds  in  July,  which  took  their 
ii.  in  sections  of  the  Province.  The  harvest  season  tried  the  patience  of 
B:ry  one  with  its  rain  and  snow  prolonging  the  work  for  many  weeks 
il  causing  heavy  losses  in  grades  of  grain.  Generally  speaking,  how- 
j  r,  a  fair  crop  was  finally  harvested,  and  with  present  prices  for  farm 
p  ducts,  the  year  can  probably  be  regarded  as  a  profitable  one,  despite 
I  heavy  increases  in  production  costs  which  occurred  during  the  year. 

It  must  not  be  forgotten  too,  that  wheat  producers  have  not  yet 
reived  the  full  returns  for  their  year's  work.  It  is  now  generally  ac- 
;  ted  that  approximately  two  hundred  million  dollars  will  be  dis- 
;:)uted  to  Canadian  wheat  producers  during  the  current  year,  resulting 
'ma  probable  increase  of  20  cents  per  bushel  in  the  initial  payment 
;ibe  made  by  the  Canadian  Wheat  Board  retroactive  to  1945-  The 
p'ment  of  such  a  large  sum,  together  with  the  certainty  of  an  initial 
D'ment  of  $1.55  per  bushel  for  wheat  constitutes  a  guarantee  of  a 
r  sonable  income  to  wheat  producers  this  year  if  even  a  fair  crop  is 
1  vested. 

In  any  survey  of  Agricultural  conditions  in  the  Province  it  is  pleas- 
1  to  note  the  way  in  which  higher  prices  for  farm  products  have  been 
ected  in  better  housing  conditions,  improved  machinery  and  equip- 
int,  and  better  social  conditions.  We  are  glad  to  note  that  many  rural 
;  imunities  are  again  building  community  halls.  These  have  done  much 
;< improve  social  and  cultural  conditions  in  rural  districts.  A  number 
)  the  better  settled  areas  in  the  Province  have  been  served  with 
i  ;tric  power.  For  years  this  Association  has  taken  the  position  that  no 
i:?le  factor  would  do  as  much  to  improve  farm  life  in  all  its  aspects 
I  the  introduction  of  a  Provincial  system  of  rural  electrification.  This 
^lociation  believes  a  workable  plan  can  be  evolved  to  bring  this  utility 
•ifarm  homes  of  the  Province,  notwithstanding  the  handicap  of  scant 
i'slement,  which  so  far  has  always  been  advanced  as  the  insuperable 
)  tacle  to  such  a  plan.  Farmers  of  this  Province  are  utilizing  the  land  as 
\e\y  and  as  well  as  can  be  done,  having  regard  to  market  and  world 
'■  ditions.  They  are  entitled  to  ask,  that,  as  contributing  to  more 
!;ient  production,  as  well  as  improving  the  amenities  of  rural  life,  a 
:  iprehensive  plan  should  be  evolved  by  the  Government. 

In  May  of  last  year,  as  one  of  the  delegates  of  the  Canadian  Feder- 
im  of  Agriculture,  I  was  privileged  to  attend  the  first  Annual  Meeting 
I  the  International  Federation  of  Agricultural  Producers,  held  at  The 
■?ue  in  Holland.  I  am  glad  to  report  that,  with  the  exception  of 
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Russia,  delegates  were  present  from  the  majority  of  the  countries  of 
world,  in  which  Agriculture  is  an  important  part  of  the  nati- 
economy.  Thirty-seven  nations  in  all  wei'e  represented.  The  princ 
task  of  the  Conference  was  to  complete  the  work  of  the  London  Con 
ence  of  the  previous  year,  by  replacing  the  provisional  constitution  t 
adopted  with  a  permanent  one.  This  was  accomplished  and  for  the 
time  in  the  world's  history  we  have  an  International  farm  organiza 
with  a  peimanent  secretary  and  an  adequate  budget.  It  is,  of  cou 
still  too  early  to  evaluate  the  work  which  such  an  organization  may 
I  am  convinced  that  it  will  be  a  great  champion  of  freer  trade  betw 
nations.  I  am  also  convinced  that  it  can  do  a  great  work  in  promo 
mutual  understanding  and  good-will  among  the  farm  people  of 
world.  By  doing  so  it  can  be  a  great  factor  in  promoting  world  peace- 
Canadian  delegation  again  played  a  prominent  role  in  the  work  of 
Convention.  I  hope  that  Canadian  farm  bodies  will  give  full  and  s 
pathetic  suppoit  to  this  new  International  organization. 

Because  of  the  time  spent  Overseas  I  was  not  able  to  visit  as  wi 
in  the  Province  as  I  did  in  the  two  previous  years.  However,  I  was 
to  visit  a  number  of  communities  and  to  meet  a  large  number  of  farnr 
Everywhere  I  received  a  cordial  greeting  as  the  representative  of 
organization.  With  each  succeeding  year  I  have  been  more  impre 
with  the  loyalty  of  our  farm  people  to  the  farm  movement,  and  to 
Association.  Loyalty  to  the  farm  movement  is  shown  in  a  striking  \ 
by  the  increasing  support  given  to  the  farm  co-operatives,  particul 
to  those  engaged  in  the  marketing  of  farm  products.  With  respec 
practically  every  commodity,  the  volume  handled  by  co-operatives 
shown  a  steady  increase  and  that  in  some  cases  in  spite  of  well  or; 
ized  efforts  to  destroy  confidence  in  the  co-operative.  A  lively  intere 
also  being  shown  throughout  the  Province  in  consumer  co-operat 
The  number  of  co-operative  stores  has  grown  rapidly.  These  now  i 
an  important  part  of  the  farm  economy. 

While  some  have  felt  that  the  growth  of  the  larger  producer 
operatives  has  limited  the  influence  of  our  social  and  educati 
oiganizations,  I  do  not  think  so.  Our  farmers  generally  realize  thai 
present  level  of  prices  cannot  continue  very  long,  and  there  is  real 
prehension  for  the  future  of  agriculture.  They  realize  too,  that 
does  not  live  by  bread  alone,  and  they  are  looking  for  leadership  in 
field  of  social  and  economic  reform.  There  is  a  swing  back  to  the  S( 
and  constructive  leadership  which  this  Association  has  given  over 
years. 

We  cannot  e.xpect  that  we  shall  ever  be  completely  unanimoi 
thought  and  action  on  all  problems,  and  in  all  efforts.  Our  backgr( 
is  different,  our  families  come  from  many  parts  of  the  world.  We  d 
in  tradition,  language,  religion,  politics  and  in  many  other  concept 
As  farmers,  however,  we  should  endeavor  to  exert  well  organized  ef 
in  respect  to  social  and  economic  problems  that  are  common  to  us 
Fundamentally  we  look  for  the  same  things.  Every  farmer  desires  1 
properly  rewarded  for  the  work  he  does,  and  he  feels  a  sense  of  inju 
when  a  proper  reward  is  not  forthcoming.  Every  farmer  knows  how 
portant  it  is  to  feed  and  clothe  the  people  of  the  world.  We  all  feel 
agriculture  is  a  dignified  occupation  and  that  the  men  and  womer 
gaged  in  it  should  be  secure  in  their  work  and  in  their  homes,  an 
enabled  to  carry  on  from  day  to  day  without  worrying  too  much  a 
what  the  world  is  going  to  pay  them  for  their  efforts.  We  all  like  t( 
joy  a  good  social  life,  to  be  friendly,  and  to  have  friendly  neigh 
We  enjoy  social  intercourse  and  like  to  feel  that  our  community 
community  of  people  who  enjoy  living  together  and  working  foi 
common  end.  After  all  that  is  simply  democracy.  Starting  from  ■ 
simple  desires  a  wide  field  of  opportunity  spreads  out  for  any  fan 
ganization. 

I  am  convinced  that  any  farm  body  such  as  this  must  hav 
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Is  in  the  home  district  to  be  successful,  and  it  must  constantly  try 
ioread  those  roots  more  widely  and  firmly.  We  must  have  an  organ- 
ion  composed  of  men  and  women  who  will  not  let  things  drag  and 
j  or  wait  until  in  a  fit  of  anger  they  take  hasty  action  to  remedy  a 
ng,  real  or  imaginary.  We  want  a  membership  which  constantly 
;  thought  and  energy  in  keeping  the  farm  organization  alive.  There 
!eed  for  a  social  and  educational  farm  organization,  drawing  its 
ngth  from  vigorous  and  active  community  locals.  The  problem  is 
I  best  to  build  that  kind  of  organization. 

At  the  present  time  we  have  three  farm  bodies,  the  Alberta  Fed- 
ion  of  Agriculture,  the  Alberta  Farmers'  Union  and  this  Association, 
ny  travels  throughout  the  Province  I  have  found  a  growing  feeling, 

in  some  way  there  should  be  greater  unity  of  effort  between  them, 
ke  second  place  to  no  one  in  my  own  desire  for  unity, — unity  of 
ight,  purpose  and  action.  It  was  this  desire  for  unity  which  led  to  the 
nation  over  a  year  ago  of  the  contact  committee,  and  the  report 
zh  was  brought  from  that  committee  to  the  last  convention.  The 
Btitution  drafted  by  the  contact  committee  was  adoped  at  that 
srention. 

The  need  of  a  National  Farm  Organization  has  been  basic  in  our 
.king  for  many  years.  After  considerable  effort  that  idea  was 
light  into  being  with  the  establishment  of  the  Canadian  Federation 
Agriculture.  Today  the  Federation  is  well  established,  drawing  its 
port  from  member  units  in  every  Province  in  Canada.  It  is  organized 
,erve  Canadian  agriculture.  Ministers  of  the  Dominion  Government 
e  frequently  paid  tribute  to  the  work  which  it  is  doing.  We  have  had 
)le  evidence  in  the  past  two  or  three  years  of  the  extent  to  which 
National  office  is  consulted  in  the  shaping  of  Federal  agricultural 
icies.  I  know  there  are  those  who  suggest  that  the  interests  of  Eastern 
j  Western  Canada  are  so  divergent  that  no  good  purpose  is  served  by 
ational  organization.  I  do  not  subscribe  to  that  idea.  The  simple  fact 
lat  on  many  occasions  over  the  years  representatives  of  Eastern  and 
stern  Canada  have  been  able  to  come  to  full  agreement  on  important 
iters  of  farm  policy.  It  is  true  that  on  one  or  two  occasions  there  has 
fi  some  disagreement.  That  is  surely  to  be  expected  in  a  country  as 
ply  diversified  as  the  Dominion  of  Canada.  If,  however,  full  agree- 
it  can  be  reached  on  five  questions  for  every  one  on  which  there  may 
5ome  disagreement,  then  surely  a  National  organization  is  justified, 
le  years  ago  this  Association  committed  itself  to  that  idea,  to  the 
5nt  that  it  voluntarily  became  a  membei'  of  the  Alberta  Federation 
Agriculture,  the  unit  for  this  Province  of  the  national  body. 

It  was,  therefore,  a  matter  of  regret  that  after  the  last  convention 
ppeared  that  our  friends  of  the  Alberta  Farmers'  Union  had  com- 
;ed  themselves  to  another  form  of  national  organization,  built  upon 
idea  of  direct  membership.  Certain  of  its  officers  visited  other  Pro- 
■:es  to  encourage  organization  work.  In  the  opinion  of  your  Board  that 
!rse  of  action  was  detrimental  to  the  best  interests  of  Canadian 
leration  of  Agriculture,  as  it  would  inevitably  lead  to  disunion  and 
iflict  of  interest.  Your  Board,  therefore,  found  it  necessary  to  dis- 
Itinue  negotiations  leading  to  amalgamation  along  the  lines  adopted 
;he  last  convention. 

(  At  the  recent  convention  of  the  Alberta  Farmers'  Union  in  Edmon- 
I  a  resolution  was  passed,  providing  for  another  approach  to  the 
]Stion  of  amalgamation.  That  resolution  will  come  before  this  Con- 
ition  for  consideration.  An  alternative  suggestion  from  the  Alberta 
leration  of  Agriculture  will  also  be  submitted.  No  more  important  or 
-reaching  question  has  ever  come  before  an  annual  convention.  Far 
it  for  me  to  suggest  at  this  time  what  your  decision  should  be.  Each 
2gate  will,  of  course,  act  as  his  intelligence  and  his  conscience  dic- 
;s.  You  might  expect  me,  however,  to  indicate  any  consideration  which 
link  you  should  have  in  mind  in  your  approach  to  the  question.  I  think 
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there  are  two  major  considerations.  The  first  is  to  what  extent  are  ■ 
aims  and  objects,  and  the  methods  of  approach  of  the  two  organizatit 
to  those  aims,  sufficiently  identical  to  justify  amalgamation.  I  m« 
methods  of  approach,  both  in  the  Provincial  and  National  field.  Wl: 
we  should  all  be  willing  to  give  and  take,  still  unity  might  be  bought 
too  high  a  price,  if  it  endangers  any  of  the  conceptions  which  we  c 
sider  basic  to  the  welfare  of  agriculture.  Secondly,  we  should  rememl: 
that  through  the  experience  of  many  years  we  have  gradually  evolvei 
form  of  organization  which  now  practically  guarantees  stability  £ 
permanence,  without  calling  for  contributions  from  other  commen 
organizations.  Some  may  feel  that  we  have  paid  too  much  attention 
the  co-operative  side  of  the  Association  work,  to  the  detriment  of 
social  and  educational.  If  so,  that  can  easily  be  corrected.  In  fact  one 
the  tasks  of  this  Convention  is  to  consider  whether  or  not  there  should 
some  separation  of  the  Co-operative  from  the  social  and  educatio 
work  of  our  Association.  Whatever  may  be  done  in  that  respect  can  s 
be  along  lines  which  insure  that  funds  are  available,  in  addition  to  me 
bership  fees,  to  give  permanence  to  the  Association.  We  should,  the 
fore,  consider  whether  it  is  in  the  interests  of  Agriculture  in  Albe 
that  we  should  give  up  that  form  of  organization,  and  again  emb; 
upon  a  form  depending  entirely  upon  membership  fees  for  its  exister 
In  no  Province  in  Canada  has  that  form  of  organization  survived.  Ag 
I  say  that  unity  might  be  purchased  at  too  high  a  price,  if  a  form 
oiganization  were  adopted,  which  over  the  years  through  lack  of  fin 
cial  support  could  not  give  the  service  to  farmers  which  they  she 
have. 

The  last  year  has  been  an  important  one  for  agriculture,  a  num 
of  changes  in  our  National  set-up  having  taken  place,  which  have  1 
important  bearing  upon  Canadian  agriculture. 

In  the  transition  from  a  wartime  to  a  peacetime  economy  the  Don 
ion  Government  apparently  felt  it  was  necessary  to  embark  upon  a  g 
eral  policy  of  decontrol.  During  the  summer  ceilings  were  taken  of 
large  number  of  Canadian  products  and  on  October  21st  the  ceilings  w 
removed  from  oats,  barley  and  meat,  the  only  farm  products  then  1 
under  control.  As  a  matter  of  policy  this  Organization  has  for  ye 
advocated  a  well  balanced  plan  for  Canadian  agriculture,  with  the  j 
per  relationship  between  feed  grains  and  livestock  prices.  During  the  ^ 
we  believe  that  we  did  succeed  in  Canada  in  maintaining  a  balan^ 
agriculture,  and  on  the  whole  we  believe  that  wartime  controls  worl 
equitably  and  well.  If  the  prices  of  some  farm  products  were  somew 
below  the  world  level  the  fact  was  accepted  by  Western  farmers  as  1( 
as  controls  were  also  maintained  on  the  prices  of  goods  entering  i 
the  cost  of  production. 

However,  even  before  controls  were  removed  last  summer 
Government  had  already  been  obliged  to  increase  ceilings  on  ni! 
commodities,  and  to  remove  ceilings  on  others.  With  the  general  remc 
of  ceilings  farm  costs  increased  very  rapidly,  with  the  result  tha 
certain  amount  of  discontent  developed  with  respect  to  the  Governmei 
farm  policy.  In  particiilar  the  Canadian-British  Wheat  Agreement  C£ 
in  for  criticism  which  spread  rather  rapidly,  and  this  discontent  pi 
ably  led  to  the  announcement  by  the  Government,  that  in  addition 
having  reached  an  agreement  with  the  British  Government  for  a  pi 
of  $2.00  per  bushel  for  the  1948  crop  season,  the  initial  payment 
wheat  would  be  increased  by  20  cents  per  bushel  retroactive  to 
1945  crop.  This  action  has  undoubtedly  done  much  to  allay  the  critic 
which  had  been  developing,  although  it  is  still  too  early  to  say  to  w 
extent  the  Agreement  may  come  under  further  criticism,  if  the  w( 
price  for  wheat  this  fall  should  again  be  considerably  above  the  price 
$2.00  per  bushel. 

It  is  undoubtedly  true  that  the  farmers  of  Western  Canada  have  m 
a  very  substantial  contribution  to  world  recovery  and  at  the  same  t 
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the  stability  of  the  Canadian  economy,  in  the  price  received  by  them 
r  wheat.  In  my  Presidential  address  a  year  ago  I  stated  that  in  the 
iginning  the  Wheat  Agreement  had  been  accepted  on  the  understand- 
g  that  controls  would  be  generally  maintained  and  the  price  of  con- 
mers'  goods,  or  the  level  of  wages,  would  remain  fairly  steady.  That, 
course,  has  not  happened.  The  farmers  of  Western  Canada  join  with 
her  citizens  of  Canada  in  being  in  complete  agreement  with  the 
rinciple  that  Canadian  wheat  should  be  sold  to  Britain  at  a  reduced 
fice  under  world  levels  to  assist  Britain  in  its  reconstruction  program- 
le  feel,  however,  that  the  cost  of  such  a  policy  should  fall  upon  the 
reasury  of  Canada  and  not  upon  the  farmers  of  Western  Canada.  A 
iggestion  has  already  been  made  that,  when  the  final  returns  to  farm- 
's under  the  British  Wheat  Agreement  have  been  more  correctly 
timated,  a  sum  should  be  paid  from  the  Treasury  into  the  five  year  pool 
reasonably  compensate  farmers  for  any  difference  between  what  they 
ive  received  and  the  so-called  world  price.  I  offer  the  suggestion  for 

fur  consideration,  believing  that  it  might  well  receive  the  endorsation 
this  Convention. 

As  it  became  apparent  that  the  crop  of  feed  grains  produced  in 
?'estern  Canada  would  be  considerably  lower  and  of  much  poorer 
iiality  than  last  year,  and  as  the  extent  of  the  damage  to  feed  grains  in 
16  United  States  became  evident,  the  world  price  of  oats  and  barley 
icreased  very  rapidly,  so  that  it  was  quite  plain  that  the  ceilings 
1  Canada  were  much  too  low,  notwithstanding  one  increase  which  had 
iken  place  in  the  previous  year.  It  was  undoubtedly  the  intent  of  the 
■overnment  to  remove  the  ceilings  on  coarse  grains  and  meats  at  the 
ime  time  as  ceilings  were  generally  removed  last  summer.  It  was  then 
enerally  accepted  that  the  Government's  decision  in  this  resepect  was 
ostponed  for  a  time  on  account  of  the  packinghouse  strike,  but  that 
jilings  would  be  removed  from  these  commodities  at  the  conclusion  of 
le  strike.  It  was  quite  apparent  that  either  the  removal  of  ceilings  from 
Darse  grains,  or  any  substantial  increase  in  the  ceilings,  would  hit  the 
vestock  industry  a  heavy  blow,  unless  some  positive  relief  was  afforded 
16  industry.  At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Canadian  Federation  of  Agri- 
ulture  at  Kelowna  during  the  last  week  in  September,  the  whole 
Uestion  of  the  welfare  of  the  livestock  industry  in  relation  to  the 
rices  of  coarse  grains  was  discussed  at  length  A  resolution  was 
rafted  to  the  effect  that  concurrently  with  the  removal  of  ceilings  on 
>arse  grains  the  Federal  Government  should  announce  a  policy  of 
ssistance  to  livestock  producers,  either  by  way  of  the  partial  opening  of 
le  American  market,  or  by  subsidy,  and  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
leet  the  Minister  of  Agriculture,  to  place  before  him  the  serious  position 
^hich  the  livestock  industry  would  find  itself  in,  unless  some  such  con- 
urrent  action  was  taken.  The  committee  did  meet  the  Minister  and 
ji'esented  the  resolution.  Though  the  Government  has  been  guided  to  a 
reat  extent  by  consultations  with  the  Canadian  Federation  of  Agricul- 
iire  during  and  since  the  war,  in  this  case  it  announced  the  withdrawal 
jf  ceilings,  but  did  not  offer  any  program  of  relief  to  the  livestock 
jidustry. 

I  do  not  know  of  anything  in  recent  years  which  aroused  more 
ssentment.  Two  groups  of  persons  had  reason  to  complain :  the  live- 
:ock  producers,  because  the  price  of  feed  grains  advanced  very  greatly, 
>  as  to  be  entirely  out  of  line  with  the  price  of  livestock,  and  secondly 
nose  producers  of  coarse  grains  who  had  delivered  and  sold  their  grain 
rior  to  October  21st. 

The  reaction  of  the  livestock  producers  must  have  caused  the 
overnment  grave  concern.  Even  discounting  considerably  the  reports 
i-hieh  came  to  hand  of  drastic  sales  or  slaughtering  of  livestock  it  is 
ertain  that  the  livestock  population  in  Canada  has  been  very  seriously 
ecreased,  particularly  in  Western  Canada,  where  an  imnortant  source 
f  farm  income  has  been  lost  for  some  years  to  come.  Where  a  market 
Vas  available  in  the  United  States  for  all  the  livestock  which  Canadian 
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farmers  had  on  hand,  it  seems  regrettable  in  the  extreme  that  sucl" 
market  was  not  made  available. 

The  Canadian  Federation  of  Agriculture  took  strong  action  at  onc( 
and  would  undoubtedly  have  gone  much  farther,  had  the  Governmeni 
not  announced  at  the  recent  Dominion-Provincial  Conference  on  Agri 
cultural  Production  that  the  Dominion  would  protect  the  livestock  pro 
ducers  with  respect  to  price- 

The  pioducers  of  feed  grains  who  sold  prior  to  October  21st  ur 
doubtedly  have  grounds  for  complaint.  When  a  Government  undertake 
controls  to  the  extent  which  pievailed  in  Canada  during  and  after  th' 
war,  it  does  assume  a  moral  obligation  at  least  to  see  that  producer; 
are  fairly  treated  who  shape  their  farm  program  in  accordance  witl 
control  measures.  When,  therefore,  the  Government  retained  ceiling 
on  coarse  grains  well  after  the  opening  of  this  crop  year,  producers  o 
those  grains  were  entitled  to  assume  that  there  would  be  no  earl; 
change.  The  Minister  of  Agriculture  has  made  a  number  of  public  state 
ments,  which  by  inference,  imply  that  the  Government  does  recognizi 
some  moral  obligation  to  such  farmers,  but  proposes  first  to  see  wha 
the  grain  companies  will  do  by  way  of  affording  some  relief  to  customei' 
who  sold  prior  to  October  21st. 

The  Minister  has  intimated  that  the  Co-operatives  may  be  expecte( 
to  return  to  customei's  any  profit  made  on  grain  on  hand  at  that  date  an( 
that  for  competitive  reasons  other  companies  will  do  the  same.  If  it  i 
true  as  the  Minister  states,  that  only  a  portion  of  grain,  estimated  b; 
him  at  45 'v  ,  was  still  in  the  hands  of  the  grain  companies  at  that  time 
then  the  balance  must  have  been  sold  to  exporters  and  forwarders,  whi 
have  no  obligation  whatever  towards  the  producer.  Indeed  the  Ministe 
in  one  address  in  Parliament  hints  that  this  is  so.  Obviously  if  only  45  91 
of  the  coarse  grains  delivered  during  the  first  of  August  was  in  the  hand 
of  the  grain  companies,  they  cannot  by  any  means  make  up  the  fu! 
amount  of  loss.  Moreovei',  it  is  probably  tiue  that  no  two  companie 
followed  the  same  marketing  practice,  or  had  the  same  percentage  o 
grain  on  hand.  There  is  bound  to  be  a  variation,  therefore,  in  the  amoun. 
which  different  companies  can  return  to  their  customers,  even  assumin; 
that  they  should  all  agree  to  do  as  the  Minister  suggests.  In  my  opinio; 
the  responsibility  rests  squarely  upon  the  Government  to  make  u 
substantially  the  loss  which  the  producers  sustained,  and  any  policy  wil' 
be  subject  to  extreme  criticism  which  results  in  different  treatment  be 
ing  accorded  different  producers.  The  amount  which  any  farmer,  wh 
sold  before  the  date  in  question,  receives  should  not  depend  upon  th 
company  he  may  have  dealt  with.  The  producers  of  coarse  grains  shoul 
make  it  known  in  the  strongest  possible  terms  that  they  expect  just  an 
equitable  treatment  from  the  Minister. 

A  further  result  of  taking  the  ceilings  off  coarse  grains  was  to  leav 
the  Winnipeg  Grain  Exchange  as  the  sole  means  of  marketing  thos 
products.  Farmers  generally  dislike  having  to  follow  the  fluctuation 
in  prices  on  that  Exchange.  Representations  have,  therefore,  been  mad 
by  Canadian  Federation  of  Agriculture,  supported  by  your  Board,  tha 
the  marketing  of  coarse  grains  be  again  placed  in  the  hands  of  th 
Canadian  Wheat  Board. 

Two  events  during  the  year  have  had  a  disquieting  effect  in  reh 
tion  to  policies  which  Western  farm  organizations  have  advocated  fc 
some  time.  The  first  is  the  failure  of  the  International  Wheat  Confe; 
ence  at  London  to  reach  an  agreement,  and  the  other  is  the  obvioi 
difficulty  which  the  Governments  of  Canada  and  Great  Britain  met  i 
trying  to  work  out  a  renewal  of  the  bacon  contracts,  due  to  the  shortag 
of  dollars  on  the  part  of  both  Great  Britain  and  Canada.  Western  farn 
ers  believe  there  is  a  better  way  of  marketing  grain  and  also  livestoc 
than  day  to  day  operations.  They  have  hoped  that  the  nations  of  tl; 
world  could  come  together  on  some  basis  of  agreement,  which  woul 
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l.d  to  the  orderly  marketing  of  food-stuffs  between  producer  and 
cisumer  countries  on  a  basis  reasonably  fair  to  both  producer  and  con- 
sner,  and  on  a  basis  which  would  afford  some  stability  in  price  year 
■  year.  I  would  not  for  one  moment  suggest  that  Canadian  farm 
anizations  should  cease  to  strive  towards  this  objective.  It  may  be, 
.vever,  that  we  shall  have  to  adjust  our  thinking  to  the  probability 
it  the  achievement  of  this  goal  is  still  some  distance  away. 

The  beginning  of  the  year  1948  witnesses  the  world  in  a  state  of 
;at  confusion.  The  successive  failures  of  United  Nations'  Conferences 
reach  agreement,  and  the  utter  failure  of  the  recent  London  Confer- 
:e  to  even  approach  agreement  on  the  subject  of  the  future  of  Ger- 
11  y,  is  very  disturbing,  to  say  the  least,  to  peace-loving  people.  We 
\e  looked  towards  Europe  for  many  years  as  the  important  export 
rket  for  Western  Canadian  grains.  The  clash  of  political  ideologies 
've  is  fraught  with  grave  consequences  to  the  Western  producer.  We 
il  follow,  therefore,  the  course  of  political  events  in  Europe  witn 
-orbing  interest  and  even  anxiety.  We  can  only  hope  that  the  realiz- 
on  of  the  tragic  consequences  of  another  war  will  in  the  long  run  lead 
,  clearer  and  better  thinking,  and  that  the  disturbances  now  so  pre- 
■\lent  in  various  parts  of  that  continent  will  pass  away,  so  that  the 
i;toration  of  its  war-torn  countries  may  be  completed. 

I  must  conclude  with  a  reference  to  our  own  Co-operative.  The 
luial  Eeport  and  Balance  Sheet  will  be  submitted  to  you.  You  will 
11  observe  that  the  Co-operative  has  concluded  another  very  success- 
year.  A  healthy  increase  in  volume  took  place  in  all  branches  and 
6  year  ended  with  a  healthy  surplus.  The  success  of  this  venture 
doubtedly  results  from  the  deep  loyalty  and  respect  felt  by  farmers 
.■oughout  the  Province  to  this  Organization.  Upon  no  other  grounds 
uld  this  business  have  been  built  so  rapidly  and  yet  so  strongly.  We 
^fiflfe  deeply  conscious  that  we  may  be  entering  into  a  period  of  real 
ficulty  in  the  conduct  of  our  stores.  Sooner  or  later  we  must  see  the 
}i  of  this  spiral  of  inflation  and  enter  into  a  period  of  declining  in- 
mtory  values.  Your  Directors  are  keenly  aware  of  this  problem  and  will 
ce  such  steps  as  are  necessary  to  protect  the  business  to  the  utmost. 

m 

ipiii      I  wish  at  this  time  to  express  the  deep  appreciation  of  the  Board 
if    those  men  and  women,  who  as  members  of  our  staff,  have  given  such 
thful  service  during  the  year-  Much  of  the  success  of  our  undertaking 
ist  be  attributed  to  the  faithful  work  of  the  employees  of  the  Asso- 
ition. 

As  stated  at  the  beginning  of  my  address  this  year,  1948,  promises 
again  contribute  substantially  to  the  stability  of  Western  agriculture. 
B  hope  that  before  the  end  of  the  year  the  international  picture  will 
pear  much  brighter  and  that  many  of  the  difficulties  which  now  con- 
mt  us  will  have  disappeared. 

:a' 


I 


9 


Annual  Address  of  Mrs.  M.  E.  Lowe,  President  of  the 
United  Farm  Women  of  Alberta,  January,  1948 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

It  is  again  my  privilege  to  bring  greetings  from  the  Unit 
Farm  Women  to  delegates  and  visitors  attending  this  Annual  Co 
vention.  It  has  all  the  earmarks  of  being  among  the  most  importa 
in  the  long  history  of  the  U.F.A.  May  I  express  the  hope  that  decisio 
arrived  at,  may  increase  the  usefulness  and  field  of  service  of  o 
Organization.  I  should  like  to  send  greetings  to  members  and  frien 
listening  this  morning  and  trust  you  vfiW  find  this  opening  sessit 
of  the  39th  Annual  Convention  of  the  U.F.A.  interesting  and  i 
formative. 

Our  Women's   Section  has  completed   another  fairly  successf 
year.  Interest  and  activity  have  been  good,  and  our  membership 
most  encouraging.  Each  year,  due  to  many  reasons,  we  lose  numbe 
of  our  members.  However,  new  ones  continue  to  come  in  and  rao 
than  offset  the  losses.  This  is  a  most  gratifying  condition. 

Due   to   the   wide   field   of   interest   our   study  programme 
widened  in  its  scope  from  year  to  year,  until  we  ran  out  of  suffici 
months  in  the  year  in  which  to  do  justice  to  all  the  information.  A' 
consultation  with  the  Board  of  Directors  it  was  agreed  to  reduce 
number  of  Bulletins  for  1948  and  endeavour  to  have  fuller  discuss 
on  them.  Information  that  may  be  of  interest  to  some  locals,  will 
be  omitted,  for  we  plan  to  combine  some  of  the  topics.  Participa 
of  local  membership  in  discussion  and  expression  of  opinion  is  v 
to  any  study  programme  and  subsequent  action. 

The  study  of  Rural  Housing  was  undertaken  two  years  ago  whi 
the  announcement  was  made  that  five  million  dollars  had  been  all 
cated  under  the  National  Housing  Act  for  specific  study  and  expej 
mental  production  of  houses  for  rural  areas.  A  fifteen  thousand  doll; 
contest  launched  by  the  Federal  Government's  Crown  Company,  tl 
Central  Mortgage  and  Housing  Corporation,  failed  to  bring  forth  ai 
new  techniques  or  use  of  new  materials. 

Last  spring  the  Prairie  Rural  Housing  Committee  was  set  u 
and  is  composed  of  three  representatives  from  each  province  ar 
three  from  the  Federal  Government.  A  number  of  projects  have  be< 
laid  out  and  research  work  in  various  fields  is  to  be  undertaken  I 
the  Universities  of  Manitoba,  Saskatchewan  and  Alberta.  It  is  not  tl 
intention  to  duplicate  the  work  of  the  National  Research  Council,  bi 
rather  to  concentrate  on  problems  that  are  distinctly  rural  in  cha' 
acter.  In  addition  to  plans  for  new  farm  homes  advice  will  be  fort 
coming  on  improving  existing  homes  and  the  installation  of  muc 
needed  conveniences. 

Farm  women  will  have  an  opportunity  to  pass  along  first  har 
information  and  their  opinions  on  planning  and  equipping  of  far, 
homes.  Just  a  f6w  days  ago  a  contest  was  announced  in  the  presj 
Organized  groups  of  farm  women,  not  individuals,  will  compete.  Priz'' 
up  to  $400.00  are  being  offered  to  each  province  by  the  Central  Mor 
gage  and  Housing  Corporation.  They  will  be  awarded  for  the  be 
answers  and  comments  on  a  list  of  questions  that  will  be  availab 
to  eligible  groups.  We  shall  await  with  much  interest  the  result  < 
this  activity. 

In  the  early  days  of  the  U.F-W.A.  attention  was  given  to  tl 
problem  of  Health  services,  or  rather  lack  of  health  services  in  rur 
areas.  As  a  result  of  persistent  efforts  over  the  years,  and  often  1, 
co-operating  with  other  groups,  many  of  our  present  services  we: 
established.  Municipal  hospitals,  public  health  nurses,  travelling  clinic 
sterilization  of  the  mentally  unfit,  pre-marital  blood  tests  and  so  ( 
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s  some  of  them.  These  have  been  necessary  and  worthwhile  services, 
t  from  the  standpoint  of  care  of  those  country  people  who  need 
ignosis,  hospitalization  and  nursing,  we  still  have  a  desperate  need, 
le  vision  in  the  heart  of  farm  organization  members  is  the  serving 
all  the  health  needs  of  everyone,  by  a  form  of  State  Medicine  or 
lalth   Insurance.    Various    proposals   are   being   made   for  medical 
lemes,  and  some  have  got  under  way  in  other  provinces,  but  any 
biMin  which  does  not  make  provision  for  everyone,  regardless  of  his 
iii    anomic  status,  is  of  little  value  to  the  great  majority  of  rural  people, 
hat  we  want  and  should  lend  our  energies  toward  achieving,  is  a 
in  at  Dominion  level,  not  provincially  or  locally  around  some  thickly 
pulated  industrial  centres. 

Summing  up  reports  from  health  committees  of  the  Provincial 
derations  of  Agriculture,  the  Health  Study  Bureau  finds  "That 
'nada  faces  a  national  emergency  in  regard  to  hospital  beds;  that 
ctors  cannot  be  induced  to  settle  in  rural  areas  unless  the  rural 
bpital  situation  is  improved  and  proper  diagnostic  facilities  pro- 
ied,  which  they  have  been  trained  to  use;  that  the  present  shortage 
doctors  and  other  health  personnel  is  due  to  actual  shortage  under- 
ing  training;  that  the  country  doctor  is  vanishing,  with  the  higher 
jfJ  rcentage  of  older  doctors  in  rural  areas,  and  no  inducement  for  the 
unger  doctors  to  practise  there;  that  immediate  government  action 
imperative,  if  rural  needs  are  to  be  met  in  regard  to  health  per- 
nnel".  In  my  address  a  year  ago  I  pointed  out  that  the  taxable 
pacity  varies  widely  as  between  provinces,  and  that  a  national  scheme 
th  national  financing  is  necessary  if  there  is  to  be  complete  health 
:vice  for  everyone.  It  is  the  responsibility  of  the  people  to  get 
tion  on  Canada's  Health  problem. 

Legislation  is  another  field  in  which  our  women  have  been  keenly 
erested  and  was  among  the  early  studies  undertaken.  Many  acts  on 
statute  books  of  great  benefit  to  women  came  into  being  as  a  result 
study  and  action  on  their  part.  The  Dower  Act  which  declares  the 
erest  of  the  wife  in  the  husband's  homestead,  the  Widow's  Relief  Act 
lich  declares  the  interest  of  the  widow  in  her  husband's  estate,  the 
mestic  Relations  Act  which  put  women  on  even  terms  with  men  with 
spect  to  the  various  aspects  of  married  and  family  life  and  gave  her 
^ctly  the  same  rights  as  the  husband  in  actions  for  legal  separation 
a  few  that  come  to  mind.  Added  interest  in  the  status  of  women 
lowed  an  address  by  Mr.  J.  E.  Brownlee,  K.C.,  to  our  annual  conven- 
n  in  1946-  This  address  was  printed  through  the  courtesy  of  the  United 
ain  Growers,  and  has  been  widely  circulated.  Unfortunately  no  record 
,s  made  of  the  question  period  which  followed    the    address.  Mr. 
ownlee  recently  ofi'ered  to  prepare  answers  if  the  U.F.W.A.  would 
emble  the  questions.  This  has  been  done  and  we  expect  to  have  this 
y„  luable  information  for  distribution  to  our  members  very  shortly.  The 
lited  Farm  Women  appreciate  most  sincerely  the  generous  action  of 
Brownlee. 

When  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Canadian  Federation  of  Agricul- 
:e  was  held  in  Winnipeg  last  January,  women  were  present  from 
ren  different  provinces.  In  a  separate  informal  meeting  these  women 
..-icussed  the  desirability  of  co-ordinating  their  studies  in  health, 
^  I  ueation.  etc.  The  following  resolution  was  prepared  and  presented 
"V    the  C.F.A.  Board: 

"Whereas,  there  is  a  growing  desire  among  rural  women  to  fur- 
;r  co-ordinate  their  studies,  particularly  in  health,  education,  social 
Ifare,  rural  housing,  etc.  through  the  Canadian  Federation  of  Agri- 
iture ; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  a  committee  with  representation 
women  be  set  up  in  the  Canadian  Federation,  the  members  of  such 
mmittee  to  be  appointed  each  year  by  the  provincial  federation  of 
jriculture" 

It  was  passed  by  the  Canadian  Federation  Board,  and  at  their 
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forthcoming  Annual  Convention  the  committee  is  to  be  set  up.  We  hav 
in  this  a  medium  whereby  rural  women  may  carry  their  activities  t 
the  national  level. 

Most  of  you  will  have  seen  in  the  press  that  the  Canadian  Assi 
ciation  of  Consumers  was  formed  last  Noveinber.  It  is  a  voluntar 
organization  on  a  Dominion  basis  made  up  of  women  from  all  wall 
of  life.  The  overall  objective  in  the  words  of  the  President,  Mrs.  I 
J.  Marshall  "is  to  bring  the  views  of  consumers  to  the  attention  ( 
government  trade  and  industry  and  to  provide  a  channel  for  givin 
information  back  to  the  consumer."  Our  organization  is  represents 
on  the  Alberta  Provincial  Executive.  We  felt  that,  as  producers  ; 
well  as  consumers,  we  had  a  place  in  such  an  organization. 

The  U.F.A-  Organization  with  its  women's  and  young  people's  sc' 
tions  has  been  an  instrument  in  the  hands  of  the  farm  people  of  th' 
province  to  shape  the  course  of  agriculture  as  they  saw  fit. 

Improved  conditions  for  those  engaged  in  agriculture  can  nev( 
be  obtained  by  wishful  thinking,  but  only  by  the  purposeful  unite 
effort  of  everyone.  Teamwork  by  amateurs  can  accomplish  what  ev« 
experts  hesitate  to  tackle. 


Address  of  Orrin  Hart,  President,  Junior  Branch  United 
Farmers  of  Alberta,  January,  1948 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

This  year  it  is  my  privilege  for  the  first  time  to  bring  greetini 
from  the  Junior  Section  of  this  Organization  and  to  extend  to  you  oi 
best  wishes  for  a  successful  convention.  To  our  friends  on  the  air  th 
morning,  I  would  like  to  extend  greetings  and  to  hope  that  in  this  ope 
ing  broadcast  of  the  Thirty-Ninth  Annual  Convention  of  the  U.F.A.,  y( 
may  find  something  to  give  you  food  for  thought. 

This  is  the  third  convention  since  the  cessation  of  hostilities  b 
as  we  listen  to  the  news  broadcasts,  our  imagination  if  not  restrictei 
can  easily  return  us  to  a  repetition  of  any  one  of  a  number  of  castastr: 
phies  from  which  we  had  hoped  to  have  emerged.  The  world  has  bei 
brought  so  close  together  because  of  the  advancements  in  transportatii 
and  yet  is  so  far  apart  economically  and  therefore  politically,  that  t\ 
future  price  trend  of  any  commodity  such  as  food  is  harder  to  predi 
than  ever,  regardless  of  the  statistics  or  charts  one  may  compile.  I  wa: 
to  impress  upon  you  today  the  necessity  of  withholding  our  criticisms  i 
prevailing  legislation  until  such  time  as  we  have  something  better 
offer.  Some  people  speak  as  they  think,  but  too  many  speak  more  oftci 

First  of  all,  it  is  our  duty  to  agree  ourselves  as  to  what  we  wai 
When  we  think  we  have  a  solution  to  one  of  our  problems  we  must  d 
cuss  it  with  our  neighbors  to  sound  it  out.  If  it  receives  the  endorsati 
of  our  neighbors,  we  must  carry  it  to  our  leaders,  who  in  turn  analyse 
before  sending  it  to  our  government  representatives.  We  must  learn 
agree  among  ourselves  as  to  our  desires  before  we  send  our  demands 
Ottawa.  Otherwise  how  can  we  expect  to  get  legislation  satisfactory 
all?  This  brings  up  the  need  for  one,  and  only  one,  organization  for  eai 
province  to  be  part  of  a  national  organization  to  speak  for  agricultu 
with  one  voice.  In  my  mind's  eye  I  see  such  an  organization  coming  or- 
the  horizon-  I  hope  I  am  not  seeing  a  mirage.  In  my  travels  through  t^ 
various  districts  of  Alberta  I  have  noticed  a  striking  contrast  in  t 
people  of  one  district  with  another.  They  feel  this  contrast  even  mc 
strongly  than  it  appears;  but  when  it  comes  right  down  to  ironing  c 
their  problems  it  is  just  as  remarkable  how  their  solutions  agree, 
matter  to  what  organization  they  belong.  The  differences  in  opinion  £ 
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ot  nearly  so  thwarting  to  progress  as  is  the  fact  that  many  of  our  rural 
'tizens  for  various  reasons  belong  to  no  organization  at  all. 

As  a  usual  thing  the  farmer  frowns  upon  policies  of  too  strict  con- 
•ol  of  the  goods  he  must  sell,  while  the  goods  he  must  buy  are  left  free 
■)  rise  the  first  time  a  strike  is  called  in  the  industry  involved.  I  dare 
'ly  though  that  he  would  be  quite  willing  to  co-operate  in  a  plan  that 
'ould  control  his  products  if  his  fellow  men  in  other  industries  were 
Imilarly  controlled.  This  would  enable  him  to  plan  with  at  least  some 
Jeasure  of  accuracy  the  program  for  his  operations  in  the  years  ahead. 
j;he  farmer  does  not  appreciate  one  little  bit  seeing  the  products  for 
■hich  he  labors,  turned  loose  on  a  gambler's  table  which  causes  them 
\  fluctuate  daily.  If  the  gamblers  must  entertain  themselves  in  this 
anner,  let  them  roll  dice  for  their  loose  change — a  very  interesting 
(ime — and  while  doing  so  they  will  not  be  hindering  the  farmer  in  his 
imary  task  and  will  allow  him  to  concentrate  his  attention  on  produc- 
on  instead  of  on  reading  the  stock  markets.  Indeed,  at  the  present  time 
le  farmer  is  very  skeptical  of  the  outcome  of  the  lifting  of  the  price 
silings  last  fall  on  coarse  grains.  True  it  was  essential  to  allow  the  price 
rise  to  a  point  where  it  was  in  fair  relation  to  the  revised  wheat  price 
■  f)  ensure  the  seeding  next  spring  of  an  adequate  acreage  of  coarse 
ains  to  feed  our  livestock  population.  But  why  would  it  not  have  been 
actical  to  have  left  the  price  in  the  hands  of  the  Wheat  Board,  simply 
lowing  them  to  raise  the  price?  The  danger  now  is  that  with  a  reduced 
/estock  population  due  to  recent  liquidations,  there  may  occur  a  slight 
ijirplus  of  coarse    grains    causing    the    price  on  such    grains  to  drop 
pruptly  to  unreasonable  levels.     However,  at  the  present  time  the 
irmers  as  a  whole  do  appreciate  the  recent  action  taken  by  the  Gov- 
nment  to  adjust  livestock  prices. 

Regardless  of  what  some  are  saying  at  the  present  time  in  regard 
the  long  term  wheat  agreement,  I  think  the  government  is  to  be 
)mmended  on  its  progress  thus  far.  I  admit  that  it  is  rather  dis- 
air:  liuraging  to  be  selling  our  products  for  less  money  than  our  neighbors 
['■'%e  getting,  but  on  the  other  hand  there  is  a  great  deal  of  satisfaction 
be  gained  from  the  assurance  that  we  will  be  receiving  a  reasonable 
rice  for  a  few  years  ahead. 

At  the  present  time  there  is  a  great  deal  of  controversy  over  the 
lution  of  our  present  predicament  concerning  the  future  exporting  of 
;s:  l*estock  and  grain.  We  entered  long  term  agreements  some  time  ago 
ith  high  hopes  that,  by  forfeiting  excess  profits  during  the  early  years 
the  agreement,  we  would  assure  ourselves  of  fair  returns  for  our 
oducts  throughout  the  life  of  the  agreement.  However,  a  short  crop 
Europe  and  the  fact  that  it  is  taking  the  war  devastated  countries 
nger  to  return  to  normal  has  kept  up  the  price  of  wheat  and  at  the 
oment  we  may  feel  a  bit  disappointed.  However,  if  we  are  to  be  as 
oadminded  as  we  should  in  a  democratic  world,  we  should  accept  part 
our  remuneration  in  units  of  satisfaction  at  having  helped  some  of 
jr  fellowmen  in  their  hour  of  need. 
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I  am  very  pleased  to  note  the  progress  being  made  by  our  co-oper- 
ives  through  the  ever  increasing  patronage  of  you,  or  I  should  say, 
e  people.  More  people  are  beginning  to  realize  that  they  are  well  ad- 
sed  to  do  business  with  themselves  rather  than  to  patronize  private 
saBiiiiterprise  where  they  donate  their  profits  to  the  private  owner  or 
Jmers.  It  gives  one  a  feeling  of  pride  to  realize  that  he  is  a  part  owner 
one  of  the  largest  stores  in  Calgary. 

I  consider  it  a  wise  move  that  was  taken  some  months  ago  when  the 
F.A.  Co-op  went  into  the  coal  mining  field.  This  gives  the  organized 
irmer  a  start  in  one  more  of  the  basic  industries  of  the  country  and 
gables  him  to  fill  another  of  his  needs  at  cost.  The  fine  service  rendered 
/  our  Co-operative  grain  companies  is  not  to  be  overlooked.  A  compar- 
"ively  new  project  rapidly  gaining  favor  is  Canadian  Co-operative 
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jnplements  Limited.  This  company  is  worthy  of  our  wholehearted  sup 
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port.  I  am  looking  foiwaid  to  the  day  when  I  can  buy  any  type  of  macl 
ine  I  require  from  our  own  co-operative  machine  company.  If  our  plar 
materialize  we  shall  soon  be  able  to  go  to  the  telephone  and  'phor 
headquarters  to  call  for  a  visit  from  the  mobile  maintenance  crew  whic 
services  free  of  charge,  any  implement,  for  the  first  twelve  months  c 
its  life.  Where,  other  than  thiough  a  co-operative,  could  we  hope  t 
receive  service  such  as  this? 

Today  we  people  of  Canada  enjoy  a  great  many  privileges  whic 
are  not  available  to  some  of  our  less  fortunate  friends  and  neighboi 
in  other  countries.  Chief  among  these  is  a  comparatively  high  standar 
of  living.  We  should  be  thankful  for  this  situation,  true  enough,  but  w 
should  also  take  advantage  of  it  at  the  present  time.  If  financial  circun 
stances  justify  the  modernization  of  any  branch  or  branches  of  the  fan 
home  or  equipment,  now  is  the  time  to  install  such  improvements.  Ever 
year  of  our  short  lives  that  we  spend  using  such  conveniences  is  or 
more  year  of  accomplishment.  I  feel  that  we,  the  people  from  the  farm 
are  justly  entitled  to  more  and  more  of  these  conveniences  to  keep  u 
with  progress  which  is  growing  so  rapidly  in  other  lines  of  endeavor 

Turning  to  Junior  work,  I  am  pleased  to  note  that  in  many  of  oii 
locals  a  good  deal  of  interest  has  been  aroused  in  our  quiz  package 
I  am  sure  you  will  find  discussions  on  such  subjects  as  boy  and  gi 
relations,  co-operation,  or  soil  conservation,  very  worthwhile,  as  we 
as  interesting-  We  are  seriously  considering  at  the  present  time  unde 
taking  a  province-wide  competition,  and,  if  in  the  near  future,  the  oth< 
provinces  set  up  rural  young  peoples'  associations,  it  would  be  quil 
feasible  to  offer  a  national  competition  similar  to  the  competitions  ( 
the  Junior  clubs  today,  except  that  ours  might  take  the  form  of  a  publ 
speaking  competition  or  possibly  a  written  examination  on  a  subjet 
such  as  farm  management,  which  could  also  be  studied  by  the  loca 
We  would  be  very  pleased  to  hear  from  the  locals  on  this  svibject  and 
get  suggestions  for  further  or  alternative  competitions. 

The  advantage  of  confining  such  competitions  to  the  membershi 
is  to  eliminate  the  possibility  of  large  numbers  of  University  graduate 
who  have  had  more  training  than  our  average  Junior  members  in  th 
field,  discouraging  others  from  taking  part. 

In  reporting  the  highlights  of  Junior  activities  during  the  pai 
twelve  months  I  must  certainly  mention  Farm  Young  Peoples'  Wet 
and  our  Junior  Convention  which  was  held  at  the  University  last  Jun 
As  usual  the  week  proved  very  popular  with  the  young  people.  In  ol 
serving  the  different  groups  in  attendance  at  the  Junior  Convention  eac 
year  we  feel  that  the  young  people  are  a  little  better  trained  each  yei 
than  the  preceding  classes.  I  hope  that  we  can  justly  claim  a  part  of  tl 
credit  for  this  happy  situation,  along  with  the  general  improvement  1 
be  expected  of  our  modern  teaching  methods.  I  would  like  to  remir 
you  at  this  time  that  the  University  of  Alberta  now  has  ample  room  1 
accommodate  a  large  number  of  young  people  who  might  wish  to  atten 
so  whether  or  not  you  are  a  member  of  the  Junior  U.F.A.,  here  is 
cordial  invitation  to  you  to  take  advantage  of  this  educational  holids 
at  the  University  next  June,  where  you  may  match  your  wits  with  bo; 
and  girls  from  farms  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  Provin( 
in  competition  for  substantial  prizes. 

In  conclusion  I  would  like  on  behalf  of  the  Junior  U.F.A.  to  thar 
all  those  who  assisted  us  both  morally  and  financially  during  the  pa 
year.  I  would  like  to  extend  thanks  especially  to  Miss  Birch,  our  mo 
efficient  secretary  for  her  patient  guidance  to  an  inexperienced  exec 
tive.  We  are  looking  to  the  forthcoming  months  with  a  great  deal  ( 
anticipation  and  with  yovir  continued  support  I  feel  confident  that  194 
will  go  down  in  history  as  the  year  of  progress  for  the  Junior  U.F.A. 
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(eport  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  United  Farmers 

of  Alberta 

Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

The  year  just  closed  was  a  most  trying  one  in  many  respects  for  the 
mers  of  this  province,  and  even  at  this  date  some  of  the  crop  is  still 
nding  in  the  fields.  However,  despite  a  late  spring,  an  early  winter 
snow  and  rain  at  the  wrong  time,  the  1947  crop  brought  fair  returns. 

While  farmers  have  not  had  difficult  conditions  to  contend  with, 
istock  producers  have  been  even  in  a  worse  position.  Your  Board  has 
mt  a  a  great  deal  of  time  going  over  this  situation  trying  to  decide 
best  solution.  This  will  be  reported  in  more  detail  later  on  in  this 
ort. 

MEMORIAM 

Ninteen  hundred  and  forty-seven  has  taken  its  toll  of  many  of  our 
mbers.  We  extend  to  their  families  our  sincerest  sympathy.  Mr.  Rice 
Bppard,  one  of  the  early  members  and  officers  of  the  United  Farmers 
Alberta  passed  away  in  Edmonton  in  September. 


ADMINISTRATION 


Your  Executive  met  five  times  during  1947  and  the  Board  three 
les.  A  meeting  of  the  Board  was  held  in  October.  The  U.F.W.A. 
jeeutive  met  with  the  U.F.A.  board  at  three  of  the  meetings. 

PROPOSED  MERGER  OF  FARM  ORGANIZATIONS 

Following  instructions  of  the  last  Convention  a  contact  committee 
3  again  appointed  and  met  with  the  contact  committee  of  the  A.F.U- 
ee  times.  Your  Board  was  given  instructions  to  continue  negotiations 
h  the  A.F.U.  providing  continued  support  of  the  A.F.A.  and  the 
A.  was  a  condition  of  such  amalgamation.  During  the  year  the 
f.lJ.  stated  their  intention  of  organizing  a  dominion-wide  farm  or- 
ization  and  have  gone  into  Manitoba  and  Ontario  organizing  locals 
h  this  in  mind.  Your  Board  considering  this  and  other  statements 
m  the  A.F.U.,  decided  at  its  meeting  in  October  to  advise  the  A.F.U. 
tact  committee  that  they  felt  no  good  purpose  could  be  served  by 
tinuing  negotiations  on  the  present  basis.  This  was  done  the  follow- 
week  and  negotiations  terminated. 

At  the  October  board  meeting  an  invitation  was  received  from  the 
ird  of  the  A.F.A.  to  the  effect  that  should  negotiations  with  the  A.F.U. 
ak  down,  that  the  U.F.A.  consider  amalgamating  with  the  A.F.A. 
(se  facts  were  forwarded  to  all  locals  for  their  consideration.  You 
>^.  be  asked  at  this  convention  to  come  to  some  decision  in  this  con- 
tion. 

ORGANIZATION  AND  MEMBERSHIP 

From  the  membership  statement  appearing  in  the  convention  pro- 
m,  you  will  see  that  we  have  a  very  substantial  paid  up  permanent 
nbership  as  well  as  over  twelve  thousand  members  who  are  in  the 
cess  of  securing  permanent  membership.  To  this  can  be  added  our 
rly  cash  memberships  making  a  total  for  1947  of  16,487  fully  paid 
I  12,122  partially  paid  members. 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 

The  operations  for  the  year  just  closed  show  a  surplus  of  $6,958.63 
ompared  with  a  surplus  of  $1,522.81  for  the  previous  year.  The  per- 
lent  membership  reserve  now  stands  at  $83,844.42. 

PRESENTING  RESOLUTIONS 

A  slightly  different  procedure  was  followed  this  year  in  presenting 
)lutions  to  the  provincial  government.  Representatives  from  the 
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A.F.A.  and  the  A.F.U.,  as  well  as  the  U.F.A.,  met  the  government  in  o 
group  and  presented  resolutions.  This  committee  met  the  day  previo 
and  consolidated  similar  resolutions  which  were  passed  by  the  conve 
tions  of  the  three  organizations.  It  was  felt  that  this  method  was  ber 
ficial  to  all. 

BROADCASTING  AND  PUBLICITY 

No  broadcasting  campaign  was  put  on  this  year  but  it  is  felt  tl; 
very  favorable  publicity  was  given  to  actions  of  your  board  and  exec 
tive  by  the  press  during  the  year.  ' 

REPRESENTATIONS  ON  OTHER  BODIES 

Our  president,  Mr.  Church,  continues  to  represent  the  organizati 
on  the  Board  of  the  Alberta  Federation  of  Agriculture.  He  is  a  meml 
of  the  Board  of  Alberta  Co-operative  Wholesale.  Mr.  Church  was  a. 
one  of  the  delegates  from  the  C.F.A.  to  the  I.F.A.P.  conference  held 
The  Hague  in  May. 

Mrs.  Lowe,  U.F.W.A-  president,  is  first  vice-president  of  the 
berta  Council  on  Child  and  Family  Welfare  and  our  secretary,  M 
Birch,  represents  the  organization  on  the  Alberta  Farm  Radio  Commifcj 
as  well  as  representing  the  Organization  on  the  Calgary  branch  of  1 
United  Nations  Organization  and  the  Health  Committee  of  the  Cour 
of  Social  Agencies. 

EDUCATIONAL  DEPARTMENT 

The  Educational  Department  held  87  well-attended  meetings  dur:, 
1947,  using  the  sound  projection  equipment.  Some  of  these  meetir 
were  of  an  organizational  nature,  in  connection  with  the  work  of 
U.F.A.,  U.F.W.A.  and  Juniors.  Others  were  held  at  points  where 
carry  on  co-operative  activities.  It  is  gratifying  to  report  that  during 
year  the  Co-op  Board  saw  fit  to  add  to  the  Educational  Department  st, 
Mr.  Lawrence  Proudfoot,  former  Junior  U.F  A.  president,  and  provi( 
him  with  a  car  and  sound  projection  equipment.  This  should  result 
greater  coverage  in  the  coming  year.  At  all  meetings  in  the  past  y 
films  showing  some  phase  of  co-operative  development  were  shown 
addition  to  educational  pictures.  At  many  points  the  film  showing 
activities  of  the  U.F.A.  Co-op  was  received  with  much  appreciati 
Many  excellent  press  reports  resulted  from  these  meetings.  Advertis 
and  publicity  are  becoming  an  increasingly  important  part  of  the  w  ' 
of  this  depaitment.  ' 

ROBERT  GARDINER  MEMORIAL  SCHOLARSHIPS  ' 

Contributions  to  this  fund  are  still  being  received,  chiefly  fi 
U.F.W.A.  Locals.  On  December  31st  the  fund  stood  at  $2,607.19.  '. 
hope  our  locals  and  members  will  continue  to  support  this  worthy  cai' 
Scholarships  awarded  during  1947  were:  Third  year  student  in  Agrii 
ture,  Paul  Melnychyn,  Big  Valley;  Post  graduate  work  in  research; 
Agriculture  in  Alberta,  Stanley  Pethybridge,  Tees;  Olds  School  of  A;; 
culture,  George  Braithwaite  of  Red  Deer  and  Hazel  Ralson  of  HayneSi 

PORTRAITS 

Your  Board  is  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  Mr.  Greenfie 
portrait  has  been  completed  and  that  the  portraits  of  the  three  fori 
U.F.A.  premiers  will  be  hung  in  the  Legislative  Buildings  sometimf; 
the  near  future. 

INCOME  TAX  I 

At  our  convention  last  year  one  of  the  resolutions  passed  as| 
that  breeding  herds  be  recognized  as  capital  assets  and  some  plan  ad 
ed  to  distinguish  between  capital  and  income  in  livestock  dispersal  ss 
This  has  been  put  into  effect  for  1947.  Mr.  Gill  of  the  Income  ' 
Branch,  Ottawa,  will  be  present  at  this  convention  and  will  give  a  si 
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ilk  on  income  tax  matters  generally  and  the  basic  herd  principle,  par- 
cularly. 

So  far  the  Government  has  made  no  further  increase  in  exemptions 
■>T  income  tax  and  several  resolutions  in  this  connection  will  be  brought 
3  the  attention  of  this  convention. 

Your  Board  has  protested  to  the  Government  at  various  times  that 
was  most  unfair  to  farmers  who  were  forced  to  carry  over  wheat  on 
ccount  of  the  quota  system,  to  have  to  pay  income  tax  on  the  returns 
n  the  year  in  which  the  wheat  was  sold-  However,  the  government  has 
I  ow  ruled  that  the  proceeds  of  giain  sold  in  1944  or  1945  which  was 
rown  in  years  which  were  subject  to  quota  will  be  added  to  income  of 
•■^  le  year  of  growth,  provided:  (1)  that  the  farmer  can  satisfy  Income 
^■■ax  Department  that  he  sold  grain  to  the  fullest  extent  of  his  quota 
ich  year,  and  (2)  that  the  grain  carried  over  as  a  result  of  quota  re- 
lictions was  sold  on  or  before  July  31,  1945. 

FEED  GRAIN  AND  LIVESTOCK 

One  of  the  most  difficult  problems  that  has  faced  your  Executive 
nd  Board  this  year  has  been  the  matter  of  prices  of  coarse  grains  in 
jlation  to  livestock  production.  While  the  U.F.A.  is  not  in  favor  of  sub- 
dies,  we  drew  the  attention  of  the  government  to  the  position  in  which 
Vestock  producers  would  be  put  when  the  subsidy  was  removed  from 
Darse  grains  and  urged  that  the  government  take  immediate  action  to 
rotect  livestock  producers  and  to  prevent  inflationary  trends  being 
aused  by  the  removal  of  the  ceilings  and  subsidies.  Your  Board  also 
■ged  that  coarse  grains  be  put  under  the  Wheat  Board.  Our  president 
ttended  a  meeting  in  Ottawa  on  his  return  from  the  I.F.A.P.  confer- 
nee  at  The  Hague  in  June  in  connection  with  feed  grain.  Your  Board 
mJ  hdorsed  the  action  taken  by  the  C.F  A.  at  Kelowna  in  September  when 
ley  urged  the  government  to  find  ways  and  means  to  offset  the  lifting 
prji  f  the  ceilings.  Compensation  for  those  farmers  who  sold  their  grain 
-s.  rior  to  the  lifting  of  the  ceiling  has  been  urged  on  the  Government. 

Representatives  of  our  Organization  met  with  representatives  of 
\e  A.F.U.,  A.F.A.  and  A.L.C.,  in  Edmonton  to  consider  a  method  of 
reventing  further  decreases  in  hog  production.  The  conference  recom- 
lended  to  the  provincial  government  that  they  pay  a  premium  of  $2.00 
)r  each  A  and  B  hog  marketed  in  Alberta  from  approximately  the  first 
E  June  to  the  first  of  October,  one  half  the  cost  to  be  borne  by  the  pro- 
mcial  treasury  and  one  half  collected  through  a  levy  on  all  hogs  mar- 
Bted  during  the  period  approximately  October  1st  to  June  1st.  It  was 
;lt  that  this  would  ensure  an  even  supply  lather  than  having  peak 
eriods  of  deliveries.  The  provincial  government  later  decided  not  to 
ike  any  action  in  this  connection. 

Your  Board  at  its  October  meeting  endorsed  the  action  of  the 
.F.A.  in  asking  the  government  to  bring  about  the  restoration  of  the 
.S.  market  and  to  immediately  set  up  machinery  to  export  a  limited 
[ap  umber  of  cattle  so  as  to  maintain  the  American  market  connection  and 
lat  surplus  money  accruing  on  such  transactions  be  used  in  the  in- 
Srests  of  the  beef  cattle  industry.  While  it  was  realized  that  the  long 
;rm  contracts  with  Britain  were  very  important  to  the  farmers  of 
anada  it  was  felt  that  some  effort  should  be  made  to  retain  the  U.S. 
{larket  for  Canadian  cattle.  Although  the  quota  has  been  doubled  to 
'    ate  this  market  has  not  been  opened. 

In  November  the  U.F.A.  gave  full  support  to  the  campaign  organ- 
led  by  the  A.F.A.  in  urging  the  Government  to  have  the  British  contract 
rices  re-negotiated,  or  the  American  market  opened  or  the  present 
Wees  of  livestock  increased  by  subsidy  to  the  producer.  It  was  pointed 
bt  that  we  were  not  opposing  the  increased  prices  for  coarse  grains  but 
tie  fact  that  as  they  had  increased,  something  must  be  done  to  aid  the 
'vestock  producer. 
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PACKERS'  STRIKE 

During  the  packers'  strike  which  tied  up  five  of  the  largest  plant 
in  the  province,  your  president  through  press  statements  and  letters  ti 
government,  stated  that  the  strike  was  bringing  about  a  major  disaste 
for  the  livestock  industry  of  Alberta.  He  drew  attention  to  the  fact  tha 
the  farmers  of  Canada  had  made  great  sacrifices  during  the  war  am 
since,  in  co-operating  with  the  government  of  Canada  to  keep  down  in 
flation,  stabilize  the  economy  by  long  term  contract  with  Britain,  fee( 
the  starving  peoples  of  the  world  and  had  not  fought  for  the  last  dolla 
they  could  get.  The  citizens  of  towns  and  cities  had  not  been  held  up  b; 
farmers  and  forced  into  paying  exorbitant  prices  for  food.  Your  Execu 
tive  took  the  stand  that  it  was  definitely  the  responsibility  of  Gov 
ernment  to  see  that  this  strike  was  ended  and  expressed  regret  tha 
divided  authority  beween  the  provincial  and  dominion  government 
permitted  the  development  of  the  strike,  and  demanded  that  the  la\ 
be  put  into  force  immediately  to  end  the  strike. 

HUTTERITE  BRIEF 

A  brief  was  presented  to  the  Provincial  Government  early  in  th' 
year  in  which  the  U.F.A.  took  the  stand  that  action  should  be  takei 
by  the  government  to  prevent  the  expansion  of  Hutterite  colonies,  t 
withdraw  from  the  Hutterites  and  other  brotherhoods  the  exemptio! 
from  military  duties  granted  them  by  the  Dominion  Parliament  in  187' 
and  that  the  Hutterites  be  made  to  conform  to  Canadian  ways,  at  least  t 
the  extent  of  compelling  their  children  to  take  the  same  education? 
training  as  Canadian  children  of  surrounding  districts,  with  a  view  t 
their  ultimate  assimilation  as  Canadian  citizens  speaking  our  commo: 
language. 

In  presenting  the  brief  your  Executive  pointed  out  that  while  th 
U.F.A.  laid  claim  to  a  broad  degree  of  tolerance  in  respect  to  any  peopU 
who  in  language,  customs  or  creed  differ  from  ourselves,  we  do  strongl 
hold,  however,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  ourselves  as  citizens  and  of  goverr 
ments,  provincial  and  federal,  to  do  everything  possible  to  weld  togethe 
the  people  of  this  nation  in  unity. 

OLEOMARGARINE 

Your  Board  have  again  protested  the  importation  into  Canada  o 
oleomargarine  or  oil  to  be  used  in  its  manufacture.  This  matter  wi 
come  to  your  attention  by  w'ay  of  resolutions. 

FARM  PRICES  AND  STABILIZATION 

Your  Board  records  pleasure  on  your  behalf  that  it  has  been  foun 
possible  to  continue  supplying  Britain  with  a  substantial  proportion  o 
her  requirements  of  food.  We  urged  an  increase  in  the  price  of  wheat  c 
the  1948  crop  which  would  bring  returns  to  Canadian  farmers  more  int 
line  with  the  world  market  price.  The  negotiations  did  have  that  resul 
We  also  urged  that  the  initial  payment  to  the  wheat  grower  for  the  who! 
five-year  pool  be  raised.  From  press  reports  made  by  the  Minister  w 
understand  this  will  be  done.  It  is  a  matter  of  regret  that  in  negotiatin 
terms  with  the  British  Ministry  of  Food  on  other  farm  produce  the  coi 
tracts  signed  were  for  one  year  only.  We  believe  in  a  long  term  agrei 
ment  policy  for  agriculture.  More  than  anything  else  this  would  ensui 
stability  not  only  for  the  farm  family  but  in  considerable  measure  fc 
the  whole  Canadian  economy. 

FREIGHT  RATES 

A  brief  protesting  the  increase  in  freight  rates  was  presented  1 
the  Royal  Commission  when  it  sat  in  Edmonton.  It  was  pointed  out  thi 
these  increases  would  have  a  very  detrimental  effect  on  agriculture.  Tl 
brief  was  very  favorably  received. 

P.F.A.A. 

Some  amendments  were  made  to  this  act  in  1947  but  to  date  v 
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»iave  not  been  able  to  get  a  copy  of  the  revised  act  or  a  resume  of  the 
imendments  from  the  office  of  the  director  at  Regina.  When  they  are 
eceived  the  information  will  be  passed  on  to  the  locals. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Many  other  matters  have  been  dealt  with.  The  U.F.A.  gave  support 
,0  the  Alberta  Accident  Prevention  Association,  to  the  Alberta  High- 
ways Association,  to  CARE,  lent  assistance  to  the  Extension  Depart- 
nent  of  the  Department  of  Agi-iculture  in  connection  with  harvest  help 
md  Polish  veterans;  conferred  with  Mr.  L.  E.  Pharis,  Alberta  represent- 
EsfJ  itive  on  the  Advisory  Board  to  the  Agricultural  Prices  Support  Board; 
Tiet  with  the  director  of  Alberta  Hail  Insurance  Board-  Time  vnll  not 
)ermit  of  a  full  report  of  all  the  matters  dealt  with  by  your  Board. 

APPRECIATION 

Once  again  we  express  our  appreciation  of  the  faithful  and  efficient 
ATork  of  our  staff  at  Calgary  and  in  particular  of  that  of  our  secretary, 
Miss  Eileen  Birch,  and  those  working  under  her. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

U.F.A.  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS. 
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Report  of  the  U.F.W.A.  Executive,  January  1948  ^ 

Ninteen  hundred  and  forty-seven  is  now  history — some  of  it' 
pleasant  but  a  great  deal  of  it  not  so  happy  for  many  people  ini 
many  lands.  Let  us  hope  that  1948  will  see  warfare  and  strife  ended 
and  the  nations  again  able  to  live  together  in  peace.  Let  us  hope  too,: 
that  1948  will  be  a  year  of  achievement  for  our  United  Farm  Women's 
organization.  Your  Executive  hope  you  will  all  enjoy  this  thirty-third _ 
convention  and  return  to  your  homes  with  renewed  enthusiasm. 

IN  MEMORIAM 

Our  Organization  lost  many  of  its  members  during  1947. 
know  they  will  be  missed  in  many  districts.  One  of  the  early  directo: 
of  our  Organization,  Mrs.  S.  J.  Bentley  of  North  Edmonton  pass 
away  in  December.  To  the  families  of  all  those  bereaved  we  exteij 
our  sincerest  sympathy. 

ADMINISTRATION 

Your  Executive  held  four  meetings  and  met  three  times  with  tl 
U.F.A.  Executive.  These  joint  Executive  meetings  are  very  benefici; 
particularly  when  it  is  impossible  to  have  meetings  of  the  board  mo 
than  twice  a  year.  Your  piesident  has  attended  all  meetings  of  tl 
U.F.A.  Executive  and  your  Executive  all  meetings  of  the  U.F 
Board. 

CONFERENCES 

Very  successful  summer  coiifeiences  were  held  in  all  constit 
encies  with  the  exception  of  Lethbridge.  One  or  two  had  to  be  post 
poned  on  account  of  rain  but  were  held  later.  The  members  are  al 
very  enthusiastic  about  these  conferences,  the  only  difficulty  beinj 
trying  to  squeeze  into  one  day  the  many  things  that  are  to  be  done 

A  member  of  your  Executive  attended  nearly  all  these  conferences 

FARM  WOMEN'S  WEEK 

Our  Organization  was  officially  represented  at  Farm  Women's 
Week  by  Mrs-  Barker  and  Mrs.  Torrie.  They  both  report  successfu 
weeks  with  more  applying  than  could  be  accommodated.  While  th( 
U.F.W.A.  is  fairly  well  represented  we  do  feel  that  perhaps  we  shoulc 
do  more  to  let  our  members  know  just  what  excellent  opportunities 
are  afforded  at  Vermilion  and  Olds. 

COOK  BOOK 

Early  this  year  we  had  another  2,500  copies  of  the  Cook  Bool 
printed  as  there  was  such  a  demand  for  same.  The  first  printing  oJ 
the  Fifth  Edition  is  completely  sold. 

ROBERT  GARDINER  MEMORIAL  SCHOLARSHIP  FUND 

Your  Executive  wish  to  thank  our  U.F.W.A.  Locals  for  the 
splendid  response  made  for  contributions  to  this  fund,  which  stoo( 
at  $2,607.19  at  December  31st.  We  hope  the  locals  will  continue  t( 
send  in  donations  so  that  the  fund  may  be  continued  for  many  years 

Winners  for  1947  were:  Third  year  student  in  Agriculture,  Pau 
Melnychyn,  Big  Valley;  Post-Graduate  Work  in  Research  in  Agricul 
ture  in  Alberta,  Stanley  Pethybridge,  Tees;  Olds  School  of  Agricul 
ture,  Geo.  Braithwaite  of  Red  Deer  and  Hazel  Ralston  of  Haynes. 

CARE 

Your  Executive  has  lent  its  full  support  to  the  work  of  the  CARI 
organization  and  reports  to  hand  show  that  many  of  our  locals  havi 
been  sending  CARE  parcels  to  Britain  and  Europe-  The  work  beinj 
done  by  CARE  is  worthy  of  the  support  of  all  our  locals. 

RURAL  HOUSING 

While  your  Executive  had  hopes  that  something  definite  woul( 
have  been  done  in  regard  to  rural  housing  during  1947,  we  have  ti 
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report  disappointment.  We  have  been  in  conference  with  officials  of 
the  Central  Housing  and  Mortgage  Corporation  and  have  kept  in 
touch  with  them  by  letter,  pointing  out  how  important  this  matter 
was  to  rural  people  and  that  the  need  for  remodelling  farm  homes 
was  even  greater  than  plans  for  new  homes.  Remodelling,  however, 
cannot  be  done  through  Central  Housing  and  Mortgage  Corporation. 
Some  of  your  Executive  have  seen  plans  suggested  for  rural  homes 
and  they  are  very  impractical.  Your  Executive  hope  that  some  action 
will  be  taken  by  this  convention  in  connection  with  Rural  Housing. 

REPRESENTATION  ON  OTHER  BODIES 

The  U.F.W.A.  has  been  represented  at  many  meetings  of  other 
organizations.  We  welcome  these  invitations  as  they  enable  us  to 
express  the  viewpoint  of  rural  women.  Mrs.  Lowe  is  again  first  vice- 
president  of  the  Alberta  Council  on  Child  and  Family  Welfare.  In  the 
absence  of  the  president  our  secretary  extended  greetings  to  the 
Annual  Banquet  held  in  April.  Your  president  and  Mrs.  Stetson 
attended  meetings  of  the  Consumers  League;  also  a  meeting  of  the 
Alberta  Council  on  Education.  They  also  represented  the  Association 
at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Alberta  Section  of  the  Canadian  Con- 
gress of  Women-  Mrs.  Stetson  was  appointed  U.F.W.A.  representative 
on  the  Alberta  Section  of  the  Canadian  Association  for  Adult  Educa- 
tion. Your  secretary,  Miss  Birch,  was  appointed  to  represent  the  U.F. 
W.A.  on  the  Calgary  Branch  of  the  U.N.O.  and  the  Health  Committee 
of  the  Social  Agencies  of  Calgary.  She  is  also  a  member  of  the  Al- 
berta Committee  for  Farm  Radio  Forum.  Mrs.  Douglass  attended  Farm 
Young  People's  Week  last  June.  Your  president  and  second  vice-presi- 
dent were  delegates  at  the  A.F.A.  convention  held  in  December.  Follow- 
ing the  last  annual  convention  your  president  and  secretary  lepre- 
sented  the  U.F-W.A.  at  the  Western  Conference  and  the  C.F.A.  annual 
convention  held  in  Winnipeg.  Your  president  also  attended  all  meetings 
of  the  contact  committee. 

Following  our  last  convention  your  president  and  Mrs.  Stetson 
took  part  in  a  broadcast  over  CFRN,  Edmonton,  and  Miss  Birch  over 
CJCJ,  Calgary,  on  behalf  of  the  Educational  Council. 

Your  president  also  attended  a  meeting  in  Edmonton  of  repre- 
sentatives of  the  LO.D.E.  and  U.F.W.A.  called  by  Miss  Clarke,  director 
of  Provincial  Health  Nurses,  to  discuss  layettes  for  the  Maternity 
Cupboard.  These  three  are  the  only  organizations  participating. 

PRESENTING  RESOLUTIONS 

Arrangements  were  made  this  year  for  resolutions  to  be  presented 
to  the  Government  by  the  U.F. A.,  A.F.A.  and  the  A.F.U.  at  the  same 
time,  as  many  resolutions  passed  by  the  three  conventions  were  very 
similar.  Resolutions  passed  by  only  one  organization  were  presented 
by  the  representatives  of  that  association  following  the  joint  presen- 
tations. 

Resolutions  dealing  with  Federal  matters  were  forwarded  to  the 
Western  Conference  in  Winnipeg  as  well  as  being  presented  to  the 
Federal  Government  by  letter. 

Quite  a  number  of  the  resolutions  have  been  implemented  by  both 
provincial  and  federal  governments. 

CONCLUSION 

We  would  like  in  conclusion  to  thank  all  those  who  entertained 
us  during  our  work  this  past  year.  The  splendid  co-operation  and 
kindnesses  shown  to  us  have  made  the  work  a  great  pleasure.  We 
also  wish  to  express  our  thanks  to  the  members  of  Central  Office 
staff  for  their  assistance  during  the  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

VERA  LOWE,  President 

MOLLY  COUPLAND,   1st  Vice-President 

I.  M.  TAYLOR,  2nd  Vice-President. 
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Report,  of  the  Board  of  U.F.A,  Central  (Co-operative 
Association)  Limited 

In  common  with  most  other  co-operatives  and  business  generally 
hroughout  Canada,  we  are  able  to  report  that  we  have  had  a  very  good 
irear.  Our  efforts  have  been  directed  at  consolidation  rather  than  ex- 
)ansion.  Your  board  and  management  have  held  the  view  that,  consider- 
ng  the  rapid  expansion  of  the  co-operative  during  the  war  years,  it 
ivould  be  wise  to  hold  back  development  somewhat,  so  as  to  be  in  a 
josition  to  hold  the  gains  already  made  and  have  a  strong  base  from 
^hich  to  make  further  advances  as  our  people  show  their  willingness  to 
JO  forward.  The  boom  in  retail  business  which  was  anticipated  when 
ndustrial  plants  were  converted  to  the  production  of  peacetime  re- 
quirements, was  only  partially  realized.  The  older  generation  among  us 
lave  passed  through  two  world  wars  in  their  lifetime  and  are  undoubt- 
jdly  exerting  some  influence  over  the  community  in  general  with  the 
esult  that  an  atmosphere  of  caution  and  conservation  along  some  lines 
jrevails,  rather  than  one  of  reckless  spending.  Other  factors  of  course, 
ire  to  be  taken  into  account.  The  lower  purchasing  power  of  the  dollar 
mdoubtedly  necessitates  restraint  in  spending  among  lower  income 
)racket  groups,  and  there  are  still  shortages  in  many  lines  of  supplies. 

CHANGE  IN  THE  FINANCIAL  YEAR 

For  many  years  the  financial  year  has  terminated  on  October  31st 
ivith  a  view  to  presenting  a  report  to  this  convention  as  nearly  up-to-date 
possible.  The  expansion  of  our  activities  and  increasing  business  has 
made  it  more  and  more  difficult  to  complete  the  annual  audit  and  as- 
emble  the  reports  in  the  two  and  a  half  months  interval.  It  was  there- 
:ore  decided  to  change  the  financial  year  ending  to  July  31st.  The 
lUditors'  statement  and  reports  thereon  are  therefore  for  a  period  of 
line  months  only.  Supplementary  figures  covering  the  months  of  August, 
September  and  October  are  presented  for  purposes  of  comparison  with 
;he  previous  year. 

ADMINISTRATION 

Seven  meetings  of  the  board  and  fourteen  meetings  of  the  executive 
vere  held  since  the  last  convention.  A  mid-year  meeting  of  the  share- 
lolders  and  trustees  was  held  in  October  in  addition  to  the  meetings 
'oUowing  the  last  annual  convention  and  preceding  this  convention. 

Again  this  year  the  annual  business  conference  of  affiliate  co-oper- 
itives  and  branch  stores  was  held  in  Calgary  on  November  21st  and 
!2nd.  That  conference  again  elected  as  representatives  to  the  board  of 
ihe  Co-operative,  Messrs.  D.  H.  Smith  of  Cereal  and  Charles  A.  Fawcett 
(f  Consort. 

PETROLEUM  DIVISION 

In  1947  five  new  agencies  for  Maple  Leaf  Co-op  products  were 
•pened.  Three  of  our  bulk  plants  have  been  completely  rebuilt  and 
even  plants  have  been  modernized  with  electric  pumping  equipment. 
S.  number  of  our  retail  outlets  have  also  been  modernized  with  electric 
alculating  pumps.  This  modernization  programme  which  we  anticipated 
n  our  last  annual  report  will  take  us  several  years  to  complete-  We  now 
iperate  138  bulk  oil  agencies. 

Sales  continue  to  expand  at  most  of  our  well-established  agencies 
,nd  the  support  given  us  at  newly  built  plants  reaffirms  our  faith  in  the 
.Iberta  farmer  as  a  co-operator.  During  the  calendar  year  of  1947  we 
.chieved  a  total  sales  of  light  oils,  that  is  of  gasolines,  distillates  and 
jttel  oils,  of  10,376,856  gallons,  an  increase  over  the  preceding  year  of 

t, 504, 882  gallons-  This  represents  an  increase  of  16.96  ""i  as  compared  to 
11  increase  in  the  total  taxable  fuel  market  as  reported  by  the  Alberta 
Ifovernment  of  15.83  9r.  We  also  report  a  satisfactory  increase  in  motor 
^ils,  gi-eases,  etc.  Our  total  sales  of  petroleum  products  for  the  calendar 
ear  1947  reached  the  sum  of  $2,210,270.32,  an  increase  of  $426,119-97 
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over  1946.  Gross  earnings  for  the  nine  months  financial  year  were  | 
$229,701.57,  agents  commissions  $127,309.36,  net  commission  earnings] 
$102,392.21.  This  was  an  increase  over  the  same  period  of  1946  of] 
20.8';';  . 

Several  increases  in  the  price  of  fuel  oils  took  place  during  the 
yea.r.  In  April  there  was  a  rise  in  the  price  of  standard  gasolines  of  2V2C 
a  gallon.  This  coincided  with  the  discontinuance  of  import  subsidies  and 
the  removal  of  the  2c  federal  tax  on  gasoline.  The  increase  was  made 
necessary  to  enable  the  refiners  to  import  the  required  volume  of  crude 
oil  to  meet  Western  Canadian  demands  for  refined  products.  The  rise  in, 
the  price  of  gasoline  was  made  more  noticeable  through  the  provincial! 
government  increasing  the  tax  on  gasoline  used  in  cars  and  trucks  from 
7c  to  9c  per  gallon.  Subsequent  price  advances  have  been  due  to  sharp] 
rises  in  the  cost  of  crude  oil  over  the  entire  continent  and  by  increased 
freights  on  railroads  of  the  United  States. 

The  present  high  cost  of  farm  fuel  is  a  cause  of  concern  to  your' 
board,  but  no  relief  is  in  sight  until  such  time  as  the  production  of  crude 
oil  in  Alberta  catches  up  to  our  requirements.  The  steady  development  ol  B 
the  Leduc  field  and  the  extensive  search  for  new  pools  of  crude  oil  give 
hope  that  before  long  we  shall  be  relieved  of  the  necessity  of  importing  m 
from  other  countries. 

Some  difficulty  was  experienced  in  keeping  our  agencies  suppliedi  m 
with  products  during  last  spring.  The  situation  was  aggravated  by  the!  — 
lateness  of  the  season  and  by  a  ban  on  highway  traffic  at  a  time  when  the 
demand  for  fuel  was  greatest.  This  may  or  may  not  occur  in  any  year  H 
but  we  urge  as  a  precautionary  measure  that  our  members  purchase  at 
least  a  part  of  their  requirements  well  in  advance  of  actual  need.  In  this 
way  our  agents  can  give  better  service  and  the  spring  rush  can  be  morel 
easily  handled  both  by  our  suppliers  and  our  transportation  facilities.] 

In  spite  of  the  continued  shoi'tage  of  steel  we  were  able  to  purchase 
and  distribute  among  the  agencies  some  3,000  new  galvanized  barrels 
together  with  a  considerable  number  of  lubricating  oil  containers.  These 
barrels  were  distributed  with  a  view  to  ensuring  maximum  turnover; 
and  we  feel  that  on  the  whole  our  agents  are  adequately  equipped  in 
this  respect,  apart  from  a  few  exceptional  cases,  having  regard  to  pre- 
sent volume  sales.  In  this  connection  we  would  refer  to  the  present  tend- 
ency in  the  petroleum  industry  to  encourage  customers  to  install  farm 
storage  tanks,  thus  cutting  down  the  expensive  and  wasteful  practice  oi 
loaning  barrels.  We  visualize  the  time  when  we  will  not  be  called  on 
as  a  co-operative  to  meet  competition  with  loaned  barrels  but  will  have 
a  more  efficient  method  of  delivery  to  our  customers  in  their  own  under- 
ground storage.  Deliveiy  by  metered  truck  is  now  in  almost  universal 
use  in  the  United  States. 

We  are  at  a  loss  to  understand  the  increased  demand  of  our  custo- 
mers for  short  term  accommodation  credit,  reported  by  practically  all 
our  agents.  Your  board  views  this  tendency  toward  credit  buying  witli 
misgiving.  We  realize  that  it  is  sometimes  neither  convenient  nor  practi- 
cal to  pay  cash  for  a  particular  delivery  of  fuel,  but  the  burden  oi 
carrying  a  great  number  of  credit  accounts  is  one  which  no  co-operative 
should  be  called  upon  to  bear.  It  is  a  serious  problem  in  our  operation 
and  a  very  considerable  factor  in  our  expense.  As  co-operators  we  be- 
lieve in  cash  trading  and  urge  upon  our  members  that  they  make  plans 
to  relieve  both  the  agents  of  the  Co-operative  and  the  Co-operative  itselJ 
of  the  expense  and  loss  which  frequently  comes  from  extension  of  credit 

With  Maple  Leaf  Petroleum  Limited,  our  suppliers,  our  relations 
have  continued  to  be  of  the  best  and  we  wish  to  record  our  appreciatior 
of  the  courtesy  of  the  management  and  staff  of  the  company  and  of  th( 
constant  high  quality  of  their  products.  On  page  25  is  a  chart  show- 
ing the  progress  of  the  Co-operative  in  the  volume  distribution  of  ligh1^ 
oils  from  1936  to  1947  inclusive.  ! 
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STORES  DIVISION 

We  have  opened  no  new  branches  during  the  year  but  have  done 
ecJInuch  to  improve  plant  and  equipment  at  most  of  the  fifteen  stores  now 
n  operation.  In  several  instances  we  have  purchased  land  with  a  view  to 
uture  expansion.  The  outstanding  development  of  the  year  in  that  con- 
Te^ection  was  the  purchase  of  the  buildings  at  Medicine  Hat  which  we  have 
)een  renting  since  1942.  Our  property  in  that  city  stands  with  its  back  to 
he  market  square  and  is  just  across  the  street  from  the  side  entrance 
0  the  store  of  the  T.  Eaton  Company.  The  principal  building  on  the 
)roperty  is  of  brick  construction,  three  stories  high  with  full  basement- 
The  store  occupies  the  ground  floor  while  the  two  upper  stories  are 
'!Sf  "ented  as  apartments.  There  is  an  additional  brick  building  with  base- 
st  rnent  on  the  property  which  is  being  used  as  storage  for  feeds  and  other 
livestock  supplies.  Architect's  plans  have  been  drawn  up  and  contractor's 
festimates  received  for  consolidating  these  buildings  into  one  and  carry- 
ng  out  some  general  improvements  calculated  to  fit  into  a  design  cover- 
ng  the  whole  property.  When  these  plans  are  carried  out  we  shall  have 
i'i*ne  of  the  best  store  buildings  in  Medicine  Hat. 


Retail  operations  at  Calgai-y  for  the  nine  months  period  totalled 
1482,970.94.  This  was  38 of  the  total  retail  business  for  the  stores 
ivision  for  the  period.  Retail  sales  at  Calgary  for  the  three  months 
'A.ugust,  September  and  October,  totalled  $684,560.94,  making  the  total 
for  the  corresponding  twelve  months  period  of  the  previous  financial 
■  srear  of  $642,205.13.  The  Calgary  staff  handled  in  addition  $136,117.43 
3f  purchases  for  the  branch  stores  and  associated  co-operatives. 
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Total  sales  for  the  nine  months  year  aggregated  $1,256,191.96 
The  net  gain  on  these  operations  amounted  to  $50,317.02  which  is  4  7o  on 
sales.  A  factor  to  be  taken  into  account  is  that  the  months  of  August, 
September  and  October  are  the  three  best  months  of  the  year.  Sales  for 
those  three  months  in  1947  aggregated  $479,495.35,  bringing  the  total 
for  the  comparable  period  of  the  previous  financial  year  to  $1,736,187.31 
as  compared  with  $1,650,685.55,  an  increase  of  $85,501.76,  that 
is  5.17 -Tf. 

Comparing  the  nine  months  period  with  the  corresponding  period 
of  the  previous  financial  year,  the  increase  in  business  at  all  fifteen 
stores  was  $123,572.29,  that  is  10.87 When  the  increase  in  dollar 
value  of  goods  is  considered,  it  is  probable  that  we  have  just  a  little  bet 
ter  than  held  our  own  with  respect  to  sales  as  compared  with  last  year. 
The  increase  at  Calgary  was  13.7':;  as  compared  with  9.16^:^  at  the 
fourteen  branches. 

Your  management  is  making  a  serious  effort  to  keep  down  invent- 
ories and  thus  avoid  loss  from  obsolescence  of  goods  or  lowering  of  prict 
levels.  At  the  end  of  the  financial  year  total  merchandise  inventories 
stood  at  $513,674.28  which  is  $23,136.63  in  excess  of  that  of  1946 
When  appreciation  of  inventory  values  is  considered  we  might  say  thai 
a  slight  inventory  reduction  has  been  effected. 

On  this  page  we  present  a  graph  showing  the  sales  volume  of  th( 
stores  division  for  each  year  since  1940. 

Future  Expansion.  The  desire  to  enjoy  the  facilities  of  the  Co-oper- 
ative has  resulted  in  the  last  few  months  in  the  setting  up  of  convassing, 
committees  in  four  additional  communities,  while  at  several  of  thos< 
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■already  established,  funds  are  being  raised  to  erect  new  or  additional 
jbuildings  and  generally  improve  the  work  of  the  branch  at  those  points. 

!^  j  Many  difficulties  have  been  encountered  in  the  operations  of  the 
Stores  division,  particulax-ly  in  securing  efficient  help.  It  was  found 
lecessary,  for  instance,  during  the  war  and  since,  in  order  to  accommo- 
ate  the  local  branch  manager  and  his  family  in  several  instances  to  pur- 
hase  houses.  It  is  worthy  of  note  also  that  during  the  past  year  increases 
n  wages  and  salaries  have  amounted  to  approximately  14%.  Sharp  rises 
li  the  cost  of  living  during  the  year  practically  wiped  out  the  benefits 
{  wage  and  salary  adjustments  in  a  large  number  of  cases-  Your  board 
onsidered  the  situation  and  re-established  the  cost  of  living  bonus  sys- 
em  commencing  with  November  1st.  We  are  very  glad  to  be  able  to 
eport  that  a  very  fine  spirit  exists  among  our  employees,  most  of  whom 
eem  to  be  proud  to  be  associated  with  this  co-operative  enterprise. 

BULK  SUPPLIES  DEPARTMENT 

We  are  able  to  record  this  year  some  really  significant  progress  in 
l.his  aspect  of  our  work.  Early  in  1947  it  became  apparent  that  a  large 
pumber  of  the  locals  of  the  association  engaged  in  the  co-operative 
puying  of  coal  would  be  unable  to  obtain  supply  from  the  sources  they 
pad  been  using  for  years  past.  Representatives  of  U.F.A.  Central  Co- 
operative, Acadia  U.F.A.  Co-operative  and  U.F.A.  Coronation  Constitu- 
ency Co-operative,  entered  into  negotiations  with  a  mine  owner  in  the 
)rumheller  field,  in  association  with  two  experienced  mine  operators 
|\-ith  whom  the  co-operatives  have  been  connected  for  some  years.  On 
lay  1st,  1947,  a  limited  company  was  formed  and  registered  under  the 
hame  Maple  Leaf  Coal  Company  Limited,  which  took  over  as  of  that 
fate  the  mine  leases  and  properties  of  Maple  Leaf  Minerals  Limited, 
)rumheller.  The  mine  is  situated  some  ten  miles  south  east  of  that  city 
Ind  is  in  operation  with  a  staff  of  some  55  to  60  persons.  Considerable 
development  work  has  had  to  be  undertaken  to  prepare  for  an  efficient 
)peration  of  the  mine.  A  limiting  factor  is  lack  of  housing  accommoda- 
ion  for  miners.  Steps  have  been  taken  to  meet  the  situation  and  a  steady 
mprovement  in  conditions  is  noted-  Production  at  the  mine  is  running 
!  Tom  100  to  150  tons  per  working  day  and  we  are  confidently  antici- 
f  lating  that  with  equipment  in  good  order  and  working  conditions  in  the 
nine  improved,  we  can  ensure  a  supply  of  first  class  coal  for  all  associa- 
i  ed  interests  of  the  U.F.A.  Co-operatives  within  economic  range  of  the 
:■  i)rumheller  field. 

There  is  a  marked  falling  off  in  sales  of  binder  twine  in  recent  years 

-  lue  to  lack  of  harvest  help  and  the  consequent  increased  use  of  the 
ombine  thresher.  Sales  through  U.F.A.  Locals,  branch  stores  of  the  Co- 
operative and  at  elevators  of  our    suppliers.    United    Grain  Growers 

•  'limited,  amounted  to  423,000  pounds  for  the  season.  The  returns  on  this 

-  ')hase  of  our  operations  are  not  available  until  the  end  of  harvest  and 
■'■  re  therefore  not  included  in  the  financial  statement. 

ALBERTA  CO-OPERATIVE  WHOLESALE  ASSOCIATION 

The  Wholesale  continues  to  make  progress.  A  series  of  conferences 
etween  representatives  of  our  Association  and  the  board  and  officials 
™  f  the  Wholesale  has  served  to  strengthen  our  affiliation.  The  volume  of 
ipn  lUrchases  made  through  the  Wholesale  by  us  continues  to  grow,  though 
owly,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  warehouse  of  the  Wholesale  is  not 
ithin  economic  range  of  the  larger  number  of  U.F.A.  Co-op  branches. 

Expansion  of  the  retail  store  movement  in  the  Peace  River  and  Leth- 
ridge  areas  has  been  in  view  for  some  time  past  and  has  been  the  subject 
of 'J  if  conferences  with  the  board  of  the  Wholesale  and  the  board  of  the 
Southern  Alberta  Co-operative  Association  in  the  past  year.  A  fine  spirit 
f  co-operation  among  these  various  interests  exists  and  augurs  well  for 
strong  and  well  integrated  movement  in  the  consumer  and  farm  sup- 
rasillilies  phases  of  co-operative  enterprise. 
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We  greatly  regret  to  record  the  passing  last  April  of  Mr-  David 
Smeaton,  for  many  years  manager  of  the  Co-operative  Wholesale.  His 
wide  general  experience,  knowledge  of  merchandising,  sound  training  ir 
the  British  co-operative  movement,  and  his  untiring  energy  and  devotior' 
to  co-operative  principles  made  his  contribution  to  the  progress  of  the 
movement  in  Western  Canada  one  of  the  most  noteworthy.  Mr.  Richarc 
Davies,  his  successor,  who  served  under  Mr.  Smeaton,  takes  over 
this  important  position  with  the  best  wishes  and  the  confidence  of  youi 
Board  and  thousands  of  fellow  co-operators. 

INCOME  TAX 

This  subject  is  still  a  live  issue  for  the  co-operatives  of  Canada 
Under  the  auspices  of  the  Co-operative  Union  of  Canada,  a  meeting  Oj 
some  twenty  representatives  of  the  larger  co-operatives  of  the  prairie; 
was  held  at  Regina  on  November  3rd.  Consideration  was  given  to  Bil 
No.  454  which  will  be  brought  forward  by  the  federal  government  a'l 
the  next  session  of  Parliament.  The  bill  re-casts  legislation  under  whicl 
corporate  business  including  co-operatives  is  to  be  taxed  and  wil 
supersede  the  Dominion  Income  Tax  Act. 

The  following  resolution  was  passed  at  the  Regina  meeting:  "tha 
this  meeting  recommend  to  the  co-operatives  of  Canada  that  the  Co 
operative  Union  re-affirm  its  stand  of  1946  and  1947  with  respect  to  thi 
non-taxability  of  co-operatives  and  proceed  to  secure  such  amendment; 
to  Bill  No.  454  as  will  tend  to  that  end". 

MEMBERS'  LOAN  FUND 

In  1943  when  it  became  evident  that  to  buy  out  existing  businesse 
to  open  as  branches  of  the  Co-operative  it  would  be  necessary  for  thi 
people  desiring  those  services  to  supply  the  capital  required,  it  wa 
decided  to  open  a  members'  loan  fund-  Between  that  time  and  the  closi 
of  this  financial  year  $195,684.74  has  been  subscribed.  Loans  are  re 
ceived  for  a  period  of  ten  years  with  interest  at  three  per  cent  pe 
annum.  One  tenth  of  the  original  subscription  is  repaid  as  at  April  30tl 
each  year.  For  the  year  ending  at  that  date  in  1947  repayments  of  prin 
cipal  amounted  to  $19,177.48  and  interest  $4,054.14.  Opportunity  to  re 
invest  with  the  Co-operative  on  a  demand  loan  basis  was  offered;  th 
amount  to  be  withdrawable  on  thirty  days  notice.  Some  $6,600.00  wa 
re-invested.  At  the  end  cf  the  financial  year  the  fund  stood  a 
$161,912.93. 

Members  of  the  Association  wishing  to  establish  a  branch  store  iii 
their  community  will  readily  realize  that  it  is  necessary  to  raise  sufficien 
funds  either  to  build  or  rent  a  store  building,  furnish  it  with  the  necess 
ary  equipment  and  stock  it  with  merchandise,  or  to  purchase  an  existin;? 
business  and  make  of  it  an  efficient  working  unit  of  the  Co-operative. 

DEFERRED  DIVIDEND  FUND 

Between  1932  and  1941  we  paid  dividends  in  cash.  In  1942  we  se 
up  the  revolving  door  fund  plan.  Total  cash  dividends  in  the  earlie 
period  amounted  to  $57,684.28.  Since  1942  division  of  the  surplu 
earnings  has  been  as  follows: 


Paid  in  cash  (to  affiliates)     $102,711.21 

Allocated  to  members     198,708-79 

Deducted  for  membership    87,265.43 


Total   $429,708.31 

Total  distributed  since  1932   $487,392.59 


EDUCATIONAL  DEPARTMENT 

The  staff'  of  the  educational  department  has  held  eighty-seve 
meetings  throughout  the  province  during  the  year.  In  April  Mr.  Lav 
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Dji  ice  Produdf oot,  former  Junior  President,  was  added  to  the  staff  and 
e  j  jvided  with  a  car  and  a  fully  modern  moving  picture  outfit,  dupli- 
■5,  iing  Mr.  Thornton's  equipment.  At  all  meetings  films  depicting  some 
Ijo^  ases  of  co-operative  development  were  shown,  together  with  films 
>&  more  general  educational  or  entertainment  nature.  A  film  is  being 
ilt  showing  our  own  activities  throughout  the  province,  with  scenic 
tings  designed  to  interest  our  people  in  other  features  of  the  life 
the  province.  This  is  a  coloured  film,  not  yet  completed  or  edited 
Id  titled-  It  has  met  with  a  very  favourable  reception.  The  members 
the  staff  have  been  accompanied  on  many  occasions  by  members 
the  boards  of  directors  of  the  parent  organization,  who  have  given 
dresses  and  assisted  in  organization  of  locals. 

Much  use  has  been  made  of  the  columns  of  The  Western  Farm 
ader,  and  we  are  pleased  to  record  here  our  appreciation  of  the 
blicity  received  through  that  medium;  also  through  the  weekly  and 
ily  press.  Large  numbers  of  pamphlets  have  been  distributed ;  and 
has  been  made  as  in  former  years  of  many  of  the  radio  stations 
the  province.  Outstanding  in  that  connection  is  the  programme 
dch  we  sponsor  over  four  stations,  "The  Co-op  Show''  at  12:15 
ch  Thursday  noon. 
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AFFILIATION 


U.F.A.  Central  Co-operative  and  its  affiliates — Acadia,  Corona- 
n  and  Pembina — are  units  of  the  Alberta  Federation  of  Agi-icul- 
re  and  therefore  of  the  Canadian  Federation  of  Agriculture.  Your 
ard  is  confirmed  in  its  belief  in  the  paramount  value  of  that  organ- 
.  ;  ftion  to  the  Canadian  farmer.  Our  assistant  general  manager,  Mr. 
J.  Hoppins,  was  re-elected  director  for  the  farm  supplies  division 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  A.F.A.  in  December.  Mr.  George  Church, 
|r  chairman,  in  his  capacity  as  president  of  the  United  Farmers,  was 
elected  vice-chairman  of  the  A  F.A.  and  one  of  Alberta's  represen- 
ives  on  the  board  of  the  Canadian  Federation.  He  was  Alberta's 
presentative  on  the  delegation  of  the  C.F.A.   to  the  first  annual 

feting  of  the  International  Federation  of  Agricultural  Producers  in 
Hand  in  May,  1947. 

In  June  1947  at  a  very  representative  and  largely  attended  meet- 
f  of  Alberta  co-operators  a  section  of  the  Co-operative  Union  of 
nada  was  provisionally  set  up.  In  the  intervening  months,  the  pro- 
ional  board  has  sought  to  secure  the  support  of  the  local  co-opera- 
e  stores  of  the  province  with  satisfactory  results.  It  is  widely  con- 
";;:iHied  across  Canada  that  the  Co-operative  Union  has  a  special  func- 
n  to  fulfill  in  the  promoting  of  education  in  co-operation,  defending 
J  interests  of  all  types  of  co-operatives  before  legislative  and  ad- 
nistrative  bodies,  etc.  It  was  the  desire  of  those  attending  the  June 
seting  that  in  the  setting  up  of  the  Alberta  section  of  the  Co-opera- 
e  Union,  care  would  be  taken  not  to  impair  the  position  of  the 
berta  Federation  of  Agriculture.  Mr.  Priestley,  our  general  man- 
er,  is  a  member  of  the  provisional  board  of  the  Alberta  section  of 
e  Union. 


CANADIAN  CO-OPERATIVE   IMPLEMENTS  LIMITED 

Considerable  progress  has  been  made  by  C.C.I.L.  in  the  past  year. 
1  a  visit  to  the  Elmwood  plant  at  Winnipeg  recently  by  our  chairman 
d  manager  they  saw  that  the  ground  work  is  now  well  laid  for  the 
tting  up  in  this  province  as  well  as  in  the  other  two  provinces  of 
je  prairies,  of  a  system  of  co-operative  sales  outlets  for  the  machin- 

29 


I 


ery  which  is  being  produced  at  Elmwood  and  the  machinery  beii 
manufacture  by  the  Cockshut  Plow  Company  for  C.CI.L. 

At  Calgary  we  are  carrying  a  fairly  complete  line  of  goods  mad 
at  the  Elmwood  plant,  including  discers,  wagon  boxes,  farm  truci:^ 
sleighs,  woodwork  items  and  small  hardware,  etc.  Sales  are  steadf 
increasing  in  these  lines.  A  provincial  office  of  C.CI.L.  is  to  be  ope 
in  Edmonton  shortly. 

CO-OPERATIVE  LIFE   INSURANCE  COMPANY 

Your  board  has  noted  with  interest  the  growth  and  expansioi 
of  this  newest  of  our  inter-provincial  co-operatives.  It  is  now  proposer 
that  other  lines  of  insurance  be  added  and  there  is  the  early  possibilit; 
of  a  close  connection  being  established  with  the  Co-operative  Insur 
ance  Society  of  Great  Britain.  Your  board  assisted  in  setting  up  th( 
required  guarantee  of  the  Alberta  insurance  superintendent's  depart 
ment.  An  investigation  is  being  made  into  the  feasibility  of  introducinj 
to  the  U.F.A.  co-operative  store  system,  the  membership  insuranci 
provisions  of  Co-op  Life  based  on  the  purchases  of  the  member  family 

FUTURE  DEVELOPMENT 

In  all  three  divisions  of  our  work  the  outlook  is  bright.  In  thi 
petroleum  division  the  addition  of  a  few  good  agencies  each  year  a 
the  average  rate  since  the  Co-operative  entered  into  contract  witl 
Maple  Leaf  Petroleum,  will  soon  cover  the  province  with  co-operativi 
outlets-  In  the  stores  division  we  have  activity  which  will  possibl; 
raise  the  number  of  branches  to  twenty  this  year.  In  the  bulk  supplie 
division  we  have  our  new  coal  mining  development.  The  field  is  widi 
and  opportunities  are  great.  There  is  a  rising  tide  of  co-operativ< 
thought  and  action.  The  chief  limitation  is  lack  of  sufficient  capital 
Many  of  our  members  see  this  clearly  and  there  is  evidence  of  readines 
to  respond  to  the  need  when  the  invitation  is  given.  Your  Board  is  con 
vinced  that  as  soon  as  possible,  permanent  capital  should  be  provide( 
to  carry  on  the  operations  of  the  Co-operative. 

For  several  years  now,  the  future  of  the  Co-operative  has  beei 
under  discussion  in  connection  with  the  proposed  merger  of  farn 
bodies.  Your  board  feels  it  to  be  of  very  great  importance  that  th' 
status  of  the  Co-operative  be  settled  and  cleared  of  the  uncertaintie 
incident  to  the  effort  at  unity  in  that  field. 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 


•t 


Again  this  year  the  books  have  been  audited  by  Harvey,  Morrisoi 
and  Co.,  chartered  accountants  of  Calgary.  Mr.  W.  Herbert  Nield,  C.A 
of  that  firm  is  at  this  convention  and  will  present  the  auditor's  repor 
and  financial  statements,  a  consolidation  of  which  is  appended  hereto 

APPRECIATION  OF  STAFF 

Your  Board  in  closing  this  report  has  pleasure  in  placing  on  recon 
its  appreciation  of  the  loyal  service  given  to  the  Co-operative  by  Mi 
Priestley,  our  General  Manager,  the  staff  at  Central  Office,  the  staff  o 
the  Calgary  store  and  of  the  branch  stores  and  the  staff  of  the  severa 
divisions  of  the  field  service;  also  that  of  the  agents  handling  petroleun 
products  and  livestock  supplies  throughout  the  province. 


Respectfully  submitted. 


Geo.    E.    Church,  Chairman 
M.  H.  Ward,  Vice-Chairman 
D.  H.  Smith 
C.  A.  Fawcett 
R.  Hennig. 
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U.F.A.  CENTRAL  CO-OPERATIVE  . 

r 

CALGARY, 
Condensed  Balance  Sheet 


ASSETS 


Current : 

Cash  on  Hand  and  at  Banks..  $  53,927.23 

Accounts  Receivable 

General   .  $  97.947.62 

Lien  Agi'eements 

Equipment    58,627.29 


$156,574.91 

Less  Reserve  for  Bad  Debts..  10,300.63 

• — ■  —  146,274.28 

Maple  Leaf  Coal  Company  Limited — 

Advance  and  Literest    7,562.50 

Co-operative  Life  Insurance  Company 

— Note      1,500.00 

Dominion  of  Canada  Bonds    1,500.00 

Merchandise  Inventories     513,674.28 

Oil  Station  Equipment  on  Hand     5,796.64 


$730,234.93 


Investments 

Maple  Leaf  Coal  Company  Limited 

— Shares   $  2,500.00 

Alberta  Co-operative  Wholesale — Shares  1,459.00 

— Deferred  Dividends  Receivable    946.32 

Utilities  Deposits    373.40 


Fixed  —  at  Cost: 

Buildings   .•  ..-$127,692.04 

Less  Reserve  for  Depreciation  16,185.49 


Plant  and  Oil  Station 

Equipment   $254,710.01 

Less  Reseive  for  Depreciation  108,878.39 


Office  and  Store  Equipment  $  61,082.75 
Less  Reserve  for  Depreciation  16,582.24 


Automotive  Equipment   $  7,814.04 

Less  Reserve  for  Depreciation  3,378.88 


$111,506.55 

145,831.62 
44,500.51 
4,435.16 


5,278.72 


Construction  work  in  progress  3,876.38 
Land    28,108.78 


338,259.00 

Prepaid  Expense  and  Deferred  Charges   5, 988. 34 


$1,079, 760. 9£ 
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ASSOCIATION  LIMITED 

ALBERTA 

as  at  31st  July,  1947 

LIABILITIES 
Current 

Outstanding  Cheques     $  36,726.36 

Bank  Loan      50,000,00 

Trade  Accounts  Payable — 

Accrued  Interest,  etc.    119,838.49 

Balance  Earnings — 

Nine  Months  ended  31st  July,  1947    82,821.17 


Deferred 

Financing  of  Oil  Plants  and.  Equipment, 
Head  Office  Building,  etc   


Total  Liabilities  to  the  Public 


Members'  Equity 

United  Farmers  of  Alberta 

Permanent  Memberships — Loan   $  83,009.48 

Members'  Loans    -  161,912.93 

Interest  Accrued  on  Loans   ..  3,174.64 

Dividends   Payable — Deferred    197,282.99 


For  Insurance  on  Plants  $  3,330.00 

For  Burglary  Insurance    250.30 

For   Contingencies    18,761.44 


$289,386.02 


182,636.91 


$472,022.93 


Surpli 


22.341.74 
140,016.28 


607,738.06 


$1,079,760.99 
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U.F.A.  CENTRAL  CO-OPERATIVE 

CALGARY, 

Consolidated  Statement  of  Operations  for 


REVENUE 

Sales 

Stores,  Livestock  Supplies     $1,282,199.64 

Less  Cost  of  Sales     1,056,644.67 

Gross  Margin  on  Sales   225,554.97 

Add  Cash  and  Volume  Discounts    11,605.09 


$237,160.C 


Petroleum  Products — -Gross  Revenue   249,778.1 

Other  Income    6,292.5 


$493,230.7 


For  purpose  of  comparison  with  the  twelve  months  financial 
year  ending  October  31st,  1946  aggregate  business  of  all  divisioins 
for  the  corresponding  twelve  months  was  $4,045,457.63  as  com- 
pared with  $3,623,611-58. 
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,Y  SSOCIATION  LIMITED 

Lberta 

'i  Nine  Months  Ended  31st  July,  1947 

EXPENSES 

laries,  Wages  and  Commissions     $275,123.70 

preciation — Buildings    3,357.23 

— Oil  Plant  and  Service  Station    16,601.08 

— Office  and  Store  Equipment      -  4,418.62 

— Autos  and  Trucks    1,048.37 

xes.  Licenses  and  Insurance    -  5,552.96 

ild  Work     7,880.06 

;erest      -    10,699.39 

stage.  Revenue  Stamps,  Telephone  and  Telegraph   5,661-15 

vertising  and  Broadcasting    -  6,965.33 

ndry      —  8,401.55 

,nt        15,778.20 

pairs  and  Maintenance  —   -     7,501.21 

at,  Light  and  Water   -   6,655.22 

rapping,  Twine,  etc.        5,085.88 

rtage,  Delivery  and  Express      4,531.87 

mmittees'  Expense      4,327.03 

itionery  and  Printing    3,938.89 

Dvision  for  Bad  Debts      3,000.00 

  :dit.  Legal  and  Financial       1,587.69 

employment  Insurance   1,630.09 

mager's  Expenses     :     2,038.86 

retaking     .   895.66 

,'iployees'  Group  Insurance   -   1,114.38 

filiation  Fees,  Grants  and  Donations     2,027.00 

undry  and  Smocks      1,279-91 

change      617.41 

monton  Office  Rent  and  Stationery      313.25 

ucational  Supplies,  Films,  etc.    377.62 


$408,409.61 

t  Gain  on  Operations  for  Period      84,821.17 


$493,230.78 


Total  Sales  of  All  Commodities  for  the  Period — $2,885,823.42. 
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Convention  Resolutions 


Organization  Resolutions  Passed  by  the  39th  Annual  Convention 
of  The  United  Farmers  of  Alberta,  Edmonton,  January,  1948 

1.  FUTURE  OF  THE  CO-OPERATIVE 

Whereas,  one  of  the  important  activities  of  the  U.F.A.  since  1931  has  been 
the  setting  up  and  expansion  of  co-operative  buying  through  our  subsidiary  or- 
ganization, U.F.A.  Central  Co-operative  Association  Limited,  and 

Whereas,  the  business  interests  of  the  Co-operative  now  cover  large  areas 
of  the  province  and  have  reached  an  annual  aggregate  volume  of  over  four 
million  dollars,  and 

Whereas,  it  is  recognized  that  the  assets  of  the  Co-operative  have  been 
accumulated  by  reason  of  the  patronage  of  the  customers  body  and  are  held  in 
trust  for  member  customers,  and 

Whereas,  it  is  desirable  to  give  to  the  Co-operative,  and  to  the  Board  of 
Directors  thereof,  the  utmost  possible  stability  and  permanence; 

Be  it  therefore  resolved,  that  the  Co-operative,  be  established  on  an 
independent  and  self-governing  basis,  but  under  arrangements  for  continued 
close  association  with  the  U.F.A.  subject  to  the  following  general  principles: 

(1)  the  words  "United  Farmers  of  Alberl-a"  shall  be  in  the  name  of  the 
Co-operative. 

(2)  Membership  in  the  Co-operative  shall  be  subject  to  the  qualifications 
of  patronage. 

(3)  There  shall  be  provision  for  adequate  financial  support  of  the  U.F.A. 
through  the  Co-operative.  This  financial  support  shall  be  provided  in 
any  one  or  more  of  the  following,  or  other  suitable  ways: 

(a)  by  making  a  mutually  satisfactory  annual  grant. 

(b)  by  paying  c  percentage  of  the  surplus  earnings. 

(c)  by  accepting  requisitions  for  membership  in  the  U.F.A.  on  dividends 
due  the  member,  this  last  named  method  to  be  obligatory. 

(4)  Membership  shall  be  grouped  into  locals  or  zoning  areas  for  election 
of  officers  and  the  governing  board  of  the  Co-operative. 

(5)  All  present  members  of  the  Association  as  at  December  31,  1947,  to  be 
members  of  the  Co-operative,  thus  ensuring  that  those  persons  whose 
membership  has  assisted  in  building  the  Co-operative  shall  have  the  right 
to  continued  to  participate  in  its  benefits  unless  such  member  wishes 
to  withdraw 

(6)  An  annual  convention  or  annual  meeting  covering  the  interests  of 
both  bodies  of  members  shall  be  held  at  the  same  place  in  the  same 
week. 

(7)  The  U.F.A.  shell  cease  to  held  any  interest  in  the  assets  of  the  Co- 
operative save  and  except  the  membership  loan  fund  or  such  part 
thereof  as  may  be  agreed  upon.  The  said  fund  or  part  thereof  shall 
continue  to  be  held  by  the  Co-operative  in  trust  for  the  U.F.A.  and 
shall  be  paid  to  the  U.F.A.  in  annuel  instalments  in  such  amounts  as 
shall  be  mutually  agreed  upon,  and 

Be  it  further  resolved,  that  the  directors  be  and  they  are  hereby 
empowered  to  take  such  action  and  to  do  such  acts  and  things  as  may  be  nec- 
essary to  carry  into  effect  the  terms  of  this  resolution. 
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2. 


UNITY  OF  FARM  BODIES 


Whereas,  it  is  clearly  evident  that  laige  numbers  of  farmers  sincerely 
desire  the  greatest  possibia  unity  in  farm  organization  in  Alberta,  and  have 
for  many  years  post  mode  effort  to  achieve  that  unity,  we  of  the  United  Farmers 
of  Alberta  desire  to  place  ourselves  on  record  as  follows: 

It  was  in  1909  that  the  two  farm  bodies  then  operating  in  this  province 
came  together  under  rhe  ncme  The  United  Formers  of  Alberta.  Throughout  the 
subsequent  years  it  was  the  pride  of  the  members  of  this  organization  that  the 
words  of  our  name  v/ere  really  true.  A  large  percentage  of  the  farm  people 
became  members  and  were  a  cross  section  of  agriculture  from  extreme  left  to 
extreme  right,  but  all  were  seeking  in  unity  the  betterment  of  conditions  for 
the  people  on  the  land. 

As  the  years  passed  it  was  brought  home  to  us  that  the  chief  economic 
problems  of  the  forme--  were  in  the  field  of  national  ond  international  policy. 
It  was  therefore  with  eagerness  that  vve  assisted  in  forming  our  national  organiza- 
tion now  known  as  the  Federation  of  Agriculture,  which  has  recently  entered  the 
international  field  and  become  a  chai'"er  mem.ber  of  the  International  Federa- 
tion of  Agricultural  Producers  with  a  future  of  great  promise. 

During  this  period  as  a  direct  result  of  our  own  efforts  numerous  business 
organizations  were  established,  owned  and  controlled  b/  farmers  themselves,  to 
take  care  of  every  major  phase  of  the  farmers'  trading  activities.  Notv/ith- 
standing  our  success  in  these  fields,  it  is  recognized  that  there  still  is  imperotive 
need  for  a  primary  farm  movement  to  co-ordinate  oM  of  these  enterprises,  as 
well  as  the  discussion  of  all  other  problems  affecting  the  welfare  of  rural  com- 
munities. 

We  now  find  ourselves  facing  the  fact  that  we  have  in  Alberta  not  only 
one  co-ordinating  farm  organization  but  three,  designed  for  that  purpose.  We 
do  not  propose  to  review  in  detail  how  this  has  come  about  but  wish  to  make 
clear  that  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta  is  still  a  uniting  body  and  that  we  are 
willing  to  take  all  possible  steps  to  achieve  unity.  We  are  taking  steps  at  this 
convention  to  remove  one  difficulty  in  the  way  by  establishing  our  Co-operative 
on  a  self-governing  basis  and  now  propose  that  the  whole  question  of  unifica- 
tion of  farm  organization  be  reconsidered. 

Be  it  therefore  resolved: 

(1)  That  this  annual  convention  of  the  U.F.A.  accept  the  proposal  of  the 
A.F.U.  to  enter  into  amalgamation  without  any  provisos  attached  but  still  re- 
maining an  affiliate  of  the  Alberta  Federation  of  Agriculture  and  further  that 
such  amalgamation  shall  be  on  the  basis  of  support  of  the  C.F.A. 

(2)  That  this  convention  instructs  its  board  to  conduct  the  affairs  of  the 
jU.F.A.  so  as  to  be  prepared  to  give  effect  to  amalgamation  as  soon  as  possible. 

(3)  That  the  Executive  of  the  boards  of  the  U.F.A.  and  A.F.U.  constitute 
!a  provisional  board  to  arrange  for  the  first  convention  of  the  new  body. 

3.  CONSTITUTIONAL  AMENDMENT 

Be  it  resolved,  that  subsection  (b)  of  section  1  5  of  the  constitution  be  amend- 
ed to  read: 

"Such  separate  meeting  shall  be  called  the  U.F.W.A.  Convention  and  it 
shall  have  power  to  elect  an  executive  as  hereinafter  defined  and  constituency 
directors  elected  by  the  delegates  from  each  federal  constituency  for  a  term; 
of  one  year." 

4.  AMENDMENT  TO  BY-LAWS  OF  U.F.A. 

Be  it  resolved  that  in  consideration  of  the  Association  promising  to  repay  to 
each  member  without  interest;  and  as  soon  as  moneys  become  available  for  that 
purpose  in  the  revolving  fund  heretofore  established  by  it,  such  sums  as  the  Asso- 
ciation may  borrow  hereunder  from  year  to  year,  each  member  of  the  Association 
agrees  to  lend  to  the  Association  this  year,  and  in  each  fiscal  year  thereafter,  upon 


said  terms,  a  sum  equal  to  the  amount  of  the  patronage  dividends  credited  to  hirr 
by  the  Association,  or  such  par,"  as  the  Association  may  declare  to  borrow,  and 
the  Association  is  by  virtue  hereof  authorized  to  apply  the  said  dividends  of 
each  member  on  the  said  loans  during  sucn  terms  as  he  remains  a  member  of 
the  Association.  The  Association  may  repoy  the  said  loans,  or  any  part  thereof, 
at  any  time,  v/ithout  notice  or  bonus. 


5.  CO-OPERATIVE  PACKING  PLANTS 

Whereas,  the  packing  houses  in  Canada  are  not  giving  the  results  to  th 
producer  that  are  desired,  and 

Whereas,  producer  co-operatives  have  f.toven  to  be  one  of  the  greatest 
benefits  to  the  producer  that  have  yet  been  tried; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  U.F.A.  Board  of  Directors  be  authorized 
to  investigate  the  possibilities  of  such  a  co-operative  venture  and  report  to  the 
next  annual  convention,  and 

Further  be  it  resolved,  that  should  their  findings  be  encouraging  they  imme- 
diately proceed  to  have  the  necessary  ground  work  laid  for  the  instigation  of 
co-operative  packing  plants. 


6.  PRiCE  OF  TWINE 

Resolved,  that  we  hereby  request  Central  Office  to  protest  vigorously  against 
the  proposed  increase  in  the  price  of  twine. 


7.  PRESENTING  RESOLUTIONS  TO  FEDERAL  GOVERNMENT 


Whereas,  there  would  appear  to  be  some  dissatisfoction  with  the  method 
of  presenting  the  farmers'  viewpoint  to  the  Federal  Government,  and 

Whereas,  the  presenting  of  a  brief  appears  to  lack  the  direction  and  force- 
ful impact  of  the  actual  resolution,  many  of  which  are  not  even  mentioned  in 
the  brief; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  each  resolution  passed  be  carried  on  to  the 
Federal  Government  with  a  brief  argument  for  the  viewpoint  expressed  and  that 
adequate  publicity  be  gi\en  by  the  Canadian  (federation  of  Agriculture  back 
through  its  various  affiliated  bodies  to  the  end  that  the  various  affiliated  farm 
organizations  be  made  aware  of  what  has  happened  to  the  resolutions.  ! 


8.  TRIBUTES  TO  THE  DECEASED 

Whereas,  at  present  the  custom  is  to  give  flowers  at  funerals  as  tributes 
tc  the  deceased,  and 

Whereas,  the  life  of  such  tribute  is  very  brief; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  encourage  the  giving  of  "In  Memory' 
books  thus  helping  to  build  up  corrmunity  libraries  and  making  for  a  more 
lasting  tribute. 


9.  WORLD  GOVERNMENT 

Resolved,  that  we  reaffirm  the  following  resolution  passed  at  the  194/ 
convention: 

"Resolved,  that  this  convention  heartily  endorse  and  support  the  propose 
of  World  Government  in  the  interests  of  Universal  Peace,  and  that  a  copy  o  ^ 
this  resolution  be  sent  to  the  Alberto  Federation  of  Agriculture  for  consideratioi 
and  action  at  their  next  annual  convention." 
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10.  MORAL  REARMAMENT  AND  WORLD  PEACE 

Wherecs,  the  U.F.A.  feel  the  tremendous  gravity  ot  finding  our  world 
under  the  shadow  of  the  atomic  bomb  and  torn  by  a  struggle  in  which  two 
irreconcilable  ideas  strive  for  the  control  of  society, 

And  feeling  that  this  war  of  ideas  ma\/  a'c  any  time  turn  into  a  war  of 
arms  in  which  the  precious  heritage  of  free  democratic  institutions  may  be  swept 
cway  and  even  our  civilization  disappear,  end 

Whereas,  we  believe  the  real  answer  to  tfiis  danger  is  a  spiritual  and  moral 
one  in  which  me  must  find  not  my  way  or  \our  way,  but  God's  way; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  v/e  seek  with  full  purpose  of  heart  to  listen 
to  and  obey  the  still  small  voice  so  we  ma/  become  morally  and  spiritually  re- 
armed, making  all  our  decisions  on  the  basis  of  what  is  right,  not  who  is  right, 
in  order  that  Agriculture  may  find  its  true  destiny  in  feeding  the  hungry  and 
starving  people  in  the  world  and  thereby  helping  to  lay  secure  foundations  for 
world  peace. 

n.  VARYING  STANDARDS  OF  EDUCATION 

Whereas,  standards  of  education  vary  greatly  as  betwaen  divisions,  and 

Whereas,  this  variation  in  standards  is  due  in  a  large  degiee  to  insufficient 
accommodation  and  equipment,  and  teachers  whose  abilities  have  not  always 
met  with  high  professional  qualifications,  end 

Whereas,  the  successful  and  smooth  functioning  of  a  dfrnocracy  depends 
upon  equality  of  opportunity  in  education  und  culture,  and 

Whereas,  the  Alberta  Government  has  shown  reluctance  to  take  the  drastic 
action  necessary  to  provide  common  standards  and  equality  of  opportunity; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  U.F.A.  assist  in  puolicizing  the  needs  and 
benefits  of  education  by  means  ot  films  and  lectures  in  co-opf.ration  with  the 
Alberta  Educational  Council. 


Federal  Resolutions  Passed  by  the  39th  Annual  Convention  of  The 
United  Farmers  of  Alberta,  Edmonton,  January,  1948 

1.  CEILING  PRICES  ON  BUTTER  AND  MEAT 

Resolved,  that  this  convention  protest  most  emphatically  against  the  mani- 
fest injustice  of  the  recently  announced  policy  of  the  federal  government  of 
singling  out  major  agricultural  products  for  the  reimposition  of  ceiling  prices 
without  the  reintroduction  of  a  general  policy  of  price  control  and  that  this 
resolution  be  wired  to  the  Prime  Minister,  the  Minister  of  Finance  and  the  Cana- 
dian Federation  of  Agriculture. 

2.  OLEOMARGARINE 

Resolved,  that  we  go  on  record  against  the  importing  of  oleomargarine  and 
vegetable  oils  where  they  are  used  in  the  rrionufacture  of  oleomargarine. 

3.  GRAIN  FOR  HOME  CONSUMPTION 

Whereas,  the  Canadian  miller  obtains  wheat  at  less  than  the  price  of 
wheat  exported  to  Britain  or  the  world  export  price,  thus  compelling  the  Cana- 
dian farmer  to  subsidize  the  domestic  consumer  of  flour; 

Be  it  resolved,  that  we  request  the  Dominion  Gc/ernment  to  reimburse  the 
farmer  for  any  price  disadvantage  incurred  under  this  policy. 
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4. 


RECOMPENSE  FOR  FARMERS 


Whereas,  the  farmers  answered  the  call  of  the  Government  for  more  feed 
ii)arley  and  oats)  and  much  was  sown  under  the  set  price,  and 

Whereas,  during  the  harvest  the  ceiling  was  removed  after  many  farmers 
had  sold  their  grain  causing  a  loss  to  them,  thuL  opening  a  speculators'  paradise 
on  the  Winnipeg  Grain  Exchange  at  the  expense  of  the  farmer; 

Therefore  be  it  resolvsd,  that  we  ask  the  Government  to  reimburse  the 
farmers  who  sold  their  grain  during  the  time  the  ceiling  was  on. 

5.  WHEAT  QUOTA 

Resolved,  that  more  consideration  be  given  to  the  farmer  having  a  farm 
of  one-half  section  or  less  in  connection  with  the  wheat  acreage  quota. 


6.  QUOTA  SYSTEM 

Be  it  resolved,  that  we  art  in  favor  of  retaining  the  quota  system  of 
m.arketing  grain. 

7.  COARSE  GRAINS 

Whereas,  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta  have  consistently  supported  the 
Dominion  Government  in  its  efforts  to  stabilize  the  Canadian  economy  and  in 
particular  to  ensure  that  for  some  years  the  farm  people  of  Canada  will  be 
able  to  carry  on  farming  operations  with  some  guarantee  of  reasonably  good 
price  levels,  and 

Whereas,  that  policy  has  been  seriously  endangered  by  a  too  rapid  removal 
of  controls,  and 

Whereas,  the  recent  removal  of  ceilings  on  oats  and  barley  threatens  to 
disturb  price  relationships  in  cgiiculture  and  to  accelerate  inflationary  trends; 

Be  it  therefore  resolved,  that  we  express  to  the  Rt.  rion.  James  G.  Gardiner 
Minister  of  Agriculture,  end  the  Government  of  Canada  our  keen  disappointment 
at  the  general  decontrol  policy  now  being  carried  out  and  particularly  at  the 
removal  of  price  ceilings  on  coarse  grains  after  a  large  port  of  the  harvest  hod 
been  taken  over  by  the  grain  trade,  and 

Be  it  further  resolved,  that  we  request  the  Dominion  Government  to  secure 
the  legislation  necessary  and  to  remove  coarse  grains  from  t'ne  operations  of 
the  Grain  Exchange  forthwith  and  place  them,  as  in  the  case  of  wheat,  under 
the  sole  control  of  the  Canadian  Wheat  Board,  end 

Further  the  wheat  board  to  act  solely  as  the  agent  of  the  producers  and 
obligated  at  all  times  to  sell  that  grain  to  the  best  advantage  of  the  producers. 


8.  PERSONNEL  OF  CANADIAN  WHEAT  BOARD 

Be  it  resolved,  that  this  U.F.A.  convention  request  the  Canadian  Federa- 
tion of  Agriculture  to  press  the  Dominion  Government  to  increase  the  personnel 
of  the  Canadian  Wheat  Board  to  five  members,  the  two  additional  members  to 
be  nominated  by  a  joint  committee  of  farm  organizolions. 


9.  FLOOR  PRICE  OF  WHEAT 

Be  It  resolved,  that  we  reject  onvthing  below  $1.00  for  the  floor  prrice 
on  wheat. 


10.  CEILING  ON  WHEAT 

Resolved  that  we  accept  a  ceiling  of  $1.55  for  wheat  for  a  five-year  term. 


^^^^ 


11.  GRAIN  FOR  ALCOHOLIC  BEVERAGES 

Whereas,  a  resolution  protesting  the  use  of  grain  for  alcoholic  beverages 
as  long  as  it  could  be  used  to  better  advantages  such  as  feeding  the  hungry 
countries,  was  passed  at  the  U.F.A.  convention  in  January,   1947,  and 

Whereas,  a  reply  was  rejeived  from  Hon.  J.  A.  MacKinnon,  Minister  of 
Trade  and  Commerce,  advising  that  no  wheat  was  being  used  at  the  present 
time  in  the  making  ot  either  liquor  or  Deer; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  advise  Hon.  Mr.  McKinnon  that  the 
resolution  called  for  the  discontinuance  of  all  cereol  grains  being  used  for  this 
purpose  as  long  as  these  grains  ore  needed  for  food  in  any  other  country,  and 

Further  we  would  draw  the  attention  of  the  Government  to  the  following 
statistics  for  1945  received  from  the  Canadian  Temperance  Federation: 
4,021,965  pounds  of  molasses 
10,388,734  pounds  of  sugar 

734,431  cwt.  of  wheat  floui 
45,191,740  pounds  of  corn 
34,955,306  pounds  of  rye 
350,000,000  pounds  of  wheat  (estimate) 
244,822,312  pounds  of  Canadian  barley  malt 
12,117,366  pounds  of  imported  bailey  malt 
The  general  increase  of  these  figures  for  1946  was  said  to  be  about  IS'/r. 


12.  EQUALIZATION  FUND 

Resolved,  that  the  Government  be  asked  to  give  an  accounting  of  the 
Equalization  Fund  in  connection  with  coarse  grains. 

13.  INTERIM  PAYMENT 

Resolved,  that  wc  strongly  urge  that  an  interim  payment  on  wheat  be  made 
immediotely. 

14.  RECIPROCAL  TRADE  WITH  BRITAIN 

Whereas,  Great  Britain  does  not  and  the  United  Stales  does  place  tariff 
barriers  against  our  food  products,  and 

Whereas,  we  are  prevented  from  placing  tariffs  or  embargoes  against  manu- 
factured goods  from  the  United  States  unless  we  place  the  same  tariffs  or 
embargoes  against  all  countries,  end 

Whereas,  if  Britain  is  to  Day  for  our  food  products  at  all  she  must  do 
sc  by  means  of  her  manufactured  products; 

Be  it  therefore  resolved,  that  we  deplore  this  unfortunate  non-discrimina- 
tion clause  of  the  Geneva  agreements  and  demand  the  adoption  of  a  policy 
cf  reciprocal  trade  with  other  nations  end  o'  agreements  varied  to  suit  the 
particulai  circumstances  of  the  case. 


15.  CANADIAN  TRADE  POLICY 

Whereas,  the  recently  announced  Geneva  trade  agreements  tend  to  curtail 
our  freedom  to  trade  with  Britain  and  tie  us  unduly  to  the  erratic  economy  of 
the  United  States,  and 

Whereas,  the  1929  break  in  the  U.S.  economy  resulted  in  nearly  a  decade 
of  economic  disaster  followed  by  war,  and 

Whereas,  d  continuance  of  the  above  mentioned  trend  could  easily  lead 
us  to  a  similar  destination; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  the  Federal  Government  to  tie  in  our 
economy  with  that  of  Great  Britain  and  other  countries  needing  cur  surplus  food 
products. 
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16. 


DOMINION  POULTRY  BOARD 


Whereas,  the  Special  Products  Board  is  not  a  permanent  body; 

Therefore  be  it  resolveci,  that  we  urgently  recommend  the  introduction  at 
the  present  session  of  Parliament  of  enabling  legislation  which  would  establish 
a  permanent  Dominion  Poultry  Board  with  power  to  create  and  maintain  stable 
and  solvent  conditions  in  all  branches  of  the  poultry  industry. 

17.  LIVESTOCK  COMMISSION  i 

Whereas,  farmers  claim  that  the  whole  of  the  recent  increase  in  the  con- 
tract price  of  bacon  has  not  been  passed  on  to  the  farmer  by  the  packer,  and 

Whereas,  a  livestock  commission  would  regulate  the  rules  and  practices  of 
the  packing  and  livestock  industry  so  as  to  establish  a  fair  price  at  any  partic- 
ular point; 

Be  it  resolved,  that  we  reiterate  our  demand  for  the  establishment  of  a 
livestock  commission. 

GRADING  FARM  PRODUCE 

Whereas,  poultry  and  eggs  ore  sold  by  the  farmers  at  very  low  grades  and 
we  believe  are  retailed  at  a  higher  grade; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  we  ask  that  these  products  be  clearly  marked  when 
sold  at  the  grade  the  farmer  receives. 

18.  AGRICULTURAL  PRICES 

V/hereas,  the  initial  price  of  wheat  as  fixed  by  the  Dominion  Government 
has  caused  serious  losses  in  income  to  producers  and  places  an  inequitable  part 
of  the  burden  of  supplying  the  needs  of  war  devastated  countries  upon  the 
shoulders  of  the  producers,  which  should  be  borne  in  equitable  proportion  by 
all  taxpayers; 

Be  it  resolved,  that  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta  through  its  executive 
demand  of  the  Federal  Government  that  it  subsidize  the  difference  in  all 
branches  of  agriculture  between  the  present  and  world  prices. 

19.  RAILROAD  RATES 

Whereas,  evidence  submitted  at  the  Railroad  Rates  hearings  has  shown  that 
the  rates  imposed  by  the  railways  favour  Ontario  and  Quebec  end  penalize  the 
prairie  provinces,  and 

Whereas,  the  railroads  affirm  they  find  it  necessary  to  do  this  in  order  to 
meet  water-borne  competition,  and 

Whereas,  the  railroads  are  now  seeking  a  30'  increase  in  all  freight 
rates  except  those  for  export  grain,  and 

Whereas,  the  30'>r  inciease  would  allow  the  railroads  to  enlarge  their  dis- 
;:rimination  against  the  proirie  provinces,  and 

Whereas,  it  is  desirable  that  all  Canadians  using  the  railioads  receive 
equality  of  treatment; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this  convention  is  of  the  opinion  that  the 
railroads  should  be  publicly  owned,  the  railroad  rates  equalized  over  the  whole 
of  Canada  and  cny  deficit  incurred  as  a  result  of  such  a  policy  be  met  by  o 
subsidy. 

20.  FARM  IMPROVEMENT  LOANS 

Whereas,  the  Farm  Improvement  Loans  Act  has  been  of  much  assistance 
to  farmers  in  recent  years  in  the  purchase  of  much  needed  machinery  and  the 
erection  and  improvement  of  farm  buildings;  also  in  the  purchase  of  livestock, 
ets.,  and 

Whereas,  that  Act  is  due  to  expire  in  March  194S; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this  convention  request  our  Federal  Govern- 
ment to  extend  the  provisions  of  this  Act  for  another  five  years. 


21. 


PRICE  OF  FARM  MACHINERY 


Whereas,  all  implement  companies  include  a  chaige  for  bad  debts  and 
collections  in  the  price  of  farm  machinery,  and 

Whereas,  under  the  provisions  of  the  Form  Improvement  Loans  Act,  imple- 
ment companies  carry  no  risk  in  respect  to  bad  debts  or  collections; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  price  of  farm  machinery  be  reduced  by 
at  least  10%. 

22.  QUALITY  OF  BARBED  AND  WOVEN  WIRE 

Whereas,  barbed  and  woven  wire  now  being  sold  is  of  very  poor  grade 
Therefore  be  it  resolved,   tl-iat  we  ask  the  Federal  Government  to  have 
barbed  and  woven  wire  made  to  pre-war  standard. 

23.  ADEQUATE  SUPPLY  OF  LUMBER  AND  NAILS 

Whereas,   the  suppiv  of   lumber  is   inade,.|uate   for  domestic  needs,  and 
Whereas,  nails  are  unobtainable  to  the  extent  of  crippling  needed  farm  con- 
struction and  repair  work; 

Be  it  resolved,  we  ask  the  Dominion  Go/ernment  to  take  steps  to  ensure 
odequate  supplies  for  form  construction  and  repair  work. 

24.  BASIC  HERD  PRINCIPLE 

Whereas,  the  establishment  of  the  basic  herd  otinciole  for  income  tax 
purposes  is  in  our  opinion  fair  and  equitable  but  is  discriminatory  inasmuch  as 
other  livestock  ere  not  included; 

Be  it  resolved,  that  we:  urge  that  all  livestock  should  be  included  in  the 
basic  herd  principle. 

25.  INCOME  TAX 

Whereas,  the  present  income  Tax  laws  and  regulations  state  that  a  farmer 
must  estimate  his  taxable  income  before  December  31st  and  make  payment  of 
two-thirds  of  the  tax  poyab'e,  and 

Whereas,  he  is  required  to  make  final  settlement  by  or  before  April  30th, 

ond 

Whereas,  it  is  difficult  to  estimate  his  income  at  December  31st,  and 
Whereas,  this  only  makes  more  work  for  the  Income  Tax  Office  and  farmer 

concerned  without  any  appreciablf-  gain  by  the  Department; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  one  return  be  required,  payment  to  be  made 

by  April  30th. 

26.  INCOME  TAX 

Whereas,  the  method  of  assessing  the  Income  Tax  of  farmers  on  the  basis 
of  net  worth  fo''  the  years  1540-1946  is  in  many  instances  inaccurate  and  un- 
iust  owing  to  thr.  inability  of  farmers  to  unde-stand  this  .'nethod  of  assessment, 
and 

Whereas,  many  of  the  income  Tax  Assessors  are  not  familiar  with  varied 
conditions  existing  on  many  farms,  and  which  must  be  tcken  into  account  before 
a  fair  and  just  assessment  cjn  be  made; 

Be  it  resolved,  that  we  request  the  Department  of  National  Revenue  to 
oppoint  a  Board  of  Review  having  farmer  representation  to  pass  on  all  cases 
where  farmers  have  been  taxed  on  this  basis  of  net  worth. 

27.  INCOME  TAX  EXEMPTIONS 

Whereas,  all  good  governments  should  ao  c  II  they  can  in  every  way  to 
help  young  people  get  a  start  in  lilt,  and 

Wherea=,  the  present  income  fox  exemption  is  too  low  and  therefore  re- 
tards people,  porticularly  young  people  from  getting  a  start  in  life; 

Be  it  resolved,  that  this  contention  urgently  request  ihe  Dominion  Govern- 
ment to  raise  the  income  \a>  exemptions  to  it  least  twelve  hundred  dollars  fo"- 
o  single  pers.on  and  twenty-five  hundred  for  o  married  couple. 
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28.  EXCESS  PROFITS  TAX 

Whereas,  we  believe  that  the  removal  of  controls  and  subsidies  by  the 
Government  of  Canada  has  to  q  large  degree  contributed  to  the  alarming  rise 
in  the  cost  of  living  in  Canada  today,  and 

Whereas,  we  believe  that  this  rise  in  the  cost  of  living  has  brought  about 
G.  serious  loss  in  income  ro  the  majority  of  the  citizens  of  Conada,  with  Ihe 
b-jrden   falling   particularly   upon   the   heads  of   families    in   the   lower  income^ 
groups,  and 

Whereas  diaing  the  war  the  Excess  Profit's  Tex  was  a  source  of  revenui 
which  helped  to  equalize  the  burden  of  taxation  more  fairly  upon  oil  our  citizens 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  the  United  Farm  Men  and  United  Farrr 
Women  of  Alberta  in  convention  assembled  ask  the  Dominion  Government  tc 
reimpose  the  Excess  Profits  Tax  immediately. 

29.  WATER  TRANSPORTATSON 

Whereas,  it  is  o  well  known  fact  that  Europe  is  covered  vvith  canals  pro 
viding  low  cost  tronsportation  for  local  as  well  as  world  commerce; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  thuf  this  convention  go  on  record,  demanding 
tlict  the  Government  of  Canada  approach  the  Government-  of  the  United  States 
for  the  purpose  of  having  the  two  governments  study  the  possibility  of  dredging 
and  docking  the  wateis  of  the  Milk  end  Missouri  Rivers,  so  that  the  1  176  mile 
rail  haul  to  Fort  William  could  be  avoided,  and  all  grain  and  manufactured 
pri-^ducts  shipped  by  water  at  low  cost  to  the  markets  of  the  world. 

30.  HUDSON  BAY  ROUTE 

Whereas,  the  Hudson  Bay  route  affords  cheaoer  transDortation  rates  to 
ports  in  Great  Brit.iio' 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  endorse  the  development  of  the  Hudson 
Bay  route. 

31.  ST.  LAWRENCE  SEAWAY 


Whereas,  actual  construction  of  the  international  portions  of  the  St.  Law- 
rence seaway  has  been  delayed  for  many  yeais,  and 

Whereas,  there  are  a  number  of  factors  Df  recent  development  which  in- 
dicate that  while  there  is  still  strong  opposition  from  certain  areas  in  both 
United  States  and  Canada,  there  is  rapidly  'Jeveloping  an  increasing  body  of 
public  opinion  in  both  countries  to  the  effect  that  this  great  international  under- 
taking will  be  to  the  benef  t  of  both  countries  and 

Whereas,  this  viewpoint  has  been  strengthened  recently  by  the  need  of 
further  hydro  development  end  certain  trends  in  iron  and  steel  manufacture; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this  Organization  ask  the  Dominion  Govern- 
ment to  make  every  effort  to  have  agreements  r-igned  and  construction  work 
started  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 

32.  NATIONAL  HEALTH  INSURANCE 

Whereas,  Canada's  infant  moitality  rate  is  i9%  greater  than  lhat  of  the 
United  States  end  almost  twice  as  great  as  thct  o*  Sweden  and  Ne.v  Zealand, 
indicating  the  inadequacy  of  our  present  health  services,  and 

Whereas,  there  is  a  serious  lack  of  public  health  supervision,  particularly 
in  the  rural  areas,  and 

Whereas,  rural  Canada  suffers  from  c  lack  of  doctors,  dentists,  nurses 
cind  hospital  facilities,  and 

Whereas,  many  people  are  financially  unable  to  make  use  of  the  required 
health  services; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved  that  the  Dominion  Government  proceed  as  rapidly 
as  possible  to  secure  the  co-operation  of  the  various  provincial  governments 
in  setting  up  National  Health  Insurance,  and 

1  1 


Further  be  it"  resolved,  that  the  Health  'nsurance  plan  provide: 

(a)  That  all  citizens  be  included. 

(b)  That  rural  and  urban  areos  receive  equal  service. 

(c)  That  commissions  to  be  iet  up  for  odministrative  purposes  shall  not 
have  a  majority  of  any  one  group  but  shall  be  comrjosed  of  enough  representa- 
tives of  organized  agriculture,  organized  labor  and  other  groups  in  our  society 
to  secure  that  no  one  group  shall  be  in  control  o*  the  whole  plan. 


33.  VENEREAL  DISEASES 

Whereas,  the  venereal  disease  program  and  its  progress  in  Canada  ;3  very 
vague  and  needs  clarifying; 

The.efore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  health  committee  of  each  prov'nrial 
Federation  prepare  details  of  the  progress  or  olhervvise  on  venereal  disease  con- 
trol in  its  province  and  submit  th's  pooled  'n*orma1ion  for  study  to  the  Heallfi 
Committee  of  the  Canadian  Federation  of  Agriculture  in  order  to  get  concerted 
action  in  Canada. 


34.  RESEARCH  IN  ARTHRITIC  AND  RHEUMATIC  DISEASES 

Whereas,  it  has  been  estimated  that  there  are  well  over  600,000  cases  of 
arthritic  and  rheumatic  disease  in  Canada,  and 

Whereas,  very  little  research  worK  is  being  done  to  find  the  cause  and 
therefore  a  cure  for  this  great  cripple'-  of  the  human  race,  and 

Whereas,  the-e  are  no  clinics  and  very  limited  facilities  for  special  treat- 
ment and  study  of  this  disease; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  the  Federal  Government  to  provide 
adequate  grants  of  money  to  the  end  that  at  least  five  government  owned  and 
operated  hospitals  be  established  at  strategic  points  in  Canada.  These  institu- 
tions to  have  adequate  clinic  and  laboratory  equipment  to  the  end  rnat  inten- 
sive research  can  be  carried  on  with  provision  that  post-graduate  facilities  be 
available  to  doclors  and  nurses,  and 

Further,  we  believe  as  this  is  a  nation-wice  problem  that  these  institutions 
be  owned  and  operated  by  the  Federal  Government. 


35.  CANCER  RESEARCH 

Whereas,  cancer  has  become  a  greater  menace  to  human  life  than  T.B.; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  the  Federal  Government  to  assume 
responsibility  for  the  cost  of  all  research  into  this  disease  and  not  rely  on  public 
charity  for  funds  to  carry  on  this  work. 


36.  T.B.  FREE  AREA  NORTH  OF  RED  DEER 

Whereas,  in  the  ysars  immediately  preceding  Wo^ld  War  II  there  was  a 
sign-up  with  a  large  majority  in  that  section  north  of  the  Red  Deer  for  a  T.B 
free  area,  which  at  that  time  was  to  be  the  largest  T.B.  free  area  in  the  British 
Empiro,  and 

V.'hereas,  with  the  advent  of  the  war  inspection  work  practically  ceased  and 
since  tfie  cessation  of  hostilities  the  work  has  made  very  little  progress,  and 

Whereas,  the  people  in  that  area  indicated  by  their  support  in  the  sign-up 
campaign  that  they  were  in  favour  of  the  plan; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this  Convention  osk  both  P'ovincial  and 
federal  Governments  to  co-ooerate  to  the  end  thjt  this  inspection  work  be 
completed  in  the  summer  of  1948. 
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37.  SEX  PERVERTS 

Be  it  resolved,  that  we  endorse  the  followinc  resolution  passed  ct  the  1947 
convention  of  this  organization: 

"Whereas,  those  found  guilty  of  indecent  assaults,  especially  of  the  most 
\icious  l>ind  with  respect  to  juvetiiles  ere  for  the  rrost  part  psychooathic  cases, 
and 

"Whereas,  such  -noral  perverts  are  a  menace  to  society  in  general  and 
their  iuvenile  victims  suffer  not  only  physical  but  also  moiol  and  emotional  pain, 
I  he  dire  consequence  of  which  in  many  cases  cannot  be  over  estimated; 

'  Therefore  be  it  resolved,  thar  we  do  earnestly  petition  the  Minister  of 
Justice  !o  see  to  it  that  in  addition  to  the  penalties  Droviced  for  such  offences 
in  the  various  sections  of  the  Crimiricl  Code,  that  the  Department  of  Justice 
lake  the  necessary  steps  to  hove  legislation  enacted  wheieby  scientific  examina- 
tion and  treatment  will  be  given  these  sex  perverts  to  the  end  that  every  effort 
will  be  made  to  prevent  them  from  being  repeaters  aftei  having  gained  their 
i  leedom. 


38.  TREATMENT  OF  JUVENILE  DELINQUENTS 

Whereas,  the  Royal  Commission  has  mode  a  complete  report  of  their  study 
and  findings  of  juvenile  delinquency  in  Europe,  Britain,  the  United  States  and 
Canada,  to  Parliament,  and 

Wi'Creas,  this  report  hcs  passed  both  Houses  of  Parliament  but  has  not 
been  acred  upon; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  urgently  request  the  Federal  Government 
to  put  into  opeiation  the  Borstal  s\stem  os  recommended  by  this  Commission. 


39.  OLD  AGE  PENSIONS 

Wherea,s  the  present  system  of  Old  Age  Pen^icns  fails  to  orovide  our 
elderly  citizenj  with  pension^  sufficient  for  a  decent  stardcrd  of  living,  and  does 
r  ot  become  available  at  a  sufficiently  early  period  in  life,  and  is  also  offensive 
in  some  of  its  provisions; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  request  the  Pedercl  Government  to  amend 
the  Act  so  that  pensions  on  on  c.dequate  scale  shall  become  availcble  at  the 
age  of  sixty  years  and  be  free  from  any  Means  Test,  and 

Further  that  the  pension  be  not  less  than  $50.00  per  month. 


40.  AID  FOR  BRITAIN 

Whereas,  the  British  m.arket  for  surplus  Carodion  ogricultural  products  is 
by  fat  the  most  feasible  one  for  our  farmers,  aid 

Whereas,  the  press  statement  of  Finance  Minister  Abbott  and  the  Speech 
from  the  Throne  are  to  the  effect  that  Canada  is  now  enjoying  a  wove  of 
prosperity  never  before  attained  in  our  history,  at  C 

Whereas,  there  is  little  doubt  in  the  minds  of  the  form  people  that  there 
if.  still  a  great  number  of  war  dollars  circulating  among  the  Canadian  people,  and 

Whereas,  the  people  and  Government  of  Great  Britain  are  in  the  midst  of 
c  grea*  rehabilitation  ciisis  brought  on  by  the  sacrin^.e  of  two  World  Wars, 
the  liquidation  of  Brit'sh  investments  abroad  and  the  lack  of  planning  and 
yeneral  inefficiency  of  the  capitalist  class  of  that  country,  and 

Whereas,  the  cons.iming  capacity  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Mo!hei  Country 
is  limited  by  their  inability  to  produce  and  market  goods  to  give  them  purchasing 
power,  and 

Whereas,  the  farm  people  of  Canada  have  al'-eady  mode  a  tremendous 
contribution  to  the  welfare  of  the  Mother  Country  by  accepting  a  price  for  our 
products  during  the  war  end  since  in  most  cases  below  the  legitimate  production 
costs  and  below  so-called  world  prices; 
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Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this  convention  indicate  to  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment our  very  definite  opinion  that  we  musr  conHnue  "^o  assis^  the  people  and 
government  of  Great  Britain  in  every  way  possible  to  the  end  that  their  rehabilita- 
tion objectives  oe  comple;ely  attained,  and  to  this  end  we  do  pledge  our  moral 
and  economic  sunport  of  thi"",  organization.  Bui"  we  further  very  definitely  state 
that  it  is  our  viewpoirit-  that  such  assistance  should  he  a  contribution  of  all 
the  people  of  Canada  arid  not  from  any  one  group,  and 

Further  be  it  resolved,  that  to  this  end  we  urge  upon  the  Dominion  Gov- 
ernment action  along  the  following  lines: 

1.  Arrangements  for  a  great  increase  in  the  volume  of  British  goods  im- 
ported into  this  country. 

2.  The  raising  of  a  great  Dominion  loan  from  the  Canadian  people  to  be 
used  for  the  financing  of  Canadion  products  to  Great  Britain. 

3.  An  outright  gift  of  such  Canadian  funds  as  are  necessary  from  the 
point  of  view  of  present  emergencies. 

41.  PATENT  MEDICINES 

Whereas,  the  advertising  of  patent  medicines,  particularly  over  the  radio, 
encourages  ailing  peoole  to  use  unknown  drugs  indiscriminately,  sometimes  with 
ill  effects; 

Be  it  resolved,  that  the  patenting  of  medicines  and  drugs  be  more  rigidly 
controlled  and  their  entiie  content  published  on  their  labels. 

42.  MEDICINES  AND  DRUGS  AT  COST 

Whereas,  the  pres-int  price  of  drugs  and  medicine  is  so  exorbitantly  high 
that  many  people  of  moderate  means  cannot  afford  to  buy  them  and  so  often 
the  health  of  the  famines  is  allowed  to  suffer; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  the  Dominion  Government  to  lake 
steps  to  lower  the  price  of  drugs,  sc  that  they  will  be  available  to  all  who  may 
need  them. 

43.  PORTS  OF  ENTRY  BETWEEN  CANADA  AND  U.S.A.  t 

Whereas,  (he  free  exchange  of  goods  and  people  as  between  the  United 
States  and  Canada  is  most  desifib'e  to  the  end  that  ihere  be  the  friendliest 
possible  relation,  between  the  two  nations; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  th<^'  this  Organization  ask  the  Dominion  Govern- 
ment to  establish  twent\'-four  hcLir  service  insofar  cs  the  ports  of  entry  into 
Canada  from  tne  United  States  are  concerned. 

44.  HUTTERITES,  DOUKHOBORS  AND  MENNONITES 

Resolved,  tho*^  the  federal  Government  be  urged  to  cancel  the  agreements 
entered  into  with  the  M-3nnonites,  Hutlerites  and  Doukhobors  giving  exemptions 
from  militarv  service  to  members  of  these  brotherhoods,  such  cancellation  to 
take  effect  twelve  monyhs  after  ihe  passing  of  the  legislation  to  affect  every 
person  born  after  that  aate,  and 

Further  that  all  members  of  these  brotherhoods  new  living  in  Canada  be 
required  to  to";  their  full  share  in  non-combative  war  services. 

45.  BRITISH  BLOCK 

Whereas,  In  1947  Ihe  U.F.A  Convention  passed  a  resolution  dealing  with 
evacuees  of  the  British  Block,  and 

Whereas,  on  presentation  of  this  resolution  to  the  Federal  Government 
by  members  oi^  the  U.F..'\.  Board,  they  were  given  ossurarice  that  this  would  be 
gone  into  furthei,  and 

Whereas,  the  Fedeial  Government  apparently  has  taken  no  oction,  and 


Whereas,  ihe  Federcl  Government  has  seen  fit  to  appoint  a  commission  to  1' 
hold  sittings  at  several  points  thioughout  Canada  to  hear  complaints  and  make 
adjustments  to  Japanese  displaced  during  the  «var; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this  convention  go  on  record  demanding  that  '" 
the  Federal  Government  set  up  a  F^oard  of  Review  of  three  men,  one  appointed 
by  the  Federation  of  Agriculture  end  one  by  the  Federal  Government,  and  one 
chosen  by  the  lirst  two  mentioned,  ."^o  be  chairman: 

Further  be  it  resolved,  that  this  Board  of  Review  hold  sittings  at  three  0 
points,  Toronto,  Medicine  Hat  and  Calgary,  to  hear  complaints  and  make  adjust- 
ments of  all  evacuees  of  the  British  Block,  and  that  each  evacuee  be  notified 
by  registered  mail  in  due  time,  of  the  day  and  place  such  Hearing  will  take 
place. 


46.  PENSIONS,  ETC.  FOR  VOLUNTEERS  IN  SPAIN 

It. 

Resolved,  that  we  reaffirm  the  following  resolution  passed  at  the  1947 
convention: 

"Whereas,  it  is  now  generally  admitted  even  by  governing  authorities  that 
World  War  li  broke  into  actual  hoshlities  a.s  the  Japanese  army  invaded  Man- 
churia and  continued  on  v/ith  the  conquering  of  Ethiopia,  Ihe  revolution  in  Spain 
and  on  to  the  German  invasion  of  Poland,  and 

"Whereas,  a  large  number  of  Canadian  Doys  volunteered  and  at  their  own 
expense  went  over  in  defence  of  the  legitimate  government  of  Spain  from  the 
invasion  of  that  country  Dy  the  rebellious  Moors  under  the  commend  of  General 
Franco  and  the  forces  of  Mussolini  and  Hitler,  and 

"Whereas,  these  boys  took  part  in  the  second  World  War  to  the  same 
fcxi-ent  and  [  robably  underwent  even  greater  ha  dships  then  those  who  enlisted 
for  service  from   1939  onwards; 

"Therefore  be  it  resolved,  lhat  we  ask  the  Federal  Government  to  recognize 
our  obligations  to  those  men  in  their  fight  for  Democracy  by  making  the  same 
provision  for  them  including  pay  on  service,  pensions,  gratuities,  hospitalization 
and  dependents'  allowance  as  ore  being  made  for  those  who  enlisted  later  in 
the  regular  Canadian  military  forces,  end 

"Further  be  it  resolved,  that  we  carry  ihis  resolution  on  to  the  Canadian 
Federation  of  Agriculture." 


47.  CONSERVATION  OF  NATURAL  RESOURCES 

Whereas,  the  policy  of  the  U.F.A.  has  always  been  one  of  the  utmost 
conservation  of  our  natural  resources  and  to  th's  end  we  have  for  many  years 
been  urging  upon  the  Dominion  Government  the  vital  necessity  of  a  policy  of 
conserving  the  natural  cover  of  the  eastern  slopes  of  the  Rocky  Mountains;  and 

Whereas,  during  1947  our  wishes  in  that  respect  were  met  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Commission  charged  with  that  responsibility; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  express  our  appiccierion  of  this  action 
on  the  part  of  the  government  authority,  and 

Further  be  it  resolved,  that  we  strongly  urge  upon  tne  newly  appointed 
commission  immediate  action  to  prevent  the  further  loss  of  such  natural  cover, 
and 

Be  it  further  resolved,  to  this  end  we  make  the  following  suggestions: 

1.  Immediate  study  of  scientific  forestry,  particularly  as  carried  on  in 
Sweden  and  other  European  counti  as. 

2.  A  bold  and  definite  policy  with  regard  to  logging  operations  on  these 
eastern  slopes. 

3.  Greater  precautions  with  regard  to  fire  o;id  by  the  cleoring  and 
breaking  of  wide  fire  lanes  around  the  remaining  patches  of  timber. 

4.  Such  co-operation  between  Dominion  end  Provincial  Governments  and 
outhorities  as  will  lesult  in  complete  co-operation  and  co-ordination  to  the  end 
that  this  great  natural  heritage  be  retained  and  enhanced. 
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nto  [48.  LUXURY  TAX  ON  WASHING  MACHINES 

Whereas,  a  washing  machine  should  not  be  considered  a  luxury  but  a 
-hat  necessity; 

Be  it  therefore  resolved,  that  the  government  remove  the  luxury  tax  from 
]  One  washing  machines. 

^ee  49.  REDUCTION  OF  MAILING  CHARGES 

•lej  Whereas,  the  people  of  Canada  would  very  much  like  to  help  the  British 

;a<{   people  by  sending  them  more  food  porceis,  end 

Whereas,  the  expensive  postage  prevents  this  being  dons  in  a  number 
of  cases; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  urge  the  Federal  Government  to  substan- 
tially reduce  the  Dostage  cn  food  parcels  to  Great  Britain. 

J  50.  CONTRIBUTORY  OLD  AGE  PENSIONS 

Whereas,   life  insurance  does  not  bring  any  benefit  unti'  the  death  of 
the  insured,  and 

^i-  Whereas,  government  annuities  for  old  age  are  neither  compulsory  nor 

■Poiii|  even  advertised,  and 

Whereas,  old  age  pensions  are  not  adequate; 
Be  it  therefore  resolved,  that  vve  have  a  contributory  old  age  pension  as 
'^'■t   c  national  scheme. 

51.  THANKSGIVING 

Whereas,  we  feel  that  at  present  many  formers  ore  still  busy  with  fall  work 
Qt  the  time  set  for  Thanksgiving; 
^"'Z!  Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  Dominion  Government  be  asked  to  see 

i^n*    rhat  the  celebration  is  at  a  date  in  November. 
ic;icii 

•  "    52.  DIVORCE 

Whereas,  our  present  divorce  laws  are  considered  to  be  inadequate; 
Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  grounds  for  divorce  include  the  following: 

(1)  Where  the  respondent  has  since  the  celebration  of  the  marriage  com- 
mitted adultery,  or 

(2)  Where  the  respondent  has  deserted  the  petitioner  without  cause  for 
o  period  of  at  least  three  years  immediately  preceding  the  presentation  of  the 

atmoj  ;  petition,  or 

'     .      (3)     Where  the  respondent  has  since  the  celebration  of  the  marriage  treated 
r^,  j|  ]  the  petitioner  with  cruelty,  or 
-.  (4)     Whereas,  the  respondent  is  incurably  of  unsound  mind  and  has  been 

.^,i,„t,  I  continuously  under  care  and  treatment  for  a  period  of  at  least  five  years  imme- 
diately preceding  the  presentation  of  the  petition,  and 

Be  it  further  resolved,  that  this  resolution  be  sent  to  the  Canadian  Federa- 
tion of  Agriculture. 

i-tii 
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Provincial  Resolutions  Passed  by  the  39th  Annual  Convention 
of  The  United  Farmers  of  Alberta,  Edmonton,  January,  1948 

1.  AMENDMENT  TO  THE  ALBERTA  HIGHWAYS  ACT 

Whereas,  the  Alberta  Highway  Traffic  Act  is  unique  among  the  provinces 
of  Canada  inasmuch  as  the  owner  of  livestock  is  held  liable  for  damages  to 
motor  vehicles  or  persons  arising  from  collision  with  such  livestock  on  any  market 
load  or  highv/ays  regardless  of  any  circumstances  whatsoever,  and 

Whereas,  such  legislation  is  jnjust  as  th^  owner  of  livestock  is  thus  mad( 
the  insurer  of  all  motor  vehicles  using  such  roods  and  highways; 

Be  it  resolved,  that  the  Alberta  Highway  Trcffic  Act  be  amended  simila 
to  the  Traffic  Acts  of  Manitoba  and  Saskatchewan  and  that  the  words  "shall 
riot  permit"  be  clarified  by  inserting  the  woids  "shall  not  knowingly  permit." 

2.  CLEARING  BRUSH  AT  kOAD  CORNERS 

Whereas,  the  corners  of  land  bordering  mony  road  intersections  hav€ 
dense  growth  of  brush  and  trees  obstructing  the  view  of  traffic  approaching 
these  intersections,  endangering  life  and  property; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  cll  brush  and  trees  be  kept  cut  down  for  a 
safe  distance  thus  allowing  travellers  a  clear  view  of  oncoming  traffic,  and 

Further  that  this  convention  jo  on  record  as  asking  the  Government  to  take 
such  steps  as  are  necessary  so  that  the  councils  can  go  in  and  clear  road  corners 
where  it  is  necessary. 

3.  HIGHWAYS 

Whereas,  the  provincial  government  is  spending  a  great  deal  of  money  in 
the  building  of  main  highways  and  intends  to  increase  the  expenditure  this 
year,  and 

Whereas,  the  highways  being  built  do  not  stand  up  to  the  traffic  they  are 
required  to  take,  and 

Whereas,  the  highways  in  the  United  States  have  a  much  longer  life  than 
those  in  this  province; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  government  appoint  a  committee  to  be 
come  acquainted  with  methods  and  formulas  used  in  the  United  States  unde 
similar  climatic  and  traffic  conditions. 


4.  CAR  INSURANCE 

Whereas,  the  car  insurance  plan  of  the  Provincial  Government  does  not 
give  protection  to  the  car  owner,  but  makes  it  necessary  to  go  to  the  private 
insurance  companies  and  take  out  a  costly  insurance  policy; 

Be  it  resolved,  that  we  demand  that  the  Government  revise  their  car  insur- 
ance policy,  charging  a  reasonable  flat  rate  to  everyone  but  which  will  give  full 
coverage. 


5.  DAIRY  COWS 

Whereas,  the  type  of  dairy  cows  on  the  majority  of  mixed  forms  in  Alberta 
IS  very  much  in  need  of  improvement; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  request  our  Provincial  Government  to  have, 
dairy  heifer  calves  brought  from  British  Columbia  or  from  some  other  equally 
reliable  source,  and 

Further,  that  these  dairy  calves  be  sold  at  cost  to  any  bono  fide  farmer 
in  Alberta. 
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CONSERVATION  OF  NATURAL  RESOURCES 


Whereas,  the  policy  of  the  U.F.A.  has  always  been  one  of  the  utmost  con- 
servation of  our  natural  resources  and  to  this  end  we  have  for  many  years 
been  urging  upon  the  Dominion  Government  the  vital  necessity  of  a  policy  of 
conserving  the  natural  cover  of  the  ec.stern  slopes  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  and 

Whereas,  during  1947  our  wishes  in  that  respect  were  met  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  commission  charged  with  ihot  responsibility; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  express  our  appreciation  of  the  action  on 
the  part  of  the  governing  authority,  and 

Further  be  it  resolved,  that  v/e  strongly  urge  upon  the  newly  appointed 
commission  immediate  action  to  prevent  the  further  loss  of  such  natural  cover, 
and 

Be  it  further  resolved,  that  we  strongly  urge  upon  the  newly  appointed 
commission  immediate  action  to  prevent  the  further  loss  of  such  natural  cover, 
and 

Be  it  further  resolved,  to  this  end  we  make  the  following  suggestions: 

1.  Immediate  study  of  scienlific  forestry,  particularly  as  carried  on  in 
Sweden  and  other  European  countries 

2.  A  bold  and  definite  policy  with  regard  to  logging  operations  on  these 
eastern  slopes. 

3.  Greater  precautions  with  regard  to  fire,  and  by  the  clearing  and 
breaking  of  wide  fire  lanes  around  the  remaining  patches  of  timber. 

4.  Such  co-operation  between  Dominion  and  Provincial  Governments  and 
authorities  as  will  result  in  complete  co-operation  and  co-ordination  to  the  end 
that  this  great  national  heritage  be  retained  and  enhanced. 

7  RED  DEER  RIVER  DIVERSION  FOR  IRRIGATION  AND  POWER 

Whereas,  the  Red  Deer  River  diversion  scheme  for  irrigation  and  power, 
has  now  reached  the  point  where  extensive  surveys  have  been  completed  and 
favorable  reports  made  both  as  to  soil  quality  and  assurance  that  upward  of 
half  a  million  acres  of  suitable  land  can  be  watered  in  the  area  eastward  from 
the  town  of  Hanna  to  the  Saskatchewan  border,  and 

Whereas,  while  the  survey  work  continues,  the  people  of  the  area  ore  deep- 
ly disappointed  that  the  work  of  construction  has  not  been  started; 

Now  therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this  convention  of  the  United  Farmers 
of  Alberta  do  call  on  the  Federal  Minister  of  Agriculture,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  G. 
Gardiner,  to  have  a  contract  let  for  an  early  start  on  this  project,  and 

Further  be  it  resolved,  that  we  coll  on  our  provincial  government  to  fully 
co-operate  with  the  Dominion  Government  in  this  matter,  so  that  construction 
work  may  be  started  on  this  Red  Deer  diversion  without  further  delay. 

8.  COMPENSATION  FOR  SURFACE  RIGHTS  FOR  PETROLEUM  DEVELOPMENT 

Whereas,  the  oil  companies  drilling  in  new  fields  are  intruding  on  farmers 
when  drilling  new  wells,  and 

Whereas,  the  compensation  paid  for  land  made  useless  for  agriculture  is 
not  adequate  taking  into  cons'deiation  the  agricultural  productive  value  of  the 
land; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  request  the  Provincial  Government  to 
provide  that  adequate  rate  of  compensation  for  the  agricultural  land  taken  out 
of  production  shall  be  paid  by  the  oil  company,  and 

Further  be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  that  an  Arbitration  Board  be  set  up 
which  shall  include  an  agricultural  representative  to  determine  the  amount  of 
compensation  payable  to  the  farmer. 

9.  RURAL  ELECTRIFICATION 

Whereas,  rural  electrification  is  a  vital  necessity  to  the  farm  people  of 
this  province  and  to  successfully  provide  service  on  a  reasonable  cost  basis,  must 
include  the  whole  of  the  province,  both  urban  and  rural,  thickly  settled  and 
sparsely  peopled  areas  of  the  province; 
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Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  wc  again  urge  on  the  Provincial  Government 
the  appointment  of  a  commissioa  whose  responsibility  shall  be  the  taking  over 
•of  the  established  power  developments,  hydro  projects,  etc.,  and  the  distribution 
system  throughout  the  province  witiT  the  object  of  ultimately  providing  electrifica- 
tion to  the  majority  of  the  farms  in  this  province. 

10.  RURAL  HOUSING 

Whereas,  a  very  considerable  portion  of  our  rural  population  needs  new 
housing,  and 

Whereas,  modern  housing  is  essential  for  health,  good  living  and  the  effi- 
cient conduct  of  the  farm  business,  and 

Whereas,  the  Prairie  Rural  Housing  Committee  is  a  joint  project  of  the 
Federal  Government  and  the  three  prairie  provinces  to  conduct  research  into  the 
kinds  of  material,  use  of  material,  plans,  and  building  techniques  entering  into 
the  erection  of  a  modern  farm  home,  and 

Whereas,  the  Alberta  Provincial  Government  has  been  tardy  in  its  support 
of  the  Prairie  Rural  Housing  Committee  and  until  a  very  recent  date  had  not 
contributed  a  fair  share  of  the  financial  costs  of  the  Committee: 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  our  Provincial  Government  to  actively 
support  the  Prairie  Rural  Housing  Committee  and  to  make  provision  for  suit- 
able financial  support. 

IT.  RURAL  HOUSING 

Whereas,  the  Prairie  Rural  Housing  Committee  has  been  set  up  to  carry  on 
research  work  in  rural  housing,  and 

Whereas,  rural  women  are  more  conversant  with  the  conveniences  needed 
in  the  farm  home; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  our  Alberta  committee  be  enlarged  to  include 
three  citizens  outside  of  the  Civil  Service  at  least  two  of  whom  shall  be  repre- 
sentatives from  organized  farm  women. 

12.  LAND  UTILIZATION 

Whereas,  in  its  natural  state  the  country  is  not  subject  to  wind  and  water 
erosion,  and 

Whereas,  with  the  present  day  machinery  the  whole  country  is  being  swept 
clear  of  forest  cover,  resulting  in  high  damaging  winds,  a  drastic  lowering  of 
ihe  water  table,  a  serious  lowering  of  crop  yields,  and  more  serious  yet,  perman- 
ent injury  to  the  soil; 

Be  it  resolved,  that  we  petitiorj  the  Legislatures  of  British  Columbia  and 
Alberta  to  enact  legislation  to  save  this  country  from  grave  deterioration  by 
wind  and  water  erosion. 

As  a  means  of  implementing  legislation  we  would  respectfully  suggest  the 
following  for  consideration: 

"That  no  brush  cover  be  removed  without  a  permit,  such  permit  specifying 
the  area  to  be  cleared,  shall  be  issued  on  the  recommendation  of  a  committee 
comprising  the  District  Agriculturist,  two  members  of  the  Agricultural  Service 
Board  or  similar  body,  the  farmer  concerned,  and  one  other  appointed  by  the 
farmer  concerned." 

This  meeting  wishes  to  impress  the  vital  urgency  of  this  matter  and  trusts 
that  prompt  action  will  be  token. 

13.  TEACHING  OF  SEX  HYGIENE  IN  SCHOOLS 

Whereas,  we  are  all  agreed  that  the  standard  of  morals  cf  our  youth  today 
is  being  lowered  rather  than  improved,  and 

Whereas,  v/e  feel  that  correct  teaching  of  Sex  Hygiene  in  our  schools  would 
certainly  help  to  improve  the  situation; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  a  series  of  lectures  along  these  lines  be  in- 
cluded in  the  school  curriculum,  and  given  to  the  grades  at  a  suitable  age,  and 
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Further,  be  it  resolved,  that  should  these  lectures  require  specially  trained 
teachers,  a  short  course  for  this  purpose  be  given  at  the  Normal  School  or  Uni- 
versity of  Alberta  and  such  qualified  teachers  make  a  tour  cf  ths  province  so 
that  every  school  in  the  province  may  have  the  benefit  of  these  lectures. 

14.  OPEN  SEASON  ON  DUCKS 

Whereas,  in  various  parts  of  the  province,  especially  tfiose  adjacent  to 
rivers  and  other  bodies  of  water,  ducks  do  enormous  damage  to  grain  crops  in 
the  fall; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  en  open  season  be  declared  on  ducks  until 
they  diminish  in  numbers. 

15.  DAYLIGHT  SAVING  TIME 

Whereas,  Agriculture  is  the  basic  industry  of  this  Dominion  and  particularly 
of  the  prairie  provinces,  and 

Whereas,  daylight  saving  time  is  not  in  the  best  interest  of  agriculture 
because  the  earlier  time  means  a  loss  of  that  one  hour  due  to  early  morning 
dampness  preventing  haying  or  harvesting  operations;  thus  causing  a  loss  to  the 
former  of  the  time  and  wages  of  his  hired  help  when  wages  are  highest  and  time 
is  of  the  most  vital  importance  to  the  saving  of  his  crop,  and 

Whereas,  if  any  time  change  is  to  be  made  it  would  be  more  benefit  to 
tlie  farmer  if  the  clock  were  put  bock  one  hour  for  the  above  reasons,  especially 
in  the  case  of  mixed  farming  and  dairying  where  fluid  milk  has  to  be  delivered 
for  processing,  and 

Whereas,  children,  our  most  cherished  possession,  are  deprived  of  at  least 
two  hours'  rest  by  the  change  to  daylight  scving  time  becouse  of  the  almost 
impossibility  of  getting  children  to  sleep  while  it  is  still  da/light  with  daytime 
loises,  and  having  to  rouse  them  one  hour  earlier  to  prepare  for  school  the  next 
day  while  it  is  scarcely  yet  light,  especially  form  children  who  may  hove  long 
distances  to  ride  to  school,  thus  depriving  them  of  the  rest  necessary  for  normal 
jrowth  and  vigorous  health,  and 

Whereas,  most  transportation  systems  remain  on  standard  time  to  the  con- 
fusion of  the  general  public  when  daylight  saving  time  is  applied  only  locally, 
:hus  giving  rise  to  much  annoyance  and  discomfort  to  many  people  by  this  dis- 
3arity  of  time,  and 

Whereas,  if  business  men  and  their  employees  wish  to  enjoy  more  hours 
if  daylight,  it  could  be  accomplished  quite  easily  by  the  opening  and  closing  of 
their  places  of  business  one  hour  earlier  during  the  summer  months,  without 
-  TOrking  a  hardship  on  the  farmers  by  changing  to  daylight  saving  time; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  go  on  record  as  requesting  the  Alberta 
jovernment  to  enact  legislation  making  daylight  saving  time  illegal. 

:  16.  GRANTS  FOR  EDUCATION 

Whereas,  the  cost  of  providing  education  has  increased  greatly,  and 
;  Whereas,  most  of  this  increase  has  to  be  borne  by  taxes  on  land  and 

lomes,  and 

Whereas,  this  taxation  has  reached  a  dangerous  level; 
Revolved,  that  we  urge  the  Government  to  assume  a  still  greater  proporr 
tion  of  the  cost  by  materially  increasing  grants. 

17.  SCHOOL  OF  AGRICULTURE  FOR  PEACE  RIVER  COUNTRY 

Whereas,  the  development  of  agriculture  in  the  Peace  River  district  now 
i  *varrants  the  establishment  of  a  provincial  school  of  agriculture; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  request  our  provincial  government  to  give 
their  earnest  consideration  to  the  matter  of  establishing  a  school  of  agriculture 
:    n  the  Peace  River  country. 
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18.  SCHOOL  DORMITORIES 

Whereas,  we  the  members  of  the  U.F.W.A.  have  heard  conflicting  reports 
regarding  dormitory  operation  in  Alberta;  in  some  cases  high  tribute  being  paid 
to  the  organization  of  this  institution,  the  code  of  ethics  and  moral  principles 
prevailing;  v/hile  in  other  cases  reports  are  unfavourable,  and 

Whereas,  dormitories  operating  in  Alberta  (from  latest  data  received)  now 
number  thirty-eight,  with  a  likelihood  that  a  greatly  increased  number  will  be 
cperating  in  a  few  years'  time,  thus  resulting  in  an  increased  number  of  young 
people  being  subjected  to  the  influences  and  measure  of  success  obtaining  in 
these  institutions,  and 

Whereas,  the  welfare  of  our  sons  and  daughters  and  all  young  people  in 
Alberta  is  of  prime  importance  to  us  and  to  our  country,  and 

Whereas,  we  feel  that  it  is  incumbent  upon  those  in  authority  and  the  citi- 
zens generally  to  assure  ourselves  that  duly  cjualified  persons  ore  obtained  for 
the  operation  of  these  school  homes;  and  that  special  emphasis  be  placed  upon 
character,  social  concept,  education  and  administrative  ability,  and  that  remun- 
eration be  such  OS  to  attract  this  type  of  person; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this  organization  recommend  to  governing 
authorities  such  as  the  Department  of  Education  and  the  School  Trustees  Associa- 
tion that  steps  be  taken  to  devise  training  methods  for  this  work,  and 

Further  be  it  resolved,  that  until  such  training  be  productive  of  results, 
a  Provincial  Dormitory  Supervisor,  preferably  a  lady,  be  appointed,  whose  ser- 
vices will  be  available  for  directing  as  for  as  possible,  all  those  dormitories  which 
must  necessarily  in  the  meantime  operate  with  on  untrained  staff.  Also  that 
this  supervisor  be  required  to  avail  herself  of  the  benefits  of  the  accumulated 
experience  of  those  dormitories  which  have  been  operating  successfully  for  several 
years  and  that  these  experiences  be  used  as  a  basis  for  general  policy  and 
administration. 


19.  EDUCATION  RE  EVILS  OF  LIQUOR 

Whereas,  in  Alberta  schools  there  is  very  little  education  on  the  "Evils  of 
Liquor,"  and 

Whereas,  British  Columbia  has  overcome  this  shortsightedness  by  appointing 
c  teacher  or  commissioner  to  contact  all  schools  for  this  purpose; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  recommend  to  the  Government  of  Alberta 
that  some  similar  plan  be  carried  out  here. 

20.  HOURS  OF  WORK  FOR  NURSES  IN  TRAINING 

Whereas,  it  is  apparent  that  there  is  a  great  shortage  of  trained  nurses  in 
this  province,  and 

Whereas,  we  mothers  feel  that  the  first  and  second  years  of  training  in 
most  hospitals  are  far  too  rigid,  with  many  hours  of  overtime  work  being  exacted 
from  the  students,  and  many  lectures  given  in  off-duty  hours,  thus  denying 
students  rest  and  recreation  in  supposedly  free  time,  and 

Whereas,  we  feel  that  this  set-up  not  only  impairs  the  students'  health 
but  also  detracts  from  the  desire  of  other  girls  to  enter  the  profession,  and 

Whereas,  hours  of  work  are  regulated  by  legislation  for  working  girls; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  petition  the  Department  of  Health  to  ask 
investigation  into  the  set-up  of  nurses'  training  throughout  the  province  with  a 
view  to  moderating  the  hours  and  requesting  that  lectures  be  included  in  their 
working  day. 

21.  CANCER 

Whereas,  cancer  has  become  very  prevalent; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  the  Government  to  pay  all  medical 
and  hospitalization  costs  of  cancer  cases. 
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22.  GOVERNMENT  SALE  OF  BEER 

Whereas,  a  large  portion  of  the  retail  profits  from  the  sale  of  beer  becomes 
the  property  of  private  individuals,  and 

Whereas,  these  profits  could  be  made  available  for  the  support  of  social 
services  if  the  Alberta  Liquor  Control  Board  had  a  monopoly  of  the  sale  of 
beer,  and 

Whereas,  these  profits  are  needed  in  our  own  province; 
Therefore  be  It  resolved,  that  beer  be  sold  in  Alberta  only  by  Government 
agencies. 

23.  NON-ENGLISH  SPEAKING  BROADCASTING  STATION 

Whereas,  newspaper  reports  and  radio  broadcasts  have  indicated  that  an 
application  has  been  made  to  the  Canadian  Broadcasting  Corporation  for  the 
issuance  of  a  radio  broadcasting  license  to  a  non-English  speaking  station  to  be 
located  in  Edmonton,  and 

Whereas,  we  have  in  Alberta  several  minority  racial  groups,  and 
Whereas,  the  prime  motive  is  to  nationalize  and  Canadianize  all  groups; 
Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  go  on  record  as  opposing  strongly  the 
Issuance  of  a  special  broadcasting  license  to  any  of  these  groups,  and 

Further  be  it  resolved,  that  copies  of  this  resolution  be  immediately  for- 
warded to  Department  of  Transport  and  to  the  Board  of  Governors  of  the  Cana- 
dian Broadcasting  Corporation. 

24.  PRE-MARITAL  COUNSEL 

Whereas,  at  the  present  time  there  Is  a  sod  increase  in  divorce,  which  we 
believe  could  be  offset  by  pre-marital  guidance; 
Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that: 

1.  Literature  covering  the  emotional,  home-making  and  legal  aspects  of 
marriage  be  provided  with  the  marriage  license; 

2.  That  literature  and  guidance  covering  the  physical  aspects  of  the  mar- 
riage be  provided  by  the  doctor  taking  the  blood  test  required  by  law,  and  that 
this  matter  be  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  various  groups  including  the 
Ministerial  Association,  Nurses'  Association,  and  the  Women's  Section  of  the 
Agricultural  Extension  Service. 

25.  FARMERS'  DAY 

Be  It  resolved,  that  If  farmers'  Day,  June  21st,  is  not  declared  a  school 
holiday,  the  third  Saturday  In  June  be  set  aside  as  Farmers'  Day. 

26.  HIGH  PRICE  OF  GASOLINE 

Whereas,  the  province  of  Alberta  is  very  rich  in  the  natural  resources  of  oil 
and  gasoline,  and 

Whereas,  the  products  of  these  resources  are  no  cheaper  here  than  in  most 
jof  the  other  provinces  where  such  products  are  not  found  or  only  found  in  small 
quantities; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  protest  the  high  prices  charged  for  such 
iproducts  in  Alberta. 
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The  United  Farmers  of  Alberta 

is  the  oldest  farm  organization  with  a  continuous  history 
in  Canada.    It  was  organized  in  1909. 

CO-OPERATION  is  the  key  word  of  the  U.F.A. 

Its  members  have  shown  the  co-operative  spirit  in 
the  communities  where  they  live. 

They  have  been  active  in  bringing  about  better 
methods  of  farming. 

They  have  been  foremost  in  setting  up  marketing 
and  purchasing  co-operatives. 

They  believe  in  co-operation  and  practice  it. 


You  are  invited  to  join  your  farm  organization 

The  United  Farmers 
of  Alberta 

Head  Office:  125  11  th  Ave.  East,  Calgary 
Phone  M6121 
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MINUTES  OF  THE  39th  ANNUAL  CONVENTION  UNITED  FARMERS  OF  ALBERTA,  MACDONALD 
HOTEL,  EDMONTON,  JANUARY  13th  -  l6th,  194^.  

President  Chiirch  called  the  meeting  to  order. 

Moved  Cameron,  Spencer,  that  Mr.  Ch\irch  be  Chairman  of  the  Convention  with 
power  to  appoint  his  assistants.  Carried, 

Mr.  Church  appointed  A.B.  Wood,  J.  M.  Wheatley  and  J.  K.  Sutherland  his 
assistants. 

Invocation  was  pronounced  by  Rev,  £,  J.  Thompson, 

Greetings  from  the  Province  were  brought  to  the  Convention  by  Honourable 

E.  C.  Manning,  Premier;  and  from  the  City  of  Edmonton  by  Mayor  H.  D.  Ainlay. 

At  this  time  Mr.  A.  B.  Wood  took  the  chair  and  called  on  Mr.  George  E, 
Church  to  deliver  his  third  Presidential  address, 

Mrs,  M.  E,  Lowe  of  Namao,  delivered  her  second  address  as  President  of  the 
United  Farm  Women  of  Alberta;  and  Orrin  Hart  of  Clare sholm  delivered  his 
first  Presidential  address. 

These  three  addresses  were  broadcast  over  CFCN,  Calgary,  and  CFRN,  Edmonton, 

On  motion  of  Spencer,  Flock,  the  addresses  of  the  three  Presidents  were 
adopted, 

BOARD  REPORT.    The  Secretary  read  the  report  of  the  Board  which  was  also 
broadcast. 

Moved  Colvin  and  seconded,  that  the  report  be  adopted. 

Vote  of  thanks  to  Woodward's  for  giving  up  their  time  to  allow  the  addresses 
to  be  broadcast,  was  passed, 

CONVENTION  GOM'flTTEES.    Suggested  slate  read  as  follows: 

Order  of  Business         -    Messrs.  Spencer,  Cameron,  Ward,  Farnalls, 

Resolutions  -    Messrs.  Hennig,  MacLeod,  Pritchard,  Ponting, 

A.  B.  Wood, 

Credentials  -    Messrs.  Ward,  Flock,  Gudlaugson,  McGorman, 

Ponting,  Williams. 

Ushering  -    Messrs.  Armstrong,  Proudfoot,  Hart,  R.  Wood. 

Dance  -    Messrs.  Armstrong,  Keith  Rosenberger,  Ray  Wood, 

Proudfoot,  Hart  and  Mrs,  Schroter. 

Moved,  seconded  and  carried,  that  these  be  the  Convention  Committees, 

Moved  Macklin  that  we  adjourn  mtil  2  p.m.    Seconded.  Carried, 
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Mr.  Wheatley  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Ward  on  behalf  of  the  Order  of  Business  committee  reconimended  that 
resolution  No,  81  now  be  considered  by  the  delegates.    This  recommendation 
was  agreed  to. 

Moved  Church,  that  the  U.F.A.  members  present  be  given  the  privilege  of 
the  floor.    Seconded  A.  B.  Wood.  Carried. 

No.  81.  FUTURE  OF  THE  CO-OPERATIVE. 

"Whereas,  one  of  the  important  activities  of  the  U.F.A.  since  1931  has 
been  the  setting  up  and  expansion  of  co-operative  buying  through  our  sub- 
sidiary organization,  U.F.A.  Central  Co-operative  Association  Limited,  and 

\iniereas,  the  business  interests  of  the  Co-operative  now  cover  large  areas 
of  the  province  and  have  reached  an  annual  aggregate  volume  of  over  four 
million  dollars,  and 

V/hereas,  it  is  recognized  that  the  assets  of  the  Co-operative  have  been 
accumulated  by  reason  of  the  patronage  of  the  customers  body  and  are  held 
in  trust  for  member  customers,  and 

Whereas,  it  is  desirable  to  give  to  the  Co-operative,  and  to  the  Board  of 
Directors  thereof,  the  utmost  possible  stability  and  permanence; 

BE  IT  THEREFORE  RESOLVED,  that  the  Co-operative  be  established  on  an 
independent  and  self-governing  basis,  but  under  arrangements  for  continued 
close  association  with  the  U.F.A.  subject  to  the  following  general 
principles: 

(1)  the  words  "United  Farmers  of  Alberta"  shall  be  in  the  name  of  the 
Co-operative . 

(2)  membership  in  the  Co-operative  shall  be  subject  to  the  qualifications 
of  patronage, 

(3)  there  shall  be  provision  for  adequate  financial  support  of  the  U.F.A. 
through  the  Co-operative.    This  financial  support  shall  be  provided 
in  any  one  or  more  of  the  following,  or  other  suitable  ways: 

(a)  by  making  a  mutually  satisfactory  annual  grant, 

(b)  by  paying  a  percentage  of  the  surplus  earnings, 

(c)  by  accepting  requisitions  for  membership  in  the  U.F.A,  on 
dividends  due  the  member,  this  last  named  method  to  be  obligatory, 

(4)  Membership  shall  be  grouped  into  locals  or  zoning  areas  for  election 
of  officers  and  the  governing  board  of  the  Co-operative, 

(5)  All  present  members  of  the  Association  as  at  December  31st  to  be 
members  of  the  Co-operative,  thus  ensuring  that  those  persons  whose 
membership  has  assisted  in  building  the  Co-operative  shall  have  the 
right  to  continue  to  participate  in  its  benefits  unless  such  member 
wishes  to  \Ndthdraw. 
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(6)  An  annual  convention  or  annual  meeting  covering  the  interests  of 
both  bodies  of  members  shall  be  held  at  the  same  place  in  the  same 
week. 

(7)  The  U.F.A.  shall  cease  to  hold  any  interest  in  the  assets  of  the 
Co-operative  save  and  except  the  membership  loan  fund  or  such  part 
thereof  as  may  be  agreed  upon.    The  said  fund  or  part  thereof  shall 
continue  to  be  held  by  the  Co-operative  in  trust  for  the  U.F.A. 

and  shall  be  paid  to  the  U.F.A.  in  annual  instalments  in  such  amounts 
as  shall  be  mutually  agreed  upon,  and 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED,  that  the  Directors  be  and  they  are  hereby  empowered 
to  take  such  action  and  to  do  such  acts  and  things  as  may  be  necessary  to 
carry  into  effect  the  terms  of  this  resolution. 

Moved  Ward,  Spencer. 

Moved  an  amendment  to  Clause  (l)  by  Hillson,  that  the  name  be  "United 
Farmers  Co-operative  of  Alberta".    No  seconder. 

Moved  Hillson,  that  the  words  "but  under  arrangements  for  continued  close 
association  with  the  U.F.A."  be  deleted.    Seconded  Haslit. 

J,  E.  Brownlee  gave  some  information  to  the  delegates  in  connection  with 
this  resolution. 

The  amendment  was  lost. 

Moved  amendment  Pritchard,  Wild,  to  strike  out  the  word  "permanent"  in  the 
5th  clause  and  add  after  the  word  "Association":  "as  of  December  31st,  1947. 

Amendment  carried, 

Mr.  McBride  moved  the  previous  question.    Seconded  Harris.  Carried. 

Resolution  as  amended,  carried  with  one  dissenting  vote, 

REPORT  OF  THE  CONTACT  GQiyiTTEE.    Mr.  Hennig  read  this  report  as  follows: 

"Pursuant  to  instructions  given  at  the  last  Convention,  a  Contact  Committee 
of  six  composed  of  Mrs.  Lowe,  Messrs.  Church,  Wood,  Ward,  MacLeod  and 
Hennig  was  appointed. 

This  committee  met  with  a  committee  of  three  set  up  by  the  Alberta  Farmers' 
Union.    At  this  meeting  little  progress  was  made.    However,  arrangements 
were  made  for  a  subsequent  meeting  to  be  called  by  the  A.F.U.  group. 

At  the  second  meeting  the  Alberta  Farmers'  Union  representatives  submitted 
a  proposal  in  the  form  of  a  resolution  setting  forth  stipulations.  These 
were  not  acceptable  to  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta  because  they  were 
deemed  to  be  contrary  to  instructions  issued  by  the  U.F.A.  Convention. 
Both  c6mmittees  agreed  to  report  to  their  respective  Boards  and  to  meet 
again. 

At  the  U.F.A.  Board  meeting  various  aspects  of  conditions  then  existing 
were  considered.    The  demands  made  by  the  representatives  of  the  Alberta 
Farmers'  Union  were  not  considered  acceptable  in  the  light  of  U.F.A. 
Convention  instructions. 
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The  action  of  Executive  members  of  the  Alberta  Farmers'  Union  in 
attempting  to  organize  a  National  Farmers'  Union,  while  negotiations 
between  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta  and  the  Alberta  Farmers'  Union 
were  going  on,  was  considered  as  being  contrary  to  the  expressed 
desire  of  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta, 

For  the  foregoing  reasons  the  U.F.A.  Board  decided  no  good  purpose 
could  be  served  by  continuing  negotiations  and  to  terminate  these  until 
such  time  as  the  U.F.A.  Convention  met  and  considered  the  matter. 

The  Contact  Committee  was  instructed  to  transmit  this  decision  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Alberta  Farmers'  Union  at  the  next  meeting.    This  in- 
struction was  carried  out. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Contact  Committee 
Moved  Hennig,  Spencer,  that  the  report  be  adopted. 

Moved  V^ood,  Flock,  that  officials  of  the  A.F.U.  be  given  the  privilege  of 
answering  questions  in  this  discussion.  Carried. 

The  report  was  carried. 

No.  82.    UNITY  OF  FARM  BCDISS. 

"Whereas,  it  is  clearly  evident  that  large  numbers  of  farmers  sincerely 
desire  the  greatest  possible  unity  in  farm  organization  in  Alberta,  and 
have  for  many  years  past  made  effort  to  achieve  that  unity,  we  of  the 
United  Farmers  of  Alberta  desire  to  place  ourselves  on  record  as  follows: 

It  was  in  1909  that  the  two  farm  bodies  then  'operating  in  this  province 
came  together  under  the  name  'The  United  Farmers  of  Alberta'.  Throughout 
the  subsequent  years  it  was  the  pride  of  the  members  of  this  organization 
that  the  words  of  our  name  were  really  true.    A  large  percentage  of  the 
farm  people  became  mem.bers  and  were  a  cross  section  of  agriculture  from 
extreme  left  to  extreme  right,  but  all  were  seeking  in  unity  the  betterment 
of  conditions  for  the  people  of  the  land. 

As  the  years  passed  it  was  brought  home  to  us  that  the  chief  economic 
problems  of  the  farmer  were  in  the  field  of  national  and  international 
policy.    It  was  therefore  with  eagerness  that  we  assisted  in  forming  our 
national  organization  now  known  as  the  Federation  of  Agricultiire,  which 
has  recently  entered  the  international  field  and  become  a  charter  member 
of  the  International  Federation  of  Agricultural  Producers  with  a  fut\ire 
of  great  Jbromise. 

During  this  period  as  a  direct  result  of  our  own  efforts  numerous  business 
organizations  were  established,  owned  and  controlled  by  farmers  themselves, 
to  take  care  of  every  major  phase  of  the  farmers'  trading  activities. 
Notwithstanding  our  success  in  these  fields,  it  is  recognized  that  there 
still  is  imperative  need  for  a  primary  farm  movement  to  co-ordinate  all  of 
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these  enterprises,  as  well  as  the  discussion  of  all  other  problems 
affecting  the  welfare  of  rural  coininianities. 

We  now  find  ourselves  facing  the  fact  that  we  have  in  Alberta  not  only- 
one  co-ordinating  farm  organization  but  three,  designed  for  that 
purpose.    We  do  not  propose  to  review  in  detail  how  this  has  come  about 
but  wish  to  make  clear  that  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta  is  still  a 
uniting  body  and  that  we  are  willing  to  take  all  possible  steps  to 
achieve  unity.    We  are  taking  steps  at  this  convention  to  remove  one 
difficulty  in  the  way  by  establishing  our  Co-operative  on  a  self-governing 
basis  and  now  propose  that  the  whole  question  of  unification  of  farm 
organization  be  reconsidered. 

Be  it  therefore  resolved,  in  the  light  of  the  foregoing  recital,  that 
this  annual  convention  of  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta  instructs  the 
U.F.A.  Board  to  take  such  steps  as  are  necessary  to  convene  a  meeting  of 
representatives  of  the  three  bodies  with  a  view  to  devising  some  method 
of  achieving  at  the  earliest  possible  date  the  fullest  possible  measure 
of  unity." 

Moved  Cameron,  Frey, 

Moved  Kacklin,  that  we  substitute  ^4  for  S2.     Seconded  V/all, 

Moved  that  there  be  a  time  limit  of  2  minutes  to  each  speech  from  the 
floor  and  that  each  speaker  be  allov/ed  to  speak  only  once  to  each 
resolution.    Seconded  Parry. 

Moved  in  amendment  to  limit  the  time  to  five  minutes.    Seconded  Frit chard. 
Amendment  lost. 
Original  motion  lost. 

Moved  Colvin  and  seconded  that  the  previous  question  be  now  put.  Carried. 
The  motion  to  substitute  was  lost, 

DEATH  OF  LEVI  EONE.    The  secretary  read  a  wire  announcing  the  death  of 
Levi  Bone  of  High  Prairie,  an  old  time  member  of  the  U.F.A.    A  moment's 
silence  was  observed  and  the  secretary  was  instructed  to  -forward  condolences 
to  the  family. 

Wires  of  congratulation  were  read  from  CFAC,  CJOC  and  CFGP. 

Moved  Cameron  and  seconded,  that  we  adjourn  until  8  p.m.    Carried  at  6:10. 


Tuesday  Evening 

Mr.  Church  in  the  chair. 

Fraternal  greetings  were  brought  by  the  following: 

Mr.  Hugh  Allen  for  the  United  Grain  Growers  and  Alberta  Livestock  Co-operative, 

Vj",  llamilo  from  the  Alberta  Federation  of  Labor. 

Mr.  Roy  Marler  from  the  Alberta  Federation  of  Agriculture. 
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ADDRESS  OF  D.VJ.  GLAIIERTON.  Mr.  Clapperton  of  Calgary,  President  of 
the  United  Nations  Association  of  Calgary,  spoke  to  the  delegates  on 
"Civilization  on  Trial  -  United  Nations  and  Nuclear  Energy". 

Mr.  Priestley  introduced  Mr.  Clapperton  and  Mr.  Sutherland  moved  the 
vote  of  thanks. 

Mr.  IVheatley  took  the  chair  at  this  time. 

Moved  Mrs.  Lov/e,  that  the  discussion  on  resolution  No.  82  be  adjoiirned 
until  10:30  Wednesday  morning,  when  the  U.F.V/.A.  would  come  into  joint 
session.    Seconded  H.  E.  Spencer,  Carried. 

A  collection  to  assist  in  defraying  convention  broadcasting  expenses 
was  taken  and  amounted  to  $82.00. 

Moved  Cameron,  Spencer  that  we  adjourn  until  9:30  a.m.    Carried  at  10:15. 

Wednesday  Morning 

J.  K.  Sutherland  in  the  chair. 

H,  E.  Spencer,  chairman  of  the  Order  of  Business  Committee  advised  that 
the  program  would  be  carried  out  as  set  forth  in  the  booklet  until  10:30 
when  joint  session  would  be  held  to  continue  discussion  on  resolution 
No.  82. 

CO-CP.  BOARD  RETORT.    Report  was  read  by  Norman  F.  Priestley,  general 
manager. 

Adoption  of  the  report  was  moved  by  J.  Frey  and  seconded. 

Mr.  Priestley  introduced  senior  members  of  the  staff  as  follows: 

Vj.  J.  Hoj.pins,  Assistant  General  Manager 

R.  M.  McCool,  Supervisor  of  Branch  Stores 

A.  Riley,  Supervisor  of  Petroleum  Division 

A.  Jessen,  Accountant 

Miss  E.  Birch,  Secretary 

W.  H.  Nield,  of  Harvey,  Morrison  and  Company 

The  report  was  discussed  paragraph  by  paragraph  until  10:30  when  the 
ladies  came  in  to  the  meeting. 

No.  82  UNITY  OF  FARM  BODIES.    Discussion  resumed. 

Moved  in  amendment,  Mr.  Sears.    "That  we  strike  out  everything  after 
'resolved'  and  substitute  the  following: 

(1)  that  this  annual  convention  of  the  U.F.A.  acce}-t  the  proposal  of  the 
A.F.U.  to  enter  into  amalgamation  without  any  provisos  attached. 

(2)  that  this  convention  instruct  its  board  to  conduct  the  affairs  of  the 
U.F.A.  so  as  to  be  prepared  to  give  effect  to  amalgamation  within  twelve 
months. 

(3)  that  the  Executive  of  the  boards  of  the  U.F.A.  and  A.F.U.  constitute 
a  provisional  board  to  arrange  for  the  first  convention  of  the  new  body. 
Seconded. 
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NOMINATION  OF  PRESIDENT.    Discussion  was  adjourned  on  Resolution  No.  82 
at  12  o'clock  for  nomination  of  president, 

Mr.  Williams  nominated  George  E.  Church. 
A.B.  Wood  was  nominated  but  withdrew. 

Moved  Fritchard  and  seconded  that  nominations  cease.  Carried. 

Mr.  Church  was  therefore  declared  elected  by  acclamation.    He  thanked 
the  delegates  for  the  honor. 

Mrs,  Lowe  moved  the  previous  question  but  the  chairman  Mr,  Sutherland 
would  not  accept  the  motion. 

Meeting  adjourned  at  12:15  until  2  p,m, 

Wednesday  Afternoon 

Mr,  Sutherland  in  the  chair. 

ORDER  OF  EUSI^TESS.    On  behalf  of  the  Order  of  Business  committee  Mr, 
Spencer  recommended  that  folloi/d.ng  the  nomination  for  vice-president  we 
hear  an  address  from  Mr,  Gill  of  the  Income  Tax  Branch,  Ottawa,  to  be 
follov/ed  by  resolutions  on  income  tax,  the  resolution  on  amalgamation  to 
be  considered  when  the  ladies  can  be  present. 

Recommendation  approved, 

NCMINATICNS  FOR  VIGS-FRESIDSNT.    H.  E.  Spencer,  J.  K.  Sutherland,  A.  B. 
Vifood  and  J,  Frey  were  nominated.    Messrs,  Spencer  and  Sutherland  withdrew, 

INCOME  TAX,    y^.  G.  W.  Northfield,  Director  of  the  Edmonton  Income  Tax 
Branch  Office,  was  introduced  to  the  delegates, 

Mr.  T.  G.  Gill,  Director  for  the  Primary  Producers  Section  of  the  Income 
Tax  Branch  at  Ottawa,  briefly  spoke  to  the  delegates,  after  which  he 
answered  various  questions, 

92  INCOIS  TAX  (U.F.A.  BOARD)  'i^hereas,  the  method  of  assessing  the  income 
tax  of  farmers  on  the  basis  of  net  worth  for  the  years  of  1940-46  is  in 
many  instances  inaccurate  and  \injust  owing  to  the  inability  of  farmers  to 
understand  this  method  of  assessment,  and 

Whereas,  many  of  the  income  tax  assessors  are  not  familiar  with  varied 
conditions  existing  on  many  farms,  and  which  must  be  taken  into  account 
before  a  fair  and  just  assessment  can  be  made; 

Be  it  resolved,  that  we  request  the  Department  of  National  Revenue  to 
appoint  a  Board  of  Review,  having  farmer  representation  to  pass  on  all 
cases  where  farmers  have  been  taxed  on  the  basis  of  net  worth. 

Moved  MacLeod,    Seconded  and  carried, 

86.  INCOME  TAX  (U.F.A.  BOARD)  ^fliereas,  the  present  Income  Tax  laws  and 
regulations  state  that  a  farmer  must  estimate  his  taxable  income  before 
December  31st  and  make  payment  of  two-thirds  of  the  tax  payable,  and 
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VJhereas,  he  is  required  to  make  final  settlement  by  or  before  April 
30th,  and 

Whereas,  it  is  difficult  to  estimate  his  income  at  December  31st,  and 

Vvhereas,  this  only  makes  more  work  for  the  Income  Tax  office  and 
farmer  concerned  without  any  appreciable  gain  by  the  Department; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this  ruling  be  deleted  from  the  Income 
Tax  regulations. 

Moved  Spencer,  Wall. 

Moved  in  amendment,  that  the  last  clause  read  "that  just  one  return  be 
required,  payment  to  be  made  by  April  30th". 

Amendment  carried. 


Resolution  as  amended  carried. 


54  INCCM  TAX  En:>ff  TION  (Beaverlodge  U.F.A.  and  U.F.W.A.  Conf . ) 

"Whereas,  all  good  governments  should  do  all  they  can  in  every  way  to 
help  yo\ang  people  get  a  start  in  life,  and 

V/hereas,  the  present  income  tax  exemption  is  too  low  and  therefore 
retards  people,  particularly  young  people  from  getting  a  start  in  life; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this  convention  urgently  request  the 
Dominion  Government  to  raise  the  Income  Tax  exemptions  to  at  least 
twelve  hundred  dollars  for  a  single  person  and  twenty-five  hundred  for 
a  married  couple." 

Moved  MacLeod,  Wall.  Carried. 

56.  BASIC  HERD  PRINCIPLE  (U.F.A.  Executive).       Whereas,  the  establish- 
ment of  the  basic  herd  principle  for  income  tax  purposes  is  in  our 
opinion  fair  and  equitable  but  is  discriminatory  inasmuch  as  sheep  are 
not  included; 

Be  it  resolved,  that  we  urge  that  sheep  should  also  be  included  in  the 
basic  herd  principle. 


Moved.    Seconded  Wall. 


Moved  in  amendment  Sears,  to  strike  out  the  words  "sheep"  and  insert 
"all  livestock".  Seconded. 


Amendment  carried. 


Resolution  as  amended  carried. 


ORDER  OF  BUSINESS.  The  Order  of  Business  Committee  recommended  that  the 
Financial  Statement  of  the  Co-operative  be  now  taken.  Agreed, 

Mr.  Nield,  auditor  from  Harvey,  Morrison  and  Company  read  the  financial 
statement,  after  which  it  was  adopted. 
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CO-OP.  RSFORT.    Discussion  continued  on  the  Co-op.  report. 
Motion  to  adopt  was  carried, 

39.  RAILROAD  RATES  (Wetaskiwin  Federal  C.A.)    liVhereas,  evidence  submitted 
at  the  Railroad  Rates  hearings  has  shown  that  the  rates  imposed  by  the 
railways  favour  Ontario  and  Quebec  and  penalize  the  Frairie  Provinces,  and 

'^fhereas,  the  railroads  affirm  they  find  it  necessary  to  do  this  in  order 
to  meet  water-borne  competition,^, and 

i^n^ereas,  the  railroads  are  now  seeking  a  30!^  increase  in  all  freight  rates 
except  those  for  export  grain,  and 

Whereas,  the         increase  would  allow  the  railroads  to  enlarge  their 
discrimination  against  the  Frairie  Provinces,  and 

Whereas,  it  is  desirable  that  all  Canadians  using  the  railroads  receive 
equality  of  treatment; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this  convention  is  of  the  opinion  that  the 
railroads  should  be  publicly  owned,  the  railroad  rates  equalized  over  the 
whole  of  Canada  and  any  deficit  incurred  as  a  result  of  such  a  policy  be 
met  by  a  subsidy. 

Moved  Sears,    Seconded  and  carried, 

REPORT  OF  TriE  CREDENTIAL  CCMIIITTSS.    Mr.  Ward  reported  on  behalf  of  the 
Credentials  Committee  as  follows: 


Moved  V/ard,  Sutherland,  that  the  report  be  adopted.  Carried, 
Ladies  in  attendance. 

ELECTION  OF  VICE-PRESIDENT.    Moved  Wild,  that  the  nominees  for  vice- 
president  now  briefly  address  the  delegates.  Carried. 

Messrs.  Wood  and  Frey  came  to  the  platform  and  addressed  the  convention. 

No.  B2.  UlNIITY  OF  FARM  BODIES.    Discussion  resumed. 

Moved  Mrs.  Lowe,  Wild,  that  the  debate  on  this  resolution  be  confined  to 
delegates.  Carried, 

Moved  Harris  to  add  after  the  words  "attached",  "but  still  rem.aining  an 
affiliate  of  the  Alberta  Federation  of  Agriculture",    Seconded  MacLeod. 

Moved  Ratke  that  an  explanation  be  given  of  the  functions  of  the  Alberta 


131 
16 
100 
17 
6 
2 


U.F.A.  delegates 

"  directors 

U.F.W.A.  delegates 

"  directors 


Junior  delegates 
Junior  directors 


272 


80 


-  10  - 

Federation  of  A{?;ri culture .  Lost, 
Amendment  to  the  amendment  carried. 

The  previous  question  was  moved  by  Mr.  McBride,  V/all  and  carried. 
Moved  Ik's.  Lowe  that  the  vote  be  taken  by  a  standing  vote.  Carried. 
Amendment  carried. 

Moved  Church  that  we  adjourn  and  that  discussion  be  continued  irairiediately 
after  Mr.  Parker's  address  tonight.    Seconded  and  carried. 

Wednesday  Evening 

Mr.  Church  in  the  chair. 

Fraternal  greetings  were  brought  by  Ben  S.  Plumer,  chairman  of  the  Alberta 
Wheat  Fool,  and  L.  McMillan  of  the  Alberta  Farmers  Union, 

ADDRESS  OF  W.  J.  PARKER.    W.J.  Parker,  manager  of  the  Manitoba  V/heat  Pool 
and  vice-president  of  the  Canadian  Federation  of  Agriculture  addressed  the 
convention.    The  address  was  broadcast  over  radio  stations  CFCN,  Calgary  and 
CFRN,  Edmonton, 

Mr.  J.E.  Brownlee,  K.C.  moved  the  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Parker. 

RESOLUTION  82  UIMITY  OF  FARM  FODIES.     Discussion  resumed. 

Moved  Sutherland,  seconded,'  that  after  the  words:     "Alberta  Federation  of 
Agriculture"  in  the  first  clause,  the  following  be  added:  "And  further 
such  amalgamation  shall  be  on  the  basis  of  support  of  the  C.F.A.". 

Amendment  carried, 

Mr.  Church  advised  the  delegates  that  it  might  not  be  possible  for  the 
officers  to  carry  out  the  instructions  of  clause  2  and  complete  the  amalgama- 
tion within  twelve  months. 

Mr.  Sears  mover  of  the  original  amendment,  withdrew  the  words  "twelve  months" 
and  inserted  "as  soon  as  possible".    This  was  endorsed  by  the  convention. 

Resolution  as  amended  carried, 

ELECTION  OF  VICE-PRESIDENT.    The  Credentials  Committee  advised  that  A.B. 
V.'ood  had  been  re-elected  vice-president  of  the  Organization. 

10.  CONSTITUTIONAL  AMENDFiCNT  (U.F.W.A.  Board)  Be  it  resolved,  that 
section  b  of  section  15  of  the  constitution  be  am^ended  to  read: 

"Such  separate  meeting  shall  be  called  the  U.F.VJ.A.  Convention  and  it 
shall  have  power  to  elect  an  executive  as  hereinafter  defined  and 
constituency  directors  elected  by  the  delegates  from  each  federal 
constituency  for  a  term  of  one  -year".  Carried, 


85.  AI-SNDMT  TO  BY-IAWS  OF  U.F.A.  (U.F.A.  Board)      Moved  Flock,  Frey: 
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"In  consideration  of  the  Association  promising  to  repay  to  each  member 
vd-thout  interest;  and  as  soon  as  moneys  become  available  for  that  purpose 
in  the  revolving  fund  heretofore  established  by  it,  such  sums  as  the 
Association  may  borrow  hereunder  from  year  to  year,  each  member  of  the 
Association  agrees  to  lend  to  the  Association  this  year,  and  in  each  fiscal 
year  thereafter,  upon  said  terms,  a  sum  equal  to  the  amount  of  the 
patronage  dividends  credited  to  him  by  the  Association,  or  such  part  as 
the  Association  may  desire  to  borrow,  and  the  Association  is  by  virtue 
hereof  authorized  to  apply  the  said  dividends  of  each  member  on  the  said 
loans  during  such  terms  as  he  remains  a  member  of  the  Association.  The 
Association  may  repay  the  said  loans,  or  any  part  thereof,  at  any  time, 
without  notice  or  bonus. 

Carried, 

Adjournment, 

Thursday  Morning 

Mr.  Wood  in  the  chair. 

46.  COARSE  GRAINS  (Covering  also  47  and  48)  (U.F.A.  Board) 

VvTiereas,  th,e  United  Farmers  of  Alberta  have  consistently  supported  the 
Dominion  Government  in  its  efforts  to  stabilize  the  Canadian  economy  and 
in  particular  to  ensure  that  for  some  3-ears  the  farm  people  of  Canada  shall 
be  able  to  carry  on  farming  operations  with  some  guarantee  of  reasonably 
good  price  levels,  and 

Vihereas,  that  policy  has  been  seriously  endangered  by  a  too  rapid  removal 
of  controls,  and 

lATiereas,  the  recent  removal  of  ceilings  on  oats  and  barley  threatens  to 
disturb  price  relationships  in  agriculture  and  to  accelerate  inflationary 
trends; 

Be  it  therefore  resolved,  that  we  express  to  the  Rt,  Hon.  James  G,  Gardiner, 
Minister  of  Agriculture,  and  the  Government  of  Canada  our  keen  dis- 
appointment at  the  general  decontrol  policy  now  being  carried  out  and 
particularly^  at  the  removal  of  price  ceilings  on  coarse  grains  after  a 
large  part  of  the  harvest  had  been  taken  over  by  the  grain  trade,  and 

Be  it  further  resolved,  that  we  request  the  Dominion  Government  to  secure 
the  legislation  necessary  and  to  remove  coarse  grains  from  the  operations 
of  the  Grain  Exchange  forthwith  and  place  them,  as  in  the  case  of  wheat, 
under  the  sole  control  of  the  Canadian  VJheat  Board, 

Moved  J.K.  Sutherland  and  seconded.  Carried. 

45.  RECOJENSE  FOR  FARMERS  (covering  also  49-51)  (Lethbridge  Fed.  C.A.) 

V/hereas,  the  farmers  answered  the  call  of  the  Government  for  more  feed 
(barley  and  oats)  and  much  was  shovm  under  the  set  price,  and 

Vvhereas,  during  the  harvest  the  ceiling  was  removed  after  many  farmers  had 
sold  their  grain  causing  a  loss  to  them,  thus  opening  a  speculators' 
paradise  on  the  Winnipeg  Grain  Exchange  at  the  expense  of  the  farmer; 
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Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  the  Government  to  reimburse  the 
farmers  who  sold  their  grain  during  the  time  the  ceiling  was  on. 

Moved  Flock,  Sutherland.  Carried, 

No.  76.  FAYl-fflNT  OF  DEFERRED  DIVIDENDS  (Cyen  Local  U.F.A.)    VJhereas,  our 
dividends  have  been  in  the  deferred  dividend  fund  for  five  years,  and 

Whereas,  payments  of  dividends  in  cash  would  assist  us  in  over  canvass  for 
funds  to  further  expand  our  business; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  Central  Office  start  the  door  revolving  and 
begin  pajdng  out  cash  dividends  in  19U^' 

No  mover, 

73.  CO-OFERATIVE  PACKING  FLANTS  (Covering  also  l6  and  74)  (Byemoor  Local) 

WTiereas,  the  Packing  houses  in  Canada  are  not  giving  the  results  to  the 
producer  that  are  desired,  and 

Whereas,  producer  co-operatives  have  proven  to  be  one  of  the  greatest 
benefits  to  the  producer  that  have  yet  been  tried; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  U.F.A.  Board  of  Directors  be  authorized 
to  investigate  the  possibilities  of  such  a' co-operative  venture  and  report 
to  the  next  annual  convention,  and 

Further  be  it  resolved,  that  should  their  findings  be  encouraging  they 
immediately-^  proceed  to  have  the  necessary  ground  uork  laid  for  the 
instigation  of  co-operative  packing  plants  at  Lethbridge,  Calgary,  Edmonton 
and  Grande  Prairie . 

Moved  in  amendment  J.K.  Sutherland,  to  delete  the  words  "Lethbridge, 
Calgary,  Edmonton  and  Grande  Prairie".     Seconded  MacLeod. 

Amendment  carried. 

Resolution  as  amended  carried. 

No.  93.  AMCNDm-IT  TO  THE  ALBERTA  HIGmYS  ACT  (U.F.A.  Board) 

Whereas,  the  Alberta  Highway  Traffic  Act  is  unique  among  the  provinces 
of  Canada  inasmuch  as  the  owner  of  livestock  is  held  liable  for  damages 
to  motor  vehicles  or  persons  arising  from  collision  with  such  livestock 
on  any  market  road  or  highways  regardless  of  any  circumstances  whatsoever, 
and 

Whereas,  such  legislation  is  unjust  as  the  owner  of  livestock  is  thus 
made  the  ins\irer  of  all  motor  vehicles  using  such  roads  and  highways; 

Be  it  resolved,  that  the  Alberta  Highway  Traffic  Act  be  amended  similar 
to  the  Traffic  Acts  of  Manitoba  and  Saskatchewan  and  that  the  words 
"shall  not  permit"  be  clarified  by  inserting  the  words  "shall  not 
knowingly  permit" . 
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Moved  Flock.    Seconded.  Carried, 

46.  COARSE  GRAINS.  Moved  to  reopen  discussion  on  No.  46.  Seconded  Carey 
and  carried. 

Moved  in  amendment  Farnalls  to  add  another  clause  as  follows: 

"And  further  the  l/^fheat  Board  to  act  solely  as  the  agent  of  the  producers 
and  obligated  at  all  times  to  sell  that  grain  to  the  best  advantage  of  the 
producers. " 


Seconded  Flock.    Amendment  carried. 


Resolution  as  amended  carried. 


33.  CLEARING  BRUSH  AT  ROAD  CORNERS  (Haultain  Local  U.F.A.)      V^hereas,  the 
coroners  of  land  bordering  many  road  intersections  have  dense  growth  of 
brush  and  trees  obstructing  the  view  of  traffic  approaching  these  inter- 
sections, endangering  life  and  property; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  all  brush  and  trees  be  kept  cut  down  for  a 
safe  distance  thus  allowing  travellers  a  clear  view  of  oncoming  traffic. 


Moved  Sears.  Seconded. 


Moved  in  amendment,  "that  this  convention  go  on  record  as  asking  the 
Government  to  take  such  steps  as  are  necessary  so  that  the  Councils  can 
go  in  and  clear  road  corners  where  it  is  necessary". 

Seconded  King, 

Amendment  carried. 


Resolution  as  amended  carried. 

34.  HIGff».'AYS  (Junior  U.F.A.  Conference)    Whereas,  the  provincial  government 
is  spending  a  great  deal  of  money  in  the  building  of  main  highways  and 
intends  to  increase  the  expenditure  this  year,  and 

Whereas,  the  highways  being  built  do  not  stand  up  to  the  traffic  they  are 
required  to  take,  and 

V/hereas,  the  highways  in  the  United  States  have  a  much  longer  life  than 
those  in  this  province; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  government  appoint  a  committee  to  be- 
come acquainted  with  methods  and  formulas  used  in  the  United  States  under 
similar  climatic  and  traffic  conditions. 


Moved  Sutherland,  Flock,  Carried, 

32.  CAR  INSURANCE  (North  Peace  River  Con.)    I'fhereas,  the  car  insurance  plan 
of  the  Provincial  Government  does  not  give  protection  to  the  car  owner, 
but  makes  it  necessary  to  go  to  the  private  insurance  companies  and  take 
out  a  costljr  insurance  policy; 

Be  it  resolved,  that  we  demand  that  the  Government  revise  their  car  in- 
surance policy,  charging  a  reasonable  flat  rate  to  everyone  but  which  will 
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give  full  coverage. 

Moved  Macklin,  Flint.  Carried, 

25.  T.B.  FREE  AREAS  (Acadia  Federal  C.A.)    Viihereas,  in  the  years 
immediately  preceding  V/orl  V/ar  11  there  was  a  sign-up  with  a  large 
majority  in  that  section  north  of  the  Red  Deer  for  a  T.B.  free  area, 
which  at  that  time  v/as  to  be  the  largest  T.B.  free  area  in  the 
British  Empire,  and 

Whereas,  with  the  advent  of  the  war  inspection  work  practically  ceased 
and  since  the  cessation  of  hostilities  the  work  has  made  very  little 
progress,  and 

Whereas,  the  people  in  that  area  indicated  by  their  support  in  the 
sign-up  campaign  that  thej'-  were  strongly  in  favour  of  the  plan; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this  Organization  ask  both  provincial 
and  federal  governments  to  co-operate  to  the  end  that  this  inspection 
work  be  completed  in  the  summer  of  194S. 

Moved  Sutherland.     Seconded  and  carried. 

26.  DAIRY  CCWS  (Acadia  Federal  C.A.)    Whereas,  the  type  of  dairy  cows 
on  the  majority  of  mixed  farms  in  Alberta  is  very  much  in  need  of 
improvement; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  request  our  Provincial  Government  to 
have  dairy  heifer  calves  brought  from  British  Columbia  or  from  some 
other  equally  reliable  source,  or 

Further,  that  these  dairy  calves  be  sold  at  cost  to  any  bona  fide  farmer 
in  Alberta, 

Moved  Sutherland,  Cameron.  Carried. 

44.  SUBSIDY  ON  POULTRY  AflD  LIVESTOCK  (Board  VJetaskiwin  U.F.A.  Con.  Assn.) 

Whereas,  the  removal  of  ceilings  and  subsidies  from  coarse  grains  has 
caused  double  rise  in  the  price  of  these  grains  to  farmers  feeding  live- 
stock and  poultry,  and 

Whereas,  these  products  are  so  badly  needed,  and 

Whereas,  farmers  simply  cannot  go  on  producing  milk,  meat,  butter  and 
other  products  with  such  heavy  increased  cost; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  request  the  Federal  Government  to  pay 
subsidies  on  all  grain  fed  to  livestock  and  poultry. 

The  following  amendment  from  the  Board  of  the  Wetaski^\dn  Federal  Associ- 
ation was  read;  "or  failing  this  to  subsidize  livestock  and  poultry  and 
their  products." 

Moved  King,  Sears, 

After  discussion  it  was  agreed  that  this  resolution  be  withdrawn. 
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57.  U.S. A,  FJIRKET  FOR  LIVF.STCCK  (covers  53)  U.F.A.  BOARD) 

Ee  it  resolved,  that  we  endorse  the  follovdng  action  taken  by  the  C.F.A.: 

"Vifhereas,  the  C.F.A,  has  consistently  taken  the  stand  that  the  U.S.A.  is 
the  natural  and  logical  market  for  Canadian  live  cattle,  and 

"Whereas,  the  Canadian  beef  cattle  industry  in  order  to  enable  fulfilment 
of  the  U.K.  contract  and  to  assist  domestic  inflation  control  has  been 
subject  to  rigid  controls  and  price  ceilings,  and 

"Whereas,  controls  and  price  ceilings  are  now  being  lifted  on  practically 
all  commodities  except  beef; 

"Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  C.F.A,  continue  its  efforts  to  bring 
about  restoration  of  the  exj)ort  of  cattle  to  the  U.S.,  and  that  we  ask 
the  Dominion  Government  immediately  to  set  up  machinery  to  export  a 
limited  number  of  cattle  so  as  to  maintain  the  U.S.  market  connection  and 
that  any  surplus  money  accruing  on  such  transactions  be  used  in  the  interests 
of  the  beef  cattle  industry." 

Moved  Flock,  Gudlaugson. 

Moved  in  amendment  Sutherland,  to  strike  out  the  words  after  ".U.S."  in 
the  last  line  of  the  implementing  clause.    Seconded  Ifell, 

The  chairman  advised  that  two  members  of  the  U.F.A.  Board  were  attending 
the  Vi/estern  Stock  Growers'  Convention  in  Lethbridge  and  would  be  re- 
porting to  the  convention.    It  therefore  was  moved,  seconded  and  carried 
that  the  discussion  on  the  resolution  be  postponed  until  the  report  is 
received. 

Moved  Flock,  Ralston,  that  we  adjourn  until  2  p,m.  Carried, 


Thursday  Afternoon 

Mr,  Wood  in  the  chair. 

87.  DOMNION  POULTRY  BOARD  (U.F.A.  Board)    IVhereas,  the  Special  Products 
Board  is  not  a  permanent  body; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  urgently  recommend  the  introduction  at 
the  present  session  of  Parliament  of  enabling  legislation  which  would 
establish  a  permanent  Dominion  Poultry  Board  with  power  to  create  and 
maintain  stable  and  solvent  conditions  in  all  branches  of  the  poultry 
industry. 

Moved  Flock,  Perry  and  carried. 

96.  LIVESTOCK  GOMITISSION  (U.F.A.  Board)  Whereas,  farmers  claim  that  the 
whole  of  the  recent  increase  in  the  contract  price  of  bacon  has  not  been 
passed  on  to  the  farmer  by  the  packer,  and 

Whereas,  a  livestock  commission  would  regulate  the  rules  and  practices  of 
the  packing  and  livestock  industry  so  as  to  establish  a  fair  price  at  any 
particular  point; 

Be  it  resolved,  that  we  reiterate  our  demand  for  the  establishment  of  a 
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livestock  commission. 

Moved  Gudlaugson,  Sutherland.  Carried. 

15.  COMSNDATION  OF  THE  C.F.A.  (V/etaskiwin  Federal  C.A.) 

Whereas,  the  International  Wheat  Conference  held  in  London,  England  last 
summer  endeavored  to  establish  stability  and  co-operation  as  a  substitute 
for  the  uncertainties  and  extremes  of  competition  in  the  international 
trading  of  wheat,  and 

Whereas,  we  believe  this  is  an  attempt  to  put  into  practical  form  the 
idealism  of  the  Atlantic  Charter,  and 

Whereas,  "all  men  in  all  the  lands"  were  offered  the  opportunity  "to  live 
their  lives  free  from  fear  and  free  from  want",  and 

Whereas,  the  proposals  laid  before  the  International  Wheat  Conference  are 
in  harmony  with  the  proposals  of  the  Food  and  Agriculture  Organization  for 
raising  the  dietary  standards  of  the  population  of  the  world; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this  convention  heartily  commends  the  support 
given  the  International  Wheat  Conference  and  the  Food  and  Agriculture 
Organization  by  the  Canadian  Federation  of  Agriculture. 

Moved  Sears,  Sutherland.  Carried, 

19.  PRICE  OF  TWINE.  (North  Peace  River  Convention)    Resolved,  that  we  hereby 
request  Central  Office  to  protest  vigorously  against  the  proposed  increase 
in  the  price  of  twine. 

Moved  Gudlaugson,  Frey.  Carried, 

50.  PERSONNEL  OF  THE  CAIUDIAN  WHEAT  BOARD  (Elnora  Local  U.F.A.) 

Be  it  resolved,  that  this  U.F.A.  convention  request  the  Canadian  Federation 
of  Agriculture  to  press  the  Dominion  Government  to  increase  the  personnel 
of  the  Canadian  \flieat  Board  to  five  members,  the  two  additional  members  to 
be  nominated  by  a  joint  committee  of  farm  organizations. 

Moved  Gudlaugson,  Biggs. 

After  discussion  agreed  to  table  this  motion  until  the  Elnora  delegates  are 
pre  sent . 

ADDRESS  BY  LOUIS  N0RI--1AI-IDEAU.    Mr.  Louis  Normandeau  of  the  Alberta  Wheat  Pool, 
addressed  the  delegates  on  his  trip  through  Ontario  and  Quebec  on  behalf  of 
thjte  three  wheat  pools, 

52.  GRAIN  i''QR  ALCOHOLIC  BEVERAGES  (Beaverlodge  U.F.A.  and  U.F.W.A.  Conference) 

V\niereas,  a  resolution  protesting  the  use  of  grain  for  alcoholic  beverages  as 
long  as  it  could  be  used  to  better  advantages  such  as  feeding  the  hungry 
countries,  was  passed  at  the  U.F.A.  Convention  in  January  1947,  and 

Whereas,  a  reply  was  received  from  the  Hon.  J.  A.  MacKinnon,  Minister  of 
Trade  and  Commerce,  advising  that  no  wheat  was  being  used  at  the  present  time 
in  the  making  of  either  liquor  or  beer; 
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Therefore  be  it  Resolved,  that  we  advise  Hon.  MacKinnon  that  the  resolution 
called  for  the  discontinuance  of  all  cereal  grains  being  used  for  this 
purpose  as  long  as  these  grains  are  needed  for  food  in  any  other  country. 

Moved  Flint,  Gudlaugson.  Carried. 

64.  OLEOMARGARIME  (U.F.A.  Board)  Resolved,  that  we  go  on  record  against  the 
importing  of  oleomargarine  and  vegetable  oils  where  they  are  used  in  the 
manufacture  of  oleomargarine. 

Moved  Prey,  and  seconded.  Carried. 

95.  GRAIN  FOR  HOI-E  COKSUI-IP'TION  (U.F.A.  Board)    Whereas,  the  Canadian  miller 
obtains  wheat  at  less  than  the  price  of  wheat  exported  to  Britain  or  the 
world  export  price,  thus  compelling  the  Canadian  farmer  to  subsidize  the 
dom-estic  consumer  of  flour; 

Be  it  resolved,  that  we  request  the  Dominion  Government  to  reimburse  the 
farmer  for  any  price  disadvantage  incurred  under  this  policy. 

Moved,  seconded  Farry.  Carried. 

k3'.  AGRICULTURAL  PxJCSS  (Lethbridge  Federal  C.A.)  (covering  also  99  -  100) 

VJhereas,  the  initial  price  of  wheat  as  fixed  by  the  Dominion  Government, 
has  caused  serious  losses  in  income  to  producers  and  places  an  inequitable 
part  of  the  burden  of  supplying  the  needs  of  war  devastated  coimtries  upon 
the  shoulders  of  the  producers,  which  should  be  borne  in  equitable  proportion 
by  all  taxpayers; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  United  Farmers  through  its  executive, 
demand  of  the  Federal  Government  that  it  subsidize  the  difference  in  all 
branches  of  agriculture  between  the  present  and  world  prices. 

Moved  V(fild  and  seconded.  Carried. 

27.  CONSERVATION  OF  NATURAL  RESOURCES  (Acadia  U.F.A.  Federal  C.A.) 

I'^ereas,  the  policy  of  the  U.F.A.  has  always  been  one  of  the  utmost  conserva- 
tion of  our  natural  resources  and  to  this  end  we  have  for  many  years  been 
urging  upon  the  Dominion  Government  the  vital  necessity  of  a  policy  of 
conserving  the  natiiral  cover  of  the  eastern  slopes  of  the  Rocky  Mountains, 
and 

Whereas,  during  1947  our  wishes  in  that  respect  were  met  by  the  appointment 
of  a  commission  charged  with  that  responsibility; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  express  our  appreciation  of  the  action 
on  the  part  of  the  governing  authority,  and 

Further  be  it  resolved,  that  we  strongly  urge  upon  the  newly  appointed 
commission  immediate  action  to  prevent  the  further  loss  of  such  natural 
cover,  and 

Be  it  further  resolved,  to  this  end  we  make  the  following  suggestions: 

1.    Immediate  study  of  scientific  forestry,  particularly  as  carried  on  in 
Sweden  and  other  European  6oimtries. 
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2.  A  bold  and  definite  policy  with  regard  to  logging  operations  on  these 
eastern  slopes. 

3.  Greater  precautions  vri.th  regard  to  fire. 

4.  Such  o-operation  between  Dominion  and  Provincial  Governments  and 
authorities  as  will  result  in  complete  co-operation  and  co-ordination  to 
the  end  that  this  great  national  heritage  be  retained  and  enhanced. 

Moved  Sutherland,  Cameron, 

Moved  in  amendment  Macklin,  to  add  at  the  end  of  Clause  3'  "and  by  the 
clearing  and  breaking  of  v.dde  fire  lanes  around  the  remaining  patches  of 
timber". 

Amendment  carried. 

Resolution  as  am^ended  carried. 

28.  RED  DEER  RIVER  DIVERSCN  FOR  IPuRIGATION  AND  POIvir,R  (Acadia  Prov.  C.A.) 

Whereas,  the  Red  Deer  River  diversion  scheme  for  irrigation  and  power,  has 
reached  the  point  where  extensive  surveys  have  been  completed  and  favorable 
reports  made  both  as  tc  soil  quality  and  asswance  that  upward  of  half  a 
million  acres  of  suitable  land  can  be  watered  in  the  area  eastward  from 
the  town  of  Hanna  to  the  Saskatchewan  border,  and 

Vu'hereas,  while  the  survey  work  continues,  the  people  of  the  area  are  deeply 
disappointed  that  the  work  of  construction  has  not  been  started; 

Now  therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this  convention  of  the  United  Farmers  of 
Alberta  do  call  on  the  Federal  Minister  of  Agricultui^e  lit.  Hon.  J.G. 
Gardiner  to  have  a  contract  let  for  an  ear 1a  start  on  this  project,  and 

Further  be  it  resolved  that  we  call  on  our  provincial  government  to  fully 
co-operate  with  the  Dominion  Government  in  this  matter,  so  that  construction 
work  may  be  started  on  this  Red  Deer  diversion  without  further  delay. 

Moved  Cameron,  Sutherland.  Carried. 

29.  COMPENSATION  FOR  SURFACE  RIGHTS  FOR  PETROLEUM  DEVELOPMENT  (Jr.  U.F.A.Conf 

Whereas,  the  oil  companies  drilling  in  new  fields  are  intruding  on  farmers 
when  drilling  new  wells,  and 

Whereas,  the  compensation  paid  for  land  made  useless  for  agricultiire  is 
not  adequate  taking  into  consideration  the  agricultural  productive  value 
of  the  land  J 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  request  the  Provincial  Government  to 
provide  that  adequate  rate  of  compensation  for  the  agricultural  land  taken 
out  of  production  shall  be  paid  by  the  oil  company,  and 

Further  be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  that  an  Arbitration  Board  be  set  up 
which  shall  include  an  agricultural  representative  to  determine  the  amount 
of  compensation  payable  to  the  farmer. 

Moved  Vi/ild,  King.  Carried. 
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30.  RUEAL  ELECTRIFICATION  (Acadia  U.F.A.  Federal  C.A.)    Whereas, rural 
electrification  is  a  vital  necessity  to  the  farm  people  of  this  province 
and  to  successfully  provide  service  on  a  reasonable  cost  basis,  must 
include  the  whole  of  the  province,  both  urban  and  rural,  thickly  settled 
and  sparsely  peopled  areas  of  the  province; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  v;e  again  urge  on  the  Provincial  Government 
the  appointment  of  a  commission  v;hose  responsibility  shall  be  the  taking 
over  of  the  established  power  developments,  hydro  projects,  etc.  and  the 
distribution  system  throughout  the  province  with  the  object  of  ultimately 
providing  electrification  to  the  majority  of  the  farms  in  this  province. 

Moved  Sutherland,  Wild.  Carried. 

40.  TRICE  OF  FARM  MACHINERY  (North  Peace  River  Convention) 

IVhereas,  all  implement  companies  include  a  charge  for  bad  debts  and 
collections  in  the  price  of  farm  machinery,  and 

Vtfhereas,  under  the  provisions  of  the  Farm  Improvement  Loans  Act  implement 
companies  carry  no  risk  in  respect  to  bad  debts  or  collection; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  price  of  farm  machinery  be  reduced  by 
at  least  10^ 

Moved  and  seconded.  Carried, 

41.  QUOTA  SYSTEM.    Moved  Colvin  and  seconded:  (Medicine  Hat  Federal) 

Be  it  resolved,  that  we  are  in  favor  of  retaining  the  quota  system  of 
marketing  wheat. 

Moved  Viall  in  amendment  to  strike  out  the  word  "wheat"  and  insert  the  word 
"grain".    Amendment  carried. 

Resolution  as  amended  carried. 

42.  VvTlEAT  QUOTA  (Medicine  Hat  U.F.A.  Federal  C.A.)    Resolved,  that  more 
consideration  be  given  to  the  small  acreage  farmer  in  connection  with  the 
wheat  acreage  quota. 

Moved  and  seconded. 

Moved  in  amendment  to  insert  after  the  word  "the"  in  the  first  line: 

"farmer  having  a  farm  of  one-half  section  or  less". 

Seconded, 

Amendment  carried. 

Resolution  as  amended  carried. 

59.  FARM  I^!FROVa■■S^jT  LOANS  (North  Peace  River  Convention)    V^liereas,  the 
Farm  Improvement  Loans  Act  has  been  of  much  assistance  to  farmers  in  recent 
years  in  the  purchase  of  much  needed  machinery  and  the  erection  and 
improvement  of  farm  buildings;  also  in  the  purchase  of  livestock,  etc,  and 

VxTnereas,  that  Act  is  due  to  expire  in  March  194S; 
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Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this  convention  request  our  Federal 
Government  to  extend  the  provisions  of  this  Act  for  another  five  years. 

Moved  Macklin.    Seconded  and  carried. 

61.  ^EDIGINE  AND  DRUGS  AT  COST  (Beaverlodge  U.F.A.  and  U.F.V^/'.A.  Con.) 

Whereas,  the  present  price  of  drugs  and  medicine  is  so  exorbitantly  high 
that  many  people  of  moderate  means  cannot  afford  to  buy  them  and  so 
often  the  health  of  the  families  is  allowed  to  suffer; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  the  Dominion  Government  to  take 
steps  to  lower  the  price  of  drugs,  so  that  they  will  be  available  to  all 
who  may  need  them. 

Moved  Macklin,  King.  Carried. 

62.  RURAL  ArJD  NATICNAL  HEALTH  FLANS  (covering  63)  Beaverlodge  U.F.A.  and 
U.F.W.A.  Conf.) 

Whereas,  the  citizens  of  Canada  are  our  greatest  asset  and  should  have  as 
great  opportunities  for  living  as  for  war,  and 

'^Vhereas,  less  than  half  of  our  service  men  qualified  for  the  highest 
classification,  and 

WTiereas,  when  we  are  born  all  disease  germs  are  in  our  bodies  which  need 
continual  checking  and  examinations  to  prevent  the  development  of  these 
disease; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  health  services  be  instituted  which  will 
be  adequate  for  all  rural  people  in  Canada,  and  v;hich  will  be  co-ordinated 
within  a  general  national  plan. 

Moved  Macklin  and  seconded.  Carried. 

91.  PATENT  MEDICINES  (Berrywater  Local  U.F.V.'.A.)  '/Jhereas,  the  advertising 
of  patent  medicines,  particularly  over  the  radio,  encourages  ailing  people 
to  use  unknoivn  drugs  indiscriminately,  sometimes  with  ill  effects; 

Be  it  resolved,  that  the  patenting  of  medicines  and  drugs  be  more  rigidly 
controlled  and  their  entire  content  published  on  their  labels. 

Moved  and  seconded.  Carried. 

94.  ADEQUATE  SUPPLY  OF  LWmR  A::D  NAILS.  (U.F.A.  Board)    Whereas,  the 
supply  of  lumber  is  inadequate  for  domestic  needs,  and 

IfJhereas,  nails  are  unobtainable  to  the  extent  of  crippling  needed  farm 
construction  and  repair  work; 

Be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  the  Dominion  Government  to  take  steps  to  ensure 
adequate  supplies  for  farm  construction  and  repair  work. 

Moved  Gudlaugson  and  seconded.  Carried. 


BS.  LAND  UTILIZATION  (U.F.A.  Board)  WTiereas,  in  its  natural  state  the 
country  is  not  subject  to  wind  and  water  erosion,  and 
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V/hereas,  with  the  present  day  machinery  the  whole  country  is  being 
swept  clear  of  forest  cover,  resulting  in  high  damaging  winds,  a 
drastic  lowering  of  the  water  table,  a  serious  lowering  of  crop 
yields,  and  more  serious  yet,  permanent  injury  to  the  soil; 

Be  it  resolved,  that  we  petition  the  Legislatures  of  British  Columbia 
and  Alberta  to  enact  legislation  to  save  this  country  from  grave 
deterioration  by  wind  and  water  erosion. 

As  a  means  of  implementing  legislation  we  would  respectfully  suggest 
the  follovd.ng  for  consideration; 

"That  no  brush  cover  be  removed  without  a  permit;  such  permit 
specifying  the  area  to  be  cleared,  shall  be  issued  on  the  recommendation 
of  a  committee  comprising  the  District  Agriculturist,  two  members  of 
the  Agricultural  Service  Board  or  similar  body,  the  farmer  concerned, 
and  one  other  appointed  by  the  farmer  concerned". 

This  meeting  wishes  to  impress  the  vital  urgency  of  this  matter  and 
trusts  that  prompt  action  will  be  taken. 

Moved  Flock,  Cameron  and  carried. 

Adjournment,  moved,  seconded  and  carried. 

Friday  Morning 

J.  K.  Sutherland  in  the  chair. 

17,  FRESfiNTING  rt'.SOLUTIONS  TO  FEDERAL  GCVT'.RNMENT  (Acadia  U.F.A.  Fed.  C.A.) 

V/hereas,  there  would  appear  to  be  some  dissatisfaction  with  the  method 
of  presenting  the  farmers'  viewpoint  to  the  Federc.1  *jovornmont,  and 

Whereas,  the  presenting  of  a  brief  appears  to  lacrk  the  direction  and 
foreceful  impact  of  the  actual  resolution,  many  of  which  are  not  even 
mentioned  in  the  brief; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  each  resolution  passed  be  carried  on  to 
the  Federal  Government  with  a, brief  argument  for  the  view^:oint  expressed 
and  that  adequate  publicity  be  given  by  the  Canadian  Federation  of 
Agriculture  back  through  its  various  affiliated  bodies  to  the  end  that 
the  various  affiliated  farm  organizations  be  made  aware  of  what  has 
happened  to  the  resolutions. 

Moved  Cameron,  King.  Carried, 

18.  FARISRS  HOLIDAY  (Medicine  Hat  Federal  C.A.)    Resolved,  that  the 
farmers  holiday  now  set  as  June  21st  be  set  at  a  corresponding  date  in 
July, 

Moved  King.    Seconded.  Lost. 

20,  TRIBUTES  TO  THE  DECEASED  (McCafferty  Local  U.F.V^.A.)    l^iereas,  at 
present  the  custom  is  to  give  flowers  at  funerals  as  tributes  to  the 
deceased,  and 

Whereas,  the  life  of  such  tribute  is  very  brief; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  encourage  the  giving  of  "In  Memory" 
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books  thus  helping  to  build  up  community  libraries  and  making  for  a 
more  lasting  tribute. 

Moved.    Seconded  Sears  and  carried. 

23.  TEACHING  OF  SEX  HYGIENS  IN  SCHOOLS  (North  Peace  River  Con.) 

Whereas,  we  are  all  agreed  that  the  standard  of  morals  of  our  youth  to- 
day is  being  lowered  rather  than  improved,  and 

Whereas,  we  feel  that  correct  teaching  of  Sex  flygiene  in  our  schools 
would  certainly  help  to  improve  the  situation; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  a  series  of  lectures  along  these  lines 
be  included  in  the  school  curriculum,  and  given  to  the  grades  at  a 
suitable  age,  and 

Further,  be  it  resolved,  that  should  these  lectures  require  specially 
trained  teachers,  a  short  course  for  this  purpose  be  given  at  the 
Normal  School  or  University  of  Alberta  and  such  qualified  teachers 
make  a  tour  of  the  province  so  that  every  school  in  the  province  may 
have  the  benefit  of  these  lectures. 

Moved,  seconded  and  carried. 

75.  VARnNG  STANDARDS  OF  EDUCATION  (Haultain  Local  U.F.A.) 

Whereas,  standards  of  education  vary  greatly  as  between  divisions,  and 

Whereas,  this  variation  in  standards  is  due  in  a  large  degree  to  in- 
sufficient accommodation  and  equipment,  and  teachers  whose  abilities 
have  not  always  met  with  high  professional  qualifications,  and 

Whereas,  the  successful  and  smooth  functioning  of  a  democracy  depends 
upon  equality  of  opportunity  in  education  and  culture,  and 

Whereas,  the  Alberta  Government  has  shown  reluctance  to  take  the 
drastic  action  necessary  to  provide  common  standards  and  equality  of 
opportunity; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  U.F.A.  assist  in  publicizing  the 
needs  and  benefits  of  education  by  means  of  films  and  lectures  in  co- 
operation with  the  Alberta  Educational  Council, 

Moved  Sears,  Frit chard.  Carried. 

77.  PROPERTY  OF  HUSBAND  AND  IvIFE    (Battle  River  U.F.W.A.  Conf.) 

Whereas,  in  many  cases  the  husband  dies  leaving  no  will  and  the  wife 
has  to  go  through  a  great  deal  of  legal  procedure  before  she  can  claim 
anything; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  all  property  belong  to  both  man  and 
wife  and  on  the  death  of  one,  it  automatically  becomes  the  property  of 
the  other  without  the  necessity  of  a  will. 

Moved  and  seconded.. 

Moved  Sears  that  the  resolution  be  tabled.    Seconded  Carey.  Carried. 
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89.  AD\^RTISING  FRIGES  OVER  THE  RADIO.  (Berrywater  Local  U.F.W.A.) 

VJhereas,  at  the  present  time  radio  advertisers  are  not  permitted  to 
mention  the  prices  of  merchandise  while  newspaper  advertisers  are,  and 

Whereas,  the  broadcasting  of  these  prices  would  prove  beneficial  to 
all,  but  particularly  to  rural  peojle  wo  do  not  secure  a  dailj-  paper; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  petition  the  C.B.C.  to  revise  the 
regulations  so  that  the  broadcasting  of  prices  on  the  radio  will  be 
permitted. 

Moved.     Seconded  King.  Lost, 

90.  SALARY  OF  POLICE  MAGISTRATES    (Berr water  Local  U.F.W.A.) 

Be  it  resolved,  that  we  petition  the  provincial  government  to  provide 
a  stated  salary  for  police  magistrates. 

Moved.    Seconded  Ward. 

Moved  Colvin  and  seconded  that  the  resolution  be  tabled.  Carried, 

At  this  point  Mr.  Vi/ood  introduced  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hallum  of  Sedgewick  old 
time  members  of  the  U.F.A.  who  had  just  celebrated  their  60th  wedding 
anniversary, 

35.  CFuN  SEASON  OK  DUCKS.  (Berrywater  Local  U.F.A.)    V/hereas,  in  various 
parts  of  the  province,  especially  those  adjacent  to  rivers  and  other 
bodies  of  water,  ducks  do  enormous  damage  to  grain  crops  in  the  fall; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  an  open  season  be  declared  on  ducks  until 
they  diminish  in  numbers. 

Moved  and  seconded  Flock,  Carried. 

36,  RESTRICTED  AREA  FOR  DUCKS    (Medicine  Hat  U.F.A.  Federal  C.A.) 

Resolved,  that  Ducks  Unlimited  have  no  restricted  areas  in  grain  growing 
districts  during  the  shooting  season. 

Moved  and  seconded. 

Moved  V/ood  in  amendment  to  strike  out  the  words  "Ducks  Unlimited"  and 
add  the  following  clause:  "and  that  we  instruct  our  Board  to  take  this 
matter  up  with  the  Government  responsible." 

Amendment  carried. 

Resolution  as  amended  carried. 

Mr,  V/ood  in  the  chair. 


21,  V;ORLD  GOVERTIMSNT  (Acadia  U.F.A.  Federal  C.A.)  Resolved,  that  we 
reaffirm  the  following  resolution  passed  at  the  1947  convention: 
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"Resolved,  that  this  convention  heartily  endorse  and  support  the 
proposal  of  World  Government  in  the  interests  of  Universal  Peace,  and 
that  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  sent  to  the  Alberta  Federation  of 
Agricult\are  for  consideration  and  action  at  their  next  annual  con- 
vention". 

Moved  Sutherland,  Flock,  Carried, 

CO-OPERATIVE  LIFE  INSURANCE.    Mr.  C.C.  Gant,  Alberta  Manager  for  Co- 
operative Life  Insurance,  spoke  briefly  and  answered  a  number  of  questions 
from  the  floor. 

CEILING  ON  MEAT  AND  BUTTER.    Resolved,  that  this  convention  protest  most 
emphatically  against  the  manifest  injustice  of  the  recently  announced 
policy  of  the  federal  government  of  singling  out  major  agricultural 
products  for  the  reimposition  of  ceiling  prices  without  the  reintroduction 
of  a  general  policy  of  price  control  and  that  this  resolution  be  wired 
to  the  prime  minister,  the  Minister  of  Finance  and  the  Canadian  Federation 
of  Agriculture. 

Moved  Sutherland,     Seconded  Vvall  and  carried. 

37 «  DAYLIGHT  SAVING  Tim  (Covering  also  38)  (Red  Deer  Local  U.F.A.) 

Whereas,  Agriculture  is  the  basic  industry  of  this  Dominion  and 
particularly  of  the  prairie  provinces,  and 

W"hereas,  daj'-light  saving  time  is  not  in  the  best  interest  of  agriculture 
because  the  earlier  time  means  a  loss  of  that  one  hour  due  to  early 
morning  dampness  preventing  haying  or  harvesting  operations;  thus  causing 
a  loss  to  the  farmer  of  the  tim.e  and  wages  of  his  hired  help  when  wages 
are  highest  and  time  is  of  the  most  vital  importance  to  the  saving  of 
his  crops,  and 

liVhereas,  if  any  time  change  is  to  be  m.ade  it  would  be  more  benefit  to  the 
farm.er  if  the  clock  was  put  back  one  hour,  for  the  above  reasons, 
especially  in  the  case  of  mixed  farming  and  dairying  where  fluid  milk 
has  to  be  delivered  for  processing,  and 

Whereas,  children,  our  most  cherished  possession,  are  deprived  of  at 
least  two  hours'  rest  by  the  change  to  daylight  saving  time  because  of 
the  almost  impossibility  of  getting  children  to  sleep  while  it  is  still 
daylight  with  daytime  noises,  and  having  to  rouse  them  one  hour  earlier 
to  prepare  for  school  the  next  day  while  it  is  scarcely  yet  light, 
especially  farm  children  who  may  have  long  distances  to  ride  to  school, 
thus  depriving  them  of  the  rest  necessary  for  normal  growth  and  vigorous 
health,  and 

Whereas,  most  transportation  systems  remain  on  standard  time  to  the 
confusion  of  the  general  public  when  daylight  saving  time  is  applied 
only  locally,  thus  giving  rise  to  much  annoyance  and  discomfort  to  many 
people  by  this  disparity  of  time,  and 

Whereas,  if  business  men  and  their  employees  wish  to  enjoy  more  hours 
of  daylight,  it  could  be  accomplished  quite  easily  by  the  opening  and 
closing  of  their  places  of  business  one  h6ur  earlier  during  the  summer 
months,  without  working  a  hardship  on  the  farmers  by  changing  to  daylight 
daving  timej 
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Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  go  on  record  as  requestin/^  the 
Alberta  Goverhment  to  enact  legislation  making  daylight  saving  time 
illegal. 

Moved  Christian.  Seconded. 

Moved  in  amendment  Sears,  to  add  the  following  words:     "Unless  the 
Federal  Government  declares  daylight  saving  over  the  entire  province". 
Seconded  Fritchard. 

Amendment  lost. 

Moved  in  amendment  Macklin,  to  add  the  following:     "and  that  a  time  zone 
in  Alberta  be  outlined  so  that  at  the  centre  of  day  12  noon  divides  the 
daylight  equally  before  forenoon  and  afternoon." 

This  amendment  was  later  withdrawn  and  presented  as  a  separate  resolution. 
Resolution  carried. 

CREDENTIAL  GCMI-TITTEE.    Mr.  Ward  moved  on  behalf  of  the  Credential 
Committee  that  the  pool  rate  be  set  at  $1^.00.     Seconded  Prit chard  and 
carried, 

TIME  ZOr^S.    Moved  Macklin,  "Resolved,  that  a  time  zone  in  Alberta  be 
outlined  so  that  at  the  centre  of  day,  12  noon  divides  the  daylight 
equally  betvreen  forenoon  and  afternoon."    Seconded.  Carried. 

Moved  '/I.  J.  Church,  that  we  adjourn.     Seconded  and  carried, 

Friday  Afternoon 

J.  K.  Sutherland  in  the  chair, 

FmWCIAL  STATEffiNT.    Balance  Sheet  and  statement  of  Revenue  and 
Expenditure  of  the  Association  read. 

Moved  McGorm.an  and  seconded  that  same  be  accepted.  Carried. 
Mr.  Hennig  in  the  chair. 

65.  AID  FOR  BRITAIN  (Acadia  Federal  U.g.A.  Assn.)    Waereas,  the  British 
market  for  surplus  Canadian  agriculture  products  is  by  far  the  most 
feasible  one  for  our  farmer,  and 

V/hereas,  the  press  statement  of  Finance  Minister  Abbott  and  the  Speech 
from  the  Throne  are  to  the  effect  that  Canada  is  now  enjoying  a  wave  of 
prosperity  never  before  attained  in  our  history,  and 

V/hereas,  there  is  little  doubt  in  the  minds  of  farm  people  that  there 
is  still  a  great  number  of  war  dollars  circulating  among  the  Canadian 
people,  and 

V/hereas,  the  people  and  Government  of  Great  Britain  are  in  the  midst  of 
a  great  rehabilitation  crisis  brought  on  by  the  sacrifices  of  two  VJorld 
Vv'ars,  the  liquidation  of  British  investments  abroad  and  the  lack  of 
planning  and  general  inefficiency  of  the  capitalist  class  of  that  country, 
and 
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Whereas,  the  consuming  capacitj'^  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Mother 
Country  is  limited  by  their  inability  to  produce  and  market  goods 
to  give  them  purchasing  power,  and 

Vi/hereas,  the  farm  people  of  Canada  have  already  made  a  tremendous 
cohtribution  to  the  welfare  of  the  Mother  Country  by  accepting  a 
price  for  our  products  during  the  war  and  since  in  most  cases  below 
the  legitimate  production  costs  and  below  the  so-called  world  price; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this  Organization  indicate  to  the 
Federal  Government  our  very  definite  opinion  that  we  must  continue  to 
assist  the  people  and  government  of  Great  Britain  in  every  way  possible 
to  the  end  that  their  rehabilitation  objectives  be  completely  attained, 
and  to  this  end  do  we  pledge  the  moral  and  economic  support  of  this 
Organization,    But  we  further  very  definitely  state  that  it  is  our 
viewpoint  that  such  assistance  should  be  a  contribution  of  all  the 
people  of  Canada  and  not  from  any  one  group,  and 

Further  be  it  resolved,  that  to  this  end  we  urge  upon  the  Dominion 
Government  action  along  the  follov;ing  lines: 

1.  Arrangements  for  a  great  increase  in  the  volume  of  British  goods 
imported  into  this  coimtry. 

2.  The  raising  of  a  great  Dominion  loan  from  the  Canadian  people  to 
be  used  for  the  financing  of  Canadian  products  to  Great  Britain, 

3.  An  outright  gift  of  such  Canadian  funds  as  are  necessary  from  the 
point  of  view  of  present  emergencies. 

Moved  Sutherland,  King  and  carried, 

66.  PORTS  OF  ENTRY  EST/v'EEN  CANADA  AND  U,S,A.  (Acadia  U.F.A.  Federal) 

Whereas,  the  free  exchange  of  goods  and  people  as  between  the  United 
States  and  Canada  is  most  desirable  to  the  end  that  there  be  the 
friendliest  possible  relations  between  the  two  nations; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this  Organization  ask  the  Dominion 
Government  to  establish  twenty-four  hour  service  insofar  as  the  Ports 
of  Entry  into  Canada  from  the  United  States  are  concerned. 

Moved  Sutherland,  Cameron,  Carried. 

C.C.I .L,  Mr,  W,  Hawreliuk,  vice-president  of  C.CI.L.,  briefly  addressed 
the  delegates  and  answered  questions. 

Mr.  Macklin  moved  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr,  Hawreliuk  which  was  carried 
with  applause, 

CONCSIESS  OF  LABOR,  Mr.  Jan  Lakeman  brought  fraternal  greetings  from  the 
Alberta  Section  of  the  Congress  of  Labor. 

67.  ST.  LAlvTlENCE  SEAWAY  (Acadia  U.F.A.  Federal  C,A,)      WTiereas,  actual 
construction  on  the  international  portions  of  the  St.  Lawrence  Seaway 
has  been  delayed  for  many  3^ears,  and 

Whereas,  there  are  a  number  of  factors  of  recent  development  which 
indicate  that  while  there  is  still  strong  opposition  from  certain  areas 
in  both  United  States  and  Canada,  there  is  rapidlj'-  developing  an 
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increasing  body  of  public  opinion  in  both  countries  to  the  effect 
that  this  great  international  undertaking  will  be  to  the  benefit  of 
both  countries,  and 

V\[hereas,  this  viewpoint  has  been  strengthened  recently  by  the  need 
of  further  hydro  development  and  certain  trends  in  iron  and  steel 
manufacture ; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this  Organization  ask  the  Dominion 
Government  to  make  every  effort  to  have  agreements  signed  and 
construction  work  started  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 

Moved  Sutherland,  Cameron.  Carried. 

Moved  Fritchard,  Cameron  that  we  bring  in  a  resolution  the  Hudson  Bay 
route .    Carried , 

HUDSON  BAY  ROUTE.    V^ereas,  the  Hudson  Bay  Route  affords  cheaper 
transportation  rates  to  ports  in  Great  Britain; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  endorse  the  development  of  the  Hudson 
Bay  Route. 

Moved  Fritchard.     Seconded  and  carried, 
Mr.  Sutherland  in  the  chair. 

104.  GRANTS  FOR  EDUCATION.  Whereas,  the  cost  of  providing  education  has 
increased  greatly,  and 

Vifhereas,  most  of  this  increase  has  to  be  borne  by  taxes  on  land  and 
home  s ,  and 

V/hereas,  this  taxation  has  reached  a  dangerous  level; 

Resolved,  that  we  urge  the  Government  to  assume  a  still  greater 
proportion  of  the  cost  by  materially  increasing  grants. 

Moved  Hennig,  Cameron.  Carried, 

GREETINGS .    R.  Almey,  representative  of  theC.F.R.,  V/innipeg,  extended 
greetings  and  best  wishes  to  the  delegates.    Moved  Sutherland  and 
carried  that  we  thank  Mr,  Almey  for  his  interest  and  ask  him  to  take 
greetings  to  Mr,  Thos.  Ache son,  his  predecessor, 

68.  WATER  TRANSrORTATICN  (Lethbridge  U.F.A.  Federal  C.A.) 

vVhereas,  it  is  a  well  known  fact  that  Europe  is  covered  with  canals 
providing  low  cost  transportation  for  local  as  well  as  world  commerce; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this  convention  go  on  record,  demanding 
that  the  Government  of  Canada  approach  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  for  the  purpose  of  having  the  two  governments  study  the 
possibility  of  dredging  and  docking  the  waters  of  the  ¥±lk  and  Missouri 
rivers,  so  that  the  1175  mile  rail  haul  to  Fort  VJ'illiam  could  be  avoided 
and  all  grain  and  manufactured  products  shipped  by  water  at  low  cost  to 
the  markets  of  the  world. 

Moved  Flock,  Cameron.  Carried, 
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69.  BARBED  V^IRE  (V/etaskiwin  U.F.A.  Federal  C.A.)  Whereas,  barbed  wire  now 
sold  is  of  very  poor  grade; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  the  Federal  Government  to  have  barbed 
wire  made  to  pre-war  standard. 

Moved  King  and  seconded. 

Agreed  to  include  woven  wire  in  this  resolution  as  well. 
Resolution  carried, 

DANCE .    Moved  McBride,  that  we  extend  to  the  Dance  Committee  a  hearty 
vote  of  thanks  for  the  spendid  orchestra  they  provided  for  the  dance  last 
evening.     Seconded  and  carried. 

31.  COnVENTION  DANCE.     (Berrj/water  Local  U.F.A.)    Whereas,  the  broadcast 
of  the  convention  annual  dance  is  only  a  jumble  of  comments,  which  is 
not  of  much  interest  to  anyone; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  money  spent  on  the  broadcast  could  be 
spent  more  advantageously  in  broadcasting  the  speeches  of  speakers 
addressing  the  convention. 

Moved  and  seconded.  Lost. 

70.  CQIvTRIBUTORY  OLD  AGE  PENSIONS    (Beaverlodge  U  J^.A.  and  U.F.W.A.  Conf.) 

Whereas,  life  insurance  does  not  bring  any  benefit  until  the  death  of  the 
insured,  and 

^^fhereas,  government  annuities  for  old  age  are  neither  compulsory  nor  even 
advertised,  and 

^)/hereas,  old  age  pensions  are  not  adequate; 

Be  it  therefore  resolved,  that  we  have  a  contributory  old  age  pension  as 
a  national  scheme. 

Moved  Macklin  and  seconded, 

II 

Moved  in  amendment,  Hislett,  to  insert  the  word  "voluntary    before  the 
word  "contributory".    Seconded  Wild. 

Amendment  lost. 

Moved  in  amendment  A.B.  Wood  that  we  strike  out  "Be  it  therefore  resolved" 
and  insert  "that  we  instruct  our  Board  to  investigate  the  possibility". 

Amendment  carried. 

Resolution  as  amended  carried, 

A.B.  Wood  in  the  chair, 

71  1:E::SICNS,  etc.  for  volunteers  in  SPAIN.     (Acadia  U.F.A.  Federal  C.A.) 

Resolved,  that  we  reaffirm  the  following  resolution  passed  at  the  1947 
convention: 


I 
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"Whereas,  it  is  now  generally  admitted  even  by  governing  authorities 
that  World  War  11  broke  into  actual  hostilities  as  the  Japanese  army 
invaded  Manchuria  and  continued  on  with  the  conquering  of  Ethiopia,  the 
revolution  in  Spain  and  on  to  the  German  Invasion  of  Poland,  and 

V/hereas,  a  large  number  of  Canadian  boys  volunteered  and  at  their  own 
expense  went  over  in  defence  of  the  legitimate  government  of  Spain  from 
the  invasion  of  that  country  by  the  rebellious  Koors  under  the  command 
of  General  Franco  and  the  forces  of  ^^ussolini  and  Hitler,  and 

Whereas,  those  boys  took  part  in  the  second  World  War  to  the  same  extent 
and  probably  underwent  even  greater  hardships  than  those  who  enlisted 
for  service  from  1939  onwards; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  the  Federal  Government  to  recognize 
our  obligations  to  those  men  in  their  fight  for  Democracy  by  making  the 
same  provision  for  them  including  pay  on  service,  pensions,  gratuities, 
hospitalization  and  dependents'  allo^vance  as  are  being  made  for  those  who 
enlisted  later  in  the  regular  Canadian  military  forces,  and 

Further  be  it  resolved,  that  we  carrv  this  resolution  on  to  the  Canadian 
Federation  of  Agriculture." 

Moved  Sutherland  and  seconded.  Carried. 

.750.  PERSONNEL  OF  CAnaDIAfj  .-JHiiAT  ECAkD  (Elnora  Local  U.F.A.) 

As  the  Elnora  delegate  was  present  this  resolution  was  again  considered. 

Koved  Macklin  to  refer  the  resolution  to  the  U.F.A.  Board.  Seconded 
Fritchard  and  carried. 

,fl03«  KCKAL  REARMAMhiNT  AIJD  ;;L)KLD  FEACa.    iiJhereas,  we,  the  U.F.A.  feel  the 
trem.endous  gravity  of  finding  our  world  under  the  shadow  of  the  atomic 
bomb  and  torn  by  a  struggle  in  which  two  irreconcilable  ideas  strive  for 
the  control  of  society. 

And  feeling  that  this  war  of  ideas  may  at  any  time  turn  into  a  war  of  arms 
in  \>rhich  the  precious  heritage  of  free  democratic  institutions  may  be 
swept  away  and  even  our  civilization  disappear,  and 

liVhereas,  we  believe  the  real  answer  to  this  danger  is  a  spiritual  and 
moral  one  in  which  we  must  find  not  my  way  or  your  way,  but  God '  s  waj'-; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  seek  with  full  purpose  of  lieart  to 
listen  to  and  obey  the  still  small  voice  so  we  may  become  m.orally  and 
spiritually  rearmed,  mald.ng  all  our  decisions  on  the  basis  of  v/hat  is 
right,  not  who  is  right,  in  order  that  Agriculture  may  find  its  true 
destiny  in  feeding  the  hungry  and  starving  people  in  the  world  and  thereby 
helping  to  lay  secure  foundations  for  world  peace. 

Moved  Macklin  and  seconded.  Carried. 
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2h.  bUrtCoL  Uf  AGiilUULTUrtE  FCK  Fi^ACE  RlVKK  UOUNTRY  (Junior  U»F.A.  Uonf.) 
"^Tiereas,  the  development  of  agriculture  in  the  Peace  River  district  now 
warrants  the  establishment  of  a  provincial  school  of  agriculture; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  request  our  provincial  government  to 
give  their  earnest  consideration  to  the  matter  of  establishing  a  school 
of  agriculture  in  the  Peace  River  country. 

Moved  Hart  and  seconded,  Uarried, 

72.  DATES  Or  j.Li:.uTluN5  (Lethbridge  U.F.A.  Federal  U.A.)    Resolved,  that 
the  delegates  attending  this  convention  realize  that  if  this  nation  is 
to  take  its  place  among  the  democratic  nations  of  the  world,  it  must 
demand  the  inauguration  of  laws  providing  for  the  holding  of  elections 
at  fixed  date  periods  of  time  (every  four  years). 

Moved  Flock  and  seconded. 

Moved  in  amendment  to  add  "except  in  the  case  of  a  vote  of  non-confidence". 
Amendment  lost. 
Resolution  lost. 

78.  FIN/if^iGlAL  SioTSM  (Rainier  Local  U.F.A.)  "V.'hereas,  the  intricacies  of 
the  modern  financial  system  are  not  understood  by  the  great  majority  of 
the  people; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this  convention  endorse  the  teaching  in  the 
schools  of  the  principles  of  the  monetary  systems  along  the  lines  of  House 
Bill  290  of  the  Kansas  Legislature." 

No  mover. 

98,  GOVERNMENT  SALjh  C^*'  EKER.  "Uhereas,  a  large  portion  of  the  retail  profits 
from  the  sale  of  beer  becomes  the  property  of  private  individuals,  and 

ti/hereas,  these  profits  could  be  made  available  for  the  support  of  social 
services  if  the  Alberta  Liquor  Control  Board  had  a  monopoly  of  the  sale  of 
beer,  and 

Whereas,  these  profits  are  needed  in  our  own  province; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  beer  be  sold  in  Alberta  only  to  Government 
agencies." 

Moved  Macklin,  Flock.  Carried, 

101.  UANADlAi>j  TRADE  FOLIC i.  "V^hereas,  the  recently  announced  Geneva  trade 
agreements  tend  to  curtail  our  freedom  to  trade  with  Britain  and  tie  us 
unduly  to  the  erratic  economy  of  the  United  States,  and 

VJhereas,  the  1929  break  in  the  U.S.  economy  resulted  in  nearly  a  decade  of 
economic  disaster  followed  by  war,  and 

V/hereas,  a  continuance  of  the  above  mentioned  trend  could    easily  lead  us 
to  a  similar  destination; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  the  Federal  Government  to  tie  in  ovtr 
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econon^  with  that  of  Great  Britain  and  other  countries  needing  our  surplus 
food  products. 

Moved  Macklin,  Sutherland.  Carried, 

57.  U.S.A.  K^hliUijT  FCk  LIVZSTUtJK.    Agreed  to  continue  discussion  on  this 
resolution. 

Moved  Hislett,  amendment  to  the  amendment  to  add: 

"and  that  an  Alberta  Meat  Marketing  Board  be  set  up  composed  of  farmers  and 
that  this  resolution  be  sent  to  the  Federal  Minister  of  Agriculture"  and 
strike  out  the  balance  of  the  resolution. 

The  chair  ruled  this  not  an  amendment  to  the  amendment. 

Amendment  lost. 

Motion  carried, 

53.  INTERIM  FAlIiJ^'i'    (U.F.A.  Board)    Resolved,  that  we  stronglj'-  urge  that 
an  interim  pa^mient  on  wheat  be  made  immediately. 

Moved  Fritchard,    Seconded.  Carried, 

102,  BRITISH  BLOCK.  (Rainy  Hills  Local  U.F.A,)    '^ereas,  in  1947  the  U,.F.A. 

convention  passed  a  resolution  dealing  with  evacuees  of  the  British  Block, 
and 

Whereas,  on  presentation  of  this  resolution  to  the  Federal  Government  by 
members  of  the  U.F.A.  Board  they  were  given  assurance  that  this  v;ould  be 
gone  into  further,  and 

Whereas,  the  Federal  Government  apparently  has  taken  no  action,  and 

Whereas,  the  Federal  Government  has  seen  fit  to  appoint  a  commission  to 
hold  sittings  at  several  points  throughout  Canada  to  hear  complaints  and 
make  adjustments  to  Japemese  displaced  during  the  war; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this  convention  go  on  record  demanding 
that  the  Federal  Government  set  up  a  Board  of  Review  of  three  men,  one 
appointed  by  the  Federation  of  Agriculture  and  one  appointed  by  the 
Federal  Government  and  one  chosen  by  the  first  two  mentioned,  to  be  chair- 
man; 

Further  be  it  resolved,  that  this  Board  of  Review  hold  sittings  at  three 
points,  Toronto,  Medicine  Hat  and  Calgary,  to  hear  complaints  and  make 
adjustments  of  all  evacuees  of  the  British  Block,  and  that  each  evacuee 
be  notified  by  registered  mail  in  due  time,  of  the  daj  and  place  such 
hearing  shall  take  place," 

Moved  King,  Sutherland.  Carried, 

EQUALIZATION  FUNu.  Resolved,  that  the  Government  be  asked  to  give  an 
accounting  of  the  Equalization  Fund  in  connection  with  coarse  grains. 

Moved  Fritchard,  Vjall.  Carried. 
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106.  RSCIPKUGAL  TRADE  I.ITII  BkITAIN.     "^.;hereas,  Great  Britain  does  not  and 
the  United  States  does  place  tariff  barriers  against  our  food  products, 
and 

V/hereas,  we  are  prevented  from  placing  tariffs  or  embargoes  against  manu- 
factured goods  from  the  United  States  unless  we  place  the  same  tariffs  or 
embargoes  against  all  countries,  and 

Vihereas,  if  Britain  is  to  pay  for  our  food  products  at  all  she  must  do  so 
by  means  of  her  manufactured  products; 

Be  it  therefore  resolved,  that  we  deplore  this  unfortunate  non-discrirainatdnn 
clause  of  the  Geneva  agreement  and  demand  the  adoption  of  a  policy  of 
reciprocal  trade  with  other  nations  and  of  agreements  varied  to  sviit  the 
particular  circumstances  of  the  case," 


Moved  Kacklin.    Seconded  and  carried. 


11,  r^ON  FARM5R  KEivii:<£HS    (Battle  River  U.F.,-.A.  Conference)    "Be  it  resolved, 
that  the  U.F.A.  and  U.F.w'.A.  make  all  their  non-farmer  life  members  and 
commercial  members  honorary  non-votmg  members  as  far  as  the  farmer 
organization  is  concerned,  thus  leaving  a  direct  farmer  membership,  each 
member  being  a  bona-fide  farmer  and  having  a  vote  on  issues  arising  -  e.g., 
strike  action  or  amalgamation." 

Moved  '.'(fild,  VJ.  J.  Uhurch. 

Moved  hritchard.  Flock  that  this  resolution  be  tabled  for  one  year,  Uarried, 

VOTE  CF  THAiMKa.    This  convention  \vishes  to  express  its  appreciation  of  the 
efforts  of  the  following  to  make  the  convention  a  success:    members  of  the 
press,  C.F. ,(J,  and  the  broadcasting  stations,  manaf^ement  and  staff  of  the 
Macdonald  Hotel,  the  staff  of  the  U.F.A,  and  all  others  who  have  made  a 
contribution  to  the  success  of  the  convention.  Carried, 


Moved  Hennig,  Cam.eron  and  carried  with  applause. 


FSTE  ^.KZSNAULR.    Mr.  Sutherland  drew  attention  to  the  fact  that  It.  F. 
Enzenauer,  former  U,F.A.  Member  of  the  liOgislature,  had  been  crippled  for 
the  last  four  or  five  years  and  moved  that  the  Organization  forward  a 
subscription  to  a  magazine  to  him. 


Seconded  and  carried. 


ELECTION  OF  DIKEGTCRS.      The  following  list  cf  directors  read: 


Acadia  U.F.A.  J. A.  Cameron,  Youngstown 

U.F.IV.A,  Mrs.  R.  Johnston,  Helmsdale 

Athabasca  R.L.  Fonting,  Westlock 

Mrs.  D.C.  Smith,  westlock 

Battle  River  H.E.  Spencer,  Edgerton 

Mrs.  W,  ¥amock,  Edgerton 


-  32  - 


103 


Bow  River  and  East  Calgary 
Cainrose 

J  a  sper-Ed  son-V/e  st  Zdinonton 
Lethbridge 

Macleod  and  East  Ualgary 

Medicine  Hat 
leace  diver  South 
Peace  River  North 
Red  Deer 
Vegreville 
Wetaskiwin 


Ray  Vi/ood,  Uar stairs 
Ilrs.  W.L.  Barker,  Calgary 
Paul  Farnalls,  Halkirk 
Mrs.  N.D.  Lehman,  CanLrose 
Donald  MacLeod,  Lake  Isle 
Mrs,  Minot  Stetson,  Edmonton 
H.J.  Flock,  Lethbridge 
Mrs.  Mary  Roberts,  Cwendale 
M.H.  vv'ard,  Arrowwood 
Mrs,  H.  Douglass,  Vulcan 

C.T.  Armstrong,  Hussar 
Mrs.  C.T.  Armstrong,  Hussar 
V.C.  Flint,  Beaver lodge 
Mrs.  V.C.  Flint,  Beaverlodge 
W.J.  Williams,  Brownvale 
Mrs.  N.  CovNTan,  Bev'^ryn 
A.B.  McGorman,  Fenhold 
Mrs.  C.R.  Braithwaite,  Penhold 
R.  Hennig,  Fort  Saskatchewan 
Mrs.  A.  Torrie,  Tofield 
G.L.  Frit  chard,  V/etaskiwin 
Mrs,  W.  Schroter,  Bremner 


Moved  Flock,  seconded  that  these  elections  be  confirmed.  Carried 
Moved  McGorman,  Flock  that  we  adjourn.        Carried  at  6:30. 
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Annual  Address  of  Georg-e  E.  Church,  President,  United 
Farmers  of  Alberta,  Calgary,  January  14th,  1947 


It.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

^  I  extend  to  you  a  very  warm  and  cordial  greeting  to  this  Annual 
onvention  of  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta.    Having  regard  to  some  of 
he  matters  which  will  be  discussed  at  this  time  I  think  it  is  appropriate  that 
fe  reflect  for  a  moment  upon  the  fact  that  this  is  the  38th  annual  conven- 
lon  of  this  Association.    Thirty-eight  years  is  not  a  long  time  in  the 
listory  of  nations  and  of  peoples;  but  it  is  a  long  time  in  the  history  of 
his  Province.    During  those  years  the  Province  passed  through  the  greater 
)art  of  the  period  of  immigration  and  of  widespread  land  settlement  with 
II  the  difficulties  which  follow  unregulated  and  uncontrolled  land  settle- 
nent.    It  experienced  two  world  wars  and  two  periods  of  depression,  the 
ast  of  which  was  more  serious  and  more  devastating  in  its  effects  and 
mplications  than  any  known  in  modern  times.    Throughout  that  whole 
)eriod  this  Association  has  been  the  strong,  vigorous  voice  of  Agriculture, 
ihas  waged  a  continuous  fight  for  the  social  and  economic  improvement 
farm  conditions  in  Alber  ta  and  has  joined  with  other  farm  organizations 
the  wider  national  field.    Probably  no  other  farm  body  in  Canada  has 
uch  a  record  of  long  and  effective  service  in  the  cause  of  Agriculture. 
Its  influence  is  indelibly  printed  upon  all  aspects  of  provincial  life.  At 
he  outset  of  this  Convention  therefore,  I  express  the  sincere  hope  that 
ach  of  us  may  draw  inspiration  from  the  accomplishments  of  the  past  as 
A-e  turn  our  attention  to  some  of  the  problems  of  the  present. 

From  the  farmer's  point  of  view  the  year  1946  was  a  difficult  one. 
We  ihad  a  late  spring,  a  dry  summer,  wet  fall  and  an  early  winter.  Though 
he  spring  was  late,  crop  prospects  were  generally  good  until  mid-summer. 
From  that  time  on  dry  winds,  rain  and  early  snow  took  a  toll  of  the 
rops  so  that  in  some  districts,  particularly  the  Peace  River  area,  and  the 
south  eastern  portions  of  the  province,  the  returns  for  the  year's  work 
were  disappointing.  In  many  other  parts  of  the  province  yields  were 
reduced  and  grades  lowered  so  that  farm  income  from  field  crops  was 
below  the  level  attained  in  recent  years.  In  spite  of  all  that,  however, 
1946  will  still  be  recorded  as  one  of  the  better  years  in  Canadian  Agricul- 
ture; and  by  reason  of  it  our  western  farmers  will  have  entrenched  them- 
selves more  securely  to  meet  the  uncertain  prospects  of  the  years  before 


BUSY  YEAR  / 

The  year  was  a  busy  one  for  farm  organizations.  Apart  entirely  from 
the  usual  membership  drives,  they  have  been  prominently  before  the  public 
eye.  Immediately  after  the  last  convention,  the  resolutions  passed  at 
that  gathering  were  conveyed  to  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Canadian  Fed- 
eration of  Agriculture  and  the  directors  of  that  body  subsequently  appeared 
before  the  Prime  Minister  and  his  colleagues  at  Ottawa  to  present  the 
views  gathered  from  local  meetings,  district  conventions  and  provincial 
federations  across  the  Dominion.  In  February  representatives  of  the 
Organization  accompanied  officials  of  the  Alberta  Federation  of  Agricul- 
ture to  present  resolutions  affecting  the  interests  of  farm  people  to  the 
Government  of  Alberta.  For  a  large  part  of  the  year  our  Co-operative 
was  engaged  with  other  farm  co-operatives  in  defending  their  position 
under  the  Dominion  Income  War  Tax  Act.  Later  in  the  season  our  fellow 
farmers  in  the  Alberta  Farmers'  Union  carried  out  a  non-delivery  strike 
thirty  days,  which  at  least  rather  pointedly  emphasized  an  undercurrent 
unrest  among  farm  people.  During  the  whole  of  the  year  officials  of 
three  farm  bodies  in  this  province  were  at  work  in  an  effort  to  lay 
the  basis  for  the  merger  of  the  three  bodies,  an  effort  which  has  now 
engaged  our  attention  for  several  years.  I  shall  refer  later  in  greater 
detail  to  all  of  these  matters. 


3 


Since  we  last  met,  it  has  been  my  privileg'e  to  travel  over  many  par 
of  the  province  as  President  of  this  Organization.  I  had  the  opportunil 
of  meeting  members  and  addressing  groups  of  farmers  and  district  convei 
tions  at  many  points.  It  has  been  a  pleasure  to  note  the  healthy  interei 
in  farm  problems  and  the  willingness  of  our  people  to  listen  to  what  Vi 
have  had  to  say.  I  have  been  a  member  of  this  Association  for  a  lor 
time  and  I  here  declare  my  belief  that  one  of  our  greatest  needs  as* 
farm  people  is  to  strengthen  the  idea  of  self-government  and  self-impro'q 
ment,  encouraging  the  formation  of  voluntary  local  groups,  such  as  1 
locals  of  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta,  wherever  we  can. 

WOMEN'S  ORGANIZATION 

As  a  result  of  my  suivey  of  the  province  I  must  pay  tribute  to  ■ 
work  of  our  women's  organization.  Its  members  have  worked  hard  a 
consistently  during  the  war  years  and  have  had'  to  meet  many  tmus' 
difficulties  in  the  farm  homes,  but  they  have  always  found  time  to  ke 
their  local  organization  alive  and  active.  They  constancy  and  faithfulni 
in  this  respect  serve  as  an  example  to  the  men. 

JUNIOR  BRANCH 

It  was  probably  to  be  expected  that  a  return  to  peacetime  conditic 
would  be  accompanied  by  a  revival  in  young  people's  work.  Such  a  rev't 
Avas  reflected  in  the  Farm  Young  People's  Week  at  the  University* 
Alberta  where  our  Junior  Branch  holds  its  annual  meeting.  '  It  was  pei 
haps  the  most  successful  so  far  iheld.  This  annual  gathering  is  a  ver 
worthy  effort  and  must  be  kept  up  both  because  of  its  lasting  influenc 
on  the  young  people  in  attendance  and  its  function  in  training  leadei 
for  the  larger  work  of  this  Association. 

APPRECIATION  OF  STAFF 

I  wish  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  the  members  of  the  office  sta 
for  the  efficient  manner  in  which  they  have  assisted  me  to  carry  on  m 
duties  as  president.  In  particular,  I  mention  Miss  F.ileen  Birch,  our  secr( 
tary.  It  is  indeed  a  pleasure  to  work  with  a  staff  who  put  their  heart  a 
well  as  their  training  into  what  they  are  doing. 

U.F  A  CENTRAL  CO-OPERATIVE 

The  year  that  has  passed  has  been  a  very  successful  one  for  our  Cf 
operative.  Volume  of  business  during  the  year  showed  an  increase  ove 
the  preceding  year  of  a  half  million  dollars.  During  the  year  our  oil  an 
gasoline  business  was  very  considerably  expanded.  Shortage  of  matcri? 
and  the  various  restrictions  imposed  by  Government  agencies  during  th 
war  years  made  it  impossible  to  open  up  new  stations  or  expand  the  nurr 
ber  of  our  distributing  agencies.  The  situation  was  relieved  this  yea; 
however,  and  we  have  now  added  some  thirty-two  points  to  our  list  c 
outlets.  The  effect  of  this  expansion  is  already  becoming  evident  in  th 
r(;venues  of  the  business,  but  will  be  reflected  more  definitely  in  th 
nccounts  of  the  current  vear.  Our  retail  store  business  continues  to  expan 
and  altogether  the  affairs  of  the  Co-operative  are  in  a  very  satisfactor 
state. 

WHEAT  AGREEMENT 

The  announcement  by  the  Dominion  Government  of  the  completio' 
of  a  long  term  wheat  agreement  with  the  British  Government  and  th 
subsequent  announcement  of  its  five  year  marketing  policy  were  from  man 
standpoints  the  outstanding  events  of  the  year.  Let  us  say  at  once  tha 
both  these  announcements  had  much  to  commend  them.  For  many  year 
farm  organizations  have  given  loyal  support  to  the  Canadian  Wheat  Boar 
in  its  efforts  to  market  Canadian  wheat.  They  have  consistently  worke 
towards  the  ultimate  goal  of  International  Agreements  as  a  means  of  ra 
tionalizing  the  distribution  and  marketing  of  this  great  world  product.  Th 
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greement  campleted  with  the  British  Government  was  not  the  kind  they 
.d  in  mind,  but  at  least  it  was  a  step  in  the  right  direction.  Because 
that,  this  Association  has  not  joined  in  the  criticism  of  the  principle  of 
e  agreement  expressed  in  some  quarters. 

The  Agreement  provides  for  the  sale  to  Great  Britain  of  one  hundred 
d  sixty  million  bushels  in  each  of  the  crop  years  1946-47  and  1947-48  at 
,55  per  bushel,  basis  No.  1  Northern  at  the  Canadian  terminals;  one 
.ndred  and  forty  million  bushels  in  the  crop  year  1948-49  at  a  price  to 
agreed  upon,  but  not  less  than  $1.25  per  bushel  and  the  same  quantity 
the  succeeding  year  at  a  price  of  not  less  than  $1.00  per  bushel.  In 
termining  the  price  for  the  last  two  years  of  the  period  the  British 
)vernment  will  have  regard  to  any  difference  between  the  prices  paid 
ring  the  first  two  years  and  the  world  prices  for  wheat. 

We  appreciate  that  in  entering  into  this  Agreement  the  Government 
IS  actuated  by  a  desire  to  stabilize  the  price  of  wheat  at  local  points 
er  the  four  year  period.  The  weakness  in  the  Agreement,  however,  was 
once  apparent.  It  established  a  ceiling  price  for  a  very  substantial  part 
our  western  crop  for  the  first  two  years  at  a  time  when  there  was  every 
lication  of  steeply  rising  costs  of  production.  Fear  was  felt  in  some 
arters  also  that  a  policy  of  selling  wheat  in  one  market  so  much  below 
e  world  price  would  ovei  the  years  injure  our  markets  in  the  other 
untries. 

Since  the  Agreement  was  announced  we  have  witnessed  rising  costs 
production.  Farm  machinery  costs  have  been  increased  at  a  time  when 
■mers  still  face  a  heavy  program  of  replacement.  Prices  of  gasoline  and 
consumers'  goods  have  risen  and  wages  have  been  increased.  So  far, 
2  controls  established  by  the  Wartime  Prices  and  Trade  Board  have 
evented  the  increases  in  prices  witnessed  across  the  line,  but  there  is 
nsiderable  fear  and  uncertainty  as  to  what  will  happen  in  Canada  if 
d  when  controls  are  removed.  Events  during  the  past  few  months  point 
;arly  to  the  fact  that  this  Agreement  may  become  extremely  controver- 
.1  unless  the  Dominion  Government  can  control  the  level  of  prices  more 
ectively  than  in  recent  months.  It  speaks  volumes  for  the  loyalty  and 
;adfastness  of  our  farm  people  generally  that  there  has  not  been  more 
despread  criticism. 

MARKETING  PROGRAM 

Concurrently  with  the  announcement  of  the  British  Wheat  Agreement 
IS  the  announcement  of  the  five-year  marketing  program,  dating  from 
igust  1st,  1945,  to  July  1st,  1950.  The  Canadian  Wheat  Board  is  now 
ying  an  additional  ten  cents  per  bushel  on  all  grades  of  wheat  delivered 
ring  the  1945-46  crop  and  will  pay  an  initial  payment  of  $1.35  per 
ishel,  basis  No.  1  Northern,  on  the  1946  and  subsequent  crops.  In  the 
it  three  crop  years  the  Government  will  determine  the  quantities  of 
•leat  which  may  be  delivered  by  farmers  but  gives  assurance  that  the 
iiount  will  not  be  less  than  fourteen  bushels  per  acre.  Participation  cer- 
icates  will  be  issued  to  farmers  at  the  time  of  delivery,  but  payment  will 
t  be  made  until  after  the  conclusion  of  the  five  year  pool.  The  domestic 
ice  of  wheat  is  continued  at  $1.25. 

;  Again  it  must  be  recognized  that  this  plan  looks  toward  the  stabiliza- 
m  of  wheat  prices  over  a  term  of  years  which  is  what  we  all  want.  Your 
irectors  however,  took  exception  to  several  details  of  the  plan.  They 
tposed  the  inclusion  of  the  1945  crop  in  the  five  year  pool,  feeling  that 
,e  inclusion  of  that  year  was  a  breach  of  faith  with  wheat  producers, 
iiey  also  felt  that  having  regard  to  world  prices  the  initial  payment  of 
.35  was  not  sufficient  and  they  urged  that  this  be  increased  to  at  least 
,.55.  Thev  took  exception  also  to  the  continuance  of  the  domestic  price 
$1.25. 


WHEAT  POLICY 

Two  criticisms  may  be  voiced  against  the  Government's  vi^heat  polic; 
The  first  is  the  continued  tendency  on  the  part  of  the  Government  to  plac 
upon  the  farmer  an  undue  share  of  the  burden  of  the  Government's  pric 
control  policy  for  Canada.  There  is  no  doubt  whatsoever  that  a  determii 
ing  factor  in  this  wheat  policy  is  the  fear  that  an  increased  price  of  whej 
to  farmers  would  wreck  the  general  scheme  of  price  controls.  I  believ 
that  farmers  are  prepared  at  all  times  to  carry  their  fair  share  of  th 
burden  of  national  policies,  but  they  do  resent  having  to  carry  an  unfa: 
share.  They  have  no  objection  to  Canada  selling  wheat  to  Britain  at  muc 
less  than  the  world  price,  or  of  domestic  sales  being  fixed  at  much  lej 
than  the  world  price,  or  of  domestic  sales  being  fixed  at  much  less  tha 
the  world  price,  providing  that  the  burden  is  distributed  fairly  over  a 
sections  of  the  Canadian  economy.  Secondly,  there  seems  to  be  too  muc 
caution  in  efforts  to  protect  Canada's  basic  industry.  The  years  have  no' 
established  beyond  doubt  that  the  level  of  prosperity  in  Canada  ris( 
and  falls  with  that  of  the  farm.  The  inclusion  of  the  1945  crop  with  tb 
large  cash  surplus  which  the  Canadian  Wheat  Board  must  have  in  marke 
ing  that  crop  is  a  singular  demonstration  of  this  cautious  attitude  in  dealin 
with  Agriculture.  Having  regard  to  world  demand  and  the  price  leva 
which  seem  assured  for  this  year's  crop  and  any  reasonable  estimate  fc 
succeeding  crops,  an  initial  payment  of  $1.35  could  well  have  been  guarai 
teed  without  including  the  1945  crop  in  the  pool.  Under  this  plan  th 
farmer  certainly  carries  his  own  insurance  to  cover  the  five-year  averag 
price. 


COSTS  OF  PRODUCTION 

Reference  has  already  been  made  to  increasing  costs  of  productio 
We  think  the  time  has  come  to  say  definitely  and  plainly  that  any  furth< 
evidence  of  increased  costs  must  result  in  a  demand  for  reconsideratic 
of  the  Government's  wheat  policy.  Agriculture  in  western  Canada  passt 
through  exceedingly  difficult  years  prior  to  the  war  and  the  problen 
created  in  that  period  have  not  been  fully  met  by  better  crops  and  prici 
during  the  war.  There  has  been  no  profiteering  among  farmers  durin 
the  war  years  and  farm  organizations  must  pay  strict  attention  to  securiii 
and  maintaining  a  right  relationship  of  prices  in  the  years  immediate! 
ahead. 


LIVESTOCK  AND  DAIRY  PRODUCTS 

Alberta  has  been  justly  proud  of  the  position  it  occupies  in  the  produ 
tion  of  livestock  and  dairy  products.  We  view  with  some  apprehensio 
however,  the  outlook  for  this  branch  of  the  farming  industry  in  the  ne: 
few  years.  Beef  cattle  population  has  greatly  increased  since  the  ear 
days  of  the  war  and  the  problem  of  over  supply  may  face  producers  unle 
a  market  can  again  be  found  in  the  United  States — at  least  to  the  extei 
of  the  pre-war  years.  Every  effort  should  be  made  to  hold  that  mark( 
Hog  production  contributed  largely  to  farm  income  during  the  war  year 
but  has  suffered  a  very  serious  decline  in  the  past  two  years.  The  rece' 
announcement  by  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  may  encourage  productic 
somewhat,  but  further  attention  is  necessary  if  production  is  to  be  subst 
tially  increased. 

Undoubtedly  the  impact  of  Income  Tax  upon  farmers,  as  well  as. 
administration  of  that  Act,  has  had  much  to  do  with  the  decline  of 
and  dairy  production  and  is  responsible  for  much  of  the  unrest 
apparent  among  farmers.  In  association  with  the  Canadian  Federatioii 
Agriculture,  we  have,  during  the  year,  strongly  protested  the  refusal 
the  Department  to  apportion  ipcome  from  wheat  according  to  the  yea* 
production.  Farmers  responded  to  the  call  for  full  production.  Natic 
policies  made  necessary  quota  restrictions  and  the  consequent  carry-ovl 
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)f  grain  from  one  delivery  year  to  another.  Equity  and  fairness  demand 
hat  for  Income  Tax  purposes  income  should  be  adjusted  to  the  year  of 
(reduction  and  that  without  the  necessity  of  keeping  accounts  on  an  accrual 
)asis.  The  average  farmer  cannot  afford  to  hire  accountants  to  keep  his 
iooks.  Moreover,  rate  levels  do  discourage  production.  A  downward 
evision  of  rates  is  necessary  in  the  interests  of  full  production. 

INCOME  WAR  TAX  ACT 

Much  of  our  tmie  during  the  past  year  was  taken  up  in  conferences 
,nd  consultations,  both  in  this  province  and  in  Ottawa,  with  respect  to 
■he  position  of  co-operatives  under  the  Income  War  Tax  Act.  The  exper- 
ience has  been  gratifying  in  one  respect  at  least  in  that  there  was  a  re- 
aarkable  demonstration  of  the  strength  and  influence  of  the  combined 
o-operative  and  farm  movement  when  once  thoroughly  organized  for 
ction.  There  is  no  doubt  whatever  the  work  accomplished  in  a  compara- 
ively  few  days  over  the  radio,  by  letters  to  Members  of  Parliament,  and 
ly  the  farm  press,  very  greatly  influenced  members  of  the  Government 
nd  of  Parliament  in  their  general  attitude  towards  the  question,  even  if 
he  changes  in  the  legislation  as  introduced  into  the  House  were  not  as 
;reat  as  were  hoped  for.  We  are  disappointed  with  some  of  the  features 
|if  the  new  legislation,  particularly  with  the  basic  principle  that  co-opera- 
ives  are  to  be  taxed  in  the  same  way  as  other  businesses.  Objection 
5  also  taken  to  the  principle  of  a  minimum  tax  on  all  co-operatives  equiv- 
.lent  to  the  tax  rate  on  an  amount  equal  to  three  per  cent  of  the  employed 
apital.  We  object  also  to  the  restrictions  which  have  been  placed  on  the 
ight  to  retain'  dividends  for  a  time  without  the  consent  of  the  individual 
nember.  This  has  seriously  interfered  with  the  operation  of  the  revolving 
'und.  You  will  be  informed  in  due  course  of  the  effect  of  these  amend- 
nents  upon  our  own  co-operative  business.  Conferences  held  by  the  Co- 
kperative  Union  of  Canada  since  the  legislation  was  passed,  both  in  the 
ast  and  the  west,  indicate  a  strong  determination  to  carry  on  the  efforts 

0  have  the  objectionable  features  of  the  legislation  removed; 

MERGER 

As  alreacjy  stated  the  proposal  for  the  merger  of  the  Alberta  Farmers' 
Jnion,  the  Alberta  Federation  of  Agriculture  and  this  Organization,  en- 
,'aged  the  attention  of  your  executive  throughout  the  year,  A  contact 
ommittee  was  formed  consisting  of  representatives  of  each  of  the  three 
'fganizations,  and  from  that  committee  a  smaller  sub-committee  was 
,amed  to  work  out  details  of  a  basis  for  the  merger.     Several  meetings 

1  these  committees  were  held.  A  fine  fraternal  spirit  was  shown  by  the 
epresentatives  of  the  three  organizations  at  all  meetings,  as  well  as  a 
ery  evident  desire  to  arrive  at  some  unanimity  of  opinion.  A  draft  con- 
titution  was  finally  agreed  upon  and  copies  were  mailed  in  due  course  to 
U  the  secretaries  of  our  locals.  That  draft  constitution  was  accepted  by 
he  annual  meeting  of  the  Alberta  Federation  of  Agriculture,  which  met 
uring  the  month  of  December  and  it  will  be  submitted  for  your  considera- 
ion  at  this  convention.  The  acceptance  of  this  constitution  by  the  three 
rganizations  would  very  greatly  strengthen  the  farm  movement  in  this 
Province.  The  weakness  of  the  farm  movement  in  Alberta  arises  from 
ts  very  strength.  In  no  province  are  there  as  many  farm  organizations, 
n  no  province  have  farm,  co-operatives  been  more  strongly  developed. 
Vs  a  result  too  many  appeals  are  made  to  the  farmers'  loyalty.  The 
verage  farmer  is  loyal  to  all  without  being  aggressively  and  enthusiastic- 
lly  loyal  to  any.  He  is  embarrassed  by  too  many  champions.  The  con- 
olidation  of  these  three  bodies  into  one  great  provincial  organization  to 
ake  its  place  with  other  provincial  bodies  would  make  a  great  appeal  to 
Vlberta  farmers  and  arouse  an  enthusiasm  in  local  communities  which 
\"Ould  be  sustained  and  lasting  in  its  effect. 

I  am  sorry  that  the  Alberta  Farmers'  Union  meeting  in  Edmonton  last 
reek  turned  down  the  merger  proposals. 
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DIRECT  ACTION 

During  the  year  considerable  interest  was  aroused  in  this  province  a 
elsewhere  in  Canada  by  reason  of  the  farm  strike,  which  took  place  during 
the  month  of  August.    The  general  publicity  given  that  strike  and  t' 
interest  aroused  among  the  farmers  of  the  province  made  it  necessary  fi 
your  Executive  to  make  a  brief  statement.    Your  Executive  made  it  clei 
that  it  had  every  sympathy  with  many  of  the  objectives  set  out  in  t^ 
strike  ballot.  However,  your  Executive  had  no  mandate  from  the  memb 
ship  of  this  Organization  to  join  in  direct  action.    We  made  this  clear 
the  representatives  of  the  Alberta  Farmers'  Union  whenever  the  questi 
was  raised  during  the  meetings  of  the  contact  committee  and  again  duri 
a  meeting  of  officials  of  the  Alberta  Farmers'  Union  .held  shortly  befo" 
the  strike  was  called.    That  organization,  therefore,  was  fully  informed 
the  position  of  this  Organization.    I  am  sure  I  am  voicing  the  opini 
of  this  Convention  that  we  do  not  question  the  right  of  farmers  to  ta! 
strike  action.    I  am  sure  also  there  is  no  question  about  the  ability 
our  farmers  to  organize  whenever  the  necessity  arises.    That  has  bee 
proven  on  more  than  one  occasion  in  the  long  history  of  this  Association. 
We  believe,  however,  that  two  principles  should  be  observed  in  any  con- 
sideration of  direct  action.    The  first  is  that  there  must  be  a  strong  and 
impelling  reason  before  resorting  to  such  action.    The  other  is  that  such 
action  can  only  achieve  the  greatest  success  if  it  is  national  rather  than 
local  in  character.    For  that  reason  your  Executive  agrees  with  the  opinion 
expressed  by  the  Alberta  Federation  of  Agriculture  at  its  recent  conven- 
tion, that  before  resorting  to  direct  action  there  should  be  the  fullest 
discussion  and  conference  between  the  various  farm  organizations  of  the 
provinces  in  order  that  the  combined  weight  and  influence  of  the  large, 
number  may  be  brought  to  bear  upon  the  issue. 

FREIGHT  RATES 

A  question  of  major  importance  to  Agriculture  will  be  before  the  peopi 
of  Canada  during  the  current  year.  I  refer,  of  course,  to  the  applicati 
of  the  Canadian  Pacific  and  the  Canadian  National  Railways  for  a  thir 
per  cent  increase  in  freight  rates.  Probably  no  other  province  in  Canai 
is  as  vitally  interested  in  this  application  as  is  the  province  of  Albert! 
By  reason  of  its  geographical  position  this  province  now  stands  at  the  very 
peak  of  our  Canadian  freight  rate  structure.  Freight  rates  take  a  heavy 
toll  out  of  the  proceeds  of  our  farm  and  add  a  heavy  toll  to  everything 
which  the  farmer  buys.  The  farmers  of  the  Peace  River  for  instance  are 
all  too  well  aware  of  that  fact.  There  is  a  complete  absence  in  western 
Canada  of  the  moderating  influence  of  water  competition,  which  is  found 
in  eastern  Canada.  For  years  we  have  enjoyed  a  favourable  grain  rate  by 
reason  of  the  Crows'  Nest  Pass  Agreement,  thanks  to  efiForts  in  which  the 
U.F.A.  took  a  prominent  part.  At  this  time  it  would  seem  that  the  rates 
under  that  Agreement  would  not  come  up  for  review  in  this  application, 
as  they  are  protected  by  Statute.  However,  we  cannot  rely  on  that  with 
too  much  assurance.  Western  farm  organizations  must  stand  on  guard  to 
see  that  there  is  no  interference  whatever  with  the  freight  rates  on  grain 
which  we  now  enjoy.  They  must  equally  exert  every  influence  to  see  that 
no  greater  burden  is  placed  upon  the  farmers  of  this  province.  Becau.se 
of  national  policies  the  main  lines  of  transportation  in  Canada  run  east 
and  west  and  because  of  national  tariffs,  trade  with  our  neighbours  to  the 
south  is  greatly  restricted.  National  policy  should,  therefore,  see  to  it 
that  no  undue  burden  is  placed  upon  the  people  of  Alberta  by  reason  of 
the  geographical  position  of  this  province,  either  with  respect  to  the  pro- 
ducts which  must  be  sent  to  market,  or  the  commodities  which  enter  into 
the  cost  of  production.  We  are  pleased  to  note  that  our  Provincial  Gov- 
ernment is  taking  active  steps  to  safeguard  the  interest  of  this  province 
and  we  assure  the  Government  of  the  whole-hearted  support  of  the  farm 
organizations  of  the  province.  We  are  joining  with  the  Federation  of 
Agriculture  in  presenting  a  brief  to  the  Government. 


CANADIAN  FEDERATION  OF  AGRICULTURE 

Our  national  body,  the  Canadian  Federation  of  Agriculture,  continues 
.0  grow  in  stature  and  in  influence.  When  we  consider  the  geographical 
differences,  diversity  of  race  and  language,  and  the  varied  economic  condi- 
tions under  which  farmers  operate,  the  growth  and  progress  of  the  Federa- 
tion stands  out  as  one  of  the  great  achievements  of  farm  organization  in 
Canada.  The  national  office  at  Ottawa  continues  to  be  in  close  and  direct 
tontact  with  Ministers  and  Departmental  officials  and  on  more  than  one 
pccasion  during  the  year  we  have  seen  evidence  of  the  extent  to  which 
the  Federation  is  regarded  as  the  voice  of  Canadian  agriculture.  Close 
ind  intimate  contact  with  Ministers  and  officials  leads  to  the  constructive 
shaping  of  national  policies  and  is  the  most  constructive  work  which  farm 
aodies  have  been  able  to  do.  We  had  the  President  of  the  Federation  with 
Us  on  two  occasions  this  fall  and  the  review  he  gave  of  the  accomplish- 
■jBnents  of  the  Federation  was  an  impressive  one  indeed. 

INTERNATIONAL  FEDERATION  OF  AGRICULTURAL 
PRODUCTS 

One  of  the  most  important  and  significant  developments  of  the  year 
vas  the  International  Conference  in  London,  which  led  to  the  formation 
5f  the  International  Federation  of  Agricultural  Producers.  Canada  was 
veil  represented  at  the  conference  and  took  an  active  and  commanding 
jart  in  the  proceedings.  The  Federation  immediately  claimed,  and  was 
iccorded,  the  right  to  speak  for  agriculture  in  the  sessions  of  the  United 
?Jations  Food  and  Agricultural  Organization.  It  was  represented  at  the 
Copenhagen  Conference  and  within  the  past  few  weeks  at  Washington, 
il'o  voice  the  views  of  world  agriculture  before  world  conferences  will  be 
ane  of  its  main  functions.  It  should  also  be  a  vital  factor  in  building  up 
iational  farm  organizations  in  other  countries  and  in  bringing  about  a 
letter  mutual  understanding  of  the  various  problems  of  agriculture. 

Therein  lies  the  road  to  peace.  This  Association  has  always  stood  for 
mity,  goodwill  and  peace.  When  the  farmers  of  one  country  come  to 
enow  much  better  the  problems  of  production  in  another,  there  will  be 
greater  international  co-operation  in  the  field  of  production  and  distribu- 
ion.  The  standard  of  living  of  Western  farmers  has,  in  the  past,  been 
jreatly  affected  by  so-called  over-production;  that  is  the  failure  of  effective 
lemand  for  all  the  products  of  the  farm.  As  an  Association  we  are  very 
nuch  interested,  therefore,  in  the  efforts  now  being  made  to  bring  a  lasting 
)eace  to  a  war  torn  world  and  improve  the  standards  of  living  of  all 
)eople.  If  the  western  farmer  could  be  assured  of  an  effective  demand 
or  full  production  we  could  then  turn  our  attention  towards  those  prob- 
ems  affecting  the  social  and  cultural  life  of  rural  communities  and  increase 
hose  values  of  living  for  the  men  and  women  on  the  land  that  are  not 
;xpressed  in  terms  of  price  or  cost. 


Annual  Address  of  Mrs.  M.  E.  Lowe,  President  of  the 
United  Farm  Women  of  Alberta 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

This  year  it  is  my  privilege,  for  the  first  time,  to  bring  greetings  from 
the  Women's  Section,  and  in  extending  to  you  our  best  wishes  for  a  suc- 
cessful convention,  I  should  like  to  express  the  hope  that  we  may  co-oper- 
ate with  you  in  every  way  to  extend  the  usefulness  of  the  Organization 
to  give  to  Agriculture  the  stability  necessary  for  the  welfare  of  thos. 
engaged  in  it.  To  our  friends  listening  in  this  morning,  I  would  like  t. 
extend  greetings  and  to  express  the  hope  that  you  may  find  in  this  open- 
ing session  of  the  Thirty-eighth  Annual  Convention  of  the  United  Farmers 
of  Alberta,  something  to  give  you  food  for  thought. 

After  six  years  of  a  devastating  world  war,  the  year  1946  has  been 
compared  to  the  first  day  of  convalescence  of  a  person  who  has  been 
seriously  ill,  and  is  attempting  the  readjustment  necessary  to  take  up  life 
again.  Much,  of  what  has  happened  in  this  past  year  would  seem  to  be 
the  uncertain  and  painful  efforts  of  the  early  stages  of  recovery,  and  more 
than  a  little  bewildering  to  the  rank  and  file  of  people.  We  are  living  in 
an  age  when  the  need  for  an  intelligent,  thoughtful  citizenry  is  greater  than 
ever  before,  and  it  will  mean  that  all  of  us  are  going  to  have  to  work  a 
lot  harder  at  keeping  ourselves  informed  on  happenings  in  our  communi- 
ties, province  and  right  through  to  the  international  level.  On  the  first 
day  of  this  year  our  Canadian  Citizenship  Act  came  into  force  and  some 
twelve  million  of  us  became  full  fledged  Canadian  citizens.  This  would 
appear  an  opportune  time  for  us,  at  the  beginning  of  our  new  status,  to 
determine  to  accept  our  responsibilities  as  Canadian  citizens  as  well  a? 
sharing  the  privileges.  It  is  an  aspiration  worthy  of  a  real  effort  on  our 
part. 

STUDY  PROGRAMME 

I  wish  to  tell  you  this  morning  something  of  our  U.F.W.A.  stu 
programme,  which  is  the  basis  of  any  action  taken  by  way  of  resoluti 
to  Governments.  I  should  tell  you  first  of  all  that  this  year  has  bee 
.good  one  for  our  branch  of  the  Organization.  We  showed  a  substan 
increase  in  membership,  and  have'  a  goodly  number  of  new  locals  org 
rzed.  Interest  was  keen,  for  our  farm  women  realize  that  through 
medium  of  the  local  they  have  an  opportunity  to  keep  abreast  of  econo 
and  social  development,  which  would  be  practically  impossible  as  indiv 
uals.  Ry  this  means  our  members  can  make  a  worthwhile  contributi 
toward  an  informed,  active  public  opinion,  without  which,  little  progr 
would  be  made.  In  our  study  w€  have  included  some  phase  of  Educati 
Health.  Social  Welfare.  Rural  Housing,  Young  People's  Work,  Co-ope 
tion.  Horticulture,  Federal  and  Provincial  Legislation,  Immigration,  aiT?, 
International  Affairs.  This  is  a  wide  range  of  interest  beginning  with 
the  home  and  community,  and  reaching  out  to  become  international  ir, 
scope.  It  would  indicate  that  our  women,  while  busy  with  problems 
aflfecting  home  life,  are  also  conscious  of  being  citizens  of  the  work 
community. 

HEALTH 

Health  and  Education  top  the  list  for  interest  and  will  continue  to 
so  until  some  greater  measure  of  opportunity  in  these  is  provided  for  o 
rural  communities.  We  attempted  last  year  to  get  information  on  w' 
is  involved  in  the  plans  for  Health  Insurance  for  the  people  of  Cana 
Some  very  disquieting  and  startling  statistics  were  brought  to  light.  Foi 
instance,  we  found  that  Canada  had  emerged  from  the  war  with  a  tota 
loss  in  dead  and  presumed  dead  for  the  Army,  Navy  and  Air  Force  o 
41,000.    We  are  shocked  at  that  loss  of  young  life  of  the  Dominion,  bu' 
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how  many  of  us  realize  that  during  the  same  period  at  the  very  source  of 
our  national  life  our  losses  were  more  than  three  times  as  great,  for  we 
lost  130,000  babies,  includmg  stillborn,  under  one  year  of  age.  The  war 
fias  ended  but  this  loss  of  our  babies  continues,  and  if  preventive  measures 
are  not  taken,  it  will  be  nothing  less  than  national  suicide.  Our  high 
infant  mortality  rate  in  Canada  is  due  to  the  large  rural  population  where 
the  rate  is  much  higher  than  in  urban  centres. 

Medical  and  health  services  are  very  unevenly  distributed-  In  1943 
31  per  cent  of  our  population  was  located  in  27  cities  of  30,000  population 
or  over,  and  had  55  per  cent  of  the  doctors.  This  condition  was  aggravated 
further  as  the  war  continued  and  similar  conditTons  existed  in  regard  to 
nurses,  dentists,  hospitals,  etc.  It  has  been  shown  in  a  study,  made  at  the 
beginning  of  the  war  that  on  the  basis  of  earning  power  the  great  majority 
of  Canadians  are  unable  to  meet  the  unpredictable  costs  of  sickness,  and 
it  means  that  in  too  many  instances,  medical  attention  is  only  sought  as 
1  last  desperate  measure,  and  often  too  late.  There  is  an  abundance  of 
evidence  to  show  that  health  insurance,  on  a  Dominion-wide  basis  is  needed 
For  every  Canadian. 

HEALTH  INSURANCE 

The  most  recent  health  insurance  proposals  were  those  made  to  the 
Dominion-Provincial  Conference  in  August,  1945,  which  left  it  up  to  each 
province  to  embark  upon  its  own  plan,  beginning  with  a  first  stage  which 
would  cost  approximately  48  per  cent  of  the  full  plan,  the  estimated  cost 
of  which  is  250  million  dollars  per  annum.  There  is  a  detailed  schedule 
of  the  share  of  costs  to  be  borne  by  the  Dominion  and  provinces.  It  works 
out  at  a  60-40  division  with  Federal  contribution  to  each  province  lim- 
ited to  a  maximum  of  $12.96  per  capita,  when  the  full  plan  is  developed. 
There  are  many  unknown  factors  and  doubt  is  expressed  as  to  the  ability 
of  all  provinces  to  finance  their  share  ot  any  adequate  scheme  The  per 
capita  wealth  of  the  provinces  varies  greatly;  those  provinces  with  port 
cities  and  financial  centres  have  a  much  higher  taxable  capacity  than 
provinces  which  are  mainly  dependent  on  agricultural  production  for 
their  income,  and  are  the  ones  in  most  need  of  health  services.  In  other 
words,  the  provinces  which  are  in  the  greatest  need  of  health  services, 
would  have  to  spend  more  per  capita  to  put  any  sort  of  adequate  scheme 
into  effect-  We  should  not  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  the  industrial  cities 
jof  the  richer  provinces  e.xist  not  only  through  the  efforts  of  the  provinces 
in  which  they  are  located,  but  also  through  the  productive  efforts  of  the 
poorer  provinces.  We  should  back  to  the  limit  the  principles  set  out  by 
the  Canadian  Federation  of  Agriculture,  whereby  a  Health  Insurance  plan 
must  include  everyone,  and  should  be  financed  out  of  Dominion  Consoli- 
dated Revenue.  The  right  of  every  Canadian  to  adequate  health  services 
should  be  recognized,  regardless  of  the  economic  area  in  which  he  may 
live.  There  is  much  need  for  us  to  understand  what  is  involved,  and  I 
Itrust  your  interest  has  been  aroused  so  'hat  each  of  you  will  do  some 
research  on  your  own.  A  health  insurance  plan  will  be  started  one  of 
these  days  and  if  we  are  not  alert  and  informed,  we  may  wake  up  to  find 
rural  communities  left  "holding  the  bag..' 

EDUCATION 

Equality  of  opportunity  for  Education  is  a  long  way  from  being  real- 
ized for  Alberta's  rural  youth.  The  seriousness  of  the  situation  was  r-e- 
vealed  in  a  brief  presented  early  last  j'ear  in  Edmonton,  to  an  Educational 
Conference  of  representatives  of  fourteen  provincial  organizations,  arid 
icalled  by  the  Alberta  Trustees  and  Alberta  Teachers  Associations.  The 
brief,  prepared  by  a  committee  of  these  same  two  groups,  was-  a  compre- 
hensive survey  of  all  the  factors  entering  into  a  steady  decline  of  Al- 
berta's position  as  a  leader  in  matters  of  education.  Having  modernized 
the  machinery  of  local  administration,  the  province  has  taken  no  steps 
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toward  modernizing  the  machinery  of  financial  provision  as  has  been  done 
in  some  other  provinces.  The  load  of  property  taxes  has  reached  the 
breaking  point  in  a  vain  efi'ort  to  cope  with  educational  demands,  and  help 
must  be  forthcoming.  A  combination  of  low  salaries  and  poor  living  condi- 
tions in  rural  areas  has  discouraged  many  young  people  from  going  intc 
the  teaching  profession.  When  our  schools  opened  last  fall  we  were  shori 
some  800  teachers.  The  provincial  government  has  assumed  registratior 
and  tuition  fees  for  prospective  teachers  who  would  take  a  one  year  coursi. 
at  the  University  of  Alberta  and  receive  a  certificate.  A  disappointinglv 
small  number  took  advantage  of  the  offer,  so  that  young  teachers  gradual 
ing  in  the  spring  will  not  begin  to  supply  replacements,  let  alone  enlarge 
staffs.  It  would  appear  a  $1,000.00  minimum  salary  and  a  $35.00  pensior 
will  not  secure  and  retain  teachers  for  Alberta's  six  thousand  class  rooms 
The  outcome  of  the  Conference  last  January  was  a  request  to  the  provin 
cial  government  to  pay  up  to  50  percent  of  the  costs  of  elementary  anc  i 
secondary  education  in  Alberta. 

Our  study  on  education  last  year  was  the  Composite  High  School 
where  training  in  both  academic  and  vocational  subjects  is  given.  Th( 
very  limited  high  school  facilities  for  our  rural  boys  and  girls,  provide  it 
the  main  only  courses  in  academic  subjects,  with  no  provisions  for  thos(i 
who  intend  to  make  farming  or  home  making  their  vocation.  From  somt 
observations  it  would  appear  that  considerable  educational  work  will  b< 
necessary  among  ratepayers,  for  it  will  not  be  possible  to  have  a  compo 
site  high  school  at  every  cross  road. 

RURAL  HOUSING 

An  announcement  that  several  million  dollars  had  been  appropriate( 
under  the  National  Housing  Act  for  housing  research  and  community  plan 
ning,  prompted  the  setting  up  of  a  Convenership  on  Rural  Housing  las 
year.    Correspondence  with  the  Central  Mortgage  and  Housing  Corpora 
tion  revealed  the  fact  that  a  section  of  the  Act  dealt  with  rural  housinj 
and  that  "five  million  dollars  was  made  available  for  experimental  produc 
tion,  as  well  as  to  enter  into  contracts  with  manufacturers  and  guarante 
the  sale  of  equipment  or  component  parts  manufactured  or  produced,  fo 
installation  in  farm  homes."    They  further  reported  that  much  time  wa 
being  devoted  to  questions  of  rural  housing,  and  it  was  hoped  that  Sec 
tion  14  of  the  National  Housing  Act,  concerned  with  rural  housing  migh 
be   proclaimed  before   the   date   of  this  convention.     Immediately  upo' 
proclamation  announcement  will  be  made  of  full  details  of  the  procedur 
by  which  farmers  may  submit  applications  for  loans  to  assist  in  housin; 
construction.    According  to  press  reports,  in  the  fifteen  thousand  dolla  k 
competition  for  designs  for  small  homes  sponsored  by  the  Central  Mortgag  :i 
and  Housing  Corporation,  Alberta  architects  failed  to  place.    The  judge;  int 
reported  that  none  of  the  winning  designs  showed  any  new  technique  ol  r; 
provided  for  the  use  of  new  materials.    It  would  appear  that  little  progres  i: 
has  been  made  toward  a  program  to  help  improve  our  rural  homes. 

YOUTH  TRAINING  J 

1 

The  carrying  on  of  the  program  for  our  Junior  Branch  continues  I 
have  our  whole  hearted  support.    In  the  early  days  of  the  U-F.W.A.  : 
was  realized  that  future  leadership  should  be  developed  among  our  fan 
boys  and  girls.    We  have  had  a  tragic  and  shocking  example  of  what  ca,  . 
be  achieved  by  intensive  education  for  destruction  in  the  Hitler  Yout 
Movement  in  Germany.    The  very  nature  of  a  whole  nation  of  sever: 
million  people  was  changed  in  a  decade,  and  the  most  effective  work  wa 
among  the  young  people.    Even  today,  efforts  at  rehabilitation  in  German 
are  met  with  outright  antagonism  in  the  age  group  of  fourteen  to  thirt) 
five  who  were  thoroughly  Hitlerized.    How  different  would  have  been  thj  • 
results  had  such  a  programme  been  launched  for  constructive  purpose  . 
based  on  ideals  to  build  up  morally  and  mentally  as  well  as  physically,  th 
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young  people  of  the  German  nation.  It  should  be  a  challenge  to  us  as 
thoughtful  Christian  people  to  lend  our  active  support  toward  training  our 
youth  to  have  alert  minds,  schooled  in  the  philosophy  of  Co-operation  in 
all  phases  of  life.  All  that  is  needed  is  the  will  to  do  so.  There  is  no 
limit  to  what  could  be  accomplished  for  good,  if  we  could  shake  the  apathy 
of  so  many  of  our  people.  We  can  start  in  our  homes  by  instilling  in  the 
minds  of  our  young  people  the  seeds  of  honor  and  integrity,  tolerance,  and 
respect  for  law  and  order.  These  are  virtues  which  the  world  needs  des- 
perately today,  and  are  virtues  which  never  go  out  of  style.  A  leading 
educationalist  has  truly  said  "to  expect  a  change  in  human  nature  may  be 
an  act  of  faith,  but  to  expect  a  change  in  human  society  without  it  is  an 
act  of  lunacy." 


Annual  Address  to  U.F.A.  Convention  by  Lawrence  Proudfoot, 
President,  United  Farmers  of  Alberta — Junior  Branch 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

It  gives  me  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  to  bring  greetings  and  a  report  on 
behalf  of  the  Junior  Branch  to  the  Thirty-eighth  Convention  of  the  United 
Farmers  of  Alberta.  This  is  my  first  report  to  the  Seniors  and  my  first 
year  as  president  of  the  Junior  Branch  of  the  U-F.A.  I  do  hope  that  I  may 
be  able  to  uphold  the  high  standard  of  efficiency  which  has  been  set  by 
former  presidents  of  our  Organization. 

This  is  the  second  convention  since  the  cease  fire  order  was  sounded 
on  the  battlefronts,  signifying  the  end  of  the  most  dearly  paid  for  war  of 
all  time.  Yet  the  future  is  clouded  with  distrust  and  uncertainty  and  it 
will  be  some  time  before  the  drafting  of  the  peace  treaties  has  been  success- 
fully completed.  We  do  not  know  whether  the  United  Nations  Organiza- 
tion will  be  able  to  achieve  its  purpose,  and  although  the  victory  has  been 
won,  the  ideal  of  a  world  free  from  want  and  fear  for  which  many  sacrificed 
their  lives,  is  still  far  from  being  fully  realized, 
i 

J  NEED  FOR  ORGANIZATION 

I  We,  as  young  people,  are  very  interested  in  what  future  conditions  will 
be,  and  we  certainly  want  to  lead  a  life  that  is  free  from  want  and  fear. 
|We  can  assure  ourselves  of  reasonable  security  by  being  sufficiently  organ- 
ized, so  that  when  we  ask  for  some  legislation  which  will  improve  the  lot 
jof  the  farmer,  we  will  be  strong  enough  to  see  that  our  requests  are 
granted.  There  is  great  need  for  Junior  organization,  and  with  many  of 
our  former  members  home  again  from  the  armed  services,  we  are  hoping 
that  our  drive  for  membeiship  will  be  very  successful. 

YOUNG  PEOPLE  AND  THE  FARM 

Many  of  our  farm  young  people  are  undecided  whether  to  remain  on 
the  farms  or  just  what  occupation  to  choose.  It  is  a  great  temptation  to 
go  to  the  cities  where  the  prospects  for  more  suitable  employment  and 
J  working  conditions,  seem  much  brighter.  Here  they  work  a  limited  num- 
^  her  of  hours  a  day,  which  is  usually  not  more  than  eight;  are  able  to  use 
'  biany  modern  labor  saving  conveniences;  are  off  work  early  giving  them 
'  a  chance  for  various  types  of  recreation  in  the  evenings;  are  paid  a  good 
'  average  salary  as  higher  industrial  wages  have  increased  from  ten  dollars 
f  to  forty  dollars  a  month;  and  enjoy  pleasant  working  conditions.  You 
i  will  agree  this  presents  a  very  rosy  picture  to  many  of  our  young  people, 
^  although  of  course  there  is  no  guarantee  as  to  how  long  they  mav  benefit 
*  from  such  a  set-up  as  this. 


I  am  not  trying  to  discourage  young  people  from  taking  up  farminf^ 
because  I  do  believe  that,  we  as  farmers,  enjoy  one  of  the  most  satisfyini 
and  self-sustaining  occupations  that  there  is.  I  am  merely  trying  to  poin 
out  some  of  the  conditions  which  are  confronting  young  people,  especiall; 
veterans,  who  are  now  choosing  their  future  occupation. 

RURAL  ELECTRIFICATION 

Certainly,  the  advantages  enjoyed  through  rural  electrification  wouli 
mean  a  great  deal  to  farm  young  people,  and  we  as  a  Junior  organizatioi 
are  continually  urging  the  provincial  government  to  bring  electric  powc 
to  the  farms.  The  National  Farmers'  Union  in  England  and  Wales  recentl 
started  a  program  of  rural  electrification  costing  two  hundred  and  eighteei 
million  dollars  in  th  belief  that  better  rural  living  conditions  would  inducj 
people  to  remain  on  the  land.  ■ 

FARM  PRICES  I 

However,  I  think  the  main  reason  why  young  people  are  hesitati^ 
to  take  up  farming  is  due  to  the  uncertainty  of  farm  prices.  There  is  ; 
great  need  for  a  long  term  policy  assuring  us  a  just  price  for  our  product 
By  a  just  price,  I  mean  a  price  for  our  products  which  allows  us  a  profi 
over  and  above  the  cost  of  production  similar  to  that  enjoyed  by  othe 
professions.  Through  the  Agricultural  Prices  Support  Bill  the  governmen 
has  promised  to  maintain  farm  income  on  a  par  with  that  of  other  nationa 
groups.  This  is  the  first  time  that  a  promise  of  this  kind  has  ever  bcei 
made  to  Canadian  agriculture,  and  it  is  up  to  us  to  see  that  this  promis 
isi  fulfilled.  We  are  not  asking  for  price  increases — we  merely  want  pric 
adjustments,  as  we  are  not  trying  to  unbalance  Canadian  economy  betwee' 
agriculture,  labor  and  industry,  by  asking  for  higher  prices. 

PROGRAM  OF  STABILIZATION 

This  leads  us  to  the  program  of  stabilization.  We,  as  farmers,  ar 
entitled  to  know  what  prices  we  can  expect  in  the  next  eighteen  to  twenty 
four  months.  In  this  way  we  can  reasonably  plan  our  farming  prograr 
as  we  will  know  what  type  of  market  and  prices  we  can  expect  during  thi 
period.  With  a  guaranteed  floor  price  for  our  goods  we  would  feel  muc 
more  at  ease  in  our  farming  program.  The  National  Farmers'  Union  ha 
a  policy  with  the  British  government  which  guarantees  a  floor  price  fo 
a  period  of  two  years  and  this  policy  is  kept  renewed  at  the  end  of  eac 
two-year  period.  A  price  stabilization  program  will  certainly  help  t' 
prevent  a  recurrence  of  the  disastrous  depression  of  the  thirties. 

Again,  I  think  you  will  agree  that  if  these  policies  which  I  have  briefl; 
tried  to  outline  are  put  into  effect  successfully,  many  of  our  young  peopl 
will  have  a  keener  desire  to  remain  on  the  farms. 

MERGER 

These  policies  can  be  put  into  efTect  successfully  if  the  w^hole  agricul 
tural  population  of  Canada  is  united  in  an  effort  to  see  that  these  aims  ar 
accomplished.  But  we  will  have  to  be  100%  organized  and  each  and  ever 
one  of  us  must  be  solidly  behind  our  leaders  if  the  "square  deal  policy  fo 
the  farmer"  is  to  become  a  reality.  In  this  connection  our  Junior  organiza 
tion  very  strongly  endorses  the  proposed  amalgamation  of  the  three  Albert 
farm  organizations,  namely,  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta,  the  Albert 
Federation  of  Agriculture  and  the  Alberta  Farmers'  Union. 

Many  of  you  in  attendance  at  this  convention  this  morning  have  span 
the  greater  portion  of  your  lives  engaged  in  agriculture.  You  have  real 
ized  the  enjoyment  that  conies  with  the  harvesting  of  a  bumper  crop  i 
reward  for  your  year's  toil,  and  you  have  loved  the  free  and  independen 
life  which  you  have  been  privileged  to  lead.  You  have  made  farming 
very  successful  occupation  despite  the  many  hardships  that  have  confronte 
you,  and  I  am  certain  that  many  of  you  have  visualized  a  future  in  whic 
there  would  be  fair  prices  for  produce,  lovely  farmsteads  with  moder 
conveniences,  and  a  knowledge  that  your  occupation  would  promise  secui 
ity  in  future  years. 
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That  future  is  now  and  those  ideals  need  no  longer  be  a  vision  but 
hey  can  and  will  become  a  reality  if  we  have  complete  unity  and  are  all 
upporting  one  farm  organization.  We  in  Canada  are  fortunate  because 
ye  already  have  that  organization  in  the  Canadian  Federation  of  Agricul- 
ure.  The  Federation  has  been  continually  working  on  our  behalf  and 
vith  continued  and  increased  support  will  be  able  to  do  much  more.  I 
v'Ould  like  to  see  a  Junior  branch  of  this  Federation.  In  this  way  farm 
■oung  people  from  all  parts  of  the  Dominion  could  meet  to  present  their 
;iews  and  learn  of  conditions  in  other  provinces.  We  realize  the  necessity 
if  being  organized,  if  we  as  future  farmers,  are  to  receive  a  fair  share 
if  the  national  income.  Now,  not  three  or  five  years  from  now,  is  the 
irrie  to  achieve  complete  organization. 

FARM  YOUNG  PEOPLE'S  WEEK 

In  reporting  on  Junior  U.F.A.  activities,  I  think  the  highlights  of  the 
ast  year  was  the  very  successful  Junior  conference  held  at  the  University 
1  June.  Proof  that  this  convention  is  gaining  in  popularity  is  evident 
-om  the  registered  attendance  of  around  3C0  delegates — the  largest  attend- 
nce  ever  recorded. 

Competition  in  the  various  contests  was  very  keen  as  evidenced  by  the 
irge  number  of  participants  in  each  contest. 

The  education  received  from  the  practical  lectures  given  by  the  Univer- 
ity  stafif  and  the  various  social  activities  that  are  enjoyed  4)y  all,  make 
"arm  Young  People's  Week  a  week  that  no  one  who  has  ever  been  privi- 
;ged  to  attend,  will  soon  forget. 

The  alternate  course  for  second  year  students  is  becoming  very  popu- 
is.  This  year  the  course  was  on  Co-operation  and  many  interesting  and 
ducational  talks  were  given  by  leaders  in  the  Co-operative  Movement. 

At  this  time,  I  would  like  to  thank  U-F.A.  and  U.F.W.A.  locals  who 
ssisted  young  people  to  attend  Farm  Young  People's  Week.  We  really 
ppreciate  your  assistance  not  only  in  this  respect,  but  also  in  your  guid- 
nce  and  the  help  which  you  so  gladly  gave  to  our  Junior  locals  in  the 
rovince. 

JUNIOR  PROGRAM 

A  Junior  local  is  a  credit  to  any  community,  and  it  not  only  benefits 
le  community  as  a  whole  but  young  people  themselves,  through  the  me- 
ium  of  directing  their  own  educational  and  social  activities,  receive  won- 
arful  training.  A  Junior  local  gives  young  people  a  feeling  of  community 
pirit  and  goodwill  which  is  too  often  sadly  lacking.  I  think  the  day  of 
pmplete  individualism  has  gone  and  we  must  learn  to  work  together. 
ihe  Junior  U.F.A.  is  one  place  where  rural  youth  do  learn  to  work  and 
lay  together. 

Young  people  are  always  searching  for  something  new  and  interesting 
id  if  this  is  true  of  the  local  in  your  district,  might  I  suggest  that  you 
sip  to  interest  them  in  the  art  of  hobbies  and  handicrafts.  There  are 
.any  different  types  of  hobbies  such  as  woodwork,  leather  work,  making 
lodel  airplanes,  breaking  and  polishing  of  colored  rocks,  coin  and  stamp 
jUections,  to  name  but  a  few.  A  program  of  this  type  in  a  Junior  local 
rovides  keen  interest  and  competition  and  is  very  educational. 
'  Perhaps  the  young  people  of  your  district  are  fond  of  firearms  and  like 
1)  go  shooting.  If  so,  form  a  Rifle  Club  in  your  local.  It  doesn't  take 
inch  to  start  it  as  you  only  need  a  range,  one  or  two  rifles,  and  a  com- 
stent  supervisor.  Complete  information  can  be  obtained  by  writing  to 
ientral  Office. 

There  is  unfortunately,  too  mi-ch  careless  use  of  firearms  among  young 
eople,  and  a  project  such  as  this  for  your  Junior  U.F.A.  local  would 
frtainly  help  to  remedy  this  condition.  The  instruction  in  the  care  and 
se  of  firearms  is  very  helpful  to  all  rural  young  people. 

APPRECIATION 

In  conclusion.  I  would  like  on  behalf  of  the  Junior  U.F.A.  to  thank  » 
/eryone  who  has  assisted  us  In  the  past  year,  especially  our  secretary, 
tiss  Birch.    We  are  looking  toward  1947  with  very  high  hopes  and  with 
3Ur  continued  support  it  should  be  a  banner  year  for  the  Junior  U.F.A. 
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Report  of  Board  of  Directors  of  United  Fanners  of  Alberta, 

1947 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

While  it  is  more  than  eighteen  months  since  hostilities  were  officially 
over,  the  world  in  many  parts,  continues  to  be  in  an  upset  condition.  Thi< 
condition  exists  to  a  certain  degree  in  our  own  country  and  while  we  have 
been  free  from  actual  bloodshed  and  famine,  production  has  been  greatlj 
retarded  by  reason  of  strikes  in  all  major  industries.  So  far  as  Albert: 
is  concerned  conditions  have  not  been  as  upset  as  they  have  in  other  parts 
although  we  had  one  strike  here  that  was  unique  to  Alberta  and  Saskat' 
chewan. 

Owing  to  hotel  accommodation  being  so  limited  in  Edmonton  then 
was  no  alternative  but  to  again  hold  the  convention  in  Calgary. 

IN  MEMORIAM 

Again  with  deep  regret  we  must  record  the  passing  of  a  number  o: 
our  members.  Among  them  was  a  man  whose  contributions  to  the  farmers 
cause  was  outstanding,  Mr.  Andrew  Rafn  of  Bon  Accord,  near  Edmonton 
He  was  a  charter  member  of  the  U.F.A.  and  served  for  many  years  as^ 
member  of  the  Board.  ■ 

ADMINISTRATION  I 

The  Executive  of  the  Organization  met  eight  times  during  1946  an( 
the  board  three  times.  The  board  met  in  midsummer  as  well  as  just  before 
and  after  the  last  convention,  and  it  was  felt  that  the  summer  meetinj 
was  well  worthwhile.  Several  of  the  Executive  meetings  have  also  beei 
attended  by  the  Executive  of  the  U.F.W-A.  This  too  has  been  found  ti 
be  valuable. 


PROPOSED  MERGER  OF  FARM  ORGANIZATIONS 

The  Contact  Committee  set  up  by  the  three  organizations,  the  Albert: 
Federation  of  Agriculture,  the  Alberta  Farmers'  Union  and  the  Unitei 
Farmers  of  Alberta,  met  several  times  during  1946  and  drafted  a  constitu 
tion  for  the  proposed  reorganized  Alberta  Federation  of  Agriculture.  Copie 
were  forwarded  to  the  locals  and  affiliates  of  all  three  organizations  fo 
their  study.  This  matter  will  be  brought  to  your  attention  and  will'b 
one  of  the  most  important  matters  on  which  you  will  have  to  express  you 
opinion. 

ORGANIZATION  AND  MEMBERSHIP 

We  very  much  regret  that  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  give  you  ex, 
membership  figures  for  1946.  As  we  were  unable  to  get  the  auditors'  state 
ment  for  the  Co-operative  until  about  the  middle  of  December,  and  wit 
the  lar.ge  increase  in  business,  it  has  been  impossible  for  us  to  complet 
transfers  of  memberships  from  dividends  for  1946.  We  have  therefor 
shown  the  number  of  paid  up  members  as  at  December  31,  1946  and  th 
number  of  partially  paid  as  at  December  31st,  1945.  As  soon  as  the  wor 
is  completed  a  full  statement  regarding  membership  will  be  forwarded  t 
all  l.ocals.  The  figures  will  show  a  considerable  increase.  At  the  preset! 
time  our  records  show  31,291  fully  and  partially  paid  members. 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 

Permanent  membership  fees  are  still  being  put  in  a  trust  fund,  th 
interest  alone  being  taken  into  general  revenue.  While  we  only  show 
surplus  this  year  of  $1,522.83,  our  revenue  was  up  $2,447.06  over  194.' 
However,  expenses  were  up  $5,671.79.  Your  Board  is  pleased  to  repoi 
that  the  reserves  of  the  Association  stand  at  $57,925.00.  The  position  wi 
be  improved  further  when  the  transfer  of  dues  has  been  completed. 

)6 


PRESENTING  RESOLUTIONS 


The  usual  practice  was  followed  of  presenting  resolutions  to  the  pro- 
vincial cabinet  by  a  committee  of  the  Executive.  Quite  a  number  of  the 
■resolutions  have  been  implemented  by  the  Provincial  Government. 

Resolutions  dealing  with  federal  matters  were  forwarded  to  the  Domin- 
tion  Government  and  acknowledgments  were  received  from  all  Ministers 
jconcerned.  These  were  sent  direct  to  the  Government  owing  to  the  fact 
that  the  CF.A.  convention  was  held  before  the  U.F.A.  resolutions  could 
jbe  forwarded. 

BROADCASTING  AND  PUBLICITY 

A  series  of  three  broadcasts  in  the  month  of  October  were  sponsored 
by  the  Organization.  Later  these  were  printed  in  pamphlet  form  and 
widely  distributed  to  members  of  the  Organization  and  other  interested 
persons.  Your  board  would  be  pleased  to  have  your  comments  on  these 
broadcasts  as  the  matter  of  broadcasting  will  be  up  for  discussion  by  the 
Board  following  this  convention.  Copies  were  distributed  to  the  delegates 
this  morning. 

REPRESENTATION  ON  OTHER  BODIES 

Our  president,  Mr.  Church,  is  the  U.F.A.  representative  on  the  Board 
of  the  Alberta  Federation  of  Agriculture.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
boards  on  the  Alberta  Livestock  Co-operative  and  the  Alberta  Co-operative 
Wholesale  as  well  as  a  member  of  the  Continuing  Committee  on  Co-opera- 
tion. 

Miss  Birch,  our  secretary,  is  a  member  of  the  Alberta  Farm  Radio 
Forum  Committee  and  the  Health  Committee  of  the  Council  of  Social 
Agencies,  Calgary. 

Mrs.  Lowe,  U.F.W.A.  president,  is  first  vice-president  of  the  Alberta 
Council  on  Child  and  Family  Welfare. 

EDUCATIONAL  DEPARTMENT 

This  department  reports  a  busy  year  with  86  meetings  held  at  which 
the  sound  movie  equipment  was  used,  with  a  total  of  8,735  persons  in 
attendance,  an  average  of  101  per  meeting.  Many  of  these  meetings  were 
for  organizing  purposes  as  well  as  to  report  to  members  on  the  progress 
of  the  Organization  and  the  Co-uperative.  As  a  result,  a  number  of 
Junior,  U.F.W.A.  and  U.F.A.  Locals  were  organized.  There  have  beeTi 
a  number  of  requests  for  meetings  from  various  points  which  it  has  been 
impossible  to  fill.  However,  it  is  hoped  that  these  districts  may  be  covered 
this  year.  Work  has  been  commenced  on  making  a  film  showing  our  own 
(activities  in  the  province,  particularly  in  the  co-operative  field.  The  idea 
has  met  with  much  enthusiastic  approval  everywhere,  and  the  film  which 
has  been  taken  so  far  has  been  shown  to  some  2, COO  persons  at  meetings. 

ROBERT  GARDINER  MEMORIAL  SCHOLARSHIPS 

Four  of  the  Robert  Gardiner  Memorial  Scholarships  were  awarded  for 
the  year  1945-46  as  follows:  At  Vermilion  School  of  Agriculture — Miss 
Vera  Dalinsky,  of  Ranfurly  and  Walter  Ropchan  of  Hairy  Kill.  At  the 
University  of  Alberta — a  third  year  student  specializing  in  Horticulture, 
Stewart  Dallyn  and  Wm.  Lobay  doing  Research  Work  in  Animal  Science. 

■  Balance  in  the  fund  which  now  stands  at  $2,359.49  and  donations  are  still 
being  received.  Locals  and  members  are  asked  to  continue  sending  in 
contributions  as  it  is  hoped  to  be  able  to  continue  the  scholarships  for  many 
years. 
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HOG  PRODUCTION 


While  the  decline  in  the  number  of  hogs  marketed  still  continues,  wCi 
believe  an  increase  in  the  number  of  sows  bred  has  been  taking  place  in 
recent  months. 

This  decline  in  market  hogs  seemed  to  us  inevitable  owing  to  price 
structure  and  a  faulty  system  of  bonusing  barley  which  has  prevailed  for 
sometime. 

Your  Board  have  on  several  occasions  brought  this  to  the  attention 
of  the  Government,  and  we  feel  that  the  new  policies  recently  announced 
respecting  the  price  of  hogs  and  placing  the  barley  bonus  on  an  acreage 
basis  will  materially  encourage  an  increase  in  our  hog  production. 

PRICE  OF  GASOLINE 

The  Dominion  Government's  withdrawal  of  the  three  cent  tax  on 
gasoline  was  welcomed  by  your  Board.  We  had  been  urging  such  action 
on  the  Government  for  some  time.  This  will  mean  a  considerable  saving 
in  operating  costs  to  farmers  and  it  is  sincerely  hoped  that  the  provincial 
government  will  not  see  fit  to  deprive  the  farmers  of  this  reduction  in  the 
cost  of  gasoline  by  any  further  increase  in  the  provincial  gasoline  tax. 
Farmers  have  been  fighting  against  great  odds  and  this  is  one  place  where 
the  government  could  lend  a  helping  hand. 

BRITISH  WHEAT  AGREEMENT 

Your  Board  was  disappointed  at  the  price  set  for  wheat  under  tht 
British  agreement  but  felt  that  the  stabilizing  of  prices  for  a  period  ol 
years  would  be  of  great  benefit  to  farmers.  The  Board  advised  the  Gov- 
ernment that  we  were  opposed  to  the  1945  crop  being  included  in  the 
Pool  and  thought  settlement  should  be  made  on  the  basis  of  each  year's 
operations.  Your  Board  also  pointed  out  to  the  Government  that  the 
policy  of  selling  wheat  for  domestic  consumption  at  $1  25  per  bushel  should 
cease  as  this  meant  a  loss  to  Canadian  wheat  growers  of  some  $18,00(),00( 
and  urged  that  if  the  Government  thought  it  necessary  to  continue  the  price 
to  millers  at  $1.25  in  order  to  maintain  the  price  of  flour  without  jeopardiz- 
ing price  controls,  the  entire  difference  between  the  net  price  of  77  3/8c 
to  the'miller  and  the  contract  price  to  Britain  should  be  paid  out  of  taxes 
and  not  partly  out  of  taxes  which  the  farmers  help  to  pay  and  partly  (3( 
cents  a  bushel)  by  the  farmers  alone.  Prior  to  the  a.greement  being  signec 
with  Great  Britain  your  Board  had  asked  for  a  guaranteed  price  of  $1.5: 
per  bushel  for  four  years  and  $1.25  for  an  additional  three  years;  also  thai 
the  price  of  wheat  for  home  Consumption  should  be  the  same  as  that  foi 
export  wheat. 

Your  Board  is  also  opposed  to  distillers  getting  wheat  at  $1.25  pei 
bushel. 


NON-DELIVERY  STRIKE 

When  the  non-delivery  strike  was  first  called  by  the  Alberta  Farmers 
Union  your  Board  did  not  make  any  public  statement  either  for  or  against 
but  later  felt  that  in  fairness  to  the  membership  some  statement  should  b( 
made,  and  the  following  was  issued: 

"At  any  time  the  subject  of  direct  action  has  been  before  our  conven 
tion  the  delegates  have  refused  to  endorse  the  principle.  Neither  oui 
Board  nor  our  Executive  therefore  have  any  mandate  to  support  or  en 
courage  strike  action  in  any  way.  We  have  made  that  plain  on  all  occa 
sions  during  the  past  year. 
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"In  refusing  to  endorse  the  principle  of  direct  action  we  have  no  doubt 
our  delegates  were  guided  by  the  well  defined  course  of  action  followed 
by  our  Organization  in  recent  years,  that  is,  to  work  in  the  fullest  co-opera- 
ion  with  other  farm  bodies  in  Canada  through  the  Federation  of  Agricul- 
ture. The  Federation  now  speaks  for  350,000  farm  families  in  Canada. 
Through  that  association  we  believe  we  have  made  tremendous  strides  in 
the  last  few  years  in  promoting  those  policies  which  are  most  essential  to 
'the  farmers'  security  and  well-being. 

"Having  regard  to  the  progress  already  made,  our  executive  would  not 
part  company  wiih  our  affiliate  bodies  of  the  Canadian  Federation  of 
Agriculture  by  taking  separate  action  on  any  matter  of  general  importance 
without  a  very  definite  direct  mandate  from  our  annual  convention." 

Your  Board  has  received  some  criticism  for  this  statement  but  it 
strictly  conforms  with  actions  taken  by  U.F.A.  conventions  to  the  present 
time.     Resolutions  covering  this  matter  will  be  brought  to  your  notice. 

ALBERTA  FEDERATION  OF  AGRICULTURE 

The  U.F.A.  maintained  its  relationship  with  the  Alberta  Federation  of 
Agriculture  and  continued  to  support  the  A.F.A.  as  the  representative  of 
the  Canadian  Federation  of  Agriculture  in  Alberta.  Our  president,  Mr. 
Church,  acted  as  the  U.F.A.  director  on  the  board  of  the  Alberta  Federa- 
tion. 

Unfortunately,  owing  to  the  time  of  the  A.F.A.  Convention,  the  U.F.A. 
resolutions  did  not  go  before  the  A.F.A.  Convention. 

The  Western  Agricultural  Conference  was  held  in  Winnipeg,  January 
il6th  to  18th.  This  is  a  conference  of  the  delegates  of  the  Federations  of 
the  four  western  provinces  at  which  the  resolutions  and  ideas  of  the  four 
western  Federations  are  discussed  and  consolidated  so  that  they  may  be 
presented  in  more  concise  form  to  the  annual  meeting  of  the  C.F.A- 

The  delegates  to  the  Western  Conference  from  Alberta  were  Messers. 
L.  Hutchinson,  J.  Jackson,  H.  Allen,  J.  H.  Rhodes,  G.  Church  and  B. 
Plumer.  * 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Canadian  Federation  was  held  January  21st 
to  25th  in  London,  Ontario.  The  directors  from  Alberta  on  the  C.F.A. 
board  are  Messrs.  Hutchinson,  Jackson  and  Allen. 

j  The  Canadian  Federation  was  able  to  report  a  successful  year.  It  par- 
ticipated in  the  International  Agricultural  Conference  held  in  London, 
England  and  played  a  leading  part  in  creating  a  more  suitable  world  posi- 
tion for  Agriculture. 

It  has  had  representation  on  seventeen  government  advisory  boards  and 
committees. 

It  has  three  representatives  on  the  National  Agricultural  Advisory 
iCommittee  and  its  president  is  chairman  of  the  committee  while  its  secre- 
'tary  acts  as  secretary  of  the  Committee.  The  president  of  the  Federation 
iOn  three  occasions  has  been  a  member  of  the  Canadian  delegation  to  the 
Food  and  Agricultural  Conferences  of  the  United  Nations  Organization. 
jThe  executive  of  the  Federation  participates  each  year  in  the  Dominion 
Provincial  Agricultural  Production  Conferences. 

1  The  Federation  has  taken  a  leading  part  in  securing  fair  prices  for 
agricultural  products  and  has,  as  a  result  of  its  work,  been  able  to  secure 
fairer  price  adjustments  when  wartime  subsidies  were  withdrawn.  The 
Canadian  Food  Board,  the  Agricultural  Advisory  Committee  and  the  Agri- 
cultural Prices  Support  Act  all  came  into  being  largely  as  a  result  of  the 
activities  of  the  C.F.A.  The  C.F.A.  is  the  only  organization  with  a  liaison 
office  in  War  Assets  headquarters. 
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The  Canadian  Federation  has  been  on  the  job  every  day  presentinjj 
the  case  for  agriculture  and  as  a  result  of  its  activities  improvements  anS 
changes  in  farm  prices  and  farm  income  taxes  have  been  brought  about,  fl 

RURAL  ELECTRIFICATION  9 

The  increasing  demand  for  a  comprehensive  scheme  of  rural  electrificaS 
tion  has  been  impressed  on  the  Government  on  various  occasions  by  you^ 
Board.     It  was  pointed  out  that  no  time  should  be  lost  by  the  Power 
Commission  to  make  plans  for  acquiring  control  of  generating  and  distrib- 
uting facilities  before  the  private  power  companies  have  covered  too  many 
of  the  more  desirable  locations. 

Special  representations  were  made  for  the  purpose  of  urging  the  Gov- 
ernment to  survey  the  possibility  of  generating  and  distributing  current 
from  the  St.  Mary's  River  Dam  now  under  construction. 

So  far  these  suggestion  have  made  no  apparent  impression. 

FREIGHT  RATES 

The  increase  in  freight  rates  being  asked  by  the  railway  companies  ha 
been  protested  and  the  Board  is  working  in  conjunction  with  the  Alberta 
Federation  of  Agriculture  in  preparing  a  brief  to  be  presented  to  the 
Commission.    U.F.A.  Central  Co-op.  is  also  working  on  a  brief.  j 

FARM  RADIO  FORUM  I 

The  U.F.A.  is  again  behind  the  Farm  Radio  Forum  program  and  sends 
out  pamphlets  to  locals  for  the  Forum.  Locals  of  the  organization  will 
Ind  good  study  material  in  these  broadcasts  and  pamphlets.  Our  secre- 
tary was  a  delegate  last  May  to  the  annual  convention  of  Farm  Radio 
Forum  and  the  Canadian  Association  of  Adult  Education  held  in  Kingston. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Many  less  impoVtant  matters  have  been  dealt  with  by  your  Board 
and  Executive  during  the  year.  The  sale  of  sulpha  drugs  in  connection 
with  the  treatment  of  animals  was  taken  up  with  the  privincial  government. 
A  resolution  in  this  connection  is  being  brought  before  the  convention. 

The  Government's  attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  need  for  mor 
veterinarians  in  the  province. 

Establishment  of  T.B.  Free  areas  for  dairy  herds  was  taken  up  wit 
the  provincial  government,  as  was  more  extensive  treatment  for  warbl 
flies  working  toward  compulsory  treatment  when  supplies  are  available. 

The  Board  also  took  up  with  the  Government  the  matter  of  rationing 
soap  and  lard  to  give  everyone  their  fair  share  and  prevent  hoarding  but 
no  action  was  taken. 

Many  other  matters  were  also  attended  to  but  it  would  make  this 
report  very  lengthy  to  go  into  detail  in  respect  to  them.  You  may  be 
assured  however,  that  your  Board  and  Executive  are  at  all  times  watching 
matters  that  effect  farmers'  interests. 

APPRECIATION 

In  conclusion  the  members  of  the  Board  wish  to  express  their  thanks 
to  the  members  of  the  Staff  for  the  loyal  and  efficient  service  rendered  to 
the  Association. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

U.F.A.  BOARD  OF  DIRECTOTIS; 


Report  of  the  U.F.W.A.  Executive,  January,  1947 

Your  Executive  wish  to  extend  to  each  one  of  you  a  most  hearty  wel- 
come to  this,  the  Thirtieth  Annual  Convention  of  the  United  Farm  Women. 
We  hope  this  week  may  linger  as  one  of  the  brightest  memories  in  a  year 
which  will  see  real  progress  made  toward  the  solution  of  our  mutual 
problems.  Following  the  conclusion  of  this  convention  may  you  return 
to  your  communities  enriched  by  wider  knowledge,  renewed  friendship, 
and  a  fresh  courage  and  determination  to  do  your  bit  to  help  others  as 
well  as  yourself  to  carry  on. 

IN  MEMORIAM 

We  pause  at  the  beginning  of  our  report  to  pay  tribute  to  those  of 
our  members  who  have  passed  away  during  the  past  year.  We  have  been 
associated  with  these  members  for  many  years  and  have  appreciated  their 
many  sterling  qualities.  They  were  ever  ready  to  lend  a  helping  hand  in 
any  movement  which  had  for  its  purpose  the  improvement  of  the  economic 
and  social  status  of  the  farm  people.  To  all  those  bereaved,  we  extend  our 
deepest  and  sincerest  sympathy. 

ILL  HEALTH 

Shortly  after  convention  last  year  Mrs.  George  Inglis,  director  for 
Red  Deer,  was  taken  ill  and  at  the  request  of  the  Executive  ber  duties 
were  assumed  by  Mrs.  Charles  Parker  of  Penhold.  Resignation  of  Mrs. 
Bella  Lyons,  director  for  Athabasca,  on  account  of  ill  health  this  fall 
was  accepted  with  regret.  We  were  fortunate  in  securing  the  services  of 
Mrs.  Diaus  Smith  of  Westlock  for  the  balance  of  the  year. 

ADMINISTRATION 

The  Executive  has  held  seven  meetings,  which  included  two  joint 
meetings  with  the  U.F.A.  Executive,  at  which  organization  and  other  mat- 
ters of  interest  have  been  dealt  with.  In  addition  three  meetings  of  the 
entire  Board  were  held,  one  joint  with  the  U-F.A.  in  July.  Your  president 
has  attended  all  U.F.A.  Executive  meetings. 

CONFERENCES 

The  holding  of  women's  conferences  has  met  with  increasing  success 
each  year.  These  have  been  held  under  the  direction  of  the  U.F.W.A. 
director  in  every  constituency  this  year  except  Lethbridge.  Some  were 
in  co-operation  with  Federal  or  Provincial  Associations  and  in  some  cases 
as  joint  meetings.  In  all  seventeen  conferences  were  held.  Every  con- 
stituency in  the  province  has  been  visited  by  one  member  of  the  Executive. 

Your  Executive  has  represented  you  at  meetings  of  other  organiza- 
tions, extended  fraternal  greetings,  and  in  many  ways  furthered  the  inter- 
ests of  the  Organization.  We  have  written  innumerable  letters,  including 
letters  to  all  delegates  after  last  year's  convention.  We  wish  to  express 
our  appreciation  to  the  delegates  who  replied  to  our  letters.  Among  many 
helpful  suggestions  received,  was  one  urging  that  the  delegates  be  impress- 
ed with  their  responsibility  in  the  election  of  the  new  Executive  and 
Board.  The  constituency  membership  and  general  interest  in  the  work 
of  the  Organization  rests  to  a  great  degree  in  the  officers  and  Board. 

MEMBERSHIP 

We  are  pleased  to  report  a  substantial  increase  in  our  membership  the 
past  year  and  feel  greatly  encouraged  by  the  fact  that  over  a  period  of 
years,  the  membership  has  shown  a  steady  upward  trend. 
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FARM  WOMEN'S  WEEK 


Mrs.  Schroter  was  appointed  to  represent  our  Organization  at  Vermil- 
ion and  Mrs-  Lehman  at  Olds.  This  Week  continues  to  be  a  source  of 
pleasure,  re.st  and  education  combined.  A  letter  was  sent  the  Provincial 
Government  expressing  appreciation  of  the  Short  Course  being  held  again 
at  the  Vermilion  Agricultural  College. 


COOK  BOOKS 

The  fifth  edition  of  our  popular  Coolt  Book  to  the  number  of  fivi 
thousand  was  printed.  New  advertisements  were  secured,  as  well  as  man\ 
more  new  recipes  and  a  more  detailed  index  arranged.  Our-  sale  of  book- 
to  date  amounts  to  approximately  3,500.  The  demand  has  been  most  en- 
couraging and  we  are  afraid  we  will  have  more  orders  than  we  will  be 
able  to  take  care  of.  The  incoming  Executive  will  consider  having  a 
further  supply  printed. 


ROBERT  GARDINER  MEMORIAL  SCHOLARSHIP  FUND 

The  Robert  Gardiner  Scholarship  Fund  was  undertaken  as  our  special 
project  for  last  year,  and  a  total  of  $390.63  was  contributed  by  our  women's 
locals. 

Four  of  the  Robert  Gardiner  Memorial  Scholarships  were  awarded  for 
the  year  1945-46  as  follows:  At  Vermilion  School  of  Agriculture — Miss 
Vera  Dalinsky  of  Ranfurljj  and  Walter  Ropchan  of  Hairy  Hill;  at  the 
University  of  Alberta — a  third  year  student  specializing  in  Horticulture, 
Stewart  Dallyn  and  William  Lobay  doing  Research  Work  in  Animal 
Science. 


LAYETTES 

The  response  to  a  letter  received  from  Miss  E.  Lee,  Acting  Director, 
Division  of  Public  Health  Nursing,  for  locals  to  make  layettes  has  been 
most  gratifying.  Fifteen  complete  sets  have  been  turned  in  as  well  as 
$76.00  in  contributions  to  buy  wool.  We  have  taken  this  money  over  and 
are  making  plans  to  purchase  wool  for  layettes.  We  wish  to  appeal  to 
our  members  for  volunteers  to  do  some  knitting  for  the  layettes  which 
are  so  urgently  needed.  Wool  can  be  obtained  from  U.F.A.  Central 
Ofificc.  A  few  hand-knitted  articles  to  add  to  the  layettes  would  be  ap- 
preciated and  give  a  inore  personal  touch  and  human  interest.  Locals 
contributing  to  this  needy  cause  are  to  be  congratulated.  May  they  keep 
the  good  work  up. 

It  has  been  interesting  to  note  that  many  of  our  locals  are  still  work- 
ing for  the  Red  Cross  and  Salvation  Army.  Contributions  have  been  sent 
to  Institute  for  the  Blind,  Crippled  Children's  Hospital,  Cancer  Fund,  and 
other  institutions  too  numerous  to  mention. 


APPOINTMENT  OF  MRS.  ROSS 

We  extend  our  congratulations  to  Mrs.  Winifred  Ross  on  her  appoint- 
ment by  the  Provincial  Government  as  a  member  of  the  enlarged  Provin- 
cial Board  on  Industrial  Relations.  Mrs.  Ross  represents  the  farm  women 
as  a  member  on  the  Advisory  Committee  on  Agricultural  Education,  and 
toured  the  province  with  the  sub-committee  for  the  site  of  the  new  Agri- 
cultural School.  She  is  also  a  member  on  the  Women's  Regional  Advisory 
Committee  to  the  Wartime  Prices  and  Trade  Board. 
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REPRESENTATION  ON  OTHER  BODIES 


Your  president  continues  to  represent  tTie  Organization  as  first  vice- 
president  of  the  Alberta  Council  on  Child  and  Family  Welfare.  She 
attended  the  Educational  Conference  called  by  the  Alberta  Trustees'  Asso- 
ciation and  Alberta  Teachers'  Association  in  Edmonton  and  went  as  part 
of  the  delegation  to  present  Brief  and  Resolutions  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Cabinet-  Mrs.  Lowe  attended  the  meeting  in  Edmonton  called  by 
Provincial  Department  of  Agriculture  to  hear  Sir  Andrew  Jones,  head  of 
the  British  Food  Mission  in  Canada.  We  were  represented  by  our  Presi- 
dent as  a  member  of  the  Contact  Committee  of  the  U.F.A.  A.F.U.,  and 
A.F-A.  attending  all  meetings.  A  member  of  the  Executive  attended  the 
business  session  of  the  Junior  U.F.A.  during  Farm  Young  People's  Week 
at  the  University  of  Alberta.  Mrs.  Lowe  has  given  one  radio  broadcast  in 
a  series  of  three  sponsored  by  the  U.F.A.  Our  secretary.  Miss  Birch,  is 
a  member  of  the  Farm  Radio  Forum  Board  for  Alberta  and  is  a  member 
of  the  Health  Committee  of  the  Social  Agencies,  Calgary. 

PRESENTING  RESOLUTIONS 

Mrs.  Lowe  was  a  member  of  the  committee  presenting  the  resolutions 
of  last  convention  to  the  Provincial  Government.  It  was  not  possible  for 
the  committee  to  meet  with  the  Cabinet  until  March  18th  due  to  pressure 
of  business  in  preparing  for  the  opening  of  the  Provincial  Legislature,  and 
absence  from  the  city  of  most  of  the  ministers  at  the  Dominion-Provincial 
Conference.  We  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  our  appreciation  of 
the  sympathetic  hearing  given  by  the  Cabinet.  We  are  gratified  to  note 
that  some  of  our  suggestions  have  already  been  implemented. 

CONCLUSION 

In  conclusion,  we  wish  to  thank  all  those  who  have  so  kindly  entertain- 
ed us  during  the  year,  and  who  have  in  any  way  contributed  towards  the 
very  real  pleasure  it  has  given  us  to  serve  the  Organization.  We  wish  to 
express  our  sincere  appreciation  to  the  stafT  at  Central  Office,  who  at  all 
times  have  extended  to  us  their  friendly  co-operation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

VERA  LOWE, 
MOLLY  COUPLAND, 
JEAN  SUTITERLAND. 


Draft  Constitution,  Reoiganized  Alberta  Federation 
of  Agriculture 

Section  1— Title 

This  Association  shall  be  called  the  "Alberta  Federation  of  Agricu 
ture"  and  shall  consist  of  membership  as  herein  provided. 
Section  2 — Objects 

The  purpose  of  this  Federation  shall  be: 

(a)  To  advance  on  all  possible  occasions  the  interests  of  farmers  an 
farmers'  co-operative  organizations; 

(b)  to  co-ordinate  the  efforts  of  the  various  branches  of  agricultun 
for  the  purposes  of  promoting  their  common  interest  through  collective 
action ; 

(c)  to  promote  and  secure  necessary  and  just  legislation; 

(d)  to  achieve  a  relationship  of  price  which  will  ensure  to  agricultur 
its  fair  share  of  national  income; 

(e)  to  contribute  to  a  high  standard  of  living  for  all  citizens  by  pro 
moting  the  highest  production  over  a  long-term  period,  commensurate  wit 
sound  agricultural  practices; 

(f)  to  promote  social  intercourse,  a  higher  standard  of  communit]? 
life,  and  the  study  of  economic  and  social  questions  relating  to  agriculture 
and  citizenship. 

Section  3 — Policy 

The  policy  of  the  Federation  shall  be  to  use  any  lawful  means  to  obtain 
its  objectives.  These  shall  include  any  action  that  is  decided  upon  by  the 
annual  convention  of  the  Federation. 

This  Federation  shall  be  non-partisan  in  politics  but  may  exert  pressure 
upon  all  political  parties  to  secure  its  objectives. 

Section  A — Membership 

Membership  shall  be  divided  into  three  classifications: 

1.  (a)  Individual  Membership  through  Federation  locals  shall  consist  of 
bona  fide  farmers  or  ranchers.  These  shall  be  defined  as  persons  deriving 
the  main  portion  of  their  living  from  the  land,  but  shall  include  retired 
farmers. 

(b)     Further  provided  that  ,  any  or  all  of  the  members  of  the-  U.F 
and  A.F.U.  whose  membership  was  in  good  standing  during  the  year  pre 
vious  to  amalgamation  shall  be  eligible  to  join  the  new  organization 

2.  (a)  Membership  at  Lar.ge.  Any  person  having  the  previously  men 
tioned  qualifications  and  upon  payment  of  the  required  membership  fees 
to  Central  Office  may  become  a  member  at  large;  provided,  however,  that 
no  such  member  shall  have  or  exercise  voting  rights  in  the  Association 
unless  and  until  becoming  a  member  of  a  local. 

(b)  The  Board  shall  at  all  times  have  the  right  to  reject  any  applicaA 
tion  for  membership  at  large  without  giving  reasons  therefor.  " 

3.  Women  shall  have  the  same  rights  of  membership  in  the  Association 
as  men. 

4.  Individual  Membership  Fee.  All  membership  is  contingent  upon  the 
payment  of  a  membership  fee  as  stipulated  from  time  to  time  by  the  or- 
ganization. Until  the  new  organization  has  time  to  rule  otherwise  the 
membership  fee  shall  be  $1.C0  per  annum;  also  provided  that  a  member 
whose  annual  membership  is  paid  up  in  the  U.F. A.  or  A.F.U.  at  the  time 
of  amalgamation  shall  automatically  become  a  member  in  good  standing 
of  the  new  organization. 

5.  Membership  Year.  The  membership  year  shall  end  October  31st  with, 
a  period  of  two  months  of  grace. 
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6.  Group  Membership  shall  consist  of: 

^  (a)  Any  farmer  organization,  corporate  or  otherwise,  the  administra- 
tion of  which  is  controlled  by  elected  representatives  of  the  membership, 
if  engaged — 

(1)  In  producing,  processing  or  preparing  for  marketing  or  marketing 
commodities  produced  on  the  farms  of  the  members  of  such  organ- 
ization. 

(2)  In  buying,  processing  or  distributing  commodities  used  on  the 
farm  or  in  the  farm  home. 

(3)  In  the  study,  promoting  and/or  advancement  of  any  specific  branch 
or  branches  of  agriculture  or  the  interests  of  agriculture  generally. 

Provided  that  federations  of  tv/o  or  more  such  organizations  as  designated 
in  (1),  (2)  and  (3)  above,  shall  be  eligible  for  membership. 

(b)  Group  members  of  the  Federation  shall  be  classified  into  divi- 
sions according  to  the  similarity  in  the  major  interest  of  their  business 
operations  as  may  be  determined  by  the  board  of  directors,  i.e.,  grain, 
dairying,  livestock,  purchasing,  poultry,  sugar  beets,  and  one  division  which 
shall  include  the  remaining  interests  not  here  classified. 

(c)  Applications  for  group  membership  must  be  approved  by  a  three- 
fourths  vote  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

(d)  Membership  dues  to  this  Federation  for  groups  shall  be  payable 
quarterly  in  advance,  on  the  following  basis:  An  annual  membership  fee  of 
five  dollars  ($5.00)  and  in  addition  twenty  cents  (20c)  for  each  individual 
member  of  a  member  organization.  In  computing  membership  dues  the 
last  annual  hnancial  statement  of  the  member  organization  and  member 
federations  shall  be  used.  Should  the  board  of  directors  consider  such  fee 
of  twenty  cents  for  each  individual  member  of  member  organizations  an 
undue  hardship  in  certain  specific  cases,  they  shall  have  the  power  to  make 
a  smaller  assessment  after  consultation  with  the  organization  concerned. 

(e)  It  shall  be  competent  for  any  member  organization  to  make  such 
contribution  to  the  finances  of  the  Federation,  additional  to  that  provided 
for  in  section  (d)  above,  as  it  may  deem  desirable  from  time  to  time- 

(f)  Group  members  may  withdraw  from  the  Federation  at  any  time 
by  notice  in  writing  to  the  secretary,  provided  that  no  rebate  of  member- 
ship dues  paid  for  the  current  quarter  shall  be  made. 

(g)  Any  group  membership  may  be  terminated  by  a  three-fourths 
vote  of  the  board  of  directors  after  thirty  days'  notice  of  such  contemplated 
action,  and  opportunity  given  fo"-  the  presentation  of  an  oral  or  written 
statement  to  the  board  by  the  member  organization  concerned. 

Section  5 — Federation  Locals 

(a)  Not  less  than  six  qualifying  resident  farmers  may  of  their  own 
accord  or  under  supervision  of  a  director,  district  director  or  organizer, 
proceed  to  organize  themselves  as  a  local  subscribing  to  this  constitution, 
and  making  due  report  thereof  to  head  office,  and  upon  acceptance  by  the 
head  office  shall  be  considered  to  be  a  Federation  local. 

(b)  It  is  further  provided  that  anj^  local  presently  constituted  under 
the  U.F.A.  or  A.F.U.  or  an  amalgamation  thereof  will  be  accepted  and 
considered  as  a  Federation  local. 

(c)  Any  person  qualified  to  be  a  rnember  of  the  organization  may 
become  a  member  of  a  local  by  a  majority  vote  of  the  members  present  at 
a  meeting  thereof  and  paying  membership  to  Central  Office  and  local  dues, 
if  any,  as  determined  from  time  to  time. 

(d)  No  person  shall  be  a  member  of  more  than  one  local  at  one  and 
the  same  time. 

(e)  The  local  shall  make  payment  promptly  to  Central  Office  of  mem- 
bership dues  collected- 
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(f)  Each  local  shall  hold  an  annual  meeting  not  later  than  January 
31st  in  each  year.  This  meeting  shall  elect  a  president,  a  vice-president,  a 
secretary  and  a  treasurer,  or  a  secretary-treasurer  and  five  or  more  direc- 
tors, depending  on  the  interests  of  the  district. 

Such  directors  elected  are  responsible  to  represent  and  handle  each  of 
the  following  fields  of  interest,  e.g.,  grain,  livestock,  dairying,  poultry,  co- 
operative buying  and  selling,  crop  improvement,  and  social  welfare.  Such 
directors  shall  maintain  direct  contact  with  the  major  co-operatives  in  each 
field  of  interest.  il 

Section  6 — District  Organizations  ■ 

(a)  For  the  purpose  of  electing  directors  to  the  central  board  anA 
for  carrying  on  the  work  of  the  organization,  the  province  shall  be  divideS 
into  twelve  districts  plus  one  district  for  the  Peace  River  Block  in  thll 
Province  of  Piritish  Columbia,  the  boundaries  of  which  shall  be  determined 
by  the  board  from  time  to  time. 

(b)  Each  district  shall  be  divided  into  five  sub-districts  by  the  dele- 
gates at  the  first  annual  meeting  of  the  district- 

(c)  District  boards  shall  consist  of  the  district  director,  who  shall  be 
chairman  of  the  board,  a  vice-chairman  who  shall  be  the  director  of  the 
Women's  Section,  and  five  sub-directors. 

(d)  District  conventions  must  be  held  prior  to  July  31st  and  the 
directors  elected  shall  take  office  immediately  (except  in  the  case  of  the 
first  provisional  board). 

(e)  Sub-directors  may  be  elected  at  local  rallies  or  by  sub-district 
delegates  at  the  annual  district  convention. 

(f)  Duties  of  directors  and  sub-directors:  To  promote  the  interests 
of  the  organization  in  their  respective  districts,  to  assist  locals  in  keeping 
up  their  membership  and  to  help  them  carry  on  a  progressive  and  construc- 
tive program. 

Section  7 — Annual  Convention 

(a)  At  least  once  a  year  a  convention  of  the  delegates  elected  as  here- 
inafter provided  and  of  the  officers  of  the  Federation  shall  be  held.  The 
convention  shall  be  deemed  to  be  the  annual  or  general  meeting  of  the 
Federation  for  all  of  the  purposes  of  such  a  meeting. 

(b)  The  convention  may  be  held  at  a  suitable  time  between  Novem- 
ber 1st  aird  December  lOth  alternately  in  the  cities  of  Calgary  and  Edmon- 
ton or  at  sucli  other  place  and  time  as  the  board  may  consider  advisable. 

(c)  Representation  at  the  Annual  Convention 

(1)  Local  representation  shall  be  on  the  basis  of  one  delegate  for 
twenty  members  or  major  portion  thereof,  provided  always  that  every  local 
in  good  standing  shall  be  entitled  to  at  least  one  delegate;  such  delegate 
must  belong  to  the  local  which  he  represents. 

(2)  Group  Representation — At  all  annual  or  special  meetmgs,  mem- 
ber organizations  with  a  membership  of  less  than  five  hundred  (500)  fully 
paid  up  members  shall  be  entitled  to  one  voting  delegate;  member  organi- 
zations with  fully  paid  up  memberships  of  from  five  hundred  (SCO)  to  fifteen 
hundred  (1500),  two  voting  delegates;  member  organizations  with  fully  paid 
up  memberships  from  fifteen  hundred  (1500)  to  thirty-five  hundred  (3500), 
four  voting  delegates;  member  organizations  with  fully  paid  up  member- 
ships from  thirty-five  hundred  (3500)  to  six  thousand  (6000),  five  voting 
delegates,  and  member  organizations  with  fully  paid  up  memberships  of 
over  six  thousand  (6000),  six  delegates,  which  shall  be  the  maximum. 

Names  of  voting  delegates  shall  be  supplied  to  the  secretary  by  mem-' 
ber  organizations  prior  to  the  opening  of  the  annual  or  special  meeting. 
Section  8 — Elections  at  Convention 

(a)  The  president  and  vice-president  shall  be  elected  by  the  delegates 
at  the  annual  convention. 
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(b)    Election  of  Group  Directors:  At  each  annual  meeting  the  dele- 
gates representing  each  of  the  classified  groups  referred  to  in  sub-section 
(b)  of  Section  5  herein,  shall  meet  for  the  purpose  of  electing  a  director 
to  represent  that  group  on  the  Board  of  Directors. 
Section  9 — Board  of  Directors 

The  board  of  directors  shall  consist  of  a  president,  vice-president,  the 
■executive  of  the  Women's  Section,  the  president  of  the  Junior  Section,  one 
director  from  each  district  and  eight  directors  from  the  commodity  groups. 

Section  10 — Executive 

The  executive  shall  consist  of  the  president,  vice-president,  president 
of  the  Women's  Section  and  four  executive  committeemen  appointed  by 
and  from  the  board. 

Section  11 — Responsibilities  of  Directors 

(a)  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  elected  board  of  directors  to  meet 
from  time  to  time  as  the  affairs  of  the  Federation  shall  require,  but  not 
less  than  three  times  during  the  year.  At  these  meetings  the  directors 
shall  conduct  the  affairs  of  the  Federation  or  shall  delegate  such  work  to 
the  executive  committee- 

(b)  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  directors  to  work  at  all  times  in  the 
interest  of  the  Federation  and  the  members  which  form  the  Federation. 

(c)  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Board  to  strive  for  the  achievement  of 
the  objectives  of  the  Federation. 

Section  12 — Financial  Year 

The  financial  year  shall  end  October  31st. 

Section  13 — Women's  Section 

(a)  Title:  This  section  shall  be  known  as  (to  be  decided  bv  the 
U.F.W.A.) 

(b)  Locals:  Any  six  resident  farm  women  may  form  a  local,  and  such 

local  when  formed  shall  be    Local  of  A.F.A.  and  shall  be 

governed  by  the  constitution  and  by-laws  of  the  Association. 

(c)  Convention:  At  the  convention  the  delegates  from  the  women's 
section  and  the  women  delegates  to  the  Alberta  Federation  of  Agriculture 
convention  may  meet  in  the  general  meeting  or  separately  as  they  see  fit. 
In  separate  meetings  they  may  discuss  any  question  or  matter  not  in- 
consistent with  the  objects  of  the  Association  set  forth  in  Section  2  hereof, 
.but  they  shall  not  petition  parliament  or  the  legislature  on  any  matter 

independently  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Association. 

The  Women's  Section  in  convention  shall  have  the  power  to  elect  an 
executive  as  hereinafter  defined.  This  executive  and  directors,  as  elected 
at  district  conventions,  shall  constitute  the  board. 

The  board  of  directors  shall  consist  of  a  president,  two  vice-presidents 
and  one  director  from  each  district  as  set  forth  in  Section  6  hereof. 

(d)  Board  of  Women's  Section:  The  board  shall  have  special  charge 
under  the  executive  of  such  branches  of  the  Association's  work  as  relate 
especially  to  social  welfare  problems. 

(e)  Executive  of  Women's  Section:  The  executive  shall  consist  of  a 
president  and  two  vice-presidents. 

Section  I'l — Junior  Section 

(a)  Title:  This  section  shall  be  known  as  the  Junior  Branch  of  the 
Alberta  Federation  of  Agriculture. 

(b)  Objects: 

1.  To  train  for  citizenship. 

2.  To  train  for  leadership. 

3.  To  follow  more  definitely  the  four-fold  plan  of  development: 
educational,  vocational,  economic  and  social. 
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4.  To  give  the  young  people  of  the  community  an  opportunity  to 
know  each  other  better,  to  enrich  the  social  life  of  the  com- 
munity and  to  make  life  happier  and  better  so  that  the  young 
people  may  serve  their  homes,  their  communities  and  their 
nation  more  effectively  and  assist  in  promoting  international 
goodwill. 

(c)  The  Junior  Branch  shall  be  directly  under  the  supervision  of  a 
committee  on  junior  work.  The  committee  shall  be  composed  of  two  mem- 
bers appointed  by  the  board  of  directors  of  the  association  and  one  mem- 
ber by  the  Women's  Section. 

(d)  Any  six  juniors  with  the  assistance  of  an  adult  member  of  the 
organization  may  form  a  junior  local,  which  shall  be  governed  by  these 
by-laws. 

(e)  The  membership  fee  payable  to  Central  Office  for  members  of 
junior  locals  shall  be  fifty  cents  for  all  members  over  sixteen  years  and 
under  twenty-one  years,  and  ten  cents  for  members  under  sixteen,  and  for 
members  over  twenty-one  years  of  age  shall  be  the  fee  set  out  in  Section 
4  hereof. 

(f)  The  Junior  Branch  shall  elect  a  president  and  two  vice-presidents, 
who  shall  constitute  the  executive. 

Junior  delegates  shall  have  power  at  Farm  Young  People's  Week  or 
district  conventions  to  elect  directors  as  provided  for  in  Section  6  of  this 
constitution. 

(g)  Each  junior  local  shall  be  entitled  to  send  one  delegate  to  the 
annual  convention  of  the  Association.  The  delegate  shall  have  the  rights 
and  privileges  as  provided  in  Section  6  hereof. 

,n)  Junior  officers  and  directors  shall  have  full  delegate  standing  at 
the  annual  convention  of  the  A.F.A. 

(i)  When  a  junior  local  is  formed  an  adult  person  or  committee  in 
sympathy  with  the  movement  shall  be  appointed  by  the  local  to  supervise 
the  said  local. 

The  duties  of  such  supervisor  or  supervising  committee  shall  be: 

1.  To  attend  all  meetings  of  the  juniors. 

2.  To  advise  at  but  not  to  conduct  the  said  meetings. 

3.  To  unobtrusively  and  tactfully  lead  the  juniors  so  as  to  develop  in 
them  initiative,  knowledge  of  A.F.A.  principles  and  of  world  affairs, 
understanding  of  parliamentary  procedure,  the  art  of  public  speak- 
ing, refinement  of  character  and  a  desire  to  serve  the  community, 
and  to  urge  upon  them  the  adoption  of  the  fourfold  program. 

Section  15 — Amending  the  Constitution 

This  constitution  may  be  amended  by  a  two-thirds  v.ote  of  the  delegates 
present  and  voting  at  any  annual  convention,  provided  that  proper  notice 
of  motion  of  any  such  amendment  shall  be  given  to  the  delegates  during 
the  first  day  of  such  convention.  Constitutional  amendments  shall  have 
precedence  over  all  other  resolutions  after  the  time  of  notice  has  expired. 
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U.F.A.  Store  and  Service  Station 


COMPLETED  IN  1946 

Tlie  store  l)uilding  pictured  al)ove  is  noAV  120x98 
in  area.  Here  some  seventy  persons  are  employ- 
ed including  otifice,  store,  warehouse  and  service 
station  staffs.  From  this  centre  service  and 
direction  are  given  to  local  co-operative  activity 
at  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  points 
throughout  Alberta, 

125  -  Eleventh  Avenue  East  Calgary 
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Heport  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  U.F.A.  Central 
Co-operative  Association,  1947 


For  the  first  time  since  1939  we  are  reporting  on  a  year's  business 
activity  carried  on  under  peacetime  conditions.  We  recognize,  of  course, 
that  though  actual  warfare  has  ceased  the  effects  of  the  war  continued  to 
be  felt  through  the  year.  Old  employees  were  being  received  back  into 
•our  employment.  Wartime  regulations  were  still  in  effect.  We  are  even 
yet  suffering  from  considerable  shortages  in  many  lines  of  merchandise. 
Building  operations  were  carried  on  under  difificulty  occasioned  by  inexper- 
ienced help  and  inability  to  secure  building  materials.  All  of  these  cir- 
cumstances however,  were  overcome  one  way  or  another  and  we  are  able 
to  report  a  most  successful  year.  We  look  forward  with  assurance  to  the 
future,  as  the  war  continues  to  fade  into  the  background,  industry  adjusts 
itself  to  peacetime  requirements  and  people  are  again  able  to  give  attention 
to  the  ordinary  things  of  our  economic  and  social  life,  that  have  to  do 
with  their  wellbeing. 

PETROLEUM  DIVISION 

Plans  which  were  already  laid  in  part  in  1945  to  extend  our  petroleum 
products  service  to  more  areas  of  the  province  were  put  into  effect  in  the 
past  year.  Twenty-five  new  agencies  for  Maple  Leaf  Co-op.  gasoline  and 
oils  were  opened  at  points  in  the  province  stretching  all  the  way  from 
Coutts  on  the  International  Boundary  line  to  Notikewin  on  the  Keg  River 
highway,  sixty  miles  north  of  the  Peace  River.  Nineteen  of  these  new  out- 
lets were  bulk  plants  only,  six  of  them  were  combination  wholesale  and 
retail  plants.  We  now  operate  one  hundred  and  thirty  four  plants  through- 
out the  province. 

It  is  with  pride  that  we  record  a  distribution  of  over  nine  million  gal- 
lons of  Maple  Leaf  gasoline  and  oils  through  these  plants,  and  we  have 
again  set  forth  in  a  graph  herewith  a  pictorial  presentation  in  gallons  of 
progress  made  since  our  first  association  with  Maple  Leaf  Petroleum 
Limited,  in  the  closing  months  of  1936-  The  value  of  petroleum  products, 
gasoline,  distillates,  fuel  oils,  lubricating  oils  and  greases  reached  a  total 
of  $1,784,150.35,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  an  increase  of  35% 
in  commission  revenue  for  the  year. 

It  has  been  necessary  during  the  year  to  extend  and  replace  much  of 
the  equipment  of  the  older  plants,  adding  new  underground  storage,  in- 
stalling modern  pumping  equipment,  etc.,  as  the  volume  of  business  at 
these  plants  now  far  exceeds  the  limits  of  the  original  storage  and  pumping 
'equipment.  It  will  be  necessary  to  continue  this  modernization  program 
systematically  over  the  next  four  or  five  years,  and  this  will  involve  con- 
siderable expenditure. 

During  the  war  years  great  difficulty  was  experienced  in  obtaining 
supply  of  steel  drums.  Not  enough  drums  were  obtained  over  that  period 
to  take  care  of  ordinary  shrinkage  by  wear  and  tear  and  disappearance. 
At  the  same  time,  though  no  new  plants  were  built,  distribution  was  greatly 
increasing  at  existing  plants.  This  lag  has  been  to  a  large  extent  over- 
come. A  total  of  four  thousand  three  hundred  and  ten  steel  drums  were 
distributed  during  the  year,  two  thousand  of  which  were  placed  at  old 
agencies.  This  investment  has  been  appreciated  by  customers  and  agents 
alike. 

Before  closing  our  petroleum  division  we  wish  to  place  on  record  our 
appreciation  of  the  high  quality  of  fuel  and  lubricating  oils  supplied  to  us 
by  Maple  Leaf  Petroleum  Limited  and  of  the  efficient  and  courteous  ser- 
vice received  from  the  manager  and  staff  of  the  company.  Business  of 
the  Co-operative  is  ninety-seven  per  cent  of  the  business  conducted  by  the 
company  throughout  the  province.  The  remaining  three  per  cent  consists 
chiefly  of  city  service  stations  in  Calgary  and  Edmonton. 
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The  full  effect  of  the  1946  expansion  will  not  be  realized  until  1947 
records  are  compiled,  as  a  great  niariy  of  the  new  local  plants  were  not  in 
operation  during  the  early  part  of  last  season.  It  is  anticipated,  if  weather 
and  economic  conditions  are  normal,  that  1947  will  see  us  well  over  the 
ten  million  gallons  mark.  For  the  first  time  since  Maple  Leaf  Petroleum 
became  our  suppliers  we  have  reached  fourth  position  in  the  records  of 
the  Fuel  Tax  Act  for  the  entire  year,  coming  next  in  line  to  the  marketing 
drvisions  of  the  three  refining  companies. 
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STORES  DIVISION 


Only  two  new  stores  were  opened  during  the  year — one  at  Acadia 
Valley  of  February  3rd,  1946,  the  other  at  Coronation  on  March  4th,  1946, 
the  former  being  a  general  store,  the  latter  merchandising  hardware  and 
furniture  only.  This  brings  the  total  of  our  branches  including  Calgary 
to  fifteen. 

Below  is  a  record  of  sales  for  the  year: 

Acadia  Valley  (nine  months)   $  26,134.22 

Big  Valley    62,512.39 

Calgary    642,205.13 

Camrose    -7U,'d^2m'7/,1i^C ; 

Chinook    61,694.64 
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Coronation  (eight  months)    23,565.22 

Drumheller   110,381.95 

Medicine  Hat    188,691.72 

Mile   49,261.20 

Morrin   _   4#=43^5^"  ' 

Oyen    37,236:44 

Strathmore   69,949.79 

Three  HilLs    128,922.52 

\  eteran   37,714.14 

Young.stovvn    72,859.78 

Total  sales  at  stores   $  1,650,685.55 
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CALGARY  STORE  AND  SERVICE  STATION 


Special  mention  must  be  made  of  the  development  in  Calgary.  It  was 
not  until  April,  1946,  that  we  were  able  to  make  full  use  of  the  annex  on 
the  west  side  of  the  old  building  commenced  a  year  previously.  As  stated 
in  our  last  year's  report  the  new  addition  more  than  doubles  the  space 
available  for  office,  store  and  warehouse  purposes.  The  upper  storey  of 
the  new  section  is  divided  between  the  accounting  offices  and  the  dry  goods 
and  furniture  departments.  The  lower  ffoor  is  entirely  devoted  to  hard- 
ware with  the  exception  of  shipping  offices  and  flour  room.  The  new  base- 
ment is  entirely  used  for  hardw?re  with  the  exception  of  a  fire  proof 
records  room.  An  up-to-date  automatic  electric  elevator  connects  all 
three  floors. 

In  addition  to  completing  the  main  building,  an  extension  forty  feet 
by  thirty-two  to  the  corrugated  iron  warehouse  on  the  12th  Avenue  lots 
at  the  rear,  has  made  available  extra  space  for  the  housing  of  feeds  and 
other  livestock  supplies,  machinery,  etc,  requiring  no  heat. 


Sales  at  Calgary  since  opening  in  1940  are  as  follows: 

1940  (three  months)  $  12,902.57 

1941   187,877.99 

1942   363,749.40 

1943  -   408,846.56 

1944    492,165.50 

1945   '.   555,507.87 

1946   -   642,205.13 


The  main  Calgary  building  houses  departments  for  groceries,  hard- 
ware, meats,  dry  goods,  boots  and  shoes,  furniture,  drugs,  stationery,  live- 
stock supplies,  etc.,  and  in  addition  the  offices  of  Maple  Leaf  Petroleum 
Limited,  and  the  Western  Farm  Leader,  a  semi-monthly  journal  which, 
including  its  predecessors  "The  L^nited  Farmer"  and  "The  U.F.A.,"  has 
been  associated  with  the  farm  organization  and  co-operatives  for  the  past 
twenty-five  years.  The  very  large  number  of  people  'who  come  to  the 
U-F.A.  Building  to  do  business  has  made  the  parking  space  and  the  facil- 
ities of  our  service  station  on  the  corner  very  valuable. 

The  service  station  operations  have  proven  successful  during  the  year 
despite  shortages  in  many  lines  of  automobile  supplies,  particularly  tires. 
Total  sales  at  the  service  station  for  the  year  were  $48,533.50.  This  was 
an  increase  of  $8,484.73  over  the  previous  year's  sales.  A  very  creditable 
showing  under  the  circumstances. 


BULK  SALES  DEPARTMENT 

Our  principal  activity  in  this  field  for  many  years  has  been  the  distribu- 
tion of  binder  twine.  This  essential  farm  commodity  is  sold,  of  course, 
at  our  stores  but  through  arrangements  with  United  Grain  Growers,  our 
suppliers,  we  are  able  to  serve  co-operating  groups  of  local  farmers  at  100 
points  throughout  the  province.  During  the  past  year  the  distribution  was 
815,225  pounds  valued  at  $80,103.40.  This  represents  an  increase  of  nearly 
50%  over  the  year  ending  October  31st,  1945. 

Distribution  of  coal  in  carlot  quantities  continues  to  be  a  line  of  co- 
operation of  much  value  to  farm  people  in  many  communities,  particularly 
in  the  prairie  areas  on  the  east  side  of  the  province,  where  through  our 
affiliated  bodies  Acadia  and  Coronation  U.F.A.  Co-operative  Associations, 
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several  hundred  thousand  dollars  worth  of  coal  are  sold  annually.  Central'] 
Office  has  been  so  restricted  by  the  shortage  of  coal  as  to  be  of  very! 
little  assistance  to  locals  of  the  Association  excepting  those  which  were! 
already  listed  as  being  engaged  in  the  distribution  of  coal,  because  of  the] 
rigid  allocations  of  the  Coal  Controller.  U.F.A.  Central  Office  is  regularly! 
in  touch  with  the  Coal  Controller  offices  in  Calgary  and  every  effort  is| 
being  made  to  improve  the  service  as  production  comes  nearer  to  the] 
point  of  meeting  the  demand. 

During  the  year  we  have  maintained  good  connections  in  British! 
Columbia  for  supply  of  cedar  fence  posts  and  many  locals  have  been  served| 
with  general  satisfaction. 

The  distribution  of  salt  in  bulk  quantities  continues  to  be  a  worthwhileM.^i 
activity  of  the  Association  servicing  quite  a  number  of  locals  each  yearaUtl 

A  slight  decline  in  livestock  supplies  is  recorded  for  the  year  thougl 
we  still  carry  stocks  at  some  forty  depots  throughout  the  province.  It 
anticipated  that  with  the  prospects  of  greater  hog  production  induced  b^ 
the  proposed  federal  bonus  to  take  effect  in  September  that  this  phase 
the  activity  of  the  Co-operative  will  again  take  on  new  life. 

The  total  value  of  bulk  supplies  distributed  was  $134,851.46. 


AFFILIATION  WITH  A.C.W.A. 

Our  connection  with  Alberta  Co-operative  Wholesale  Association  has 
been  strengthened  during  the  year.  We  are  now  represented  at  the  Annual 
Convention  of  that  body  by  fifteen  delegates.  We  have  entered  into  an 
agreement  on  a  basis  upon  which  U.F.A.  Central  Co-operative  will  service 
petroleum  products  through  unit  stores  of  A.C.W-A.  where  no  agency  for 
the  distribution  of  Maple  Leaf  Petroleum  products  has  previously  been 
established. 

When  this  agreement  was  reached  we  were  anticipating  that  10  plants 
would  be  in  operation  under  the  arrangement  by  the  end  of  1946.  Owing 
to  the  heavy  demand  upon  our  staff  and  on  our  capital  due  to  the  program 
of  expansion  in  the  oil  division,  some  delay  in  making  contacts  with  and 
getting  decisions  from  A.C.W.A.  unit  store  boards  was  experienced.  Five 
units  were  supplied  under  the  agreement  and  negotiations  are  proceeding 
with  other  stores  in  the  hope  that  at  some  or  all  of  these  points  plants 
will  be  installed  in  time  for  spring  operation  this  year. 

The  very  important  step  forward  taken  by  A.C.W.A.  in  1945  in 
acquiring  a  large  warehouse  on  C.N.R.  trackage  in  east  Edmonton  has 
made  possible  the  physical  handling  of  large  quantities  of  merchandise. 
In  spite  of  wartime  shortages  still  in  effect  we  have  made  some  progress 
in  consolidating  our  purchasing  with  that  of  A.C.W.A.  It  is  anticipated 
that  as  the  position  in  respect  to  supply  of  manufactured  goods  improves 
our  Organization  will  be  able  to  make  progressively  greater  use  of  the 
facilities  of  A.C.W.A. 

INCOME  TAX 

One  of  the  most  important  activities  of  the  year  from  the  point  of 
view  of  the  Board  and  management  arose  out  of  the  changes  in  the  Income 
War  Tax  Act.  Representatives  of  the  Board  have  attended  conferences 
to  deal  with  the  question  of  taxation  of  co-operatives.  Our  chairman,  Mr. 
Church  was  one  of  the  western  Canadian  representatives  on  the  delegation 
which  went  to  interview  the  Government.  It  is  clear  that,  for  future  taxa- 
tion years,  surplus  earnings  will  be  taxable  unless  paid  in  cash  within 
twelve  months  after  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  while  cash  payments  of 
dividends  now  held  in  deferred  funds  will  be  exempt.  This  means  that  for 
our  Co-operative  and  similar  associations  whose  business  has  been  steadily 
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increasing  over  the  years  since  the  deferred  dividend  payment  plan  was 
adopted,  the  exemption  on  past  dividends  paid  out  in  cash  will  be  far  from 
equal  to  the  amount  of  dividends  deferred  in  the  year  in  question. 

This  new  requirement  will  obviously  necessitate  a  change  of  plans  in 
financing  future  expansion.  These  plans  are  conditioned  very  largely  upon 
the  decision  in  respect  to  the  merger  of  the  farm  bodies  and  your  board 
is  therefore  not  able  at  this  time  to  make  an  announcement  in  this  connec- 
tion. 

There  appears  to  be  still  some  doubt  as  to  the  interpretation  placed  by 
taxing  authorities  on  the  amendment  which  provides  for  a  tax  on  three 
per  cent  of  employed  capital. 

Since  the  amendments  of  1946  to  the  Income  War  Tax  Act  were  passed 
in  August  a  number  of  conferences  have  been  held  across  Canada.  Two 
of  them — one  at  Quebec,  the  other  at  Edmonton,  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Co-operative  Union  of  Canada  have  expressed  a  determination,  which 
is  reflected  in  all  discussions  across  the  Dominion,  to  continue  to  contend 
that  Co-operatives  are  essentially  non-profit  organizations  and  that  their 
surplus  earnings  on  member  business  belong  to  the  members  and  should 
be  taxable  only  when  received  by  them  as  personal  income. 

AFFILIATE  CO-OPERATIVES 

At  the  annual  conference  of  U.F.A.  Co-operatives  held  here  in  Calgary 
in  December  the  report  presented  by  Acadia,  Coronation  and  Pembina 
Associations  recorded  expansion  and  progress.  These  Associations  cover 
large  areas  of  the  province  giving  a  service  to  nearly  100  locals  of  the 
U.F.A.  Their  principal  business  continues  to  be  the  handling  of  farm 
supplies  in  bulk,  such  as  petroleum  products,  feeds,  salt,  flour,  coal,  wood, 
posts,  twine,  etc.  Our  Pembina  association  took  a  step  in  a  new  direction 
during  the  year  by  establishing  at  Westlock  alongside  the  oil  agency,  ser- 
vice station  and  feed  warehouse  there,  of  an  up-todate  general  store  behind 
which  the  co-operating  members  of  the  community  have  put  themselves 
with  great  enthusiasm. 

MEMBERS  LOAN  CAPITAL  FUND 

No  drive  for  additions  to  this  fund  was  carried  on  during  the  year 
excepting  at  the  two  points  where  branch  stores  were  opened,  Acadia 
Valley  and  Coronation.  Liability  of  the  Association  for  members'  loans 
showed  at  October  31st,  at  $165,375.19.  All  loans  accepted  during  the 
current  year  were  on  a  ten  year  basis  with  interest  at  3  per  cent;  capital 
to  be  returned  in  ten  equal  annual  instalments. 

The  total  of  repayments  during  the  year  amounted  to  $12,775.98  dis- 
tributed over  the  communities  in  which  branch  stores  have  been  estab- 
lished. 

ADMINISTRATION 

During  the  year  six  meetings  of  the  Board  were  held  and  eleven  meet- 
ings of  the  Executive. 

In  addition  to  the  annual  meeting  of  the  shareholder-trustees  before 
and  after  the  annual  convention,  a  meeting  of  that  body  was  held  in  July,' 

On  November  21st  and  22nd  the  annual  conference  of  U.F.A.  Co-op- 
eratives was  held  in  Calgary,  at  which  the  business  affairs  of  the  Co-op- 
erative were  reviewed  by  representatives  of  the  district  affiliate  associa- 
tions and  the  branch  stores.  Messrs.  D.  H.  Smith  of  Cereal  and  Chas. 
H.  Fawcett  of  Consort  were  re-elected  as  representatives  to  the  Board 
of  the  Co-operative. 

A  considerable  increase  in  staff  has  been  required  to  meet  the  expand- 
ing business,  including  the  two  new  stores.  Total  number  of  persons  em- 
ployed as  of  the  first  of  January,  1947,  stands  at  one  hundred  and  forty- 
seven  with  an  annual  payroll  of  $178,854.27. 
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EDUCATION  AND  PUBLICITY 


Under  the  auspices  of  the  Educational  Department  80  meetings  we; 
held  during  the  year  with  an  attendance  of  8,510.    Many  of  these  meetin 
were  of  an  organizational  nature,  others  were  held  at  points  where  d 
operative  facilities  are  situated.    Moving  picture  films  of  an  education; 
type  bearing  on  co-operative  principles  and  practices  were  exhibited 
almost  all  of  these  meetings.    During  the  latter  part  of  the  season 
colored  film  showing  our  own  activities  at  a  number  of  points  throughoi 
the  province  was  received  with  much  pleasure. 

Considerable  publicity  in  the  local  press  and  city  dailies  has  arise: 
out  of  these  meetings.  The  Western  Farm  Leader  has  again  given  excel 
lent  service,  reporting  on  the  activities  and  business  of  the  Associatioi 

The  Co-operative  has  continued  to  be  a  sponsor  of  the  Thursday  noo; 
program  of  the  A.L.C.  Show  given  over  Stations  CJCA,  Edmonton,  CFAC 
Calgary,  CJOC,  Lethbridge  and  CFGP,  Grande  Prairie  at  12:15  p.m.  Mori 
day  through  Friday. 

We  are  of  the  opinion,  shared  by  our  co-sponsors,  that  the  regularit; 
of  the  A.L.C.  Show  and  its  diversified  appeal,  make  it  one  of  the  fines 
media  of  publicity  and  education  ever  used  by  the  co-operative  movemen 
in  Alberta. 


RELATIONS  WITH  OTHER  BODIES 

Our  affiliation  with  the  Alberta  Federation  of  Agriculture  makes  us  an 
integral  part  of  the  Canadian  Federation.  The  Association  was  fortunate 
to  be  represented  on  the  Alberta  Federation  Board  by  M.  H.  Ward,  our 
vice-chairman,  at  the  December  annual  meeting  of  the  Federation.  W.  J. 
Hoppins,  assistant  general  manager  of  the  Association,  was  elected  to  take 
Mr.  Ward's  place  for  the  coming  year. 

Our  chairman,  Mr.  Church,  is  representative  of  the  Association  on  the 
Board  of  Alberta  Co-operative  Wholesale  and  on  the  Board  of  Alberta 
Livestock  Co-operative.  Our  general  manager,  Mr.  Priestley,  is  our  rep- 
resentative on  the  Continuing  Committee  on  Co-operation  for  Alberta. 


CANADIAN  FEDERATION  OF  AGRICULTURE 

Through  the  Alberta  PY'deration  of  Agriculture  our  co-operative  is  a 
unit  of  the  Canadian  Federation  of  Agriculture.  In  1946  the  Canadian 
Federation  of  Agriculture  enhanced  its  prestige  and  usefulness.  Its 
representations  have  done  much  to  influence  the  agricultural  and  trade 
policies  of  the  Dominion  Government.  Its  president,  secretary  and  direct- 
ors speak  with  authority  before  public  bodies  throughout  Canada  and 
participate  with  prestige  and  effectiveness  in  international  affairs  concern- 
ing farm  people  as  such.  In  the  formation  of  the  International  Federa- 
tion of  Agricultural  Producers  in  London  in  May,  1946,  they  played  a 
prominent  part.  Mr.  H.  Hannam,  president  of  C.F.A.  has  represented 
Canadian  farm  people  in  London,  Copenhagen,  Washington  and  other 
places  where  plans  for  the  future  were  being  laid  and  put  into  effect.  We 
hope  that  our  members  will  take  every  opportunity  to  inform  themselves 
on  the  policies  and  achievements  of  the  Federation  as  we  believe  that  in 
the  C.F.A.  with  its  provincial  sections  representing  more  than  350,000  farm 
families  across  the  entire  nine  piovinces  of  Canada  the  farmers  of  this 
nation  have  the  effective  voice  in  a  democracy  which  they  need  and  to 
which  they  are  entitled. 
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FUTURE  DEVELOPMENT 


Your  Board  feels  keen  satisfaction  in  the  development  that  has  taken 
place  in  the  past  fifteen  years.  We  are  now  doing  a  business  exceeding 
three  and  a  half  millions  dollars  annually.  Commencing  without  subscribed 
capital  in  1932,  having  as  principal  assets  the  goodwill  of  many  thousands 
cf  farmer  members  and  the  prestige  gained  by  a  long  and  honourable  rec- 
ord of  service  as  a  farmers'  organization  in  the  affairs  of  the  province  and 
Dominion,  the  auditors'  statement  now  disclose?  a  members'  equity  of 
$638,325.55. 

Valuable  plant  and  equipment  is  available  for  use.  An  experienced 
and  efficient  staf?  has  been  engaged.  Plans  are  laid  for  further  expansion. 
As  the  membership  we  now  have  is  strengthened  by  accession  of  new 
members  and  these  members  furnish  the  capital  required  to  carry  out 
these  and  other  plans  we  have  no  doubt  .that  the  next  fifteen  years  will 
see  far  greater  progress  in  advancing  the  principles  and  practice  of  co-op- 
eration into  vastly  greater  areas  of  the  economic  activity  of  Alberta  than 
we  have  so  far  covered.  It  is  to  be  remembered  that  our  fellow  co-opera- 
tors in  many  kindred  organizations  across  Canada  are  making  similar  prog- 
ress and  that  great  effort  is  beittg  made  to  co-ordinate  and  consolidate 
their  activities.  We  are  confident  that  a.  great  and  useful  future  lies  before 
us. 

APPRECIATION  OF  STAFF 

In  closing  your  Board  places  on  record  as  appreciatmg  greatly  the 
efficient  and  loyal  service  of  our  staff  and  agents  at  Calgary  and  through- 
out the  province  and  in  particular  that  of  the  senior  executive  ofEceri  who 
have  served  the  Association  so  long  and  faithfully. 

Mr.  W.  Herbert  Nield  of  Harvey,  Morrison  and  Co.,  Chartered  Ac- 
countants, will  present  to  you  the  auditjiis'  report  and  financial  statements, 
a  consolidation  of  which  follows. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GEO   E.  CHURCH,  Chairman. 
M  H.  WARD,  Vice- Chairman 
D.  H.  SMITH, 
I'.  A.  FAWCETT, 
f.  A  C.AMFROX 
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U.F.A.  CENTRAL  CO-OPERATIVE 


CALGARY, 

Condcinsed  Balance  Sheet  -J 


ASSETS 


Current : 


Cash  un  Hand  and  at  Banks  ....$  46,630.72 

Accounts  Receivable  —  General   $  83,578.06 

Lien  Agreements — Equipment    41,913.89 


Less  Rcsci 


foi 


$125,491.95 

Bad  Debts    7,319.78 


118,172.17 
450.00 
2,000.00 


Canadian  Co-operative  Implements  Limited  

Commissions  Receivable   

Merchandise  Inventories    490,537.65 

Oil  Station  Equipment  in  Store   5,566.63 

Dominion  of  Canada  Bonds  — 

Par  Value  (Hypothecated)    3,000.00 


$666,057.17 


Deferred  Investments 

Shares  in  Alberta  Co-operati\  c  \\  holesale  Assn.  $  1,459.00 

Deferred  Dividends  Receivable    945.32 

Utilities  Deposits     342.40 


2,746.72 


Fixed  —  at  Cost: 

lUiildings   ..$114,974.54 

Less  Reserve  for  Depreciation    12,940.50 


I'lant  and  Oil  Station  Equipment  $230,068.62 

Less  Reserve  for  Depreciation    92,277.31 


-$102,034.04 


Office  and  Store  JLquipment   $  58,113.01 

Less  Reserve  for  Depreciation    12,165.37 


137,791.31 


Automotive  Equipment   $  6,634.04 

Less  Reserve  for  Depreciation   2,330.51 


45,947.^14 


4,303.53 


Land    20,876.44 


Prepaid  Expenses  and  Deferred  Charges 


310,952.96 
7,965.90 
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$987,722.75 


ASSOCIATION  LIMITED 


ALBERTA 

as  at  31st  October,  1946 


LIABILITIES 


Current 


Outstaiidino-  Cheques  $  23,5(12.49 

Bank  Loan    2S,00().0() 

Trade  Accounts  Payal)lc,  Accrued  Interest,  etc-  ..  138,853.24 


$187,355.73 


Deferred 

Financing  of  Oil  Plants  and  Equipment,  Head 
Office  Building,  etc  

Total  Liabilities  to  the  Public   

Members'  Equity 

United  Farmers  of  Alberta 

Permanent  Memberships  —  Loan  $  56,748.14 

Members'  Loans   -—  — -  165,375.19 

Interest  Accrued  on  Loans    4,615.07 

Dividends  Payable  —  Deferred    117,006.98 

Reserves 

Reserve  for  Insurance   $  3,225.00 

Reserve  for  Contingencies    10,600.24 

•   13,825.24 

Surplus   -   280,754.93 


162,041.47 


$349,397.20 


638,325.55 


$987,722.75 
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U.F.A.  CENTRAL  CO-OPERATIVE 

CALGARY, 

Statement  of  Operations  for  the 
REVENUE 

Sales — Stores,  Livc-st  .rk  Sii.plip^,  ralgary 

Service  Statin;.   $  1,743,330.49 

Less  Cost  of  Sales    1,423,289.43 


Gross  Profit  on  Sales    ,  .                         .  320,041.C 

Commissions — Petrolcnn-.    Prnducis    and  Ac- 
cessories — „   142,551.64 

—Sundry    4,795.95 


147,347.69 

Rents  —  Buildinffs      2,400.00 

Cash  Discounts      _   5,651.00 

Rent  of  Drums    _   6,980.37 


I 
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ASSOCIATION  LIMITED 

ALBERTA 

fear  Ended  31st  October,  1946 

EXPENSES 

.  Salaries,  Wages  and  Commissions   $  170,806.36 

Depreciation  —  Buildings  $  4,182.86 

—  Oil  Plant  and  Service 
Station  Equipment  ..  20,818.50 

■x-  Office  and  Store 

Equipment    5,602.28 

—  Automobiles,  Trucks  1,886.43 

  32,490.07 

Taxes,  Licenses  and  Insurance   :   12,753.69 

Field  Work    12,145.40 

Interest    10,268.86 

Postage,  Revenue  Stamps,  Telephone  and 

Telegraph   7,431.87 

Advertising  and  Broadcasting    7,396.31 

Sundry    7,261.88 

Rents   -  -   6,979.17 

Repairs  and  Maintenance    6,899.07 

Heat,  Light  and  Water   :   6,500.80 

Wrapping,  Twine,  etc   5,873.23 

Cartage,  Delivery  and  Express   —   5,897.16 

Committee's  Expense   '.  ■-   5,703.03 

Stationery  and  Printing   4,045.11 

Provision  for  Bad  Debts   3,929.99 

Audit,  Legal  and  Financial  -   1,892.53 

Unemployment  Insurance    1,740.90 

Manager's  Expense   1,684.64 

Caretaking   1,590.64 

Employees'  Group  Insurance   1,549.25 

Affiliation  Fees,  Grants  and  Donations    1,395.00 

Laundry  and  Smocks    1,245.76 

Exchange    835.68 

Edmonton  Office,  Rent  and  Stationery    494.27 

Educational  Supplies,  Films,  etc    385.39 

"let  Gain  on  Operations  for  the  Year   

Total  sales  of  all  commodities  for  the 
year,  $3,623,611.58 


319,196.06 

$  163,223.96 


$  482,420.02 
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RESOLUTIONS 

PASSED 

AT  THE 

THIRTY-EIGHTH 

ANNUAL  CONVENTION 

OF  THE 

UNITED  FARMERS 
OF  ALBERTA 

JANUARY    14-17,  1947 


HEAD  OFFICE: 
125  ELEVENTH  AVE.  EAST 
CALGARY 


Resolutions  Passed  by  the  U  P  A 

yme  U.F.A.  Convention,  January,  1947 
Omitted  from  Previous  List 

.  STRIKE  ACTIGN 

such  action,  and  "^"ket  if  and^when  ciSuS^^r,  '"'-"^  *° 

Be  it  f    th  ^'rcumstances  warrant 


FARM  HOUSING 


a  comLi«ero!7''Rn^f        '■.^'^"est  the  Provincial  Gnv. 
[ng  the  furnishing  o?   Hous.ng"  to  enquire  into  and  r.     "'""'  *°  ^PPO'nt 
of  Plans  for  the  buHding  aVdlj^,—  -cern- 

Whereas   it  h     f''^^^^^^  BRIDGES 

ipah-ties.  -.-St  be  .ade  to^t  A^^:Z]ol\Tf:^ 

UNDULANT  FEVER 

Whereas   th  ^''''^^  I^ATIONS 

Whereas.'     naiX  d""".  and 

value,  and     '              '''"^^  of  candy  and  soft  dHnl. 

Whereas  h  '         °f  ''"'e  food 

baker/SuctsT^  are  .ore  appeti.in.  and         •  . 

Therefore  be  it         ,  PPet.zmg  and  nourishing  than 
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Convention  Resolutions 


Organization 

CO-OP.  FISCAL  YEAR 

Whereas,  the  financial  year  of  the  Central  Co-operative  now  closes  on 
October  31st,  and 

Whereas,  this  date  was  set  in  1938  for  the  purpose  of  making  the 
financial  returns  submitted  to  the  Annual  Convention  as  up  to  date  as 
practicable,  and 

Whereas,  in  the  past  nine  years  the  business  of  the  Co-operative  has 
grown  to  such  proportions  that  it  is  impossible  to  complete  financial  re- 
turns, allocate  dividends  and  compute  membership  in  time  for  the  Annual 
Convention  in  January; 

Be  it  therefore  resolved,  that  the  Co-op.  Board  be  empowered  to  change 
the  end  of  the  financial  year  of  the  Co-operative  to  July  31st  or  some  other 
suitable  date. 

WORLD  GOVERNMENT 

Resolved,  that  this  convention  heartily  endorse  and  support  the  pro- 
posal of  World  Government  in  the  interests  of  universal  peace,  and  that  a 
copy  of  this  resolution  be  sent  to  the  Alberta  Federation  of  Agriculture  for 
consideration  and  action  at  their  next  annual  convention. 

AMALGAMATION 

Resolved,  that  the  U.F.A.  and  U.F.W.A.  make  every  move  possible 
toward  amalgamation  provided  continued  support  of  A.F.A.  and  C-F.A. 
shall  be  a  condition  of  such  amalgation. 

CHANGE  IN  ACT  OF  INCORPORATION  OF  U.F.A.  CO-OP.  LTD. 

Whereas,  the  recent  amendment  to  the  Income  War  Tax  Act  may 
make  necessary  some  changes  in  the  Act  of  Incorporation  and  _By-Laws 
of  this  association,  and 

Whereas,  the  necessity  for  and  the  extent  of  such  changes  will  not  be 
known  until  further  conferences  with  income  tax  officials,  and 

Whereas,  it  may  be  necessary  to  make  such  changes  before  another 
convention  is  held; 

Now  therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  Board  of  Directors  be  and  they 
are  hereby  authorized  to  apply  for  such  changes  in  the  Act  of  Incorpora- 
tion as  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board  ina>-  be  necessary  to  put  the  Associa- 
tion in  the  best  position  with  respect  to  income  tax  and  if  deemed  neces- 
sary to  apply  for  a  complete  revision  of  said  Act. 

C.F.A. 

Be  it  resolved,  that  the  Convention  express  its  deep  appreciation  of 
the  services  rendered  to  the  farmers  of  Canada  by  the  Canadian  Federation 
of  Agriculture,  and  in  particular,  approve  of  their  contribution  towards 
the  formation  of  the  International  Federation  of  Agricultural  Producers, 
and 

Further  we  pledge  our  support  to  the  Canadian  Federation  of  Agri- 
culture. 

MERGER 

Be  it  resolved,  that  we  endorse  the  proposed  constitution  as  drawn  up 
by  the  Contact  Committee  for  the  reorganization  of  the  Alberta  Federa- 
tion of  Agriculture. 

CHANGE  OF  FINANCIAL  YEAR 

Be  it  resolved,  that  ihe  Board  be  given  power  to  change  the  financial 
year  of  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta,  if  found  necessary. 


INCREASED  REPRESENTATION  IN  A.F.A. 

Be  it  resolved,  that  until  such  time  as  complete  unity  in  farm  organiza- 
tion has  been  attained,  we  request  increased  representation  on  the  board 
and  convention  of  the  Alberta  Federation  of  Agriculture  for  the  affiliate 
membership  organizations. 

ATTENDANCE  AT  SCHOOL  BOARD  MEETINGS 

Whereas,  an  intense  interest  in  education  has  always  been  shown  by 
•our  farm  movements,  and 

Whereas,  this  interest  is  shown  by  the  passing  of  many  resolutions  at 
annual  conventions  and  conferences,  and 

Whereas,  at  the  annual  meetings  of  the  various  subdivisions  of  each 
School  Division  an  opportunity  is  given  to  discuss  the  policy  of  the  Divi- 
sional School  Boards,  and 

Whereas,  these  meetings  are  as  a  general  rule  very  poorly  attended; 

Be  it  resolved,  that  we  urge  all  our  members  to  exercise  their  civil 
rights  fully  by  attending  these  meetings  thus  helping  to  implement  the 
resolutions  they  pass  at  annual  farm  gatherings. 

FARMERS'  HOLIDAY 

Resolved,  that  the  l-'arnicrs'  Holiday  now  set  as  June  21  be  set  at  a 
corresponding  date  in  July. 

CONTACT  COMMITTEE 

Be  it  resolved,  that  we  recommend  that  the  contact  committee  be 
continued. 

ATHLETIC  TRAINING 

Whereas,  we  consider  athletic  training  and  sports  are  of  benefit  to  our 
young  people; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  more  encouragement  be  given  to  athletic 
training  and  local  clubs  sponsor  provincial  competitions. 

APPRECIATION  -  CFAC 

Be  it  resolved,  that  this  convention  extend  hearty  thanks  to  the  man- 
agement of  radio  station  CFAC,  Calgary,  for  the  recent  change  in  time 
of  the  A.L.C.  Show,  which  brought  back  that  station's  presentation  of 
the  A.L.C.  broadcast  to  12:15  noon,  the  same  time  as  that  of  the  other  three 
stations  carrying  the  program. 

Resolutions  Respecting  Provincial 
Legislation 

SULPHA  DRUGS 

Whereas,  sulpha  drugs  are  very  effective  in  treating  certain  animal 
disease.s  if  administered  in  the  very  early  stages,  and 

Whereas,  these  drugs  can  now  only  be  obtained  on  presentation  of  a  ' 
prescription  or  an  affidavit,  which  means  the  loss  of  much  very  valuable- 
time  in  many  cases; 

Therefore  we  request  the  government  to  devise  some  other  safe  method 
of  selling  these  drugs  to  bona  fide  purchasers,  such  as  the  system  now  used 
by  druggists  in  selling  strychnine,  etc.,  and 

Further  that  full  instructions  on  the  use  of  the  drugs  in  the  treatment 
of  animals  be  given  those  purchasing  the  drugs. 

RESEARCH  IN  ANIMAL  DISEASES 

Whereas,  livestock  producers  lose  large  sums  annually  because  of 
lack  of  veterinary  assistance  and  knowledge  of  animal  disease; 

Be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  the  provincial  government  to  give  a  grant 
for  the  purpose  of  promoting  research  in  the  matter  of  animal  disease, 
nutrition  and  breeding,  such  research  to  be  directed  by  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  and  L^niversity  of  Alberta. 
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Whereas,  venereal  diseases  are  on  the  increase,  and 

Whereas,  present  legislation  is  not  being  enforced,  and  even  if  enforced 
would  still  be  insufficient  to  cope  with  this  national  menace; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  request  the  provincial  government  to 
enact  legislation  making  a  medical  examination  to  determine  the  presence 
or  absence  of  venereal  disease  compulsor}-,  not  only  before  the  issuing 
of  a  marriage  license  but  annually  to  every  resident  of  Alberta,  the  cost  of 
the  examination  to  be  paid  by  the  government,  and  that  free  treatmenj:  be 
provided  for  those  affected,  and 

Further  be  it  resolved,  that  the  other  provinces  be  urged  to  adopt  sim- 
ilar legislation  so  that  an  adequate  campaign  against  these  diseases  may 
become  nation  wide. 

PRE-MARITAL  MEDICAL  EXAMINATIONS 

Whereas,  Canada's  citizens  are  her  greatest  assets,  and 
Whereas,  Canadian  citizens'  health  category  is  one  of  the  lowest  in  the 
world; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  request  the  Provincial  Government 
to  pass  an  act  covering  a  general  medical  examination  including  a  serologi- 
cal test  for  syphilis  before  the  issuance  of  a  marriage  license  by  the  civil 
authorities  or  before  the  publication  of  banns  by  the  clergyman; 

Further  be  it  resolved,  that  we  petition  the  Provincial  Government  to 
amend  the  Marriage  Act  so  that  the  license  may  not  be  issued  until  the 
results  of  such  blood  tests  are  known. 

PRE-MARITAL  COUNSEL 

Whereas,  at  the  present  time  therE  is  a  sad  increase  in  divorce;  which 
we  believe  could  be  ofTset  by  pre-marital  guidance; 
Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that: 

(1)  Literature  covering  the  emotional,  home-making  and  legal  aspects 
of  marriage  be  provided  with  the  marriage  license, 

(2)  That  literature  and  guidance  covering  the  physical  aspects  of  the 
marriage  be  provided  by  the  doctor  taking  the  blood  test  required  by  law 
and  that  this  matter  be  brought  to  the  attention  of  various  groups  including 
the  Ministerial  Association,  Nurses'  Association,  and  the  Women's  Section 
of  the  Agricultural  Extension  Service. 

FREE  TREATMENT  FOR  CANCER 

Whereas,  cancer  has  become  very  prevalent; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  the  Government  to  pay  all  medi- 
cal and  hospitalization  costs  of  cancer  cases. 

CRIPPLES 

We  petition  the  Provincial  Government  to  grant  a  pension  to  all 
cripples  incapable  of  earning  a  living. 

OLD  AGE  PENSIONERS 

Be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  the  Provincial  Government  to  grant  free 
medical  care  and  hospitalization  for  old  age  pensioners. 

PAY  FOR  NURSES  IN  TRAINING 

Whereas,  the  need  in  Alberta  for  nurses  is  becoming  more  apparent, 

and 

Whereas,  the  years  spent  in  training  are  difficult  and  trying,  and 
Whereas,  the  present  remuneration  is  insufficient  and  unattractive; 
Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  more  salary  be  paid  student  nurses  to 
attract  girls  to  the  profession. 

STORE  HOURS 

Be  it  resolved,  that  all  country  stores  be  given  the  privilege  of  choos- 
ing the  specific  hours  they  will  be  open  for  business  during  the  busy 
seasons. 


LEGAL  OBLIGATIONS  OF  DOCTORS 

Whereas,  in  a  recent  court  action  the  presiding  judge  in  his  charge 
to  the  jury  stated  that  a  doctor  is  under  no  obligation  to  inform  a  patient 
if  he  is  unable  to  diagnose  the  case,  and 

Whereas,  this  is  a  grave  and  dangerous  situation; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  the  Government  to  amend  the 
law  so  that  a  doctor  is  positively  under  the  obligation  of  informing  the 
patient  if  he  is  unable  to  diagnose  the  case- 

BLOOD  PLASMA 

Whereas,  the  Red  Cross,  Canadian  doctors  and  nurses  and  blood  donors 
generally,  made  a  great  contribution  towards  saving  many  lives  among  the 
allied  forces  during  the  last  war,  and 

Whereas,  an  equal  effort  is  necessary  for  peace  time  casualties; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  both  our  Provincial  and  Federal 
Governments  to  assist  the  Red  Cross  by  grants  sufficient  to  enable  that 
organization  to  provide  adequate  supplies  of  blood  plasma  to  all  hospitals 
in  Canada  through  means  of  voluntary  blood  donors  to  the  end  that  all 
those  in  need  of  transfusions  be  given  such  treatment  free  of  charge. 

BLOOD  TEST  RESULTS 

Whereas,  the  present  Alberta  Marriage  Act  merely  requires  a  physi- 
cian's certificate  that  the  parties  to  the  marriage  have  had  a  blood  test 
without  the  results  of  the  test  being  known  by  the  aforementioned  parties, 
and 

Whereas,  the  fact  that  the  results  are  not  known  in  most  cases  until 
after  the  solemnization  of  the  marriage  renders  the  provision  of  little  effect; 

Be  it  resolved,  that  we  petition  the  provincial  government  to  amend  the 
Alarriage  Act  so  that  license  may  not  be  issued  until  the  results  of  the 
blood  test  are  known  by  the  parties  to  the  marriage. 

TEACHING  OF  CO-OPERATION 

Whereas,  our  co-operative  business  institutions  exert  a  stabilizing  ef- 
fect on  the  economy  of  the  nation,  and 

Whereas,  these  institutions  afford  an  equitable  method  of  distributing 
wealth,  curbing  activities  of  monopolies  and  staving  off  depressions  within 
their  sphere  of  influence; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  these  features  of  co-operative  enterprise 
be  included  in  the  course  of  social  studies  for  public  schools. 

TEACHER  SHORTAGE 

Whereas,  there  is  a  most  serious  shortage  of  school  teachers  in  Al- 
berta to  such  an  extent  that  many  schools  have  had  to  remain  closed  and 
have  had  to  use  correspondence  courses  for  their  pupils  or  students,  and 

Whereas,  the  providing  of  sufficient  qualified  teachers  is  a  responsibil- 
ity solely  of  the  Department  of  Education; 

Be  it  resolved,  that  the  Department  of  Education  make  loans  to  selected 
students  sufficient  to  pay  the  fair  cost  of  training  for  teachers  and  that 
such  loan  shall  be  repayable  in  three  equal  annual  instalments  but  refund- 
able to  the  student  if  such  student  remains  in  the  teaching  service  for  the- 
full  three  years.  ; 

TEACHING  PHONETICS 

Whereas,  the  use  of  phonetics  assists  in  the  recognition  of  new  words 
by  the  pupil  and  also  is  an  aid  in  learping  to  spell,  and 

Whereas,  it  is  a  recognized  fact,that  the  intensified  teaching  of  phone- 
tics has  its  harmful  repercussions; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  request  our  Provincial  Government 
to  take  a  silent  vote  of  the  primary  teachers  and  those  of  ungraded  schools, 
who  have  had  at  least  five  years  of  experience — on  the  question  of  teaching 
phonetics  in  Grade  One. 
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CREDITS  FOR  HIGH  SCHOOL 

Whereas,  the  present  poHcy  in  some  small  centres  is  to  combine  the 
grades  in  such  a  way  that  it  is  impossible  for  high  school  students  to  take 
enough  subjects  in  Grades  X  and  XI  to  obtain  the  full  quota  of  35  credits 
a  year,  and 

Whereas,  these  students  are  handicapped  in  this  way  when  they  move 
to  larger  centres  for  Grade  XII  instruction  because  they  have  not  all  the 
prerequisites  for  senior  courses  and  as  a  result  require  four  or  five  years 
to  complete  the  course; 

Be  it  resolved,  that  this  matter  be  remedied  by  combining  not  more 
than  Grade  X  and  XI  in  the  senior  room,  thus  meeting  the  departmental 
requirements,  and 

Further,  that  this  be  done  by  hiring  the  necessarjr  extra  teachers,  not 
by  combining  more  grades  in  the  elementary  and  intermediate  rooms  which 
would  result  in  less  efficient  handling-  of  these  lower  grades,  and 

That  the  Provincial  Government  find  the  necessary  finances  to  make 
this  possible. 

INCREASE  IN  EDUCATIONAL  GRANT 

Whereas,  the  education  of  our  children  is  of  the  utmost  importance  in 
the  development  of  our  country,  and 

Whereas,  the  progressive  system  of  education  now  in  use  in  Alberta 
requires  more  and  better  equipment,  more  elaborate  buildings  and  more 
and  better  trained  teachers,  and 

Whereas,  the  centralizing  of  education  in  towns  rather  than  in  scatter- 
ed one-roomed  schools  requires  the  operation  of  many  vehicles  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  the  department  regarding  the  operation  of  school  buses, 
and 

Whereas,  the  rate  of  grants  made  by  the  Government  has  not  increased 
proportionately  with  the  rise  in  Government  revenues; 

Be  it  resolved,  that  we  petition  the  Provincial  Government  at  the 
earliest  possible  date  to  assume  S0%  cost  of  elementary  and  secondary 
education. 

EXAMINATION  FEES 

Whereas,  Alberta  is  striving  to  furnish  free  education  for  our  boys  and 
girls  and  at  present  an  examination  fee  is  charged  in  the  high  school 
which  we  feel  works  a  hardship  on  individual  families; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  we  ask  the  Provincial  Government  to  dis- 
continue such  fees. 

PICTURES  FOR  ENTERPRISE  SYSTEM 

Whereas  in  so  many  homes  especially  in  remote  areas  magazines  never 
enter  them  containing  the  pictures  that  are  required  by  the  teacher  for 
the  projects  in  an  Enterprise,  and 

Whereas,  pupils  spend  hours  searching  for  these  pictures  that  could 
be  used  to  better  advantage; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  request  our  Provincial  Government 
to  make  available  magazines  and  lithographic  pictures  required  for  some 
of  the  enterprises. 

OUTLINE  OF  ENTERPRISE  SYSTEM  FOR  TEACHERS 

Whereas,  under  the  Enterprise  System  many  teachers  especially  those 
who  were  inexperienced,  only  had  a  vague  idea  of  what  to  teach,  and 

Whereas,  our  Provincial  Government  in  the  revision  of  our  elementary 
curriculum  is  incorporating  into  it  more  rigidity  of  outline  to  teachers; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  commend  our  government  in  taking 
what  should  be  an  advantageous  step  forward  and  also  commend  them  on 
setting  a  standard  of  achievement  at  the  Grade  VI  level. 

UNIVERSITY  FOR  SOUTHERN  ALBERTA 

Whereas,  the  southern  part  of  the  province  is  without  a  University; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we,  the  U.F.W-A.  urge  the  Provincial 
Government  to  provide  Southern  Alberta  with  additional  university 
facilities. 
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SCHOOL  LANDS  FUND 

Whereas,  in  1930  the  natural  resources  of  the  Province  of  Alberta 
were  transferred  by  the  Federal  Government  to  our  province  and  the 
school  lands  fund  was  also  turned  over,  and 

Whereas,  the  initial  purposes  as  set  forth  by  the  Federal  Government 
in  Sec.  40,  Chapter  113,  R.S.C.  in  1927  reads  as  follows:  "All  money  from 
time  to  time  realized  from  the  sale  of  school  lands  shall  be  invested  in 
securities  of  Canada  to  form  a  school  fund  and  the  interest  arising  there- 
from shall  be  paid  annually  to  the  Government  within  which  such  lands 
are  situated  towards  the  support  of  the  schools  organized  and  carried  on 
in  accordance  with  the  law  of  such  Province,  and 

Whereas,  the  income  from  the  above  sources  of  revenue  is  approxi- 
•-nately  $400,000.00  per  annum; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  our  Provincial  Government  be  requested 
to  iise  the  income  derived  from  the  "School  Lands  Fund"  for  the  payment 
of  grants  to  assist  in  meeting  necessary  educational  costs." 

STANDARD  SYSTEM  OF  EDUCATION 

Whereas,  the  four  western  provinces  are  similar  geographically  and 
racially; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  educational  sysiem  for  all  four  prov- 
inces be  standardized- 

DRY  CLEANING 

Whereas,  thousands  of  garments  are  ruined  and  unfit  for  wear  either 
through  negligence  or  improper  cleaning  methods,  and 

Whereas,  many  dry  cleaning  establishments  disregard  the  wishes  of 
patrons  and  wash  articles  designated  for  dry  cleaning,  and 

Whereas,  if  such  cleaning  establishments  were  held  liable  for  replace- 
ment of  ruined  garments  greater  care  would  be  exercised; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  petition  the  provincial  government  to 
take  action  to  protect  the  public  by  enacting  legislation  whereby  dry  clean- 
ing establishments  would  be  held  liable. 

COMPENSATION  FOR  SURFACE  RIGHTS  FOR  PETROLEUM 

DEVELOPMENT 

Whereas,  the  oil  companies  drilling  in  new  fields  are  intruding  on 
farmers  when  drilling  new  wells,  and 

Whereas,  the  compensation  paid  for  land  made  useless  for  agriculture 
is  not  adequate  taking  into  consideration  the  agricultural  productive  value 
of  the  land; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  request  the  Provincial  Government  to 
provide  that  adequate  rate  of  compensation  for  the  agricultural  land  taken 
cut  of  production  shall  be  paid  by  the  oil  company,  and 

Further  be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  that  an  Arbitration  Board  be  set 
up  which  shall  include  an  agricultural  representative  to  determine  the 
amount  of  compensation  payable  to  the  farmer. 

ASSESSING  IMPROVEMENTS  ON  FARM  LANDS 

Whereas,  municipal  districts  are  assessing  certain  land  improvements 
under  the  new  Provincial  Assessment  Act,  and 

Whereas,  the  farmer  who  has  improved  his  land  is  already  paying 
Income  Tax  on  the  income  from  the  improvements,  and 

Whereas,  this  assessment  encourages  speculation  or  unimproved  land; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  Government  discontinue  assessing 
improvements  on  farm  lands. 

FUNERAL  PROCESSIONS 

Whereas,  it  has  come  to  our  notice  on  several  occasions  that  there  is 
at  present  and  has  been  in  past  years  very  poor  respect  paid  to  a  funeral 
procession ; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  the  Provincial  Government  to 
pass  a  law  compelling  all  vehicles  to  stop  until  such  a  procession  passes. 
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PROGRAM  FOR  HARD  OF  HEARING  CHILDREN 


Whereas,  five  percent  of  our  school  children  have  some  degree  of 
hearing  loss,  and 

Whereas,  such  loss  is  frequently  unrecognized  by  parents  and  teachers, 
thereby  hindering  school  progress  and  emotional  development,  and 

Whereas,  such  children  are  an  economic  problem  in  repeating  grades, 

and 

Whereas,  fifty  percent  of  these  children  would  regain  normal  hearing 
after  correct  medical  or  surgical  treatment,  and 

Whereas,  the^  remainder  would  respond  to'  educational  follow-up  ac- 
cording to  individual  need:  Reseating,  lip-reading,  speech  training,  wearing 
hearing  aids,  coaching  in  backward  subjects,  and  help  with  emotional 
adjustment,  all  with  the  goal  of  normal  adulthood; 

Be  it  resolved,  that  the  United  Farm  Women  of  Alberta,  request  the 
Provincial  Government  to  give  serious  consideration  to  the  formation  of 
a  Hearing  Conservation  Program  in  conjunction  with  our  Health  Units, 
and  Health  Nurses  for  our  school  and  pre-school  children,  with  provision 
for  regular  testing  with  an  audiometer,  to  be  followed  by  adequate  medical 
and  edticational  procedure. 

CONTROL  OF  WEEDS  ALONG  HIGHWAYS 

Whereas,  farms  are  being  condemned  due  to  weeds,  and 
Whereas,   farmers  are  being  forced  to  cultivate  these   farms  under 
municipal  supervision; 

Therefore  be  it  resohed,  that  the  control  of  weeds  along  highways 
be  enforced,  and 

Further  that  municipalities  accept  the  responsibility  of  keeping  weeds 
down  and  sow  down  newly  graded  roads  to  suitable  grasses. 

SENSATIONAL  RADIO  PROGRAMS 

Whereas,  we  feel  that  mystery  and  murder  stories  such  as  are  put  on- 
the  air  for  children  by  manufacturers  of  cereals,  etc.,  are  unfit  for  their 
young  minds; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  to  ask  all  Aiberta  stations  carrying  these 
programs  to  substitute  educational  stories  such  as  nature  stories  by  Kerry 
Wood;  and 

Further  that  these  educational  stories  be  broadcast  during  the  early 
evening  hours. 

DRIVING  WHILE  UNDER  THE  INFLUENCE  OF  LIQUOR 

Whereas,  numerous  deaths  have  resulted  from  cars  driven  by  persons 
under  the  influence  of  liquor; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this  convention  demand  that  the  govern- 
ment rigidly  enforce  the  law  by  suspending  the  driver's  license  for  the  first 
offence  and  confiscation  of  license  and  a  heavy  fine  imposed  for  second 
offence. 

HOSTELS  FOR  DOMESTIC  HELP 

W^hereas,  the  present  set-up  for  domestic  help  in  rural  homes  is  very 
unsatisfactory  to  both  the  employer  and  employee,  often  resulting  in  a 
great  shortage  of  help  in  farm  homes  when  it  is  greatly  needed,  and 

Whereas,  in  Postwar  Planning  our  Provincial  Government  is  seeking 
to  achieve  full  employment,  and 

Whereas,  in  many  farm  homes  the  domestic  help  would  be  shared  with 
other  homes  by  having  the  services  of  the  employee  for  part  of  the  week; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  petition  the  Provincial  Government 
to  establish  and  maintain  Domestic  Help  Hostels  in  various  parts  of  the 
province  where  such  girls  could  stay. 


DAYLIGHT  SAVING 

Whereas,  there  is  an  effort  being  made  by  some  communities  to  go  on 
dayliglit  saving  time,  and 

Whereas,  a  difference  of  time  is  very  inconvenient  to  business  general- 
ly, and 

Whereas,  so-called  daylight  saving  time  is  very  detrimental  to  the 
farmer's  interests; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  protest  against  changing  from  stand- 
ard time. 

COMPULSORY  CAR  INSURANCE 

Be  it  resolved,  that  it  be  compulsory  for  all  owners  of  motor  vehicles 
to  take  out  insurance  covering  public  liability  and  property  damage  before 
receiving  a  license,  and  that  arrangements  be  made  to  collect  the  fee  when 
license  is  paid  similar  to  the  plan  in  operation  in  Saskatchewan. 

INSPECTION  OF  SCHOOL  BUSES 

Resolved,  that  all  school  buses  be  government  inspected  regularly  to 
make  them  safe  and  prevent  danger  of  fire. 

RURAL  ELECTRIFICATION 

Whereas,  there  is  preat  need  for  rural  electrification  in  Alberta,  and 

Whereas,  any  system  ol  electrification  must  be  comprehensive  in  scope 
and  must  deliver  power  to  farmers  at  actual  cost,  and 

Whereas,  any  really  comprehensive  system  under  private  ownership 
will  tend  to  monopoly, for  private  gain; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  urge  the  Alberta  Government  to  pro- 
ceed immediately  with  the  development  of  a  comprehensive  system  of 
rural  electrification,  publicly  owned  and  operated  under  the  Provincial 
Power  Commission  along  the  same  lines  as  the  Ontario  system,  and 

Further  be  it  resolved,  that  we  urge  that  provision  be  made  for  gen- 
erating power  in  the  designs  of  dams  now  under  construction  or  to  be 
built  in  the  near  future,  such  as  on  the  Red  Deer  and  St.  Mary's  Rivers 
rnd  delivering  the  power  to  the  people  in  the  surrounding  districts  at  the 
lowest  rates  possible. 

CENSORSHIP  OF  FILMS 

Whereas,  it  is  recognized  that  films  of  an  educational  and  cultural  na- 
ture will  be  increasingly  used  by  persons  and  groups  interested  in  cultural 
development,  and 

Whereas,  voluntary  associations  and  educational  groups  have  had  com- 
plete freedom  of  choice,  and 

Whereas,  film  censorship  has  hitherto  been  confined  to  films  produced 
by  moving  picture  studios  and  other  such  organizations  for  amusement 
purposes  in  licensed  theatres,  and 

Whereas,  it  is  now  proposed  that  all  16  mm.  films  exhibited  in  public 
shall  be  reviewed  by  the  board  of  censors,  and 

Whereas,  This  new  regulation  of  the  provincial  government  indicates 
a  very  definite  trend  toward  censorship  of  ideas  by  public  authority; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this  convention  protest  against  this  new 
regulation  and  affirm  strongly  the  right  of  voluntary  associations  and  edu- 
cational institutions  to  continue  to  exercise  their  own  choice  of  these  films. 

GASOLINE  TAX 

Whereas,  the  Federal  Government  has  seen  fit  to  relinquish  the  three 
cent  tax  imposed  on  gasoline  as  a  wartime  measure; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  express  our  appreciation  of  this 
action  on  the  part  of  the  Dominion  Government,  and 

Further  be  it  resolved,  that  the  full  measure  of  this  reduction  in  cost 
must  be  carried  back  to  the  consumer  and  that  no  desire  for  revenue  on 
the  part  of  the  provincial  government  or  for  profit  on  the  part  of  the  oil 
companies  be  allowed  to  interfere  in  any  way  whatsoever  in  this  reduction. 
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GASOLINE  TAX 

Whereas,  the  Dominion  Government  is  relinquishing  rights  to  collect 
gasoline  tax,  and 

Whereas,  a  large  portion  of  farmers'  travel  is  on  roads  no  parts  of 
which  are  kept  up  by  gasoline  tax; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  gas  used  for  agriculture  be  exempt  from 
any  increase  in  provincial  tax,  and 

Further  be  it  resolved,  that  if  the  Provincial  Government  deems  it 
necessary  to  increase  gasoline  tax  to  motorists  at  least  100  per  cent  of 
same  be  turned  over  to  the  municipalities  and  local  improvement  districts 
and  special  areas  for  maintenance  of  rural  roads. 

ANGLING 

Whereas,  many  of  our  members  enjoy  the  sport  of  angling  during  the 
short  periods  of  time  in  which  it  is  possible  to  get  away  from  farm  duties; 
and 

Whereas,  there  is  a  proposal  to  eliminate  coarse  fish  in  Glenmore 
reservoir  with  the  idea  of  stocking  it  with  a  species  of  trout  to  bring  back 
fishing-  on  the  El|3ow  River; 

Be  it  resolved,  that  we  heartily  endorse  this  proposal. 

SOCIAL  SERVICE  TAX 

Whereas,  the  Social  Service  Tax  is  levied  by  the  Government  as  a 
direct  tax  on  land,  and 

Whereas,  this  levy  discriminates  as  between  urban  and  rural  taxpayers 
because  of  the  inequalit}-  in  assessment,  and 

Whereas,  all  property,  particularly  land,  is  taxed  far  too  heavily  for 
purposes  of  providing  services  to  persons,  and 

Whereas,  municipalities  have  practically  no  other  source  of  revenue 
while  the  Government  has  a  much  wider  basis  of  securing  funds; 

Therefore  we  request  that  the  government  abolish  the  Social  Service 
Tax  immediately. 

BOUNTY  ON  COYOTES 

Resolved,  that  the  Provincial  Government  pay  a  bounty  of  Five  Dol- 
lars ($5.00)  on  coyotes  the  year  around. 

Resolutions  Respecting  Federal  Legislation 

GRANTS  FOR  HEALTH  SERVICES 

Whereas,  some  of  the  provinces  with  few  natural  resources  are  not 
able  to  give  adequate  health  service  to  keep  the  people  in  good  health; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  Federal  Government  be  urged  to 
make  larger  grants  for  this  purpose  until  such  time  as  that  government  be 
empowered  to  administer  health  services. 

MEDICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  IMMIGRANTS 

Whereas.  3%  of  the  Polish  veterans  brought  to  Canada  to  work  on 
farms  have  T.B.  and  small  numbers  arc  carriers  of  venereal  disease; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  all  such  immigrants  to  Canada  be  sub- 
jected to  a  thorough  medical  examination  so  that  only  those  with  a  clean 
bill  of  health  be  allowed  to  enter  Canada. 

BLOOD  PLASMA 

Whereas,  the  Red  Cross,  Canadian  doctors  and  nurses  and  blood  don- 
ors generally,  made  a  great  contribution  towards  saving  many  lives  among 
the  allied  forces  during  the  last  war.  and 

Whereas,  an  equal  efTort  is  necessary  for  peacetime  casualties; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  both  our  provincial  and  Federal 
Governments  to  assist  the  Red  Cross  by  grants  sufficient  to  enable  that 
organization  to  provide  adequate  supplies  of  blood  plasma  to  all  hospitals 
in  Canada  throu.gh  means  of  voluntary  blood  doners  to  the  end  that  all 
those  in  need  of  transfusions  be  given  such  treatment  free  of  charge. 
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RESEARCH  IN  ARTHRITIC  AND  RHEUMATIC  DISEASES 

Whereas,  it  has  been  estimated  that  there  are  well  over  600,000  cases 
of  arthritic  and  rheumatic  disease  in  Canada,  and 

Whereas,  very  little  research  work  is  being  done  to  find  the  cause 
and  therefore  a  cure  for  this  great  crippler  of  the  human  race,  and 

Whereas,  there  are  no  clinics  and  very  limited  facilities  for  special 
treatment  and  study  of  this  disease  ; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  both  Provincial  and  Federal 
Governments  to  provide  adequate  grants  of  money  to  the  end  that  at  least 
five  government  owned  and  operated  hospitals  be  established  at  strategic 
points  in  Canada.  These  institutions  to  have  adequate  clinic  and  laboratory 
equipment  to  the  end  that  intensive  research  can  be  carried  on  with  provi- 
sion that  post-graduate  facilities  be  available  to  doctors  and  nurses,  and 

Further  we  believe  as  this  is  a  nation-wide  problem  that  these  institu- 
tions be  owned  and  operated  by  the  Federal  Government. 

PENALTIES  FOR  SEX  PERVERTS 

W'hereas,  the  sentences  given  sex  perverts  are  not  commensurate  with 
the  seriousness  of  the  offence; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  that  more  severe  sentences  be 
meted  out  to  those  who  are  guilty  of  such  ofTences. 

SEX  PERVERTS 

Whreas,  those  found  guilty  of  indecent  assaults,  especially  of  the  most 
vicious  kind  with  respect  to  juveniles,  are  for  the  most  part,  psychopathic 
cases,  and 

Whereas,  such  mqral  perverts  are  a  menace  to  society  in  general  and 
their  juvenile  victims  suffer  not  only  physical  but  also  moral  and  emo- 
tional pain,  the  dire  consequences  of  which  in  many  cases  cannot  be  ovei 
estimated; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  do  earnestly  petition  the  Minister  of 
Justice  to  see  to  it  that  in  addition  to  the  penalties  provided  for  such 
offences  in  the  various  sections  of  the  Criminal  Code,  that  the  Department 
of  Justice  take  the  necessary  steps  to  have  legislation  enacted  whereby 
scientific  examination  and  treatment  will  be  given  these  sex  perverts  to 
the  end  that  every  effort  will  be  made  to  prevent  them  from  being  repeaters 
after  having  gained  their  freedom. 

BORSTAL  SYSTEM 

Whereas,  the  royal  commission  on  the  penal  system  in  Canada  has 
made  a  complete  report  of  their  study  and  findings  on  juvenile  delinquency 
in  Europe,  Britain,  the  United  States  and  Canada,  to  Parliament,  and 

Whereas,  this  report  has  passed  both  Houses  of  Parliament  but  has 
not  been  acted  upon; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this  conference  in  convention  assembled 
request  the  recommendations  of  this  ci mimission  be  put  into  effect  by  the 
Federal  Government. 

DIVORCE 

Whereas,  our  present  divorce  laws  are  considered  by  many  to  be  in- 
adequate ; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  grounds  for  divorce  include  the  fol- 
lowing: 

1.  Where  the  respondent  has  since  the  celebration  of  the  marriage 
committed  adultery,  or 

2.  Where  the  respondent  has  deserted  the  petitioner  without  cause 
for  a  period  for  at  least  three  years  immediately  preceding  the  presenta- 
tion of  the  petition,  or  t 

3.  Where  the  respondent  has  since  the  celebration  of  the  marriage 
treated  the  petitioner  with  cruelty,  or 

4.  Where  the  respondent  is  incurably  of  unsound  mind  and  has  been 
continuously  under  care  and  treatment  for  a  period  of  at  least  five  years 
immediately  preceding  the  presentation  of  the  petition. 


1^ 


EVACUEES  OF  BRITISH  BLOCK 


Whereas,  in  our  opinion,  owing  to  the  urgency  of  war  preparations 
a  grave  injustice  in  the  matter  of  compensation  was  inadvertently  com- 
mitted against  the  evacuated  settlers  of  what  is  known  as  the  British  Block; 

Be  it  resolved,  that  we  strongly  urge  this  question  be  reopened  in 
order  to  adjust  the  matter  on  a  more  equitable  basis. 

MERCHANT  NAVY 

Whereas,  it  is  the  general  belief  that  the  merchant  navy  was  the  very 
life  line  of  all  forces  in  World  War  2,  and 

Whereas,  it  is  a  regrettable  fact  that  the  merchant  seamen  have  not 
received  the  recognition  financially  or  otherwise,  officially  given  the  other 
services ; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that-  we  petition  the  Federal  Government  to 
take  the  necessary  steps  to  place  the  merchant  navy  on  an  equitable  status 
as  the  other  branches  of  the  forces,  and 

Further  be  it  resolved,  that  they  be  recognized  as  mem.bers  of  the 
fighting  forces  during  the  war  so  that  their  names  may  be  placed  on  the 
Honor  Rolls. 

PENSIONS,  ETC  ,  FOR  VOLUNTEERS  IN  SPAIN 

Whereas,  it  is  now  generally  admitted  even  by  governing  authorities 
that  World  War  2  broke  into  actual  hostilities  as  the  Japanese  army  in- 
vaded Manchuria  and  continued  on  with  the  conquering  of  Ethiopia,  the 
rev'olution  in  Spain  and  on  to  the  German  invasion  of  Poland,  and 

Whereas,  a  large  number  of  Canadian  boys  volunteered  and  at  their 
own  expense  went  over  in  defence  of  the  legitimate  government  of  Spain 
from  the  invasion  of  that  country  by  the  rebellious  Moors  under  the  com- 
mand of  General  Franco  and  the  forces  of  Mussolini  and  Hitler,  and 

Whereas,  these  boys  took  part  in  the  Second  World  War  to  the  same 
extent  and  probably  underv.ent  even  greater  hardships  than  those  who  en- 
listed for  service  from  1939  <  tnvards; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  ll.at  we  ask  the  Federal  Government  to  recog- 
nize our  obligations  to  these  men  in  their  fight  for  Democracy  by  making 
the  same  provisions  for  them  including  pay  on  service,  pensions,  gratuities^ 
hospitalization  and  dependents'  allowance  as  are  being  made  for  those  who 
enlisted  later  in  the  regular  Canadian  military  forces,  and 

Further  be  it  resolved,  that  we  carry  this  resolution  on  to  the  Cana- 
dian Federation  of  Agriculture. 

FEE  FOR  CITIZENSHIP 

Be  it  resolved,  that  we  request  the  Federal  Government  to  abolish  the 
fee  of  five  dollars  necessary  for  the  new  certificates  of  citizenship  wrien 
issued  to  British  subjects  or  people  born  in  Canada. 

P.F.A.A. 

Whereas,  we  are  dissatisfied  with  the  present  system  of  payments  by 
the  P.F.A.A.; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  P.F.A.A.  payments  be  made  on  any  six 
adjoining  sections. 

OLD  AGE  PENSIONS 

Whereas,  the  present  system  of  Old  Age  Pensions  fails  to  provide  our 
elderly  citizens  with  pensions  sufficient  for  a  decent  standard  of  living, 
and  does  not  become  available  at  a  sufficiently  early  period  in  life,  and  is 
also  offensive  in  some  of  its  provisions; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  request  both  Federal  and  Provincial 
Governments  to  amend  the  Act  so  that  pensions  on  an  adequate  scale  shall 
become  available  at  the  age  of  60,  and  be  free  from  any  Means  Test,  and 

Further,  that  the  pension  be  not  less  than  fifty  dollars  per  month. 
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EDUCATION  OF  ADULTS 

Whereas,  child  dehnquency  is  increasing  at  an  alarming  rate,  and 
Whereas,  in  our  opinion,  parents  who  shirk  their  duty  to  their  children 
are  the  largest  single  contributing  factor  to  this  condition; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  request  the  C.B.C.  from  time  to  time 
to  sponsor  programs  of  an  educational  nature,  and  the  organization  of 
Adult  Education  do  likewise,  through  the  press  and  from  public  platforms. 

SENSATIONALISM 

Whereas,  press  and  r?dio  news  shows  a  marked  tendency  to  the  fea- 
turing of  the  sensational  and  tragic  happenings  in  world  and  community 
life,  so  that  at  times  they  become  mere  bulletins  of  tragedy,  disaster  and 
death,  gathered  anywhere  throughout  the  world,  and 

Whereas,  while  we  recognize  that  such  news  is  undoubtedly  a  phase 
of  the  world  scene  from  day  to  day,  we  believe  that  other  news  of  a  less 
morbid  and  more  healthy  nature  is  gathered  and  made  available  for  publi- 
cation ; 

Be  it  therefore  resolved,  that  this  Organization  on  behalf  of  the  rural 
people  it  represents  express  to  such  news  agencies  their  desire  for  less 
emphasis  on  tragedy,  disaster  and  unsavory  events,  and  more  upon  the  nor- 
mal and  healthier  aspects  of  private  and  public  life. 

CENSORSHIP 

Whereas,  films  and  magazine  literature  have  much  influence  upon  mor- 
als and  character,  particularly  in  the  formative  period  of  youth,  and 

Whereas,  constant  vigilance  is  required  to  ensure  that  too  favorable 
portrayal  of  sex  situations,  gangsterdom  and  drinking  customs  does  not 
develop  in  and  through  these  media; 

Be  it  therefore  resolved,  that  the  United  Farm  Women  of  Alberta  urge 
upon  public  censors  of  films  and  national  authorities  over  publications,  the 
necessity  of  checking  any  tendency  to  laxity  in  safeguarding  public  moral- 
ity in  these  respects,  and  that  a  copy  of  this  resolution  Tdb  presented  to  the 
government  of  Canada  and  the  censor  of  films  at  Hollywood- 

NATIONAL  FILM  BOARD 

Whereas,  the  Canadian  National  Film  Board  was  a  wartime  develop- 
ment designed  to  enable  Canadian  people  to  become  aware  of  the  economic 
contribution  which  our  people  were  making  to  mobilize  war  effort,  and 

Whereas,  at  the  time  when  it  became  evident  that  the  war  was  drawing 
to  a  close  a  very  strong  view  point  was  expressed  by  many  groups  of 
people  that  the  National  Film  Board  should  be  continued  as  a  peacetime 
responsibility  of  the  Federal  Government.  In  the  development  of  this 
desire  this  organization  took  a  very  early  and  determined  stand,  the  peace- 
time objective  of  the  Board  being  to  have  Canadians  more  fully  aware  of 
the  economic  development  of  Canadian  people,  our  potentialities,  our  prob- 
lems and  our  future  development; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  express  our  appreciation  of  the  work 
of  the  National  Film  Board  in  the  above  objectives  and  particularly  do  we 
voice  our  approval  of  the  policy  of  the  Board  in  making  available  to  groups 
of  isolated  rural  peonle  an  opportunity  to  visualize  something  of  the  devel- 
opment and  the  problems  of  Canadians  through  the  medium  of  the  moving- 
picture,  and 

Further  be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  the  Dominion  Government  to  con- 
tinue and  develop  this  work  even  further,  more  particularly  in  an  efifort  to 
serve  isolated  and  thinly  populated  areas  of  Canada  through  the  medium  ^ 
of  sound  and  technicolor. 

RADIO 

Whereas,  on  radio  program  transition  periods  between  dramatic  epi- 
sodes are  incidents  of  blaring  music  in  the  musical  bridge,  and 

Whereas,  the  transition  period  could  be  well  thought  out  mixtures  of 
sound  effects  that  tell  a  story  in  themselves; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  request  radio  stations,  and  especially 
the  C.B.C-  that  this  matter  be  studied  and  improved  for  the  pleasure  of  the 
listening  public. 
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PRICE  OF  WHEAT  FOR  DOMESTIC  CONSUMPTION 

Whereas,  the  wheat  grower  has  suffered  an  unjust  loss  of  income  by 
reason  of  the  Federal  Government's  policy  of  paying  the  farmer  only  $1.25 
per  bushel  for  wheat  entering  domestic  consumption; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  the  Federal  Government  to  raise 
the  price  of  wheat  entering  domestic  consumption  to  $1.55,  and 

Further  that  a  compensating  adjustment  be  made  in  the  price  of  all 
wheat  entering  into  domestic  consumption  since  the  price  control  policy 
was  instituted- 

CANADIAN  WHEAT  BOARD 

Resolved,  that  this  convention  request  that  the  Canadian  Wheat  Board 
be  made  a  permanent  organization,  and  be  extended  to  be  the  sole  mar- 
keting organization  for  all  commercial  grain,  and 

Further  we  are  strongly  opposed  to  the  re-opening  of  the  Winnipeg 
Grain  Exchange. 

DEFERRED  SALES  OF  WHEAT  IN  ELEVATORS 

Whereas,  at  the  present  time  there  is  considerable  wheat  held  on  the 
farms  owing  to  high  income  tax,  and 

Whereas,  we  believe  it  would  be  an  inducement  to  the  farmer  to  de- 
liver such  wheat  to  the  Wheat  Board  if  such  wheat  could  be  sold  over  a 
period  of  at  least  three  years  on  the  same  policy  as  adopted  in  1946; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  request  the  Provincial  Government  to 
re-enact  the  necessary  legislation  so  tliat  wheat  could  be  delivered  on  the 
deferred  payment  plan  as  was  in  efTect  in  1946. 

GRAIN  FOR  EUROPE 

Whereas,  we  are  told  that  there  is  a  very  grave  danger  of  many  people 
starving  in  Europe,  and 

Whereas,  there  is  a  large  amount  of  grain  used  in  making  liquor  and 
beer; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  grain  used  in  the  making  of  liquor 
and  beer  be  sent  to  the  hungry  people  of  Europe. 

PRICE  OF  HOGS 

Whereas,  there  is  in  prospect  another  guaranteed  price  raise  of  bacon 
to  packers; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  hog  producers  be  guaranteed  a  fair 
and  stable  price  for  hogs  in  relation  to  a  guaranteed  bacon  price. 

INCREASE  IN  BACON  PRICE 

Whereas,  in  our  opinion,  the  recent  announcement  of  substantial  in- 
crease in  the  price  of  hogs  may  be  of  considerable  encouragement  to  the 
hog  production  industry; 

Be  it  resolved,  that  we  strongly  urge  upon  the  Government  that  all 
of  the  increase  in  the  British  bacon  price  shall  be  added  to  the  present 
price  of  hogs,  and 

Further  that  the  partial  increase  to  come  in  effect  before  the  expiry 
of  the  present  contract  price  shall  be  made  effective  at  once  to  prevent 
any  further  decrease  in  the  numbers  of  suitable  breeding  stock. 

RAIL  GRADING 

Be  it  resolved,  that  we  are  opposed  to  rail  grading  of  beef  at  the 
present  time. 

BARLEY  BONUS 

Resolved,  that  this  convention  is  in  favour  of  a  bonus  of  $5.00  per 
acre  for  barley  instead  of  the  present  fifteen  cent  differential  per  bushel. 

U.S.  MARKET  FOR  CATTLE 

Resolved,  that  we  ask  that  the  American  markets  be  opened  as  soon 
as  feasible  for  Canadian  cattle. 
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COST  OF  EDUCATION 

Whereas,  the  cost  of  education  and  the  operation  of  schools  is  con- 
tinually rising,  and  the  existing  system  of  raising  local  revenue,  particularly 
in  the  districts  of  low  assessment,  appears  to  be  reaching  its  maximum 
limits,  and 

Whereas,  it  is  recognized  that  the  proper  education  of  our  rising  gener- 
ation is  a  matter  of  acute  national  interest; 
Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that — 

1.  The  Dominion  Government  be  urged  to  bear  a  substantial  propor- 
tion of  the  cost  of  education  in  order  that  the  efficiency  of  the  existing 
system  be  increased. 

2.  That  provincial  grants  be  augmented  to  provide  for: 

(a)  Replacement  of  obsolete  buildings ; 

(b)  Equalization  of  cost  in  the  various  sections  of  the  province; 

■  (c)    Assistance  in  constructing  dormitories  for  secondary  school  pupils 
wherever  required; 
(d)    That  the  provincial  Government  be  asked  to  meet  at  least  50% 
of  the  cost  of  primary  and  secondary  education. 

COST  OF  PRODUCTION 

Be  it  resolved,  that  if  the  cost  of  production  of  farm  produce  continues 
to  rise,  the  return  for  farm  produce  should  be  raised  accordingly. 

RIGHT  RELATIONSHIP  OF  PRICES 

Whereas,  in  spite  of  all  the  pressure  the  farmers  have  brought  to  bear 
on  the  Federal  Government,  the  Government  has  allowed  the  machine 
companies  to  increase  prices  on  farm  machinery  \2y2%,  and 

Whereas,  the  oil  companies  have  been  allowed  to  increase  the  price 
of  gas  without  any  investigation  being  made; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we,  as  organized  farmers,  take  some 
action  to  secure  right  relationship  of  prices. 

PRICE  CONTROL 

Whereas,  price  control  as  administered  by  the  Federal  Government  has 
proved  to  be  reasonably  effective  in  combatting  inflation,  and 

Whereas,  it  is  feared  removal  of  these  controls  wHl  greatly  increase 
our  costs  of  production  and  cost  of  living; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  price  controls  be  continued  at  least  until 
increased  volume  of  production  removes  danger  of  inflation. 

AMENDMENT  INCOME  TAX  ACT 

Whereas,  the  purpose  of  the  Income  Tax  should  be  to  place  the  burden 
of  taxation  more  heavily  upon  those  who  can  best  afford  to  pay,  and 

Whereas,  it  is  commonly  believed  that  individuals  according  as  thej" 
have  a  single  or  married  status  are  entitled  to  an  income  of  $750.00  or 
$1500.00  as  the  case  may  be,  exempt  from  Income  Tax,  and 

Whereas,  through  the  complications  of  calculating  the  tax  as  set  forth 
by  the  Canadian  Income  Tax  Act  those  taxable  individuals  who  can  least 
afford  to  pay  the  tax  are  placed  in  a  position  of  paying  a  higher  rate  on 
their  earnings  in  excess  of  the  commonly  supposed  exemptions  than  others 
with  larger  incomes; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  principle  of  an  exemption  of  part  of 
one's  income  from  Income  Tax  be  established  by: 

1.  Amending  the  Normal  Tax  of  the  Income  Tax  Act  so  that  the  tax 
applies  only  on  that  portion  of  the  income  in  excess  of  $750.00  or  $1500.00 
according  as  the  individual  has  a  single  or  married  status,  and 

2.  Amending  the  graduated  tax  of  the  Income  Tax  Act  so  that  the 
tax  applies  on  an  individual  with  a  married  status  only  on  that  portion  of 
his  income  in  excess  of  $1500.00. 

3.  Amending  the  Income  Tax  Act  so  that  a  married  man  receives  a 
further  exemption  of  $400.00  for  each  dependent  instead  of  the  present  tax 
allowance. 
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INCOME  TAX 


Whereas, 'we  are  dissatisfied  with  the  Income  Tax  in  its  present  form; 
Therefore  be  it  resolved: 

1.  That  the  Income  Tax  for  farmers  be  averaged  over  a  five  year 
term ; 

2.  That  breeding  herds  be  recognized  as  capital  assets  and  some  plan 
adopted  to  distinguish  between  capital  and  income  in  livestock  dispersal 
sales ; 

3.  That  farmers'  wives  be  allowed  at  least  $750.00  per  year  income 
without  taxation. 

4.  That  farmers  be  relieved  of  responsibility  of  collecting  income 
tax  from  hired  help. 

INCOME  TAX  EXEMPTIONS 

Whereas,  the  present  exemptions  of  $1500. 0(J  for  a  married  person  and 
$750.00  for  a  single  person  are  not  sufficient  to  cover  living  costs; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  these  present  exemptions  be  increased 
to  $2,000.00  for  a  married  person  and  $1,000.00  for  a  single  person. 

SUCCESSION  DUTIES 

Resolved,  that  the  farm  wife  should  be  considered  the  partner  of  her 
husband  and  should  not  be  subject  to  succession  duties  or  inheritance  tax  on 
property  accumulated  during  marriage  in  gaining  title  to  property  at  the 
time  of  her  hsband's  death. 

RED  DEER  RIVER  DIVERSION 

Resolved,  that  this  convention  of  the  U.F.A.  do  call  on  the  Federal 
Government  to  have  construction  work  on  the  Red  Deer  River  diversion 
started  through  the  P.F.R.A.  without  delay  as  soon  as  engineers,  materials 
and  machinery  are  available. 

CONSERVATION  OF  NATURAL  RESOURCES 

Whereas,  the  forest  and  vegetation  cover  of  the  eastern  slopes  of  the 
Rockies  is  a  vital  factor  in  the  development  of  both  irrigation  and  hydro 
for  the  plains  of  Western  Canada,  and 

Whereas,  owing  to  indiscriminate  lumbering  operations,  forest  fires 
and  overgrazing  this  natural  cover  is  being  rapidly  destroyed,  which  un- 
doubtedly will  result  in  excessive  and  disastrous  floods  in  springtime  and 
drought  and  lack  of  water  in  later  months,  and 

Whereas,  a  national  policy  of  conservation  of  this  great  heritage  is 
of  vital  importance  to  the  people  of  Western  Canada,  and 

Whereas,  this  matter  is  far  too  great  a  problem  for  Alberta  but  in 
addition  is  of  great  importance  to  the  people  of  Saskatchewan  and  Manitoba 
and  further  in  fact,  the  people  of  all  Canada  ; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  the  Alberta  Government  to  re- 
linquish its  authority  and  ownership  of  this  great  natural  watershed  to  an 
independent  Federal  Commission  such  as  the  Tennessee  Valley  Authority 
in  the  United  States,  and 

Further  be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  the  Federal  Government  to  ap- 
point such  a  commission  to  have  the  full  responsibility  of  conserving  this 
forest  and  vegetation  cover  to  the  end  that  the  permanence  of  hydro  and 
irrigation  be  assured,  and 

Further  be  it  resolved,  that  the  Dominion  Government  guarantee  to 
the  Provincial  Government  of  Alberta  an  amount  equal  to  its  present  rev- 
enue from  this  watershed. 

RURAL  HOUSING 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  request  that  the  Central  Mortgage 
and  Housing  Corporation  devote  a  fair  share  of  money  voted  to  it  by 
the  Canadian  Government  for  research  in  housing  to  carry  on  actual'  re- 
search, furnishing  plans  for  building  improvements  and  remodelling  farm 
houses. 
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COLD  WAVES 

Whereas,  according  to  magazine  articles,  doctors  feel  that  chemicals 
used  in  giving  cold  waves  are  dangerous,  and 

Whereas,  according  to  these  articles  these  chemicals  are  injurious  to 
the  operators,  as  well  as  the  client; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  the  Federal  Government  either 
to  issue  a  statement  refuting  these  claims  or  ban  the  sale  of  these  cold 
wave  kits  and  the  giving  of  cold  waves. 

CLOTHING 

Whereas,  there  is  a  great  shortage  of  every  day  clothing,  such  as  shirts, 
overalls,  underwear,  overshoes,  stockings,  towels  print  dresses  and  cotton 
prints  ; 

Be  it  resolved,  that  more  and  better  quality  clothes,  be  put  on  the 
market. 

STANDARDS  BOARD 

Whereas,  the  cost  of  living  has  risen  27.1%  since  1941,  and 
Whereas,  numerous  goods  which  are  in  demand  by  the  public  are  made 
of  inferior  material; 

Therefore  we  reciuest  the  Federal  Government  that  a  Standards  Board 
as  set  up  under  the  W.P.T.B.,  be  retained  as  a  permanent  board,  and  that 
goods  be  labelled  as  to  quality,  number  of  threads  of  wool,  rayon  or  cotton 
in  yard  goods  or  garments  and  all  groceries,  graded  as  to  quality  under 
the  same  system  that  eggs,  butter,  beef  and  canned  goods  are  graded. 

HELP  FOR  BRITAIN 

W'hereas,  we  of  the  U.F.W.A.,  would  gladly  do  all  we  can  to  help  the 
people  of  Britain  in  their  time  of  need,  and 

Whereas,  wc  find  it  impossible  to  afford  the  high  mail  rates  charged 
on  parcels  of  food  and  clothing  intended  for  overseas,  and 

Whereas,  we  believe  that  the  people  of  Canada  would  rally  in  a  really 
wonderful  way  to  help  out  in  this  crisis,  if  it  were  not  for  these  high 
mailing  rates  ; 

Resolved,  that  the  Federal  Government  drastically  reduce  and  if  pos- 
sible, abolish  altogether,  the  mailing  and  shipping  charges  on  parcels  sent 
to  relieve  the  distress  of  the  people  of  I'ritain. 

THANKSGIVING  DAY 

Whereas,  a  date  is  usually  set  for  Thanksgiving  in  Canada  when  only 
the  eastern  provinces  have  harvested  their  crops; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  last  Thursday  in  November  be  set 
apart  when  all  provinces  in  Canada  can  celebrate  with  true  thankfulness 
a  crop  safely  harvested. 

WEED  KILLERS 

W  hereas,  the  use  of  selective  weed  killers  gives  considerable  promise, 

and 

Whereas,  if  the  cost  could  be  reduced  to  a  reasonable  figure  it  would 
become  standard  practice,  and 

Whereas,  many  brands  of  2-4-D  are  being  sold  to  farmers  at  exhorbi- 
tant  prices,  and  in  many  instances  tests  by  experimental  farm  staffs  and 
district  agriculturists  have  found  that  many  of  these  preparations  are  al- 
most worthless  and  only  a  few  of  the  scores  of  brands  offered  for  sale 
are  of  any  practical  value; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  we  demand  that  the  government  protect 
the  peop4e  by  prohibiting  the  sale  of  unproven  products,  and 

Further  resolved  that  the  Federal  and  Provincial  Departments  of  Agri- 
culture protect  the  farmers  from  this  exploitation  of  high  costs  by  supply- 
ing municipalities  with  the  most  effective,  selective  weed  killers,  and  the 
machines  to  apply  the  same  at  cost,  for  it  is  the  conviction  of  this  conven- 
tion that  under  the  prsent  profit  channels  of  distribution  the  high  cost 
to  the  farmers  will  continue  so  as  to  make  the  use  of  these  W"eed  killers 
prohibitive. 
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INCREASE  IN  FREIGHT  RATES 

Resolved,  that  we  absolutely  opi^ose  the  suggested  30%  increase  in 
frei.nht  rates  in  view  of  the  present  discrimination  against  the  Western 
I'armers,  and 

Further  that  we  suiiiiurt  the  i)rt)vineial  government  in  their  efforts  in 
protesting  tiie  increase  in  freight  rates. 

AMALGAMATION  OF  RAILWAYS 

Be  it  resolved,  that  we  demand  that  the  Canadian  Railways  meet  their 
increased  costs  by  amalgamation  under  the  Government  of  Canada  to  be 
operated  at  cost. 

PACIFIC  TIME  FOR  PEACE  RIVER 

Whereas,  the  Association  of  Rural  Municipalities  of  the  Peace  River 
has  gone  on  record  asking  to  be  included  in  the  Pacific  Time  Zone,  and 

Whereas,  the  Peace  River  area  expects  to  have  transportation  outlets 
to  the  Pacific  Coast  which  make  it  desirable  to  include  the  Peace  River 
area  in  the  Pacific  Time  Zone,  and 

Whereas,  the  Pacific  Time  Zone  divides  the  day  equally  between  fore- 
noon and  afternoon  for  the  Peace  River  area; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  the  Dominion  Government  to 
I e-establish- Pacific  Time  in  the  Peace  River  area  as  was  done  during  war- 
time. ' 

WEATHER  FORECASTS 

Whereas,  there  has  been  a  great  improvement  in  the  service  given  the 
rural  people  of  Western  Canada  in  the  matter  of  regional  weather  fore- 
casts by  the  Canadian  Broadcasting  Corporation; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  heartily  commend  the  C.B.C.  and 
the  Dominion  Government  for  their  efforts  in  this  matter,  and 

Further  be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  for  the  fullest  co-operation  of  the 
C.B.C.  and  the  Federal  Government  with  the  Governments  of  Great  Britain, 
Rlissia  and  the  United  States,  with  the  object  of  more  scientific  effort  in 
the  problem  of  longer  range  weather  forecasting. 

SENATE 

Be  it  resolved,  that  the  Senate  be  abolished  as  a  needless  expense,  as 
it  has  outlived  its  usefulness. 
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MII\TUTES  OF  THE  38th  ANNUAL  COWENTION  OF  THE  UNITED  FARMERS  OF  ALBERTA  HELD 
IN  THE  PALLISER  HOTEL,  CALGARY,  JANUARY  14-17th,  1947.  

The  38th  Convention  of  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta  o'^ened  at  10  a.m.  in 
the  Palliser  Hotel,  Cal"-ary,  with  president  r>eor<^e  i^..  Church  in  the  chair. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  F.  S,  Morley  pronounced  the  invocation. 

Alderman  Frank  Freeze  extended  a  welcome  to  the  dele  crates  on  behalf  of  the 
Mayor  of  Cal^-ary. 

Hon.  B.  Eruce  MacMillan,  Minister  of  A^^riculture  brou-^ht  preetin/^s  from  the 
provincial  government, 

CON^f^LNTION  CHAIRMAN.    Moved  leorere  Johnston,  Mr.  Wood  that  Mr.  Church  be 
convention  chairman  and  appoint  his  assistants. 

Mr.  Church  later  appointed  A.  B.  V-ood    Jonathan  Wheatley,  and  J.  K.  Sutherla-^d 
as  his  assistants. 

C,RE:Z11  ms .    V.ire  was  read  from  Ben  Plumer,  chairman  of  the  Alberta  Wheat  Pool, 
from  Viashinr^ton,  B.C.,  ex-nressin^-'  re-ret  at  his  inability  to  attend  the 
convention  and  wishing  the  delegates  ever"""  success. 

Moved  Johanson  Flock  that  suitable  replv  be  forwarded  to  Mr.  Plumer.  Carried. 

PRIVILI^tE  OF  THr  FLOOR.    Moved  Colvin,  Cameron,  that  we  extend  the  privilege 

of  the  floor  to  all  Visitors  who  are  members  of  the  U.F.A.  or  U.F.W.A.  Carried. 

PRESIDEMTI.^  addresses.    Mr.  Geor^re  Church,  who  pave  ^is  '-residential  address 
was  received  vdth  a^^nlause. 

Mrs  M.  E.  lowe.  President  of  the  U.F.W.A.,  cave  her  first  report  which  was  also 
received  x-dth  a'-iplause. 

Lawrence  Proudfoot,  Junior  U.F.A.  President,  jrave  his  first  report  as  president 
and  same  was  received  vdth  applause. 

BOARD  PL''^ORT.     Report  of  ti-e  Board  of  Directors  was  read  by  the  Secretary,  Miss 
Birch,  and  was  adopted  on  motion  of  Johanson^ Flock. 

Moved  that  we  adjourn  until  2  p.m.    Seconded  and  carried. 

TUESDAY  AFTERNOON  SESSION 

A.  B.  Wood  in  the  chair. 

REPORT  OF  ORDER  TF  BUSINESS  COMTTES.    Mr.  O'Neil  reported  on  behalf  of  the 
Order  of  Business  Committee. 

Resolution  No.  1  -  MERGER  (Covering  also  No.  4  in  the  ^ropram)  U.F.A.  Board. 

Be  it  resolved,  that  v/e  endorse  the  proposed  constitution  as  drawn  up  bv  the 
Contact  Committee  for  the  reorganization  of  the  Alberta  Federation-  of 
Agriculture. 

Moved  hennip,  McGorman  after  some  discussion. 
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Moved  I.  V.  Macklin  that  No.  5  be  taken  as  a  substitute  motion.     No  seconder. 
This  motion  was  not  acceoted  bv  the  chair. 

Koved  Macklin  that  we  table  resolution  No.  4  and  deal  with  resolution  No.  5. 
Seconded  Mrs.  Murray.  Lost. 

discussion  continued  on  No.  1.    Carried  unanimously. 
Mr.  Vvheatley  in  the  chair. 

No.  4A  -  CHANair:G  FINANCIAL  TEAR  OF  U.F.A.  (U.F.A.  Board) 

Be  it  resolved,  that  the  Board  be  --^iven  oower  to  r-han  ^e  the  financial  --ear  of 
the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta,  if  found  necessan''. 

Moved  C'Neil,  Mrs.  Lowe,  carried. 

INCREASED  REPRESENTATION  IN  A.F.A.  -  No.  lA  (U.F.A.  Board)     Be  it  resolved, 
that  until  such  time  as  com.rilete  unit""  in  farm  orranization  has  been  attained, 
we  request  increased  re^^resentation  on  the  Board  and  convention  of  the  Alberta 
Federation  of  Agriculture  for  the  af  iliate  membership  organizations. 

Moved  Church,  Hennig,  Carried. 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT  -  REVENUE  AI-D  EXPENDITURE. 

Moved  Byler,  KacLachlan,  that  the  statement  be  received.  Carried. 

Moved  J.  K.  Sutherland,  I.  V.  Macklin,  that  v/e  extend  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks 
to  the  United  Crain  Crowers  for  their  continued  financial  assistance.  Carried. 

BALANCE  SHEET.     Read  and  received. 

RESOLU^nON  xNo.  70  -  SULLHA  DRUCrS  (U.F.A.  Board)  Vhereas  sulnha  dru?s  are  very 
effective  in  treatinp-  certain  animal  diseases  if  administered  in  the  very  earlj'- 
stap-es,  and 

Vihereas,  these  dru^s  can  now  onl"*'  be  obtained  on  presentation  of  a  nrescriiD- 
tion  or  an  affidavit,  which  me?ns  the  loss  of  much  verv  valuable  time  in 
many  cases ; 

Therefore  we  ^eouest  the  crovernment  to  devise  some  other  safe  method  of  sellinn: 
these  drug's  to  bona  fide  purchasers,  such  as  the  s^^stem  now  used  b-"'  dru<^f^ists 
in  selling  strychnine,  etc.,  and 

Further  that  full  instructions  on  t'ne  use  of  the  drug's  in  the  treatment  of 
animals  be  f:'iven  those  purchasinp;  .the  drucs. 

Moved  Ward,  Hart.  Carried.. 

RESOLUTION  No.  3?.  (Coverinr  No.  39)  -  INCREASE  IN  FREIGHT  RA^gS  (Pelican  U.F.W.A 
local) 

Resolved,  that  we  absolutely  oppose  the  suc-:-ested  30^  increase  in  frei^^ht  rates 
in  view  --if  the  present  discrimination  af:'ainst  the  V.estem  farmers. 


Moved,   seconded  Gudlaur^son. 
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Moved  in  amendment  l\.  K.  V.'ard,  to  add  the  followinrr  -  "And  further  that 
we  support  the  r^rovincial  rrovernment  in  their  efforts  in  Drotestin'^  the 
increase  ir.  freif^ht  rates." 


Seconded  J.  K.  Schmaltz.  Carried. 


Amendment  car^^ied. 


Resolution  as  amended  carried. 


/VI4ALC-/J'ATIGN  OF  RAITV.AYS.  Koved  I.  V. 
demand  that  the  Canadian  Railway's  meet 
tion  under  the  Government  of  Canada  to 


F.acklin  "Be  it  resolved,  that  we 
their  increased  costs  bv  amalg'ama- 
be  operated  at  cost." 


Ceconded,  Carried. 


PESQLUTION  No.  f9  -  SOCIAL  SERVICE  TAX  (U.F.A.  Board)    Whereas,  the  Social 
Service  Tax,  is  levied  by  the  Government  as  a  direct  tax  on  land,  and 

Vihereas,  this  lew  discriminates  as  between  urban  and  rural  taxpayer  because 
of  the  ineouality  in  assessment,  and 

Whereas,  al]  property,  rarticularly  land,  is  taxed  far  too  heavi]"-  for  pur- 
poses of  ^rovidin'T  services  to  r^ersons,  and 

VJhereas,  nunicipalities  have  rractically  no  other  source  of  revenue  while  the 
Government  has  a  much  wider  basis  of  securing  funds; 

Therefore  v/e  reouest  th^^t  the  ,povernment  abolish  the  Social  Service  Tax.  im- 
mediately. 


Moved  H.  iLi.  Spencer,  Birnrs.  Carried. 


Mr.  IVood  in  the  chair. 


No.  10  -  ATTEMDANC:^  AT  SCHOOL  FOARD  yEETITO.   (Milo  U.F.VJ.A.  Conference) 

"Whereas,  an  intense  interest  in  education  has  alwa-^s  1  een  shown  b-"^  our  farm 
movements,  and  • 

Whereas,  this  interest  is  shown  b-''  the  Dassinrr  of  many  resolutions  at  annual 
conventions  and  conferences,  and 

Whereas,  at  the  annual  meetings  r.f  the  various  subdivisions  of  each  School 
Division  an  oonortunitv  is  criven  to  discuss  the  policv  of  the  Divisional 
Boards,  and 

l/Vhereas,   these  meetinp-s  are  as  a  (reneral  rule  very  roorly  attended; 

Be  it  resolved,  that  we  urre  al]  our  members  to  exercise  their  civil  rif^hts 
fullv  b'^  attending;  these  meetinfi^s  thus  helping  to  implement  the  resolutions 
they  pass  at  annual  farm  '-'atherin^s. 

Moved  ';ard.     Seconded  and  carried. 

No.  51  -  INCCm  TAX  EXrdMPTIOMS.  (Coverinr^  5U  and  55)  -  Vvetaskiwin  U.F.A. 
Federal  C .A . 

Vshereas,  the  present  exemptions  of  I120C.00  for  a  married  person  and  v'^50.00 
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for  a  single  person  are  not  sufficient  to  cover  livin'^'  costs; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  these  i^resent  exemntions  be  increased  to 
if2,000.C0  for  a  married  person  and  $1,000.00  for  sinp'le  rersons. 

Moved  Hart,  MacLachlan. 

Moved  in  amendment,  J.  H.  Schmaltz,  that  all  medical  exrenses  be  allowed 
as  deductible  income. 

Seconded  Hanson. 

Amendment  carried. 

Resolution  as  amended  carried. 

Ho.  52  -  EX5J-TTI0N  FOR  FARM  V.IFE  (V.'etaskiwin  U.F.A.  Federal  C.A.) 

'.'.hereas,  the  labor  of  the  farmer's  wife  is  not  recognized  b^'-  the  income  tax 
authorities; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  authorities  allow  an  exemption  of  at  least 
.ii750.00  for  the  labor  of  farmer's  vdfe  in  addition  to  the  rresent  married 
persons  exemrtion  of  ''"1,500.00. 

Koved  Schmaltz,  Baker.  Carried. 

No.  5^  -  I^'COMil.  TAX  (Coverin--  No.  ^^6)  -  McCaffert^-  U.F.A.  Local  No.  U 
VJhereas,  v,e  are  dissatisfied  with  the  Income  Tax  in  its  present  form; 
Therefore  be  it  resolved  - 

1.  That  the  Income  Tax  for  farmers  be  ^verac^ed  ^ver  a  five  ^ear  term; 

2.  That  breedini^  herds  be  recocnized  as  carital  assets  and  some  rlan  adopted 
to  distinguish  between  capital  and  income  in  livestock  disnersal  sales- 

3.  That  farmers'  wives  be  allowed  at  least  ii'50C.00  per  year  income  without 
taxation. 

U,     Thnt  farmers  be  relieved  of  responsi bilit-'-  of  collecting  income  tax  from 
hired  ''elo. 

Moved  H.  ill.  Sr;encer.    Seconded  and  carried. 

No.  58  -  INCOMli;  TAX  (Haultain  Local  U.F.A.)  Resolved,  that  farmers  income  tax 
be  deducted  at  its  source  ar,-^  t'  e  taxpayer  receive  an  adjustment  at  the  end  of 
the  ^^ear. 

No  mover. 

No.  59  -  INCOKi^  TAX  (V.etaskiwin  U.F.A.  Federal  C.A.)     Resolved,  that  capital 
gains  be  made  subject  to  Income  Tax, 


No  mover. 
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No.  65  -  TAXATION  OF  CO-OPERATIVES.  (Hanna  Local  U.F.A.)    V.'hereas,  co- 
operatives are  desir^ned  to  operate  at  cost  for  the  benefit  of  their  mem- 
bers and  an^-  surplus  is  undoubted]-/  the  property  of  individual  members  and 
as  such  is  subject  to  individual  income  tax. 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,   that  vs  .re  stron^-i"''  o-^posed  to  anv  and  all  rnrms 
of  income  tax  im.posed  on  co-orerati ves  ai'ri  ask  that  -nil  farm  or'^anizations 
in  Canada  '^rotest  this  action  through  the  Car^adian  Federation  of  Agriculture. 

l-'oved  J.  K.  Sutherland,  Baker.  Carried. 

No.  11  -  FARKulRS'  FCLIDAY.  (Medicine  Hat  Federal  C.A.)     "Resolved,  that  the 
Farmers'  Holi'ia^--  nov/  set  at  June  21st  be  set  at  a  no'^r-esnondin'-  date  in  July. 

Moved  Maclachlan.     Seconded  an^  ^a^-ried. 

No.  24  -  DUCK  SEASON.  (Kedicine  Hat  Federal  C.A.)    ^^esolved    that  thf^re  be  no 
restricted  at^eas  in  ^rain  ^rovin:-  districts  durinr'  the  shootin-^'  seas'^n. 

Moved,  seconded  Hahle.  Lost. 

C-REt^JTI NGS .    Viires  wishinc-  the  co-'Vention  every  success  were  received  from 
Radio  Station  CFGP  and  the  Edjnonton  Horse  Co-operative. 

No.  25  -  BQUMTV  Qf  COYOTES  -  (Haultain  U.F.A.  Local)    Resolved,  that  the 
Provincial  Covernment  pav  a  bounty  of  Five  Hollars  (-^5.00)  on  coyotes  the 
year  around. 

Moved  seconded  and  carried. 

No.  22  -  VJiiiED  KILLERS  -  Grande  Frairie  D.A.    VJhereas,  the  use  of  selective 
v^e  e^  killers  pives  considerable  rromise,  and 

Vhereas,  if  the  cost  could  be  reduced  to  a  reasonable  fi^nire  it  woul^'  become 
standard  practice,  and 

Vvhereas,  many  brands  of  2-4-D  are  bein-  sold  to  farmers  at  exhorbitant  prices, 
and  in  rriany  instances  tests  bv  ex^^erimental  farm  staffs  and  district  agricul- 
turists have  found  that  many       these  '^repa-'^ations  are  almost  worthless  and 
only  a  few  of  the  scores  of  brands  offered  for  sale  are  of  any  practical 
va]  ue ; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  demand  that  the  p^overnment  protect  the 
r^ople  by  ^rohibitinp  the  sale  of  unproven  '-roducts,  and 

Further  resolve  that  the  Federal  and  Provincial  De-^artments  nf  Agriculture 
protect  the  farmers  from  this  exploitation  of  hi^h  costs  by  sunnlyin?  munici- 
ralities  with  the  most  effective,  selective  weed  killers,   and  the  machines 
to  apr^lv  the  same  at  cost,   for  it  is  the  conviction  of  this  convention  that 
under  the  present  '^rofit  channels  oP  distribution  the  hi^h  cost  to  the  farmers 
will  continue  so  as  to  make  the  use  of  these  weed  killers  ^prohibitive. 

Moved  Flint,  Cudlauf^son. 

Mr.  Lons^man,  Deputy  Minister  of  A  riculture,  addressed  the  delegates  in  connec- 
tion, with  weed  killers. 

Resolution  was  carried. 
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No.  71  -  MDICAI.  2 KAI-II NATION  OF  IM^rRANTS  -  Horse  fiills  U.F.V.'.A.  Local. 

Whereas  J%  of  the  ^olish  veterans  brought  to  Canada  to  vork  on  farms  have 
T.B.  and  small  numbers  are  carriers  of  venereal  disease; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  all  such  immirrants  to  Canada  be  sub;'ected 
to  a  thorou'^'h  medical  examination  so  that  on]  '  those  vith  a  dean  bill  of 
health  be  allowed  to  enter  Canada. 

(Similar  resolution  from  Arrowwood  U.F.l'-.A.  Local) 

Seconded  and  carried. 

No.  16  -  VEMEREAL  DISEASE  (C-rande  I'rairie  D.A.)    Whereas,  venerea]  diseases 
are  on  the  increase,  and 

V/hereas,  rresent  lec^is]ation  is  not  bcin^  enforced,  and  even  :i  f  enforced 
wou] d  still  be  insufficient  to  core  >ri. th  this  national  menace: 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  v/e  recuest  the  provincial  government  to  enact 
len'islation  makirp-  a  medical  examination  to  determine  the  r^resence  or  absence 
of  venereal  disease  comi'^ulsorv,  not  only  before  the  issuinn-  of  a  marriape 
license  but  annuallv  to  every  resident  of  Alberta,  the  cost  of  the  examination 
to  be  T^aid        the  povernment,  anH  that  free  treatment  be  ^^rovided  for  those 
affected,  and 

Further  be  it  re'solved.  that  the  other  provinces  be  ur-ed  to  adont  similar 
legislation  so  th^it  an  ade^-uate  cairir^ip-n  a'-ainst  these  diseases  m.a^-  become 
ration  wide. 

Knved  rvler,  KacLachlan.  Ca-^ried. 

No.  1^  -  RESEARCH  IM  A^.THRITIC  A^?  RHEUT-!aTIC  DISEASES.     (Acadia  U.F.A.  Federal 

cXl  

Vi/hereas,  it  has  been  estimated  that  there  are  well  over  6CC,000  cases  of 
arthritic  and  rheumatic  disease  in  Canada,  and 

'Whereas,  very  little  research  vfork  is  bein^  do^  e  to  find  the  cause  and  there- 
fore a  cure  for  this  ~reat  crirr]er  of  the  huma-^  race,  and 

Vvhereas,  there  are  no  clinics  and  very  ]imited  facilities  for  snecial  treat- 
ment and  study  of  this  disease; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  both  Provincial  and  Federal  Covernments 
to  rrovide  adequate  grants  of  mioney  to  the  end  that  at  least  five  i^overament 
o^^Tled  and  orerated  hospitals  be  established  at  strategic  -^oints  in  Canada. 
These  institutions  to  have  adeouate  clinic  and  laborator    equiriment  to  the  end 
that  i^-itensive  research  can  be  carried  on  with  rrovision  that  nostcfraduate 
facilities  be  available  to  doctors  and  -^urses,  and 

Further,   we  believe  as  this  is  a  nation-wide  -problem  that  tbese  institutions 
be  owned  and  cerated  b;^'-  the  Federal  '^rovernment . 

Koved  C.  K.  Sutherland.   l.V.  Macklin.  Carried. 

Moved  J,  H.  Sch.'naltz  that  v;e  do  mv/  ?^.ourn  until  ^  -^.m. 


Seconded  and  carried  ^t  ^  p.m. 
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TUESDAY  EVENING. 

Mr.  I'jheatley  in  the  chair. 

FR AT hiR NAL  DELEGATES .     E.  H.  Keith  broufrht  fraternal  ^reetin^s  fro'^  the  Alberta 
Vv'heat  Pool  and  S.  S.  Sears  brou^rht  '^reetinf's  from  the  United  Grain  Growers. 

Mr.  Church  in  the  chair, 

ADDRESS  BY  THE  HON.  JAMES  G.  GARDINER.    Mr.  Church  introduced  the  Hon.  James 
G.  Gardiner,  Federal  Minister  of  Acrriculture,  who  addressed  the  delegates  for 
an  hour  and  a  half  and  ansvrered  cuestions  for  a  further  three-ouarters  of  an 
hour.    The  first  hour  of  Mr.  Gardiner's  address  was  broadcast. 

Roy  Marler,  President  of  the  Alberta  Federation  of  Ar^riculture  thanked  Mr. 
Gardiner  on  behalf  of  the  delegates. 

Meetin^^  adjourned  at  10:30  p.m. 

Vv'EDNESDAY  MORNING. 

J.  K.  Sutherland  in  the  chair. 

CO-OP  REPORT.  Norman  F.  ^riestley,  general  manar^er  of  the  U.F.A.  Central  Co- 
operative, read  the  report  of  the  Board  which  was  discussed  clause  by  clause. 

Moved  Schmaltz,  Flock,  that  the  report  of  the  Board  be  received.    After  dis- 
cussion this  was  carried. 

Mr.  Priestle-"  introduced  heads  of  de^-iartments  Messrs.  McCool,  Thornton,  Riley, 
Jessen,  Shore,  and  Hoppins,  to  the  convention. 

At  11:55  the  ladies  .''oined  the  rreetin!'  for  nomination  "^f  U.F.A.  '^resident. 

NOMINATIONS .    Georee  Church  nominated.    A.  P.  VJood  nomj.nated  but  withdrew. 
J,  K.  Sutherland  nominated  but  withdrew. 

Mr.  Church  was  therefore  declared  elected  president  of  the  Orp^anization  b^'" 
acclamation. 

He  thanked  the  delei^ates  for  their  confidence  in  him  and  expressed  appreciation 
of  the  crreat  honor  bestowed  upon  him  b"  beino-  a^ain  elected  to  the  -presidency 
of  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta. 

Moved  Macklin,  Wilson  that  we  do  now  adjourn  until  2  p.m.  Carried. 

>.EDNESDAY  AFTERNOON  • 

J.  M.  V.'heatle-"-  in  the  chair. 

Nominations  for  Vice--nresident : 

Mr.  Randall  nominated  M.  H.  Ward  who  withdrew 
George  Johnston  nominated  Paul  Farnalls 
Mr.  Dahl  nominated  A.  B.  Wood 

Mr,  Pritchard  nominated  £.  L.  O'Neil  who  withdrew 
E.  Cammaert  nominated  J.  M.  Viheatlev  who  withdrew 
Mr.  Carey  nominated  J.  K.  Sutherland  who  withdrew 
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Moved  Care:'-  that  nominations  cease.     Seconded,  Carried. 
Mr.  Wood  took  the  chair. 

No.        -  CONTACT  COM-'ITTEE.     (U.F.A.  Board)    Be  it  resolved,  that  v/e  recomirend 
that  the  contact  coiranittee  be  continued, 

Noved  Colvin,  Flock,  carried. 

No.  2  -  STRIKES  (Covering  No,  ?)  (Haultain  U.F.4.  Local)    Resolved  th«t  we  favor 
direct  action,  but  that  no  direct  strike  action  be  taken  unless  a  vote  of  the 
entire  membershio  of  the  bona  fide  farmers        the  Alberta  Federation  of  Af^ri- 
cu] ture  is  favorable  to  such  strike  ar^tion  thus  ensuri^ic'  unit'-  amoncf  Alberta's 
or<7anized  farm  bodies. 

Moved  Baker,  Ilacklin. 

Moved  hanson  "-rovided  that  this  action  does  n-^t  involve  an^^  breach  of  the 
land."    Seconded  h-r  :  cl^eer.  Lost. 

Moved  Caneron,  Henni^-^  that  all  the  vrords  after  "resolved"  be  struck  out  and 
the  fo"'lowincf  substituted  "I'Ve  recognize  the  ri  r^t  of  Canadian  farmers  to 
vithhold  their  nroducts  ■from  f^e  irarket  if  and  when  circumstances  i^^arrant  such 
action  tut  that  no  direct  strike  action  be  taken  until  after  full  consultation 
with  our  associates  in  t>^e  Alberta  Federation  of  Agriculture  and  until  ever-"- 
reasonable  effort  has  i-pen  '-"ade  by  democratic  forms  of  T'e-^resentation  to  achieve 
the  ends  desired." 

Moved  Silencer  in  amendm.ent  to  delete  the  words  "Alberta  Federation  of  /■I'-'ri  cul- 
ture" and  insert  the  words  "organized  Farmers".    Seconded  and  carried. 

Moved  Camjnaert  and  seconded  that  the  resolution  be  sent  back  to  the  resolutions 
committee  for  redrafting.  Carried, 

Moved  that  we  limit  the  ar'dresses  of  s-^eakers  or  an-^?-  one  resolution  to  3 
minutes.    Seconded  and  carried, 

Mr.  Vi'heatlev  in  the  chai.r, 

NOMINEES  FOR  VICE-^RaSIDSMT .    Messrs.  Paul  Farnalls  and  A.  B.  Wood  addressed 
the  delegates. 

No.  15  -  ATHLETIC  TRAP^lNrr  (Edo-erton  U.F.W.A.  Conference)    Whereas,  we  consider 
athletic  training'  and  snorts  ar-^  of  benefit  to  our  -"^oung  -oeonle; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  more  encourarrem.ent  be  f-fiven  to  athletic  training 
and  local  clubs  snonsor  rrovincial  competitions. 

Moved.    Seconded  Mrs.  Ta  lor.  Carried. 

No.  IP  -  RES.^IARCH  IN  A^iIMAL  DISEASES  (Medicine  Hat  Federal  C.A.)    Whereas,  live- 
stock '-producers  lose  lar<^e  sums  annuall-^'-  because  of  lack  of  veterinar-'  assis- 
tance and  knovrled"-e  of  anim.al  disease: 

Be  it  resolved,   that  a  deduction  be  made  from  returns  to  livestock  r^roducers, 
sa^'  one-half  of  one  '-^ercent,   for  the  '^ur'oose  of  ■^rom.otin'^  res'  ^irch  in  the 
matter  of  animal  disease,  nutrition  and  breedinf\   such  research  to  be  directed 
b-"-  the  Oe^artment  of  ATiculture  and  Universit-v-  of  All-  rta. 
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Koved  and  seconded. 

Moved  in  amendment  Baker,  Randall,  to  strike  o\it  "that  a  deduction  be  nade  from 
returns  to  livestock  -rodncers  of  sav  h  of  l'^"  and  to  insert  the  follovdn'? 
"That  we  ask  t'^^e  ^^rovincia],  f^overnment  to  five  a  -^rant  for  this  ^^urr^ose" .  Amend- 
ment carried. 

Resolution  as  amended  carried. 

REPORT  OF  CREDSHTIAL  COMITTaE.    M.  H.  Vard.  chairman,  rer^orted  as  follows  for 
the  credential  committee. 


U.F.A.  Dele  crates  -  132 

U.F.A.  Directors  -  _15 

Total  147 

U.F.W.A    Dele<Tates  -  10? 

U.F.Vl'.A    Directors  -  I6 

Total  124 

Junior  Branch  Delef^ates-  5 
Juni'^r  Branch  Directors-  U 

9 

280 


Moved  'vard  and  seconded  that  the  rerort  be  adonted.  Carried, 

ADDRESS  OF  F.  J.  FITZPATRICK.    Mr,  Fitzpatrick,  Su^^ervisor  of  Co-o-erative 
Activities,  briefly''  addressed  the  convention.    He  was  .c^iven  a  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  at  the  conclusion. 

No .  2  -  STRI KE  (Redraft)     Vvhereas,  we  recognize  the  ric^ht  of  Canadian  farmers  to 
withhold  their  nrodiK^t  from  the  market  if  and      en  circumstances  varrant  such 
action. 

Be  it  resolved,  that  no  direct  strike  action  be  taken  unless  a  vote  of  the  entire 
meiTibershi'f^  of  the  bona-fide  farmers  of  Alberta  is  favorable  b^-  three-cuarters 
m.ajorit;"-  to  such  strike  action,  and 

Be  it  further  resolved,  that  no  strike  action  be  taken  until  after  full  consul- 
tation with  the  G.F.A. 

'Moved  Eif-cfs,  Hennifr. 

Chairman  advised  the  delegates  that  Mr.  A.  B.  V.ood  of  Dev;t:ern.'-  had  been  elected 
Vice-'^resident  of  the  Assn.    Mr.  iivood  thanked  the  delegates  for  the  honor  accorded 
him  and  rromlsed  to  do  his  best  to  fulfil  bis  res-^onsibilities . 

STRIKES.     D:^scussion  continued  on  resolution  No,  2. 

Moved  Church,  seconded  th'it  we  raise  the  3  minute  limit  to  5  minutes  in  discussion 
on  this  strike  nuestion.  Lost. 

'Moved  in  amendment  to  the  resolution- Cameron  to  add  the  follovdn<^  clause  "Until 
everv  effort  to  secure  the  desired  results  b^^  negotiation  has  failed."  Seconded 
Colvin.    Amend.ment  carried. 

Moved  in  am.endment  Bi/^f^s  to  strike  nut  the  word  "^ihereas"  and  add  the  words  "Be 
it  resolved"  in  the  first  clause.     Seconded.  Carried. 
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Moved  Macklin  that  discussion  on  tbis  resolution  be  tabled  to  hear  ^^r.  Scott  of 
the  Lethbridce  Co-or>erative  ^ackers.    Seconded  and  carrn.ed. 

L  STH  BR  I  Wv.  CO  -or  R  T'l  V  -7  r  f^r,  KERS .    W.  W.  Scott,   sa?es  manatrer  for  the  pronosed 
co-operative,  addressed  the  dele^at^s  fdvin'-'  information  rer^ardin^  tbe  rronosed 
packin?'  plant  at  J  ethbridf^e .    He  asked  the  delegates  to  sunnort  the  ^roiect  bv 
buyin-^  shares  of  ifSO.OO  each,    he  also  asked  U.F.A.  Central  Co-o'^erative  to 
assist  theT  b-  loaning  them  mone-f. 

Mr.  V.heatley,  chairman,  thanked  Iir.  Scott  for  the  information  he  l^ad  civen  the 
delet^ates . 

FoA^ed  Cameron  that  v.'e  ad;ourn  until       ^.m.     Seconded  and  carried. 

WHIDNESDAY  EVENING. 

Mr,  Church  in  t^^e  cV-.qir. 

C> .  M.  ';'heatlev  broufi^ht  fraternal  r^reetin^s  from  the  i^ssociation  of  Rural  Munici- 
palities, 

J.  R.  Love  Virouo-ht  fraternal  "-reetincs  from  the  Alberta  Co-n^erative  W  holesale. 

J.  h,.  Brownlee  addressed  the  delegates  for  an  hour  on  "Some  Jmnressions  of  London 
and  the  International  Farm  Conference".    Following  the  address  Mr.  Rrowilee 
shov^ed  a  number  of  colored  slides  that  he  had  taken  while  on  his  trip. 

h^e  vas  accorded  a  very  heart-"  vote  of  thanks, 

Meetincr  ad^^ourned  at  10:4^  until  °:30  Thursdav  m-orninrf. 

THURSDAY  MORNINO. 

J.  K.  Sutherland  in  the  chair. 

CO-0^  FlfvANCIAL  STATEMENT.      Kr.  Norman  Rriestle^^,   -eneral  manac^er,  read  the 
financial  statement  of  the  co-orerative  which  was  considered  clause  b-^'-  clause. 
Adoption  was  m.oved  b^-  Mr.  Byler.    Seconded  and  carried. 

No.  ^3  -  CHANGE  HF  TEA^..    l-hereas  tbe  financial  vear  of  the  ''entral  Co-o-erative 
now  closes  on  October  "^Ist,  and 

\\hereas,  this  date  was  set  in  1^3^  for  the  purpose  of  makinf^  the  financial  returns 
submitted  to  the  Annual  Convention  as  up-to-date  as  practicable,  and 

Whereas,  in  the  r^ast  nine  vears  the  business  of  the  Co-operative  has  prown  to 
such  proportions  that  it  is  im.possible  to  complete  financial  returns,  allocate 
dividends  and  compute  membership  in  time  for  the  Annual  Convention  in  t^anuarvj 

Be  it  therefore  resolved  that  the  Co-op.  Board  be  empowered  to  chan.p;e  the  end  of 
the  financial  year  of  the  Co-o^^erative  to  Jul'<^  31st  or  some  other  suitable  date. 

Moved  Cameron,  Mueller,  Carried. 

No.  8  -  U.F.A.  CO-OP  REVOLVINO  PI  AN    (V'etaskivan  U.F.A.  Federal  C.A.)  Uhereas, 
U.F.A,  Central  Co-operative  Association  is  operatinf^  on  the  system  of  the 
revolving  door  plan  and 


I 


114 

-  11  - 

V-'hereas,  there  had  been  no  srenified  time  r-iven  as  to  v^hen  the  rloor  will  stsrt 
to  revolve; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  t.h»t  we  ijrce  the  U.F.A.  Board  to  release  information 
T-ei-fardin^  r-.a^rrnent  of  dividends. 

Moved  Pritchard,  Baker. 

iioved  ,  .  J.  Church  that  this  resolution  he  tabled.    Seconded  and  carried. 

No.  46  -  CtRA^^^TS  for  health  SERVICES  (Grande  ^rairie  D.A.)    Whereas,  sorpe  of  the 
i^rovinces  ^'dth  few  natural  resources  are  not  able  to  "±ve  adequate  health 
service  to  keen  the  r^eople  in  c^ood  health; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  Federal  Government  be  uro:ed  to  make  larf^er 
tyrants  for  this  '^ur^'ose  until  such  time  as  that  government  be  empowered  to 
administer  health  services. 

Moved  Macklin,  Baker.  Carried, 

No.  39  -  COST  CP  PRODUCTION  (Covering-  also  34,  35,  3^,  3^,  ^>c  3^)  (Medicine  Hat 
Federal  C.A.)     Be  it  resolved,  that  i^"  the  cost  of  -^reduction  of  f ar^^-  ^roduce 
continues  to  rise  the  return  for  farm  T-roduce  should  be  raised  according] y. 

Koved  Byler,  Hanson.  Carried. 

No.  32  -  PHOTi'JN  HRADINr-  OF  VH-^AT  (North  Peace  Pjver  D.A.)    i^'hereas,  the  ?radin^ 
of  v^heat  on  a  nrotein  basis  is  nov  bei'-'-  j ^vestip-ated  b-^""  a  committee  the 
Board  of  Crain  Commissioners; 

Be  it  resolved,  f^at  this  convention  of  farmers  impress  unon  tbe  said  Committee 
that  we  rrefer  r>roteln  ^^radin."  to  restriction       wheat  acrea-^e  but  believe  that 
there  is  no  need  for  either  in  the  immediate  future.    Ve  are  also  o^^  the  oninion 
that  adenuate  markets  '^an        f^onn'-^  -fm"  low  '^r'^te'in  v^'"eat  in  ;'sia  for  man^^  ^^ears 
to  come:  and 

Be  it  fu-'-'t^er  resolved,  that  the  P -ace  River  Countr""-  should  he  rneresented  on 
anv  committee  stud.vin"'  nrotein  o-radin'^  as  it  is  a  vital  cuestion  in  that  dis- 
trict. 

Moved  Macklin,  MacKav. 

Moved  Randal],  Baker,  that  the  resolution  be  tabled  and  re^^erred  to  tbe  board. 
Carried. 

No.  '^3  -  PRICg  OF  WHEAT  TO  FIILSRS  (V/etaskiwin  U.F.A.  Federal  C.A.)  Whereas, 
wheat  enterinf^  into  the  m.anufacture  of  Canadian  bread  is  sold  to  the  millers 
at  51.25  rer  busbel,  and 

Vhereas,  this  constitutes  a  subsidv  to  the  consumer  taken  out  of  the  farm.er's 
nocket; 

Therefore  be  it  rerolved,  that  the  X^heat  Board  collect  the  export  nrice  for 
wheat  pu'^nlied  to  Canadian  millers. 

Moved  Ea>er,  Colvin,  Carried. 

No.  42  -  CANADIAN  V'HF,/\T  BOARD.  (North  ^eace  River  D.A.)  ^esolved,  that  this 
convention  reouest  t>.at  the  Canadian  v  heat  Board  be  m.ade  a  -ermanent  or^^ani- 
zation,  and  be  extended  to  be  the  sole  -marketi      '^^o-anization  for  all  commerr'ial 


'Tain,  and 

Further,  we  ar^p  stro"'^]"''  or-roseH  to  the  re-orienin^"  of  the  ''anniperr  ^yr^in  Exchann-e, 
Moved  KacKay,  MacLachlan.  Carried. 

Mo.  Z:3  -  GRMM  FOR  EUROPE  (Coverin-  also  44)  (North  Feace  River  D.A.)  Whereas,  we 
are  told  there  is  a  very  f^rave  dan^^er  of  nan^'  -^eorle  starvinr  in  Suror^e,  and 

V.hereas,  there  is  a  1:  r^e  amount  of  -^rain  used  in  nakin-^  ]iouor  and  beer; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  f^rain  beinrr  used  in  the  Tiakin"^  of  licuor-  and 
beer  be  sent  to  the  hun^^rv  ^eople  of  hiurone. 

Moved.    Seoonded  HacKaT-.  Carried. 

Mo.  40  -  RARLEV  BONUS  (Riverton  Local  U.F.^.)  Resolved,  that  this  convention  is 
in  favor  of  a  bonus  of  ^'^.CO  ^er  acre  f^r  barlev  instead  of  the  ^resent  fifteen 
cent  differential  per  bushel. 

Foved,  seconded  and  carried, 

Ko.  76  -  ^RICE  OF  VKE^T  FOR  DOMii.^TlC  CO^'SUFPTION  (U.F.A.  Foard)     'v^ereas,  the 
wheat  '^rower  has  suffered  an  un.'^ust  loss  of  income  bv  reason  of  the  Federal 
'^rove:^nment '  s  ^olic-"-  of  '^^a'^in-''  the  farirer  onl-^'-  01.25  '^er  bushel  for  wheat  enterinq; 
do-nestic  consumption; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,   1  hat  we  ask  the  Federal  'Government  to  raise  the  -^rice 
of  v'^e^it  enterin    domestic  ro'^sum'^ti on  to  -■■'1.^'^.  and 

Further  that  a  comriensatin"  adjustment  be  made  in  the  price  of  all  wheat  enterincr 
int'^  domestic  c-  -^sum^tion  since  the  -^rice  contr-ol  •oolic^^  was  instituted. 

Moved  ['  a  rd ,  'ludl^iu  '^son . 

Moved  in  am.endment  J.  H,  Schm.altz  that  vl.55  be  substituted  for  !i"l.R5.  Seconded 
Flock.    Amendment  carried. 

Resolution  as  amended  carried. 

No.  90  -  EVACUEES  OF  BRITISH  BLOCK  (U.F.A.  Board)  Whereas,  in  our  oninion,  owin^ 
to  the  urgency  of  war  ■p^^eparatioi''-  a  f^rave  in^^'ustice  in  the  matter  of  comren- 
sation  was  inadvertantly  committed  a^'-ainst  the  evacuated  settlers  of  what  is 
known  as  the  British  Block; 

Be  it  resolved,  that  we  stronrl;"'  uri^e  this  '^uestion  be  reopened  in  order  to 
ad.'^ust  the  matter  on  a  more  equitable  basis. 

Moved  HacLachlan,  '^rudlaucson . 

Agreed  to  allow  Mr.  MacLachlan  more  than  3  m.inutes  to  brinr  this  matter  before 
the  delep;ates. 

Mr.  O'Neil  moved  on  behalf  of  the  Order  ^f  Business  Committee  that  at  ?  o"' clock 
there  be  a  ;oint  session  to  continue  discussion  on  the  stri'-^e  resolution  to  be 
follovred  at  3:'^0  b;''-  f'raternal  f^reetin/^s  from,  the  Alberta  T^ederation  of  Acrricul- 
ture  and  the  Alberta  Farm.ers  Union. 


Moved  PirrfTS,  Randall,  th^t  the  meetinrf  adjourn  until  2  p.m.  Carried. 


-  13  - 


116 


THURSDAY  /AFTERNOON. 

I'D  in  t  Session. 

A.  B.  Viond  in  the  nh^iir. 

STRIKE .    Moved  Mcn^orman  t^st  the  resolution  on  strike  he  lif*ted  fro"  the  table. 
Seconded  and  carried. 

Moved  MacTeod,  Sutherland  t>^at  "hona  fide  far>mers  or^ani/atj on"  he  deleted  and 
"United  farmers  of  Alberta,"  be  substituted.     Amendment  carried. 

Foved  in  amendment  Hennif^,  Sutherland,  that  the  vords  "ste^s  be  taken  toward"  be 
inserted  before  the  word  "strike". 

J.  M.  Vheatle^"  in  the  chair. 

Moved  >lr    Randa]  ]  that  ve  ta^-le  this  resoTutio  '    ^or  one  -'■ear.     No  seconder. 
Moved  Colvin,  Haker  that  the  '^revi  ous  ruestion  be  novr  ^^ut.  Serried. 
Resolution  as  amended  carried. 

INTRODUCTION  OF  -'RESS.    Mr.  Aheatle-^  introduced  various  me^ibers  of  the  -ress  who 
v.'ere  oresent  rerortin-"  the  convention.    The-"  were  extended  a  vote  of  thanks  for 
the  coverage  they  vere  -^ivinp;  the  convention. 

Mr.  Church  in  the  chair, 

FRATERN/*!  DEIii.rT.ATES.    Carl  Stiranfle,  ^resident  of  the  Alberta  Farmers  Union 
brought  P'reetin'^s  from  that  or<7anization. 

AIBERTA  FED^'IR.hTION  GF  AGRICULTURE.     Roy  Marler,  r>resident,  brouc^ht  c^reetin^-'s  from 
the  Alberta  Federation. 

Mr,  Hoptjel  of  Rock7''ford,  whose  two  daughters  had  received  outstandin'^  awards  at 
the  recent  Chicago  fair,  was  introduced  to  the  delegates. 

CREDENTI<\IS  CCT^aTTEE.  M.  H.  Ward  reported  on  behalf  of  t'^e  credentials  oommittee 
that  2^f^  delegates  were  re  -istered,  and  that  the  oool  rate  had  been  set  at  ?^13.C0. 

Mr.  Ward  moved  the  adontion  of  the  re^^ort  which  v^as  seconded  b-^'-  Sutherland  and 
carried . 

No.  12  -  '/■j'ORLD  CQVERNMSNT  (Souare  Deal  U.F.V'.A.  Conference)    vhRreas,  the  last 
annual  convention  of  the  U.F.A.  included  am.on^  its  objectives  ti^e  su'^nort  of  all 
educational  and  other  effoi^ts  in  the  interests  of  -  rin  inc  -into  'Hein-T  nctive 
O'oeration  some  t:""^e  of  world  f^overnment  with  t^e  rerui  red  dele  -ated  authorit-"-  and 
rower  to  '^revent  all  wars  in  the  future; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  t,he  constitution  of  the  new  Farm.ers'  Organization 
in  Alberta  include  this  amonn-  its  ob.'ectives. 

No  mover. 

No.  13  -  'A'CRLD  GOVERNMENT.  (Acadia  U.F.A.  Provincial  District  Assn.)  Resolved, 
that  this  con^'■ention  heartil'^  endorse  and  su^'^'oort  the  -proposal  of  Ivorld  Govern- 
ment in  the  interests  of  Universal  Peace,  and  that  a  cory  o^  this  resolution  be 
sent  to  the  Alberta  Federation  of  Agriculture  for  consideration  and  action  at 
their  next  annual  convention. 
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Iloved  Sutherland,  Baker,  carried. 

Mo.  Ih  -  Affiliation  with  United  T-'ations  Oro;anization  (Delia  U.F.W.A.  Conference) 
V;hereas,   f^e  U.F.A.  included  amonf^  its  ob;'ectives  the  suT^port  of  all  educational 
and  other  efforts  to  establish  some  t-'Tie  '^f  world  '-overnment ,  and 

V  hereas,  the  U.F.A.  vras  in  t'r  e  rast  a  member  of  the  League  of  Nations  Society; 

Therefore  bp  it  resolved,  that  the  U.F.A.  beco^ne  an  associate  member  of  the  United 
Nations  C  r-^'anization. 

Moved  Sutherland,  Baker.  Carried. 

No.  64  -  NATIONAL  F1L¥  BOARD  (Hanna  Local  U.F.A.)    V.hereas,   t^e  Canadian  National 
Film  Board  was  a  wartime  develonment  designed  to  enable  Canadian  reonle  to  become 
aware  of  the  economic  contribution  which  our  reonle  were  makincf  to  mobilize  war 
effort,  and 

v'.hereas,  st  the  time  when  it  becam.e  evident  that  the  war  vras  drawinp  to  a  close 
a  very  strong  viewpoi'^t  was  expressed  b-^  man"""  ^rouos  of  -^eople  that  tbe  National 
Film  Board  should  be  continued  as  a  peacetime  resnonsibilitv  of  the  Federal 
Government.    In  the  development  of  this  desire  this  organization  took  a  very 
earl-^  and  determined  stand,  tVie  '-peacetime  objective  of  the  Board  beinr'  to  have 
Canadians  more  full^^  aware       the  economic  development  o^  Canadian  people,  our 
potentialities,  our  ■problems  and  our  future  rievelorment ; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  v^e  ex^-iress  our  -j-npreciation  of  th^  work  of  the 
National  Film  Board  in  the  above  ob;'ectives  and  narticularl-^"  do  vre  voice  our 
apriroval  of  the  polic;"'  of  the  Board  in  ma'^in--  available  to  o-roups  of  isolated 
rural  -^eople  an  opportunitv  to  visualize  something  of  the  development  and  the 
problems  '""'f  Canadians  through  the  medium  of  t>e  movin-  -nicture,  and 

Further  he  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  the  Dominion  i^rovernment  to  continue  and 
develop  this  work  even  "further,  m.ore  ■narticularl"'''  in  an  effort  to  serve  isolated 
and  thinly  populated  areas  of  Canada  throu-'h  the  m;edium  of  sound  and  technicolor. 

Moved  Sutherland,  Schmaltz.  Carried. 

No.  6 A  -  INSPECTION  OF  SCHOOL  BUS^ilS.  (Kia  Ora  U.F.Vv.A.)     Resolved,  that  all 
school  buses  be  '"government  inspected  recnjlar]^'-  to  make  them  safe  and  T-revent 
dan.-^er  of  fire. 

Moved  Paker.    Seconded.  Carried. 

No.  73  -  Tr.AGHINCx  OF  CO-O^SRATION.  (U.F.A.  Foard)    V.hereas,  our  co-or^erative 
business  institutions  exert  a  stabilizin  -  effect  on  the  economy  of  the  nation, 
and 

V.hereas,  these  institutions  afford  an  eouitable  method  of  distributing  wealth, 
curbincf  activities  of  monopolies  and  stavinc  off  denr-essions  within  their  sphere 
of  influence; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  these  features  of  co-operative  enter'^rise  be 
included  in  the  course  of  social  studies  for  '^u.blic  sc'f^ools. 

Moved  Macklin,  seconded  and  carried. 

No,.        -  TSACFI'IR  SHORTAGS  (U.F.A.  Foard)    Vhereas,  there  is  a  most  serious  short- 
ace  of  school  teachers  in  Alberta  to  such  an  extent  that  manv  schools  have  had 
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to  remain  closed  and  have  had  to  use  corresnondence  courses  for  their  pupils  or 
students,  and 

l^hereas,  the  rirovidinf^  of  sufficient  nualified  teachers  is  a  res'^nnpi bilit;"- 
soleD.y  of  the  Department  of  Education- 

he  it  resolved,  that  the  Department  o^  education  make  ]oans  to  selected  students 
sufficient  to  nav  the  fair  cost  of  trainin^^  for  teachers  and  that  such  loan  shall 
be  reiDayable  in  three  eoual  annual  installments  hut  refundable  to  tl^e  student 
if  such  student  remains  in  the  teaching  service  for  f-ie  full  three  ■'■ears. 

Moved  Srencer,   seconded  and  carried. 

No.  1^-  -  CHANG^h;  T?J  KDUCATIOW.  SYSTEM.  (Vetaskiwin  I'.F.A.  Federal  C.A.)  Whereas, 
the  r'^esent  Snter'-'rise  S-f-stem  is  unsuitable  in  our  rural  schools    owi^^  to 
lack  of  necessar^"-  materials,  time  and  indifferent  teachinc',  and 

..'hereas,  it  is  impossible  to  teach  enter-nrise  work  and  control  nine  tirades,  and 

Vhereas,  because  of  the  two  ^orep-oin-^  -ooints  tl-e  fundamentals  have  been  nec^lected 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  a  drastic  chanp-e  be  made  in  the  '^r-esent  educational 
set-un. 

Moved  "'ritchard,  Baker.  Lost. 

No.  20  -  COST  OF  ?,DUCATIOi:  (North  ^-"eace  River  D.A.)    V hereas,  the  cost  of  education 
and  t>ie  o-eration  of  schools  is  continuall"  risin^^,  and  the  existing  system  of 
raisin^'  local  revenue,  particularl;^''  in  the  districts  of  low  assessment,  arrears 
to  be  reachinr-  its  maximum  limits,  and 

V  hereas,  it  is  recognized  that  the  rroner  education  o^  our  --"isin  -  veneration  is 
a  matter  of  acute  national  interest; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved; 

1.  That  the  Dominion  'lovernm:ent  be  urp-ed  to  bear  a  substantial  nror^ortion  of  the 
cost  of  education  in  order  that  the  efficiency"-  of  the  existincf  system  be  increased. 

2.  That  Provincial  f^rants  be  augmented  to  provide  for: 

(a)  Replacement  of  obsolete  buildings; 

(b)  Equalization  of  cost  in  the  various  sections  of  tbe 

Province; 

(c)  Assistance  in  construe  tin--  dormitories  ■for  secondarv 

school  ■nuri"' s  wherever  required. 

^'oved  Kacklin,  Baker. 

Moved  in  amendment  Silencer,  Caminaert,  to  insert  "and  that  the  provincial  govern- 
ment be  asked  to  meet  at  least  ^Ot  of  the  cost  of  rrimar-  and  secondary  education", 
-amendment  carried. 

Resolution  as  amended  carried. 

No.  21  -  STAI\1;A^D  SYSTHIM  CP  '^^DUCATION  (Grande  ^rairie  D.A.)     ^^ihereas,   the  four 
western  provinces  are  similar  f  o^raphically  and  racially; 

Therefore  be  i t  resolved,  that  the  educational  svstem  for  all  four  provinces  be 
standardized . 
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Flint,  Macklin.  Carried. 

Fo.  1^  -  .^jaPT  ^'OUR  DAY.  (Torth  ^eace  River  D.A.)    V.'hereas,  the  eicht  hour  day 
has  become  the  rreneral  law  of  Alberta,  and 

i/vhereas,  fgrminf^  demands  ribysical  3n<^  menta]  exertion  eoual  to  an"""  other  ;ob  or 
i^ro  Session,  and 

'/hereas,  the  ^-eneral  r>rinci-^le  has  been  recop-ni'^ed  t'^r'oucrhout  'Jorth  America  that 
hours  should  be  reduced  \''ithout  reduction  ■^■f  f^e  ''ta'^'e  ^orre"  i^a^'- 

Therefore,  we  insist  that  farmers  or  farm  hel^i  be  included  within  the  same 
■nrinciDle  of  short  hours  (tVie  ei^rht  hour  rjs-"-),  and  ^rice  adjustments  that  v.dll 
ensure  agriculturists  the  same  "taVe  home"  pa-"-  as  thev  would  en.-'oy  under  the 
ten  to  twelve  hour  dav  at  '-resent  in  existence. 

No  mover . 

t-^o.  23  -  CONSERVATION^  OF  WATmAI  RESOURCES  ^Acadia  U.T^.A.  Federal  C.A.)  Whereas, 
the  forest  and  vegetation  cover  of  the  Eastern  slones  of  tVie  Rocki.es  is  a  vit^l 
factor  in  the  development  of  both  irrigation  and  h^'-dro  for  th^^  -plains  region  of 
V.estern  Canada,  and 

V/hereas,  owin^^  to  indiscriminate  lumberin  ■  operations,  forest  fires  and  over- 
c'rs7AnF'  tbis  natural  cover  is  beinf^  ranidly  destroyed,  which  undoubtedl-"-  will 
result  in  excessive  and  disastrous  floods  in  snrin^time  and  drouf^ht  and  lack  of 
water  in  later  months,  and 

V.'hereas,  a  national  polic^^  of  conservation  of  this  creat  heritat^e  is  of  vital 
importance  to  the  people  of  Vestern  Canada  and 

Whereas,  this  matter  is  far  too  i^reat  a  problem,  for  Alberta  but  in  addition  is 
of  (yreat  im^nortance  to  the  people  of  Saskatchewan  and  Kanitoba  and  further  in 
fact,  the  people  of  all  Canada; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  asV  the  Alberta  'Government  to  relinouish  its 
authority  and  ownershin  of  this  -^reat  natural  watershed,  to  an  indenendent 
Federal  Commission  such  as  the  Tennessee  Valle-^r  Authority  in  the  United  States, 
and 

Fii.rther  be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  the  Federal  ^rovernm.ent  to  a-^roint  such  a  com- 
mission to  have  the  full  responsibility^'-  of  conservini?  this  forest  and  vegetation 
cover  to  the  end  that  the  ^-^ermanence  of  hyHro  and  irri'^ation  be  assured,  and 

Fijrther  be  it  resolved,  that  the  Dominion  "Government  n-uaran-t-.ee  to  the  Provincial 
Governm.ent  of  Alberta  an  am.ount  equal  to  its  rresent  revenue  from,  this  watershed. 

Moved  Sutherland,  C-'^'^aert.  Carrie^. 

h^IECTION  ^F  DIRaCTORS.  Moved  Barker,  Sutherland  that  we  now  adjourn  for  election 
of  directors  and  meet  at  <^:30  F-r-iria'"-  mornincr.  Carried. 

FRIDAY  I-  CRNIUn. 


J,  K.  Sutherland  in  the  chair. 
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No.  26  -  kSSESSim  IM^ROV^MSrJTS  ON  ^AW  LANDS.  (V'etaskivdn  U.F.A.  Federal  C.A.) 
V-hereas,  muniniral  districts  are  assessinc^  certain  land  j rrir^roveTients  under  the 
new  "rcvincial  A ssessment  Act,  and 

Vvhereas,  the'  fanner  who  has  inr.'^roved  Vis  land  is  a]  read-""  ra.""'i'""'  Incopie  Tax  on 
the  income  fmrn  t^e  i'- ■•"■movements,  and 

''•.hereas,  this  assess'^ent  encoijrao'es  speculation  or  uninrnroved  land: 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  C-ovemment  discontinue  assessin-  improvements 
on  farm  lands. 

I-'ioved  >:acklin,  '^aker.  ■'^a'^ried. 

No.        -  DAYLIGHT  SAVIN^r.   (McCaffert--  U.r... .  I  oca])    WV^.ereas,   there  is  an  effort 
beintT  made  b--'  son^e  -^omTnunities  to  '^'O  on  da-'lif^^t  savin-^  time,  and 

Wi-iereas,  a  diff*erence  of  ti"--        T^^r--  i   -oivenient  to  business  "•eneral l;"',  and 

'■•■hereas,  so-called  da-^rlipht  savin--  time  is  ver-^?-  detrim.ental  to  the  ^'armer's  interests 

There <"ore  be  it  resolved^  that  we  -^mtest  ar^qinst  cV^an^inc  from.  standar*d  time. 

Moved  Spencer,  ..ood.  Carried. 

No .  2^  -  ^^aSCLIN.1'  tax  (loyalty  U.F./-.  Local)    VTiereas,  the  Dominion  ''^-^overnment  is 
relinouishin!-  rights  to  collect  ^rasoline  tax,  and 

Vvhereas,  »  lar^^e  nortion  of  farm.ers'  travel  is  o*^  r^oeds  no  -parts  of  w'-^ich  are 
kent  U'-  b^^  "asoline  tax; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  p-as  used  for  a^-riculture  be  exempt  from  an*^  increase 
in  provincial  tax,  and 

Further  be  it  resolved,  that  if  the  Provincial  '^^overnment  deems  it  necessarv  to 
increase  ^asoline  tax  to  motorists  at  least  SO  -^er  cent  of  same  be  turned  over  to 
the  municir'alities  for  maintenance  of  rural  roads. 

Moved  ^eers.  Seconded. 

Moved  Colvin  in  amendm.ent  to  strike  -^ut  the  words  "5C  -^er  cent"  and  insert  "100  ner 

cent"  and  to  add  the  words  "and  local  im-^rovement  districts  and  special  areas" 

after  the  word  "m.unicipaliti  es"  ,     Seconded  Paker.  Amendment  carried. 

Foved  to  table  this  resolution  on  "as  tax  until  further  r-esolutions  in  this  connec- 
tion are  brou^-ht  before  the  convention.     Seconded  and  carried. 

No.  30  -  CQT^ULSORY  CAR  INSLTRACE.   (Strathmore  local  U.F.A.)    Be  it  res-lved,  that 
it  be  com'-^ulsor;^''  ■f'or  all  ov/ners  o-f  motop  vehicles  to  ta^^e  out  insupance  coverinT 
public  liability*  and  pronert-'''  damar^e  before  receivi-i  -  a  license. 


Moved  '-^in-.  Seconded. 


Movef^  in  amendment,  M.  E.  Snencer,  to  add  '"and  that  arrangements  be  made  to  collect 
the  fee  when  lic^:nse  is  paid  similar  to  the  •"''an  in  O'^eration  in  Saskatchevran . " 
Seconded  Paker. 
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Mr.  V'ood  asked  the  "r\vileo;e  of  the  floor  to  siT^rrest  the  ^ollomnj^  amendrrent. 
"That  the  rrovincial  government  introduce  lecrislation  whereb-^-  9  fund  wi]  1  be 
mp.de  available  to  pa^  unsatisfied  damage  claims  result?  nr^  f-roTri  r^.r    "cidents,  such 
fund  to  be  created  bv  increasin'^  car  license  fee. 

It  v/as  ao-reed  that  this  could  not  be  aco'^'-tpH        a  substitute. 

Arrendment  carried. 

'Resolution  as  amended  carried. 

No.  6  -  COLIECTITr  PI.^SS  (Grande  ^rairie  D.A.)    Whereas,  the  present  and  -^ast  s^^s- 
tems  of  r'ettin.'-  members  br^ve  al^a'^s  been  and  still  are  ver-^^  unsatisfactorv,  and 

'  hereas,  the  farm  or''anizations  of  Canada  are  becoming  unified  under  the  •^r'ovin- 
cial  branches  of  the  Canadian  Federation  of  Acrriculture; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this  U.F.A.  convention  recommend  that  funds  adeouate 
for  fi-nancin-^  the  f*arir:  organization  be  obtained  b^^  a  levy  -ner  ouar-ter  section  or 
on  the  assessed  value  as  is  done  in  tl^e  Pritisb  Isles. 

Moved  Nacklin,  "^-udlaupson . 

Moved  in  am.endm.ent  Baker  to  insert  the  follovfine'  "investi"-ate  the  nossibilit^r  of" 
and  strike  out  the  v^ords  "funds  adecuate". 

Seconded  Dii-rose. 

Moved  Bic'crs  that  the  resolution  be  tabled. 
Seconded  and  carried. 

No.  7  -  firTIO^T  BY  DIRECTORS  (Row  River  U.FM.A.  Conference.)    Vhereas,  this  con- 
vention has  been  ^e.ld  •^''ear  after  '^ear  and  num.erous  resolutions  have  been  '^assed 
vdth  very  little  action  taken  bv  our  ''^^^d  in  ^^resentin-  these  resolutions 

to  V^e  -^rorer  authorities: 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,   that  this  convention  nr'^e  a  more  resolute  stand  be  taken 
bv  our  Directors. 

yoved  henni^,  ..'ard. 

Moved  in  amendment,  ^ritchard,  Macleod,  that  a  re'^resentative  from  the  Bow  River 
U.F.K.A,  Conference  >e  asked  to  address  the  convention  settin™  f^orth  their  reasons 
for  the  resolution.  Carried, 

CS\R.  REPRES e^'TATIVaS .    Mr.  ..utherland  introduced  1-lr.  Thomas  Acheson  retiring 
i^'-'ri cultural  Representative  of  t^e  Vestern  lines  of  the  C.P.R.  who  had  attended 
all  but  7  U.F.A.  Conventions.    Pe  also  introduced  Mr.  '^cheson's  successor,  Mr. 
P.  Alms-"-.    The-"-  eacb  s^oke  briefl^^  and  at  the  conclusion  of  their  remarks,  Mr, 
Vv'ood  moved  a  vote  of  anrreciation  for  the  work  of  Mr.  Acheson  and  wished  hiir 
continued  health,  and  welcomed  Mr,  Almey,  his  successor,  TA.dth  the  hope  that  our 
relationship  would  be  as  ^leasant  and  as  satisfactory  as  it  "-^ad  been  in  the  past, 
econded  Cammaert. 

Carried  with  applause. 
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No.  7  -  ACTIQM  U.F.A.  DIRECTORS.    Koved  Fritchard,  MacLeod  that  resolution  "o.  7 
be  taken  from  the  table,  ('arried. 

Krs.  Barker,  director  for  Bov  River,  sroke  to  the  dele'^ates  explainin'^  the  reason 
that  this  resolution  had  been  rassed. 

Koved  Schmaltz  that  the  resolution  be  tabled.    Seconded.  Lost. 

Foved  Mscklin  in  ^^mendment  "Pe  it  resolved  that  this  oonventioni  ur^e  that  a 
resolute  stand  be  taken  by  our  directors  in  su-port  of  resolutions  passed  b-  this 
convention,  and  further  that  we  move  a  vote  of  confidence  in  the  actions  of  our 
board  in  the  rast". 

Chair  ruled  that  he  could  not  accent  this  as  an  amendment. 


Resolution  No.  7  was  lost. 


yiNAyCirn  cost  of  FQUChTIOK.  S-^encer  addressed  f^e  delegates  briefly, 

rointinc  out  the  aims  of  t^e  new  Alberta  Educational  Association  in  tr^dn"  to 
ort^anize  public  opinion  to  nv^e  the  r-overrment  to  assume  at  least  50-  of  the  cost 
of  education.    Mr.  Srenc^r  asked  for  financial  sut^nort  of  all  locals  and  urcred 
ever-one  to   -et  in  touch  with  his  M.L.A.  to  secure  V>is  su-^port  in  ti-is  connection 
he  stated  that  the  3  ^reat  needs  of  education  toda;'^  vrere,   first,  staff,  second 
buildino-s,  and  third,  eouipment.     The  Alberta  Educational  Assoc.  is  ruttinr-  on 
an  extensive  r^ublicit;'-  caTr.r>airm  b^;-  means  of  the  press,  radio    ramr^hlets,  and 
rublic  meetings. 

No.  5  -  INCREASE  IN  EDUChTIOMAL  ORAIMTS.  (ii.d.certon  U.F.V>.'./'.  Conference)    Pe  it 
resolved  that  we  ask  our  Provincial  Oovernment  to  raise  our  r^ublic  shcool  frants 
to  at  least  fift-  -er  cent  of  t>e  cost. 


Moved  Macklin,   seconded  and  carried. 

ORDER  OF  BUSirCSSS.  Moved  O'Neil,  Colvin,  that  the  cuestion  of  amalr^amation  be 
discussed  at  2  r.m.  at  a  ;oint  session.  Carried, 

Moved  Scheer  that  we  ad.journ  until  2  -.m.    Seconded  and  carried. 

FRIDAY  AFTERNOON. 


Mr.  V'.heatlev  in  f^e  chair. 
Joint  session. 

No.  4  -  AMALGAMATION,  (^elican  U.F.W.A.  Local)  Resolved,  that  tbe  U .F . A .  and 
U.F.W.A.  m.ake  everv  move  r^ossible  tov;ard  amalgamation. 


Moved  O'Neil,  Sutherland. 

Moved  MacLeod  to  add  the  following  "^rovi.ded  continued  sur^yort  or  >.F.A.  and  C.F.A 
shall  be  a  condition  of  such  am.al'^amation" .     Seconded  '..illiams. 

Teler-ram  was  read  from  the  A.F.U.  as  follows  "Under  instructions  from  our  Board  ^of 
Directors  tbe  following  resolution  -massed  unanimously^  at  thp  Albefta  farmers  Union 
Co-vention  held  in  Edmonton  Januar-  seventh  to  eleventh  is  beinrr  r^resented  to  -ou 
for  consideration  at  your  Convention:  V.hereas  the  members  of  this  Union  are  seekm 
wavs  to  consolidate  the  efforts  of  farmers  direct  membershir  orcranizations  for 
the  betterment  of  a-riculture  '-ener-ally.    Pe  it  resolved  t^-at  this  Convention  of 
tbe  A.F.U.  instruct  its  Poard  of  Directors  to  nroceed  to  qttem--t  tho  follovdnrr: 
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(a)  to  approach  the  U.F.A.  v/ith  t>ie  view  of  amal'-'ainatin^  their  direct  bona  fide 
farmer  membership  with  our  own  wif-out  nncludin^  an-^'"  commercial  orf^anization. 

(b)  To  consu3.t  with  the  direct  membershir  bona  fide  ^artier  '-rnxyr-s  jn  other  'pro- 
vinces as  to  the  rractj  cabilit;^'-  of  establishin    a  national  or^^anization  consistin«7 
of  an  affiliation  of  ^rovinci-nl  non-comm.ercial  farm  or ■'anizations . " 

Amendment  carried. 

ORDER  '"^F  PUSITJt-CSS.    Mr.  O'Neil,  chairman  of  the  Order  of  Business  Committee,  stated 
that  No.  U  had  been  ^rou-^hl  before  the  Convention  as  they  considered  it  the  best 
resolution  to  brine  the  matter  before  the  meetin'  and  moved  that  resolution  No.  4  be 
brought  to  the  attention  of  the  convention  at  this  time.     Seconded  V'ilson.  Carried. 

Moved  Muir  in  amendm.ent  to  the  amendment  to  strike  out  the  words  "make  ever^"  and 
the  vrord  "oossible".  'Seconded. 

Amendment  to  the  amendment  was  lost. 

"'esolution  as  am.ended  carried  vdth  three  dissentinp  votes. 

No.      -  A1■IALGA^'ATI0N.  (Ponlar  Rid^e  U.F..-..  Mo.  306)    Resolved,  that  coranlete  am.al- 
camation  with  the  A.F.U.  encom-^assin"  direct  action  be  taken  bv  U.F.A.  creneral 
convention. 

Moved  Church,  Spencer,  that  we  consider  Fo.  5  covered.  Carried. 

No.  102  -  CHANC-jj]  IM  ACT  OF  INCORPORATIOM  OF  U.F.A.  CO-OP  LIMITED.    K'hereas,  the 
recent  amendment  to  the  Income  V.'ar  Tax  i\ct  may  make  necessarv  some  changes  in  the 
Act  of  Incorroration  and  By-laws  of  this  Association,  and 

Vhereas,  the  necessity  for  and  the  extent  of  such  chan^^es  ml]  not  be  known  until 
further  conferences  with  Incom.e  Tax  officials,  and 

Whereas,  i.t  roay  be  necessary  to  make  such  chanf^es  before  another  convention  is 
held; 

Now  therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  Board  of  Directors  be  and  the'""  are  hereby 
authorized  to  ariply  for  such  chan;t^es  in  the  P'Ct  of  Incorooration  as  in  the  opinion 
of  ti^e  Board  ma;"-  be  necessar;"^  to  put  the  Association  in  the  best  rosition  vdth 
resnect  to  Income  Tax  and  if  deemed  necessar^''  to  ar^pD^-  for  a  complete  revision  of 
said  Act. 

Moved  Church,  Sutherland.  Carried. 

Ladies  vlthdrew  to  their  o\jr\  convention  at  this  roint. 

No.  88  -  lNC-'.r',Aoji:  IN  PACCN  PRICE  (t).F.a.  Board)      hereas,  in  our  opinion,  the 
recent  announcement  of  substantial  increase  in  t'^e  nrice  of  hops  m.ay  be  of  con- 
siderable encouratrement  to  the  ho-"-  -production  industry; 

Be  it  resolved,  that  we  stronr-l^-  ur<^e  u-^on  the  ^overnm.ent  that  all  of  t^e  incr-^ase 
in  the  British  bacon  rrice  shall  be  added  to  the  ^resent  ^^rice  of  hop's,  and 

Further  that  the  rartial  increases  to  conie  in  effect  before  the  ex'^irv  of  the 
rresent  contract  price  s'-^all  be  made  effective  at  once  to  '^r-event  an-'  further 
decrease  in  the  numbers  of  suitable  breeding  stock. 

Moved  Pritchard,  Cameron,  Carried. 
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Mo.  PI  -  RURAL  KJ SCTHIFICATION  (Covers  63_ilLl]}e_snrT^l ement)  (U.F.A.  -oard) 
:  bereas,  there  is   '^e^t  n^ed  for  rural  electrification  in  Alberta,  anH 

.  ber-eas,  an-  s-stem  of  electrification  must  be  coir-rehensive  in  -..n-o  r^^ust 
deliver  f'^v^r  tn  fj^rr^ers  at  actual  cost,  and 

Vhereas,  an"  reall  •  com-rebensive  s-stenn  under  -rivate  ov-p^-si  '  r-.  vi  n  tenr'  to 
rrororioly  fo-f"  private  cain; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that        ur^e  the  Alberta  noverninent  to  -roceed  iipjnedi- 
atel-  vdth  the  d^veloment  of  a  comr^rehensive  system  nf  rural  electrification, 
rublicl-  ovneH  and  o-erated  under  the  Provincial  "ower  Co^r^ission  alon^  tl-e  sa-e 
lines  as  the  Ontario  s^stern,  and 

Further  be  nt  resolved,  that  ve  ur^e  tVat  --ovision  be  made  for  ^eneratin-  -ower 
in  the  desi'^ng  of  dams  nov  under  construction  or  to  be  built  in  ti-e  near  future, 
sucv^  as  on  t^^p  Red  Deer  and  St.  Ma^^-'s  Rivers  and  deliverir<^  the  ^ov^r  to  t^-e 
^eorle  in  t^>.e  surrounding'  districts  at  ti-e  lovest  rates  ^ossi>-le. 

roved  ^aker,  Flock.  Carried. 

p^F,A.A.     N.  B.  Villiams,  -ublicit-  a-ent,  sroke  on  t^e  ^-airie  Farm  Assistance 
Act'sn,-!  answered  a  number  of  ouestio^.s  from  the  del-~ates. 

i^.io,  3-7  _  n^F.A.A.  fEro^-rnin^  U.F.V..A.  Local)_    '-^ereas    ve  are  dissatisfied  >.dth 
tbe  r-resent  system  of  na^'-ment  b^'  tbe  ^.F.A.A, 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  tV-^t  F.F.A.  -a^mients  be  made  on  an  individual  rather 
than  on  a  tovnshi'-'  basis . 

!!oved  and  seconded. 

^Aoved  in  amendm.pnt,   Sutherland,  Faker,,  to  strike  out  the  vcrds  "individual  rather 
^„  ^  tovTishin  basis"  and  insert  the  fo^lowin"  "in  six  ad^oinin^  sections  . 

Amendment  carried. 

Resolution  as  amended  carried. 

No  -  -  F.A.A.  fCyr^nme  Local  U.F.A.)     Resolved,  th.t  t>p  Prairie  Farm  Assistance 

Act  bp  so  amended  as  to  cover  serious  crop  damac-e  from  an-  cause  such  as  frost, 
hail,  etc.,  and  that  funds  to  finance  this  be  secured  be  increasm-  the  -ercen- 
tscre'nov  beinP  deducted  from  i^rain  deliveries  at  elevators. 

Moved  Baker,  Seconded.  Lost 

No    po  -  LE^xtL  ' 'FLiaATIONS  OF  DOCTORS,     ■  hereas,  in  a  recent  court  action  the 
-residinc-  -udc-^e  in  his  charcre  to  t^e  :ur-  stated  that  a  doctor  is  under  no  obli- 
gation to  inform  a  natient  if  he  is  unable  to  ^iacrnose  the  case,  and 

'  hereas,  this  is  a.  -rave  and  dan^'erous  situation; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved  that  we  ask  the  Oovernment  to  amend  the  law  so  that  a 
doctor  is  -ositivel"  under  the  oblio-ation  of  informdn-  the  natient  :f  he  is 
unnble  to  dia^^nose  the  case. 

Foved  Kacklin,  ,^ritchard  and  carried. 
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No.  80  -  GENSORSHIT^  OF  FUJ^S  (U.F.A.  Board)    Whereas,  it  is  recognized  tbat  films 
of 'an  educational  and  cultural  nature  i^dll  he  increasingly  used  bv  -arsons  and 
crroups  interested  in  cultural  develorment,  and 

V.hereas,  voluntary  associations  and  educational  -rour^s  bave  ha^  cow-lete  freedom 
of  choice,  and 

^■■■hereas,  film  censorship  has  hitherto  heev  ^^nfined  to  films  rroduced  b^r^mov^.n^ 
picture' studios  and  other  such  ort^anizations  f'^r  ^musem.ent  rMirnoses  in  licensed 
theatres,  and 

Whereas,  it  js  noi;  -ronosed  thej:  a]]        irm.  films  exhibited  in  r>ublic  shall  be 
reviewed  by  the  board  of  censors,  and 

•■■••hereas,  this  new  regulation  of  the  -rovincia]   government  indicates  a  verv  definite 
trend  tovard  censorship  -^f  ideas  b-  -ublic  authority; 

Therefore  '  e  it  resolved,  that  this  convention  -protest  against  this  new  re^^ulation 
and  affirm  str'^n'^l'-  the  ri^-ht  of  volunta.r^^  ^associations  and  educational  institu- 
tions to  continue  to  exercise  their  own  choice  of  these  filmis. 

Koved  I'lacklin,  "^ritchard.  Carried. 

No.  ^2  -  STRIKES.  (Carle ton  Local  U.F.A.)    l.hereas,  strikes  and  lockouts  in  Indus trv 
and  in  -^lan-  br-anches  of  production  and  distribution  result  in  raralyzinr-  our 
economic  s-stera  and  s-riousl-  curtail  our  trade  ^nd  commerce,  thereb-  r-reventin? 
a  much  fuller  national  income  and  distribution  of  wealth,  and 

V.hereas,  altv-ou-h  the  strike  is  intended  as  a  method  of  securing  economic  :ustice 
it  now  re-idl^^  creates  a  vicious  circle  which  at  once  deprives  those  who  nartici- 
rtate  in  it  of  an--  advanta'-e  which  the-'  may  have  grained,  as  well  as  injuring  the 
welfare  of  a  ^reat  many  r^ersons  who  are  not  directlv  involved,  and  is  a  t-^e  of 
conflict  v:hich  does  not  '-rovide  a  ^erm^anent  or  l^^tin  -  settlement; 

Be  it  therefore  resolved,  that  the  Government  of  Canada  set  u-  judicial  boards  or 
courts  to  which  all  disputes  be  referred  and  before  which  all  such  cases  shall  be 
arrrued  as  :n  any  other  court  of  justice  whose  decision  shall  he  final,  sub,-^ect  to 
t-e  usual  ri-ht  of  an-eal,  and  that  authorit-  shall  be  vested  i^  such  courts  to 
enforce  their  decisions. 

Moved  Cameron.  Seconded. 

Moved  that  this  resolution  be  tabled.    Seconded  wHson.  ^grr-ied. 

f.jo    70  _  FRIGE  CONTROL  (U.F.A.  Poard)    Vhereas,  -^rice  cnn+rol  as  administered  by 
the  Federal  Cov^mment  has  r>roved  to  Ve  reasonable  effective  in  combattinr^  infla- 
tion, and 

Ihereas,  it  is  feared  rem.oval  of  these  controls  will  -reatl-  increase  our  costs  of 
production  and  cost  of  living'; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  -rice  controls  be  continued  at  least  until  increased 
volum.e  of  rroduction  removes  dan^^er  of  inflation. 

Moved  ^ritc^ard,  Macklin.  Carried. 
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No.  101  -  I^^C^fWvSii:  J."  n'^.oOLI''i'.  PRICES    V.here^s,        believe  tbat  tbe  recent  increase 
in't^p  rrice  -^f  r^iesel  fuel  is  onl-  t^e  forerunner       a  -eneral  increase  in  the 
■^rice  of  all  -^etri^leum  ^rnducts,  and 

V.,Vipr'eas,   such  an  increas'^  vail  raise  the  cost  of  rroduction; 

Resolved,  that  this  convention  rrotests  rr.ost  vi,^orousl--  the  increase  recently  made 
and  an^'  furf^er  increase?  in  ^rice  of  '^etroleum  products. 

Koved  lienni'",  '\ilson.  Carried. 


is 


No.  P6  -  GASOLir;':^  tax  (Hanna  Local  U.F.A.)    l-hereas,  the  Federal  Covernment  ha: 
seen  fit  to  relinquish  the  three  cent  tax  in^^ns-d  o^  ^as^line  as  a  wartime  measure; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  ve  express  our  ar^rreciation  of  this  motion  on  ti-e 
part  of  the  Dominion  Crovernment,  and 

Further  be  it  resolved,  that  the  full  measure        this  reduction  in  cost  must  be 
carried  back  to  the  consumer  and  that  no  desire  for  revenue  on  the  r^^3rt  of  the 
provincial  -overnm.ent  or  f^or  rrofit  on  the  r>qrt  of  tbe  oil  com-anies  be  allowed  to 
interfere  in  any  way  whatsoever  in  this  reduction. 

Koved  Sutherland,  Dinrose.  Carried. 

Moved  Kin<-  and  seconded  that  resolutions  No.  29  and  2Q  be  taken  from  the  table. 
Carried. 

No.  2P'  -  ChS  tax  (As  Amended)      here^is,  the  Dominion  C-vernm.ent  is  relincuishin.? 
rights  to  collect  -asoline  tax,  and 

.hereas.  a  larre  rortion  of  farmers'  travel  is  on  roads  no  -arts  of  which  are 
ker>t  u-^        f^asoline  tax- 
Therefore  be  it  resolx.ed,  that  "BS  used  for  a-riculture  be  exemM.  f mm  an-  increase 
in  T^rovincial  tax,  and 

Vurtber  be  it  resolved,  that  if  the  Provincial  ^-overnment  deem.s  it  necessar-  to 
increase  <^asoline  tax  to  motorists  at  least  ICC  -er  cent  of  same  he  turned  over 
to  the  muni cinali ties  and  local  im.nrovement  districts  and  s-ecial  areas  for  mam- 
tenJ=>nce  of  rural  roads. 

l-.oved  Jolvin,  llacL-.chlan .  Carried. 

29  -  PrAS  TAX  AW  MCTOR  LICIi^NSh:.  FEE.   (CraiFmyle  Local  U.F.A.)     Be  it  resolved, 
that  ve  sur-oort  the  A.M. A.  cam-ai^^n  to  have  all  m.onies  collected  from  crasoline 
tax  and  auto  license  fees  a^^r^lied  on  roads. 

rloved  ..ard,  Flock. 

Moved  Diprose  to  amend  bv  deletin-  the  word  "of"  and  inserting  "lar-er  nronortion" . 
Amendment  carried. 

Resolution  as  amended  carried. 

No.  77  -  OLD  ACH:  pensions  .  (U.F.A.  Board)     Be  it  resolved,  that  we  reaffirm  t^e 
foiloTAdn-  resolution  ^^assed  ^t  the  l^Uf-  convention: 

,^erpas    tbe  rresent  system  of  Old  /• -e  Tensions  fails  to  provide  our  elderl" 
citizens  with  tensions  sufficient  for  a  decent  standard  of  living,  and  does  not 
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becorre  available  at  a  sufficiently  early  neri  od  in  life,  and  is  also  offensive  in 
some  of  its  ■provisions; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  v^e  reouest  both  Federal  and  ^"'rovincial  'Governments 
to  amend  the  Act  so  that  'tensions  on  an  adeouate  scale  shall  become  available  at 
the  s.^e  of  6C ,  and  be  free  from  anv  Means  Test,  and 

Further  the  tension  be  not  less  thnn  fift'^  dollars  '^er  m.onth." 

Moved  Diorose,  !'enni<~.  Carried. 

Mo.  Ql  -  ANr;iIMn  (Ajrdrie  looal  No.  233)  Resolved  that  Inasmuch  as  man^  of  our 
mem.bers  enjio""-  tbe  s'^ort  of  an'^linc'  durin  -  t>R  short  '^eriods  time  in  vfhich  it 
is  ■possible  to  cret  ava-^'  from  farm  duties,  and 

V.'hereas,  there  is  a  rronosal  to  eliminate  coarse  fish  in  '^-lenm.ore  reservoir  with 
the  idea  of  stockinr-  it  vath  a  sr>ecies       trout  to  V  rino-  back  fishin-  on  the 
i'jlbow  River, 

Pe  it  resolved  that  v/e  h-^artil'''  endorse  this  -^roriosal. 
Voved  Hlair,  !'?,cLachlan .  Carried. 

Mo.  02  -  FUN5RA1  ^ROCESSIOMS  (harden  Prairie  U.F.A.  Local)  V.'hereas,  it  has  come 
to  our  notice  on  several  occasions  that  the^^e  is  at  ^resent  and  had  been  in  r^ast 
:'^ears  ver"  ^^oor  res'^ect  ^^aid  to  9  funeral  -rocession: 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  the  'provincial  ^rovernment  to  ^^ass  a  law 
com'^ellinc^  alt  vehicles  to  stop  until  such  a  procession  passes. 

Moved  Carey,  Schamltz.  Carried. 

No.  05  -  FPOP  FOR  •■JUR.O^E  (leduc  Local)    Lhereas,   the  need  for  food  in  Europe  bas 
beco '^e  more  acute,  and 

whereas,  s'^'mpath^  and  friendshir  are  essential  to  true  world  -^eace; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  tbat  we,  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta,  do  s^^onsor  an 
ai^neal  to  all  farmers  in  Alberta  to  pive  one  hoa;  or  the  equivalent  thereof  in 
cattle,  wheat,  butter  or  other  food,  as  a  sift  to  be  sent  as  a  "-esture  of  o-oodwill 
and  understanding  throutyh  the  British  Minister  of  Food  to  the  people  of  Europe 
from  the  people  of  Alberta, 

F'oved  Moore ,  '^'ritchard. 

I'oved  to  table.     'Seconded  and  carried. 

ORDER  OF  FUSINESS.    The  U.F.w.A.  Convention  recommended  that  the  U.F.A.  convention 
hear  t^^^e  rer'tr'''  o'f  t'"'^  ponvoner  o^  "oup'^  ^en-ples  ''ork. 

Moved  O'Neil  and  Sutherlann  that  this  be  done.    Mrs.  V',  C    Taylor,  U.F.VJ.A.  Convener 
of  "'^ouri'-'  ''^eorle's  V'ork  read  her  report  to  the  convention.     She  vras  c'iven  hearty 
aoplause  at  the  conclusion.    Mr.  Mad eod  asked  that  conies  of  pame  be  made  available 
for  dele.n:ates.    '"irs .  Taylor  advised  that  copies  o-f  a^l  U.F.lv.A.  re-f^orts  were  on 
sale  at  the  office. 

No.  ICO  -  ^ACIFIC  TIT'S  F^"^  ^KACS  RIVKR.   ("Grande  ^'rair-je  lo^al)    V.hpreas,  the 
Association  of  "^ural  Muni ci  realities  of  tbe  '^eace  River  has  f^one  on  record  askinn-  to 
be  included  in  th'=  ^acific  Tim.e  Zone,  and 
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l.'hereas,  th^.  Peace  ^iver  area  exriects  to  bave  trsns-nortation  outlets  to  the 
Pacific  Coast  which  makes  it  desirable  to  include  the  ^eace  River  area  in  the 
Pacific  Time  Zone,  and 

'  hereas,  the  •"acifir  Time  Zone  divides  the  d^-^r  p'^uall-^  betv^een  f'orenoon  and  after- 
noon ■^or  t^e  ^e?ce  Riv^r  area: 

Therefo'^e  be  it  resolved  that  we  ask  thi^  ''"ominion  '^^^^vernment  to  re-establish 
"acific  Tim.e  in  the  ''"eace  'Hver  area,  as  v^as  done  durir,^  varti^e. 

Moved  FacLachlan,  Baker,  and  carried. 

Mo.  31  -  STORF.  FOURS  (Strathmore  local  U.F.ty.)     Be  it  resolved,  that  all  country 
stores  be  ^iven  t^e  rrivile^e  of  choosin-^  the  s'^e'^ific  hours  durin<7  which  they 
wil  "i  be  o*^on  for  business  durin-^  the  bus"  seasons. 

Koved  Scheear,  Hanson.  Carried. 

Mo.  45  -  BLACK  MARKET  (North  ^eace  River  P. A.)    Whereas,  ve  knov  that  very  large 
market  in  meat  exists  in  Canada,  and 

'.'•'hereas.  hoes  that  are  raised  in  U'estern  Canada  are  handicapned  due,  to  said 
black  market; 

Therefore    e  it  resolved,        demand  that  the  Federal  Covernment  take  action  to 
enforce  the  rresent  s'^stem  of  ^eat  rationin~  or  abandon  said  rationin'^  as  rresent 
conditions  indicate  it  is  very  inefficient. 

Moved  '^rudlaucrson,  seconded.  Lost, 

No.  47  -  RED  DEER  RIVI^R  DIVER3I0M.     (Acadia  U.F.A,  Federal  C.A.)     Resolved,  that 
this  convention  of  the  U.F.A.  do  call  on  the  Federal  Covernment  to  have  construc- 
tion wor'^  on  the  Red  Beer  River  Diversion  started  throu^-h  the  T'.F.R.A.  without 
dela^'"  as  soon  as  enf^ineers,  materials  and  machinery  are  available. 

No.  .  49  -  RAIL  "^RADINO.   (Medicine  Hat  Federal  C.A.)    Resolved,  that        ^rp  o-nosed 
to  rail  P-radinrf  of  beef  at  the  riresent  time. 

'^'^oved  T''aclachlan,  ^■acklin,  Carried. 

No.  5C  -  U.S.  FARKFT  FOR  CATTLE.     (McCaffert^r  U.r.A.  Local  l'<o .  Z,15)  Resolved, 
that  v'?^  ask  t^r^.t  the  'Im^rican  marVets  be  o-^ened  a,s  soon  as  ■f'easi'-le  for  Canadian 
rattle. 

?'oved  TutherlanH,  Pritchard.  Carried. 

T'oved  Bilker,  Sutherland  t^at  we  ad.-ourn  u^til  ^  o'clock.  Carried. 

FRIDAY  EVSMI'I^. 

Mr.  "ood  in  the  chair. 

PRICE  COCTROIS .    Mo' ed  Sutherland  "The  ranid  increase  in  '^rices  resultinc^  from 
the  (gradual  elimination       wartime  rontrol  in  ''oth  Canada  and  the  U.S.  has 
-reatl.y  reduced  f^e  value  of  the  British  loan  in  both  countries. 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this  convention  of  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta 
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suggest  to  t^e  Doiidnion  Government  that  if  th^  necessity  arises  for  increased 
loans  or  ;^rants  to  '^•reat  Britain  that  such  need  be  met  vdth  the  greatest  pos- 
sible consideration,  and  further,  that  if  any  Dominion  wide  loan  be  necessary 
for  this  pu^rose  that  we  rledn-e  the  surrort  of  this  Cr^^anization  in  an'^  such 
undertakin.T. " 

Seconded  Diprose.  Carried. 

ivo.  53  -  INCOKi:;  TA-'  ACT  (l.etaskiv.dn  U.F.A.  Federal  C.A.)  V'hereas, 

the  ruri-'ose  of  the  Inco-ne  Tax  should  be  to  -l-.ce  the  burden  of  taxation  more 
i^eavily  upon  those  i^hio  can  best  afford  to  r^a-"-,  and 

.vhereas,  it  is  commonly  believed  that  individuals  accordinc'  as  the;"-  l^ave  a  sinp;le 
or  :narried  status  are  entitled  to  an  incom.e  of  v'^^C.CC  or  ^1500.00  as  the  case 
ma.^^  be,  exempt  from  Income  Tax,  and 

bhereas,  through  the  complications  of  calculatin'^  the  tax  as  set  forth  b^^  the 
Canadian  Income  Tax  Act  those  taxable  i ndi.viduals  who  can  least  afford  to  ^ay 
the  tax  are  i^laced  in  a  position  o'f  pavin^  a  hif^her  ■^ate  on  tv^eir  earnings  in 
excess  of  the  common] su^^posed  exemntions  than  others  with  larger  incomes; 

Therefore  >^e  it  resolved,   that  the  -principle  of  an  exem-^tion  of  r^rt  o-f  one's 
income  from  Incom.e  Tax  be  established  V)y  - 

First  -  Am.endinrr  tl-ie  ''lormal  Tax  of  the  Income  Tax  /'.ct  so  th-nt  the  tax  an^lies 
onl^'"  on  that  '-^ortion  of  the  income  in  excess  of  P'^^C.CC  or  'h.'^OC.OO  accordino' 
as  the  individual  has  a  sin<'le  or  married  status,  and 

Second  -  Amendinf^  tb*^  f'raduated  tax  ^f  the  Income  Tax  Act  so  that  the  tax  apT>lies 
on  an  individual  with  a  married  status  onl-"-  on  that  '^ortion  o^  his  income  in 
excess  of  iPl^OO.CO. 

Third  -  ^mendin?  the  Income  Tax  \ct  so  t'^at  a  married  man  receives  ?  further 
exemption  of  -'^OCCC  for  each  dependent  instead  of  the  present  allov;ance. 

Moved  "^ritchard,   seconded  and  carried. 

No.  60  -  :-j:ATH!i:R  FORECAST  (Acadia  U.F.A.  Federal  C.A.)     i-hereas,  there  has  been 
a  Cerent  improvement  in  the  service  ,o;iven  the  rural  people  of  l';estern  Canada  in 
the  natter  of  rf^ffional  weather  ^'orecasts  by  the  Canadian  Broadcastinc'  Corporation; 

Therefore  be  i  t  resolved,  that  we  heartil^^  commend  the  C.E.C.  and  the  Dominion 
G-overnment  for  their  efforts  in  this  matter,  and 

Further  be  it  resolved,  that  we  ask  for  the  fullest  co-operation  of  the  C.B.C. 
and  the  Federal  Government  vdth  the  Governments  of  Great  Britain,  Russia  and  the 
United  ;itates,  vdth  the  object  of  more  scientific  effort  in  the  '-roblem  of  lonf^er 
ranf^e  weather  forecastin,fy. 

Moved  Sutherland,  Cam.eron.  Carried. 

Mo.  61  -  P5N5I0KS  FOR  VOLUWTSSRS  IN  SPAIN.     (^.cadia  U.F.A.  Federal  C.^.)  hereas, 
it  is  now  s^enerall""-  admitted  even  b^--  P-overnin''  authorities  that  V.'orld  War  II  broke 
into  actual  hostilities  as  the  Japanese  arm.y  invaded  MancViuria  apd  continued  on 
vdth  the  conouerin-  of  Kthiopia,  the  revolution  in  Spain  and  on  to  the  German 
invasion  of  Poland,  and 
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VJhereas,  a  larc^e  number  of  Canadian  boys  volunteered  and  at  tHeir  ow  ex'^ense 
went  over  in  defence  of  the  legitimate  'government  of  Srain  from  tVe  invasion 
of  that  country  by  the  rel;e]lious  Floors  under  the  command  of  ^eneral  Fi^anco  and 
the  forces  of  Mussolini  and  FHtler,  and 

'".hereas,  these  bo"  s  took  rart  in  the  second  V.'orld  ■  ar  to  the  same  extent  and 
rrobabV'  underv-ent  even  -greater  hardshins  than  those  who  enlisted  for  service 
from  1^39  onwards; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  ve  ask  the  Federal  'Government  to  recop'nize  our 
obligations  to  these  mien  in  their  fipht  ■for  Oemocrac''-  bv  makinp  the  same 
provision  for  t^evr.  includin  -  -pay  on  service,  'tensions,   ^^ratuities,  hosr)ita]i- 
zation  and  de'^endents'  allowance  as  are  Vein'''  made  <"or  those  who  enlisted  Tater 
in  t^ie  ro^lar  Canarlian  military?-  forces,  and 

Further  be  it  resolved,  that  we  carry  this  resolution  on  to  the  Canadian  Federation 
of  Af^riculture . 

Moved  Sutherland,  Mci^rorman .  Carried. 

Ali^CTION  OF  DIR-':CTORS.     T^e  followin--'  slate  of  officers  was  read  and  a-rroved  on 
m.otion  of  Di ■^rose  . 


U.F.A.  Directors; 

i^ames  Cameron,  Youn?:stown 
R.  Pontinp,  Westlock 
H.E.  Spencer,  Edererton 
Ray  Wood,  Carstairs 
Paul  Farnalls,  Halkirk 
Donald  MacLeod,  Lake  Isle 
H.J.  Flock,  Lethbridf^e 
M.H,  Ward,  '^rrowvfood 
C.T.  Armstronc',  Hussar 
M.T.  Cud! au<7Son,  Clairmont 
W.J.  Williams,  Brownvale 
A. P.  McCorman,  ^enhold 
R.  Hennio;    Ft.  Saskatchev^an 
"^'.I.  ^ritchard,  v.'etaskivdn 


-  Acadia 

-  A.thabasca 

-  Battle  River 

-  Bow  River      W.  Calvary 

-  Camxose 

-  Jasper  Edson,  W.  !£dm.onton 

-  Let^^bridf^e 

-  Macleod  .and  E.  Cal^arv 

-  Medicine  Hat 

-  'Peace  River  South 

-  "eace  River  Worth 

-  Red  Deer 

-  Ve^reville 

-  '  etaskiwin  ^  E.  Edmonton 


U .F .W .A .  Di re c tors : 


Mrs.  Russell  Johnston,  Helmsdale  - 
Mrs.  D.  Smith,  V^estlock 
Mrs.  Murray,  Edf^erton 
Mrs.  W.L.  Barker,  Pox  ICl  Calrrar^^- 
Mrs .  N.D,  Lehman,  Camrose 
Mrs.  Minot  Stetson,  Edmonton 
Mrs.  A.M.  Peters,  J-ethbrid.o'e 
Mrs.  H.  Dou-'lass,  Vulcan 
Mrs.  C.T.  Armstron--^,  Hussar 
'rs.  V.C.  Flint,  Beaverlod^e 


Mrs . 
Mrs. 

Mrs. 
Mrs . 


N .  C  owa  n ,  Be  rwm 
Braithwaite,  Red  Deer 
A.  Torrie,  Tofield 
W.  Schroter,  Bremner 


Acadia 

Athabasca 

Battle  River 

B'^w  River  t'.  E.  Calvary 

Camrose 

Jas'^er-Edson  ?c  W.  Edmonton 
Lethbridge 

Macleod      E.  Cal^^arv 
Medicine  Hat 
l^eace  River  South. 
Peace  River  North 
Red  Deer 
Ve^reville 
Wetaskiwin 


No.  62  -  BLOOD  ^lASMA  (Hanna  Local  U.F.A.)    ;  hereas,  the  Red  Cross,  Canadian 
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doctors  and  nurses  flnd  blood  donors  <^enerally,  made  a  f^reat  contribution  towards 
savin many  lives  arnon'^  the  allied  forces  duri"'^  the  last  var,  and 

Vvhereas,  an  equal  effort  ts  necessar;"-  for  -^eace  time  casualties; 

Therefore  be  .it  resolved,  that  ve  a'-^k  both  ^ur  Provincial  and  Federal  '^zovernirents 
to  assist  the  Red  Cross  by  c^rants  sufficient  to  enable  that  organization  to 
r^rovide  aderuate  supnlies  of  blood  -nD.asma  to  all  hospitals  in  Canada  through 
means  of  voluntary'  blood  donors  to  the  end  that  all  those  in  need  of  transfusions 
be  (T.iven  such  treatment  free  of  charce. 

Koved  Sutherland.     Seconded  and  carried. 

No.  f7  -  FLOOD  TEST  RESULTS.  (Berr^,^/ater  local  li .F . /i . )     >'hereas,  the  -^resent 
Alberta  r^arriace  Act  merely  requires  a  physician's  certificate  that  the  parties 
to  the  marria,'?e  ha\e  had  a  blood  test  vlthout  the  results  of  the  test  beinf^  known 
by  the  aforementioned  parties,  and 

««hereas,  tHe  fact  that  t>e  results  are  not  known  in  most  cases  until  after  the 
solemnization  of  the  marriao'e  renders  the  i-'rovision  of  little  effect; 

He  it  resolved,  that  v;e  petition  the  provincial  government  to  amend  the  Marriage 
Act  so  that  license  may  not  be  issued  until  the  results  of  the  blood  test  are 
known  by  the  parties  to  the  m.arriape. 

Moved  /  ard,  Care^;-.  Carried. 

No.  72  -  FEE  FOR  CITIZENSHIP  ( Arrov.n.-/ood  Local  U.F.W.A.)    Re  it  resolved,  that 
we  request  the  Federal  Covernment  to  abolish  the  fee  of  five  dollars  necessary 
for  tVie  new  certificates  of  citizenshi-n  vrhen  issued  to  British  subjects  or  people 
born  in  Canada. 

(Similar  resolution  ^rom  flir-h  River  Local) 
^oved  V.ard,  Sutherland,  Carried. 

No.  ^3  -  DHV  CLKANI^''"'r  ('^urnt  laVe  iJ.F.v  .A.  local)    '''''hereas,  t'^ousands  of  -arments 
are  ruined  and  un^it  for  wear  either  throufrh  ne<?lip;ence  or  improper  cleanin<? 
m.ethods,  and 

■-hereas,  manv  dr"^''  cleaning-  establishments  disre'^ard  ti^e  wishes  of  natrons  and 
wash  articles  desitrnated  for  dry  cleaning,  and 

'.Whereas,  if  such  cleanin'^  establishments  were  Held  liable  for  renl^cen^ent  of 
ruined  varments  oreater  care  would  be  exercise^; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  petition  the  provincial  f^overnment  to  take 
action  to  nrotect  the  public  b^;-  enacting  leerislation  whereb^  dry  cleaning  estab- 
lishments would  be  held  liable. 

Moved  KacLachlan  and  seconded. 

Moved  Colvin  to  delete  the  third  "whereas".  Seconded  Spencer.  Amendment  carried. 
Resolution  as  amended  carried. 

No.  Bk  -  MERCHANT  NAVY.  (Burnt  lake  U.F.V.A.  Local)    V hereas,  it  is  the  creneral 

belief  that  the  merchant  navy  was  the  very  lifeline  of  all  forces  in  V'orld  War  2, 
and 
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Vier'eas,  it  j  s  a  rei^ret.tabD.e  fact  tbat  the  merchant  seamen  have  not  received 
the  recoraition  ■financially  or  otherwise,  offjci?ll"  "^iven  the  other  services: 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  v/e  i^etition  the  Federal  ^Tnvernraent  to  ta^e  the 
necessan^-  sters  to  r.lace  the  merchant  navy  on  an  equitable  status  as  the  other 
branches  ^f  the  forces,  and 

Further  be  ?t  resolved,  that  the^/"  be  recognized  as  members  of  the  ficrhtincr  forces 
durinc  tbe  war  so  that  their  names  may  be  '^laced  on  the  home  Rolls. 

Roved  Baker,  /-ard.  Carried. 

No.  86  -  .22  Rifles  (Horn  Hill  U  .F.V  .A.)    '..hereas,  the  .22  rifle  is  no  longer 
legally  allowed  as  a  huntin!?  fi^^earm  for  the  shootin'"'  of  any  migratory  fam.e 
birds  durinc  the  annual  bird-shootin"-  season  in  the  Province  of  Alberta,  and 

V.hereas,  pests  like  gophers,  crows,  and  mac^ries  are  usually  hunted  by  .22 
shooters  during  the  sprint  and  summer  months,  and  rarel;"-  stalked  durin^^^  the 
autumn  season  vhen  (gophers  are  underground  and  crows  have  mio'rated  southvrard,  and 

V.hereas,  there  have  been  many  accidents  caused  b^-  T-^ullets  from  .2?  rifles  ricochet' 
ting  from  v^ater  surfaces,  rocks,  frozen  earth,  and  tree  branches  durin^  the  fall 
huntinp  seasons  of  the  past  which  have  wounded  and  sometimes  caused  the  deaths 
of  valuable  farm  animals,  and 

'-hereas,  most  .22  rifles  taken  abroad  at  this  hunting  season  of  the  vear  are 
carried  bv  younT  boys  not  full-"-  inform.ed  about  the  dan'-erous  nature  of  this 
firearm  and  therefore  the  vrea-nons  constitute  a'  menace  to  their  own  safet-''  and  to 
tl-i.e  safet'-  of  other  humans  in  the  vicinity  of  bo-^^s  armed  with  such  rifles- 

Pe  it  there-fore  resolved,  that  this  organization  request  the  Provincial  '^overn- 
m.ent  to  enact  legislation  m^aking  it  a  mmishable  offence  for  anyone  to  carry  a 
.22  rifle  abroad  in  farmin^-^  and  huntin^^  territories  durin^^  the  birdhuntinf^ 
season,  the  months  of  September,  October  and  "ovember,  and  that  -nersons  found 
'njilty  of  carrvin-'  suchvearons  be  a^-^prehended  b^^  law  or  ^ame  en-forcement  officers, 
hailed  before  a  mai^istr^^te,  fined  a  minimum,  of  :;1C.00  and  have  the  rifle  confis- 
cated to  the  Crown. 

I  oved  '  ard,  MacLachlan . 

I-oved  0'!\eil,  Scheidt,  that  the  resolution  be  referred  to  the  Board  for  action. 

Mo.  85  -  PRIGS  OF  HOGS.   (Rolli^--  Hills  Local  U.  F.A.^    Whereas,  in  the  nast  when 
the  government  raised  the  guaranteed  rrice  of  bacon  to  the  nackers,  the  hog 
rroducers  received  very  little  benefit,  and 

Vihereas,  there  is  another  .guaranteed  ^rice  raise  in  --rosriect; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  hog  producers  be  o-uaranteed  a  fair  and  stable 
price  for  hogs  in  relation  to  a  c^uaranteed  bacon  price. 

Moved  V,.  J,  Church,  KacLachlan. 

Moved  Pritchard,  Hennig,  that  the  first  "whereas"  of  the  resolution  be  struck  out. 
Amendment  carried. 


Resolution  as  amended  carried. 
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Mo.  9  -  TAX-PAYERS  ASSOCIATION.  (Aorth  '  eace  River  D.'^.)    Vhereas,  there  is  a 
igT-crp  amount  of  T^ropa"-anr]a  beirr'  -^vbDished  b-  the  'vinnir^ety  "^Train  Sxcbanp-e,  ?nd 

■.'/hereas,  an  or^^ani zation  known  as  the  Tax-^a:"-ers '  Association  has  been  formeH, 
v/hiob  has  sr^read  unfounded  r)ror>aFanda; 

Therefore  be  j  t  resolved,  that  we  urpe  our  Centra]  Office  to  ^^reoare,  publish 
and  broadcast  over  the  air  a  true  statement  in  rerrard  to  this  propaganda. 

Moved  F^cklin    i  r-^c  ! -^chlin. 


Moved  Spencer  that  the  resolution  be  referred  to  the  Board. 

No.  41  -  RIGHT  RELATIONSHIP  OF  PRICES.  (N'orth  ^eace  River  D.A.)    Whereas,  in 
spite  of  all  the  pressure  the  farmers  have  brought  to  bear  on  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, the  Government  '^as  al  loved  the  i-i'^ohiv-io  ror->~Cini°s  to  increase  ^rices  on 
farm  machinery  12^^,  and 

Khereas,  the  oil  companies  have  been  allowed  to  increase  t^e  ^rice  of  "as  without 
an;^'-  investic^ation  beint^  made; 

Therefore  be  ?t  resolved,  that  we,  as  or^^anized  -farmers,  take  some  action  to 
secure  •^arity  rrices. 


Moved  MacLachlin,  Baker. 


T^oved  in  am.en'^ment,  Diprose,  to  strike  out  the  words  "pver:'-  farmer"  and  "o  on 
record  rrotestin''  this  increase.     Seconded  T^lock.    Amendment  lost. 

Baker  moved  in  amendm.ent  to  strike  out  the  words  "take  some  action  to  secure 
parit-'^  prices"  and  insert  the  followinf^  -  "That  the  crovernment  be  asked  to  inves- 
ti"-ate  the  whole  ciaestion  of  advances  in  the  price  of  these  o-oods."    Mo  seconder. 


Moved  Pritchard  that  the  ^--ords  "^arit---  prices"  be  struck  out  and  that  we  insert 
"ri'^ht  relationship  of  prices".     Seconded,    Amendment  carried. 

Resolution  as  am^ended  carried. 


No.  104  -  DEFERRED  SALES  0^  iP^/iT  IN  Th'Z:  SLKVATOR.   ^Hussar  Local)    VJhereas,  at  the 
present  time  there  is  considerable  wheat  held  on  farms  owin^  to  hi'^h  income  tax,  • 
and 

-hereas,  we  believe  it  would  be  an  inducement  to  the  farmer  to  deliver  such  v^heat 
to  the  Vvheat  Board  if  such  wheat  could  be  sold  over  a  period  of  at  least  three 
years  on  the  seme  policy  as  adopted  in  194^; 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  vxe  request  the  Federal  Government  to  enact  the  neces- 
sary le-^islation  so  that  wheat  could  ■  «  delivered  on  a  deferred  ^^a^.^nent  plan  as 
was  in  effect  in  1^46. 


Moved.    Seconded  Lenni"'.  Carried. 


•No.  103  -  COMPENSATION  FOR  SURF^.CE  EIGHTS  FOR  ^ETROLEliM  DEVELOPMENr.     (Durness  U.F.A..) 
V'hereas,  the  Oil  companies  drilli^"  i'-'  nev/  fields  are  intru'^ino'  on  ^^armiers  when 
drillin?^  new  wells,  and 


Ehereas,  the  compensation  paid  for  land  m.ade  useless  for  a -ri culture  is  not  adenuate 
taking?  into  consideration  the  acrricultural  productive  value  of  the  land; 
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Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we  reouest  the  Provincial  ^rovernment  to  provide 
that  adeouate  rate  of  compensation  for  the  agricultural  land  taken  out  of  produc- 
tion shall  be  raid  by  the  oil  comrany,  and 

Furt-er  be  it  resolved,  that  vie  ask  that  an  Arbitration  Board  be  set  up  v^hich 
shall  include  an  a.c^ricultural  representative  to  determine  the  amount  of  compen- 
sation payable  to  the  farmer. 

Moved  Pritchard,  nard.  Carried. 

I  NT  I  .^n  RgSOLUTIONS .    Mr.  !"iprose  brouc^ht  up  the  question  of  so  many  resolutions 
not  beinp  printed  and  it  vas  apreed  that  next  '^ear  as  many  as  possible  be  '"rinted 
for  distribution  to  the  delegates.    The  delegates  vere  advised  that  all  copies  of 
resolutio'TF  passed  would  be  forv/arded  to  all  delegates  as  veil  as  to  tl"e  secretary 
and  president  r>f  all  locals. 

No.  9^  -  C.F.A.   (Board)     Be  it  resolved,  that  t-as  Convention  express  its  deep 
ap'^recj  ation  of  the  services  rendered  to  the  farmers  of  Canada  by  the  Canadian 
Federation  of  A^rriculture,  and  in  r^articular,  approve  of  their  contribution  towards 
the  formation  of  the  International  Federation  of  A^^ricultural  'Producers,  and 

Further  we  '•led^'e  our  su-^^ort  to  t^e  Canadian  Federation  of  Agriculture. 

Moved  Flock.     Seconded,  'nr^-i'^d. 

Mo .  oo  -  CFAC    Be  it  resolved,  that  this  convention  extend  hearty  thanks  to  the 
manac'em.ent  of  Radio  Station  CFAC,  Calvary,  for  the  recent  chanf^e  in  time  of  the 
A.L.C,  Show,  which  brouc^ht  back  that  station's  presentation  of  the  A.L.C.  broad- 
cast to  12:15  noon  the  samie  ti'^e  as  that  of  the  other  three  stations  carrvin*?  the 
•oro  "ram , 

Moved,  seconded  Schmaltz.  Carried. 
V.r.  Church  in  the  chair, 

No.  9^  -  VOTj?;  OF  THANKS    The  delep-ates  of  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta  in  conven- 
tion assembled  desire  to  express  their  sincere  thanks  to  the  manaf^ement  and  em- 
ployees of  this  hotel;  also  to  the  City  of  Cal-ary,  the  ^ress  and  Radio  Stations 
and  others  who  have  oontributed  toward  the  success  of  this  Convention. 

Moved  Diprose.    Seconded  and  car*ried. 

No.  97  -  THANKS  TO  STAFF.    Be  it  resolved,  that  this  convention  express  its  appre- 
ciation of  the  courteous  and  efficient  services  of  the  secretary  and  staff  of  the 
U.F.A.  in  their  contribution  towards  the  success  of  this  convention. 

Moved  Fenni<5,  O'Neil,    Carried  with  applause. 

Moved  Spencer,  that  we  extend  a  vote  of  thanks  to  t^e  chairman  and  his  assistants 
and  the  chairmen  of  the  various  committees  for  the  splendid  way  in  which  they 
have  conducted  the  convention.    Seconded  and  carried. 

A.L.C.  SHOW.    Kiss  L.  O'Neill,  ^-'ublicit-  Director  for  A.L.C.  was  called  to  the 
platformi  and  said  a  few  words  to  the  delegates. 


Moved  Armstrong  that  a  s'^ecial  vote  of  thanks  be  extended  to  the  ushers  who  had 
so  ably  assisted  the  usherinj^  committee.    Seconded  and  carried. 
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Moved  MacLachlan  that  ve  ex^^ress  our  confidence  in  our  i^resident  and  board  of 
the  U.F.A.    Seconded  and  carried  with  anplause. 

Koved  Ca.Teron  that  v;e  move  a  special  vote  than'-s  to  the  usheri-^rr  com-nittee 
who  have  v/orked  so  hard  durinfr  the  convention. 

Moved  Baker  that  this  convention  do  now  adjourn.     Carried  at  10  v.m. 


GOD  SAVfi  THE  KING. 


PRESIDENT 
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